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INTRODUCTION. 



Uappii.1 there b ajiDpatliywiUifirtuc, u well u conUgioii j 
In Tin. Wllhout this relief lo Ihe downward tendency of bumui 
pualoas, there would he Utile tope that the wishes of the vise 
and good, for the gradosl ettensiOD of the re^ of jastlce sad 
pbiUnthropj, wonld ever be realised. 

or all the gttieront senHmeots , that of lore of conatiy Is the 
most nulTenal. We ODifonnl]' admire the man who sacrifices 
himself tor the good of the wmmnnilj to which he belongs ; and 
we nnsparinglj eondeam him who, ander whatever plea of so- 
phism or necessitj, raises his arm or directs his talent Bgiiiut Ihe 
land to which he owes a natoral alle^ance. The proadest Domes 
■Dd the fairest bopes bare fallea under Ihe obloqay of tieason. 
Hen bare admired the Boman lAo conld sacrifice the closer tie of 
blood tolhalof coimlrr; batweoverioolttbecoursgetUQdeuceess 
ofCorloIanos, in scorn of his dlsollfeclioii. There is a porftj in 
real patriotism which elerates its snbject abore all the grosser 
motivM of selfishness, and which, in the natare of things , can 
never dlstlognlsh serrices to mere kindred and faraily. It has the 
beanlyofself-eleralloa, without the alloj of personal Interest 

Many fears siace , the writer of these Tolnmes was at the re- 
sidence of an iUustriouB man, who wu remorluJile for on ei- 
bibltlan of the qaslity just named during the daAesl days of the 
American rerolatlon , as well as for Ihe high trusts he discharged 
Ihronghont that memorable period. The discourse tomed upon 
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Ibe effects which greit poliUed eiciUment produced on ebkracter, 
and the piirif]>iiig conHqneDCea of lore of eountrj, when that 
Bentlmuit 1b powerlidlj iwakeDed in a pMpIe. He , who from hl« 
yean, hlsaervices, andblafaiowledgeofmeii, was best qualified 
to lahe the lead is sneb a coDTeraatioD , wu the principal speaker. 
After dwelling on tbe marked manner in which Ihe great straggle 
of Ihe naiioD, during (he war of 1776, had giien a new and 
honourable direction li) the ihoaghts and practices of multitudes 
wboae time tiad formerlr been engrossed bj the most mlgar coiH 
cems of life , he Uluslraled his opinions bf relatiiig an anecdole, 
the trath of which he could attest as a personal actor. 

The dispute between Engjand and the United States of Ame- 
rica , thongh not strlctlf a fkmflj qnairel , had many of Ihe fea- 
tures of a diil war. Though the people of the latier were never 
properif and conaiilaUonail; subject to the peopll of the former, 
tbe Inhabitants of both countries owed allegiance to a common 
l^ng. As tbe Americans, esanaUon, disavowed this allegiance, 
and as the English cbose to support their soTcrelgn in the attempt 
to regain bis power , most of the ftetii^ of an Internal strng^ 
were InTolred in the conflict. A large proportion of the en^granls 
from Europe, then established Id the colonies, look part with the 
crown; and there were many districts in wbicli Uielr Influence, 
united to that of the Americans who rehued to throw awaf their 
allegiance, gare a decided preponderance to the royal cause. 
America was then too young, and too much In need of every heart 
and hand, to regard these partial dlrislons, small as they were in 
acQial amount , with indifference. The evil was greatly increased 
by the activity of the English in proflUng by these Internal dis- 
senaloDS ; and it became doubly serious when It was found that 
attempts were made to raise corps of provinelal troops, who were 
to be handed with those from Europe , to reduce the young r«- 
publics to subjection. Congress named an especial and a seciet 
eommittea for tbe eipreas purpose of defbaUng this object. Of 



„.„ Couple 



this eMmnltlw Ur. — , (he oirrator of the tnecdole, wu the 
cbtdrnun. 

la the discharge of the novel dnliesvhich had now deTolTedOD 
him, Mr. — had occasion to employ aa ageat whose senices 
differedbatlitllefronithoseofacoiiiniDnsp;. Thisman, asvill 
easilj be understood , helonged to a condition la life which ren- 
dered him the least reluctaol to appear In so eqaivocal a character. 
Be was poor, Ignorant, so far as the nsnal InstnictJOD was 
coDcemed, but cool, shrewd, and fearless by mtDre, It was 
his office to learn In what part of the conntrr the a pent s of the 
crown w ere making thdr secret efforta to embody ^en, — to repair 
to the place' penlis't, appear iMloa s in the cause tie affected to 
serre, aodotherwlge togetpoBBesslonofasmafljof thesecretsot 
ibS_enemj as p os^ilj le. These he ofconrse commanieated to his 
employers , who took all tiie meana in their power to counteract 
the plans of the En^h, and frequently with great snecess. 

II will readily be conceiTed that ■ serrice like this was attended 
with great personal hazard. In ad^fiOQ le the danger of dis- 
covery, there was the daily risk of falling Into the hands of the 
Americana themselfts, wbolniariably vlslled sins of this nature 
mon seier^ on the Datires of the cotniay than on the Enropeana 
who fm into their bands. In fact, the agent of Mr, — was ae- 
Terai times arrested hy the local anthorities, and in one Instance 
he was aetuUy condemned hy his eiasparated conoliymen to 
the gallowi. Speedy and prlrale ordeiv to his gaoler alone saved 
him from an Ignominious death. Be was permitted to escape; 
and this seeming, and Indeed actual, peril was of great aid In 
anpportliig his assumed character among Ibe English. By the 
Americans, in his little sphere , he was denounced as a bold and 
innterate Tory. In dila manner he eonlinued to serve his country 
In secret dniing the early years of the strafe , hourly environed 
by danger, and the constant >nb{ect of onmeriledopprohrinm. 
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In the jtn — Ur. — vas oamed to a high and honoarabia 
un^ajittenl at an European conrt. Bttott raeatlng hli seal in 
eongrras, he reported to that bodj an aDtUne of the circnmslaiiees 
related, sappressing the name of bis ggent from policy, and 
denundfng an approprialloa in behalf of a man who had been of 
so much use at to great personal risk. A. soitable sum was 
roted , and its deilTsij was conGded to the cliairman of tlie atent 



Hr. — took the necesBarj means to sammoa his agent to a 
personal interview. Thef met in a wood at midnight. Here 
Ur. — eompUmented his companion on his Gdelltj and adroitness 
explained the necessitj of their commanicatioDS being dosed; 
and finallf tendered the mDnef. The other drew back, and de- 
clined reeelflng it. "The eoonlrr has need of all its means," 
be said; "and as fbr mjself, I can work, or gain a livelihood 
in Tarions wajs." Persoasion was useless, for patriotism was 
appennosl In the heart of Ibis remarkable individual ; and Mt. — 
departed, beiringwiihliimthegoldhe bad brooght, and a deep 
respect for the man who had so long haiarded his lib , uarequiled, 
for the cause they served in common. 

The writer is nnder an impression that, at a later day, the 
agml of Mr. — consented to receive a remuneration for irtiat 
be had done; bnt It was not nnlll his eountiy was entirely in a 
condilloii to bestow it. 

It is scarcely necessarj to add, that on anecdoto like tlds, 
simply but fordbiy told by one of the principal actors, made a 
deep Impression on all who heard it. Uany years later, drcnm- 
stances, which tt Is nnoecessary to relate, and of an entirely 
adventitious nntnre, induced the writer to compose a novel, 
which proved to be, what be little fbrssaw at the time, the Drst 
of a tolerably long series. The same adventitioiis canaefl v^eh 
gave t)irth to the book, determiued Its scene and its genenl 
cktracter. the farmer was laid In a foreign countiyj mi lh« 
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laUer embraced a cnide effort lo describe foreign uaoDets. When 
(his Ule vas pnUbbed , It iMcame mttter of reproach among the 
author's fHeods, that he, an American In heart as in blrlli, 
should give the irorld a worlc vhich aided perliaps , in some sit^t 
degree, to feed the imaginatioDs of the young and nnpracHsed 
BiDODg his ovn countTTmen, by pictures drawn fhim a state of 
socletj so different tnia that to wlilch lie belonged. The vriler, 
while he knew how mach of what he had done was purelj ac- 
cidental , felt the reproach to be one that he was anxious to de- 
precate; and, as the oqIj atonement in his power, he determined 
tolofljcl a second booli, whose subject should admit of no eafU, 
not onlf on the world, bntan himself. He chose patrlottsm for 
his llieine; and to those who read this iDtrudnoUon and the book 
itself It is scartelf oecessai7 to add, that he took the hero of the 
anecdote juat related as Us best Ulnstration of the quality In the 
abstracL 

Since the original pubUeatlon of "The Spy," there have 
appeared seTeral accounts of different persons who are supposed 
lo have been In the author's mind while wriUng the book. As 
Mr. — did not roentloD the name of his agent, the writer nenr 
knew an; more of his Identit; with this or that Individual tban he 
bos here explained. Both Washington and Sir Henry QlDtoa 
had an unnsual number of secret emissaries ; for in a war that 
partook so much of a domestic character, and lo which the eon- 
tending parties were people of the same blood and langnage, 
it could scarcely be otherwise. 

The style of the book has been rerlsed by die author In this 
edition. In this respect, he has eodeavonred to make it more 
worthy of the favour wflh which it has been received ; though he 
Is compelled to admit there are faults so Interwoven with the 
slmcture of the tale thai, as In the ease of a decayed edifice. It 
wonlJ cost perhaps less to Tccoostracl than to repair. Ten yean 
have been an age with most things that are eouDccted with 
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America; and, among other advuices, thai of her llleralon luu 
Dol beeo Ihe letBt. So Uuls was eipected froin fbe pnblicatlon 
of an origlnd woifc of this deserfption, atlholime llwiivriUen, 
ihal the first vulnine of '"Hie Spy" was printed iCTcra] iQonlhs 
before the author fell a enfficient iDducemeat to viite a line of the 
second. lis efforts expended on a hopeless task are rarelj 
worthy of him who makes Ibem , however low it ma} be necmsar} 
to rale (he standard of his general merit. 

A brighter prospect Is beginning to dawn on tbe republic, 
which is aboDi to assnme that rank among the nations of Ihe 
earth which natore has designed her to fill, and to which ber 
institutions IneTltabl; tend. Should chance throw a cop; of Qiis 
prebtorj notice Into the Iiands of an Ame^Iean twenty yean hence, 
be will smile to think that a connttTman hesitated la complete 
a work so br advanced, msrelf becanse the di^eriUon of Ihe 
connir; to read a book Ihal treated of lis own familiar Interests 
was distrusted. 

fatli, April 4. tSU. 
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•dmlalsMKi] subject to the bias orpersoniliDteresU, and thepi»- 
rionsaftbeElniiigeBt. 

He piBsage of a slrsoger, wllh an appearance or somewhat 
doubtful characier, and mounted on an animal which, allbough 
anfumUhed with anj of the ordinary trappings of war, partook 
Urgeljof [he bold and upright carriage that disiinguished Us rider, 
gave rise to tniaf surmises among the gadng Inmttes of the diffe- 
rent habltaUoos ; and in some Instances , where conscience was 
more than ordinatilj' awake, to no little alarm. 

Tired witb the exercise of a da; of nnnsual fatigue, and 
aniious to oblain a speedj shelter from the iacreislng violence of 
the stonn , that now began lo change Its character lo large drops of 
driving rain, ^e traveller determined, as a matter of necessity, 
to make an application for admission to the neil dwelling that 
offered. An opportunitj was not long wanting ; and, riding through 
a pair of neglected bars, he knocked load!; allbe outer door of a 
building of a very humble exterior, without quitting bis saddle. 
A. female of middle age, wllb an outward bearing little more pr«- 
possessing than that of her dwelling , appeiied to answer the snni-- 
mons. The started woman half closed her door again in affright, 
as she saw, by the glare, of a large voodfire, a mounted man M 
imeipecledly near its Ihre^dd; and an eipreasion of terror 
mingled with her natural curiosity, as she required his pleasure. 

Allhon^ the door was too nearly closed to admit of a minate 
scrutiny of the acconunodaUons wiililn , enough had b«en seen lo 
cause the horseman to endeavour, once more, lo penetrate Ihe 
gloom , with longing eyes , in search of a more promising roof, be- 
fbre, witb an ill-concealed relaclance, he stated bis necessities 
andwishu. His request was listened lo with evidenlunwilUog- 
ness , and , while yet unflnisbed , It was eagerly intermpled by the 
reply — 

"I can't say I like lo give lodgings to a stranger In these ticklish 
tlDiM," Mid the female In ■ perl sharp key; 'Tm nothing hut a 
forlorn lone body; or, vhal's the same thing, there's nobody but 
the old gentleman al home i bntahalfmllefurlhernpihe road Is a 
hoDse where yon can get entertainment, and that for nothing. I 
■n sore 'twill be much convenlenter to them, and more agreeable 
!■ 
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tome; bcetate, ulsald before, Rarvej is away — Iwlshbe'd 
Ukeadvlce, and leave off vanderlDg; he'swelllodolnlheTorid, 
by this time; and he ou^tlo leave olT his anceruln courses, anJ 
settle himself, handsomelj, in lifte, lilie olber men ofhis jears 
■od proper! J. Rut Harvej Birch will hare bis own waj, and die 
vagabond after alll" 

Tbe horseman did not wait to bear more than tbe advice to 
parsae his course op the road ; but be had slowlj turned his horse 
towards the bars , and was gathering the folds of an ample cloak 
aroaad bis manly form, preparatory to facing the siorm again, 
when flomcthiug in the speech of the female suddenly arrested the 
moTemeat. 

"Is this, then, thedwelling ofBarreyBirchT" be enquired, 
InaniDYoIanlarymauner, apparently checklngbimaelf, asbewas 

"Why, one can hardly say It Is bfs dwelting," replied the 
other, drawing a hurried breath, tike one eager to answer; "be 
Is DCTer in it , or so seldom , that 1 hardly remember his face, wben 
be docs Ihinlc it worth his while toshowlttohispoorold father and 
ine. Bat It matters little lo me, I'msure, IF he erer comes back 
again, ornot; — turn in the Brst gate onyoDrleR; — no, Icare 
bnt little. For my part, whether Harvey erer shows bis bee again 
ornot — not I;" — and she closed (bedoorabrnpUy on the horse- 
man, who gladly eilended bis ride abalf mile furlber, lo obtain 
lodgings which promised both more comFort and greater security. 

SafQcient light yet remained to enable tbe trarelter to dls- 
tlngubh the Improvements* which had been made in the callivfi' 
tiott, and In tbe general appearance of tbe grounds around tbe 
building to which he was now approaching. The honse was tit 
■tone, long, low, and with a small wing at each eitremlty. A 
piaun, eiicnding along the front, with neotly turned pillars oF 
wood, together with the good order and preserration of the fences 
and ont-bnildings , gave the place an air altogedier superior lo the 

* InpntTgncati I* amtt hj thw Antrlcadl t> npnii aierr di^re* 
•r thaaga ta canvtrUag tanl fmn It* lUU oF vllilcrnBH ts thut of 
enlllnllaii. In thli nMRiiis of Iba word, it !■ *i> laproHnaBt to f«ll 
Ika trcai ( *ai It tl nlnad practlelr if ths IDppoicd anioniit sF III* toaU 
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mmmoQ hrm-bouseB oflhecouDlrj. Anerl«adlDg bis horse be^ 
hind an angle of the wall, where il was in aome degree protected 
from the wind and rain, the irsvellei (brew bis valliae over hU arm, 
and knocked loadlj at the mlranee of ttie building for admission. 
An agedjilack saoa appeared ; and witbout aeeming to Ihinli ik ne- 
cessary, under the circuRiRlancee, la coDsult his superiors — firsl 
taking one prying look at the applicant , bj the light oi the candle 
Id biB Iiand — be acceded to the request for accommodationB. The 
traveller was shown into an eitramelj neat parlour, where a fire 
hadbeenligbtedtocbeerUieiluloessoraa easterly slorm , and an 
October evening. Alter giving the valllse Into Uie keeping of hia 
civil attendant, and poUlelj repealing his request to Uieoldgen- 
ileroan, who uose to receive him , and paying hts compliments to 
the three ladles who were seated at work with ilieir needles, ibe 
stranger commenced layii^ aside stHne of tbe outer garment* wblcb 
be had worn in his ride. 

On taking an eiira bandkercbleflroinhlaneck, and removing 
a cloak of blue cloth, with a surtout of the same material, be ex- 
hibited to Uie scrutiny oftheobservaotbmilypart;, a tall and ei- 
(remely graceful person , of apparently Qfty years of age. — His 
countanance evinced a settled composure and dignity: bis nose 
was 8(raigfal,aDd approaching to Grecian; his^e^ ofa grey colour, 
waajinlel, Ihoughtlul, andjaj her meb mcholy; the moulh and 
lower part of bis face being eipreasive of decision and much cbarac- 
ter. His dress, being suited to the road, was simple and plain, 
bnt such BB was wora by the higher class ot bis countrymen ; lie 
wore his own hair, dressed in a manner that gave a military air to 
bis appearance , and which was rather heightened by his erect and 
' conspicuously graceful carriage. His whole appearance was so im- 
pressive and BO decidedly ibat ofa gentleman, that as he finished 
laying aside the garments, the ladles arose from their seats, and, 
toother wllh the master of the house , they received anew , and 
returned the complimentary greetings which were again olfered. 

The host was by several years the senior of the traveller, and 
byhlsmanner, dress, and every-thing around him, showed he 
had seen moch of life and the best society. The ladies were, a 
Ottiden of forty, and two much younger, who did not stem, in- 
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deed , lo bare reached half those fears. The bloom of the elder of 
ihese ladies had vanished, but her ejes and fine hair gave tna.- 
treisBl;agTeesbienpressioalaherc<)iuit«iianee; and there was a 
soflneas aod an alTabililf in ber deportoient , that added a charm 
roaDTmorejuTCDile bees do not possess. Tbeslslen, Torsach 
the resemblaace between the jonager femaies denoted them to be, 
were in all the pride of youth , and the roses , so eminently tbe 
propertj of the West-Chester f«r, glowed on their cheebs, and 
lighted Ifaeir deep bine eyes with that Instre which gives eo much 
pleasare to tbe beholder, and whlrh Indieales so much ioteinal 
innocence and peace. There was maeh of that feminine delicacy 
tn the appearance of the three , which distinguishes the sei In this 
eonntry; and, iite the gentleman , their demeanour prcTcd them 
to be women of the higher order of life. 

After handing a glass of excellent Madeira to bis guest, Mr. 
Wharton, for so was tbe owner of this retired estate called, re- 
sumed his seat by the Qre, with another in his own hand. For a 
moment he paused, as if debating with his politeness, but at 
length threw an enquiring glance on the stranger, as be enquired — 

"To whose health am I to have the honour of drinklngT" 

The traveller bad also seated himself, and he sat noconscionsly 
gaiing on the fire, while Mr. Wharton spoke; taming his eyes 
slowly on his host with a look of close observation, he replied, 
while a faint tinge gathered on his features — 

" Hr. Harper." 

"Hr. Harper," resumed the other with tbe formal precision 
otihalda)', " I have the honour to drink your health , indtobope 
yon will sustain no Injury from tbe rain to which you have been ei- 

Hr. Harper bowed in alienee to tbe compliment, and be soon 
^esnmed the med itaU ona from which he had been Interrupted , and 
foi:'wBic&thc'Iong~rI3Bhehadthat day made. In the wind, might 
seem a very natural apology. 

Tbe young ladies bid again taken their leatt beside tbe work- 
stand, while their annt, Miss lesnette Peyton, withdrew, to sn- 
perintend the preparations necessary to appease tbe banger of their 
niMipeeted Tlsftor. A short silence prevailed, dtuing irtiieh Hr< 
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Harper vas appareallT enjojtDg the change in his slloatloD , when 
Mr. VbirtoD agnEn broke it, bj eoqairing whether smoke was 
disagreeable to his compaalon ; to which, receinag an answer in 
liM negatire, he fmmedtatelj resnmed his pipe whtch had been 
Md aside at the entranee of the trareHer. 

There waa an erideet desire on the part of the host to enter 
Into conTersatloD , but either from an apprehension of [reading 
oa dangerons gronnd, or an nnwiilingness to inlrade upon the 
rather stadied tacitnrnia of his goest , he several times hesitated, 
before he eon Id renlnre to make anj further remark. At length, 
a mOTemenl from Ur. Harper, as he raised his ejes to the party in 
the room, enconraged him to proceed. 

"landliTerydifficult," said Mr. Wharton, eantiouslj avoid- ' 
ing, at Srst, snch snbjecia as he wished to introduce, "to pro- 
cure Ihatqnalitf of tobacco for m; evenings' amusement, to which 
I lure been accnstomed." 

"Ishoald think the shops in New-Tork might fiiniish the best 
in the country," calmly rejoined the other. 

"Why — yes," returned the host, in rather a hesitating mai^ 
ner, lining his eyes to the face of Harper, and lowering them 
quickly under bis steady look, "ihare mast he plenty in town; 
hut the war has made communication with the city, however In- 
nocent, too dangerous to be risked for so trlQIng an article as 
tobacco." 

The box tmm which Hr. Wharton had just taken a supply for 
his pipe waa lying open, within a few Inches of the elbow ofHsrper, 
who took a small qaantity from Its contents , and applied it to his 
tongne. In a manner perfectly natural, but one that filled his com- 
panion with alarm. Without, however, obsening that the quality 
'was of the most approved kind, the traveller relieved his host by 
relapsingagaln into bis meditations. Mr.WhartoQ now fell unwill- 
ing to lose the adTantage he bad gained, and, making an effort of 
more than usual vigour, he continued — 

"Iwish, ftvm the bottom of my heart, this nnnataral struggle 
WIS over, thai we mlgbl again meet oar tHends and relatives la 
pMce and love." 
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"Itlsmuchtobedealred," siidHarper, emphsticall; , again 
raising his eyes to the conntensnce of his host, 

("Iliear of no moTements of uasequeocc, since the iniTal of 
our new allies," said Hr. Wharton, shaking the ashes from bis 
pipe, and lumiog bis back to the other, under the pretence of 
receiving a coal firoin his yonngest daaghter. 

" None have jet reached the public , 1 believe." 
"Is It thought an; important steps are about to ha takeat" 
conIlDued Mr. Wharton, still occupied witi) his daughter, jet 
nncDDSciousIj suspending his employment, in eipeclation of a 
reply. 

"Is It Intimated any areinagllatinn?" 
"Oh! nothing In particular: hut It Is natural to eipcci some 
new enterprise from su powerful a force as that under Itocham' 

Harper made an assenting inclination with his head, hut no 
other reply, to this remark; while Hr. Wharton, after lighting his 
pipe, roeunicd the subject: 

"They appear more active in tiie south; Gales and Coruwaltis 
seem willing to bring the war to an Issue, there." 

The brow of Harper contracted , and a deeper shade of mo- 
laDcholy crossed his features ; his eye kindled with a traneJeot 
beamofflre, that spoke a latent source of deep feeling. The ad- 
miring gaie or Ibe younger of the staters bad barely lime to read its 
eipresslon, before it passed away, leaving In Its room the acquired 
composure which marked the caunleuance of the stranger, and that 
Impressive dignity which so conspicuously denotes the empire of 

The elder sister made one oriwo movements In her chair, be- 
fore she ventured to say. In a tone which partook in no small 
measure of triumph — 

" General Gales has been less fortunate with theEarl, than with 
General Burgoy ne." 

"But General Gates is an Englishman, Sarah," cried the 
yonngerlady, with quickness; then colouring to the eyes ai her 
own boldness , she employed herself in tumbling over the coulcnla 
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of her work-baaket, silenllj hoping ibe remark would be un- 
noticed. 

Th« trateller had turned his face [rom one sister lo the other, 
as ibej had spoken ia succession, and aD almost fmpercepiible 
morement of the muscles of his mouth betrayed a new emeiien, as 
he playfully enquired oF the jouDger — 

"MaylTenture to ask, what iDfetence joa would draw from 
thatfactf 

Frances blushed jtl deeper at this direct appeal (o her opiDiong 
upon a subject on which she bad incautiously spoken In the pro- 
sence of a stranger; but Guding an answer necessary, after some 
niUo hesitaiion , and with a good deal of stammering In her iiiaD~ 
ner, she replied — 

"Only — only — Sir - my sister and injself sometimes differ 
in oar opinions of th e prowe ss of the British." A smile of murh 
meaning played on a face of inlantile innocency as she concluded, 

"On what particular points of their prowess do you differ?" 
continued Harper, meeiiog her look of animation with a smile of 
almost paternal softness. 

'' Sarah thinks the British are never beaten , wliile I do not put 
10 much faith in their ipvincjb itity." 

The trareller listened tolier with tiiat pleased indulgence , with 
which TirtnOBS age loves lo conlemplale the ardour of youthful 
Innocence; but making no reply, he turned to the Ore , andcon- 
linued for some time gazing un its embers in silence. 

Mr. WharioQ had In vain endeovoured to pierce the disguise of 
hisguest'spoliiical feelings; but, while there was nothing forbid- 
ding in liis countenance , there was nothing commnnlcallve ; on 
the contrary, it was strikingly nsened; and (he master of the 
hansearoBeiaprofouDdignoranceofvhal, inihosedays, wasihe 
most msterisi point in the character of his guest, to lead the way 
into another room and lo the supper table. Ur. Harper oflhred his 
hand to fiarab Wharton, and Ihey entered tlie room together ; while 
Frances followed, greatly at a loss to know whether she had not 
woonded the feelings of her father's inmate. 

The storm began to rage with great violence without; andtba 
dashing rain on the sides of the building awakened that silent seoso 
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of enjoyment, which Is eidud bf sach sooads la a nwm orqulel 
comfort md warmth, when a loud summons at (he outer door again 
called (he faithfid black to the portal. In a minute the servant re- 
lumed, and Inronned bis master that another triTellEr, OTCrtafcen 
bf the storm, desired to be adinilted to the house for a shelter 
through the night. 

At the first sounds of the impatient summons of this new ap- 
plicant, Mr. 'Wharton had risen From hisseat In evident uneasiness; 
and, with ejea glancing with quickness from bis guest to the door 
of the room, he seemed to be expecting something to proceed from 
this second intemiptiDn, connected wiih the stranger who had 
occasioned the first. Re had scarcely lime to bid the blacli , with 
a Taint voice , to show this second comer In , before the door was 
thrown hastily open, and the stranger himself entered the apart- 
ment. He paused a moment as the person ofHarper met his view, 
and then. In a more formal manner, repealed the request he had 
before made throngh the servant. Mr. Wharton and his family 
disliked the appearance of this new visitor eieessively; but the 
inclemency of the weather, and the uncertainty oflheconseqaen- 
ees, if he were refused the desired lodgings, compelled the old 
gentleman to give a reluctant acquiescence. 

Some of the dishes were replaced by tho order of Hiss Peyton, 
and the weaiber- beaten Intruder was invited to partake of the 
remainaoflherepast, from which the party had jnst risen, llirow- 
ingaside a rough great coat, he very composeiUy took the offered 
chair, and unceremoniously proceeded (o allay the cravings of an 
appetite which appeared byno means deh'cate. But at every montlv- 
ful, he would tnmanupquieteyeon Harper, who studied bis ap- 
pearance with a closeness of Investigation, that was veryemhar- 
rassing to Its subject. Xt length, pouring ont a glass ofwine, the 
new comer nodded signlGcantly to his eiamlner, previonsly to 
swallowing the liqnor, andsatdwithsometUngofblttemesibhls 
maDDer — 

" I drink to onr better acquaintance, Sir; I bcHere this Is the 
first time we ban met, (hon^ yonr attention wonid seem to say 
otherwtte." 
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' The qnalilf of Ihe wine seemed greallf to his rincj, for on 
n^eing Ihe glass upon the table , he gave his ItpB a smack thai 
resounded through the room ; and, taking ap the bolUe, beheld 
It between himself and the light for a moment, in silent contempla- 
tion of its dear and brilliant coloor. 

■■ I think we hare ncTcr met before. Sir," replied Harper, viih 
a slight smile on his features, as he obserred the morements of 
the other ; bat appearing satisfied with his semtln;, he turned lo 
Sarah Wharton, who sat next him , and carelessly remarked — 

"Yon, doubtless, findjoarpresentabodesolftarj, after being 
accnstomed to the gaieties oF the cilj." 

"OhI eicessiTcIj so," said Sarah, bastilf. "I do wiSh, 
with mf father, that this cmel war was at an end, thatwemiftht 
retnra to our friends once more. " 

"Andjoo, Hiss Frances, doyonlongasanlentljfbrpeaeeas 
foarslsterl'' 

" On manj acconnts I certainly do ," returned the other, ren- 
turinglo steal a timid glance at her interrogator; and meettog the 
same heiWTolenl expression of feeling as before, she continued, 
•> her own bee lighted Into one of its animated and bright smiles 
ofiDteHlgenee, "bat not it the expense of the rights of mj eono- 

"BightsI" repealed her sister, impatientlj; "whose rights 
can be stronger than those of a sorerelgn ; and what datj Is clearer, 
than to obey those who have a natural right to command?" 

"None, certainly," said Frances, ianghlng with great plea- 
santry; and, taking the hand of her sister atTecUoDatcly within 
both of her own, she added, wHh a smile directed towards 
Harper — 

"I gave yon tounderstaDd, that my sister and myself dlBered 
in oar political opinions; but we hsTean impartial umpire in my 
btber, who lorea his own connlrymen, and he loTee the British 
— so be takes side with nrither." 

"Tes," soidHr, Wharton, in a titlle ilann , eyeing first one 
gnest, and tlien the other; "I have near Mends In both trmie*, 
and I dread a ilctoiybyelllwr, as a sonrca of certain prints nil»> 
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'*! uke It, fou have lUUe reason to appiehend much from the 
Yankees, in ihatwaj;" iDtemipled the gaestat iheiahle, codU]' 
helping himself lo another glass , from the boUle he had admired. 

"His Mujsslf may have more eipcrienced troops Iban Ihe 
Gonllneatals ," answered Ihc host fearfullj, "but the Americans 
have met with distinguished success." 

Harper disregarded the observations or holh; and, rising, 
he desired to be shown to his place of rest. A small hoy wag 
directed lo guide him lo his room ; and wishing a courteous good- 
night lo Ihe whole party , tlie tjiretler withdrew. The knife and 
fork fell tnm the hands of the unwelcome intruder, as Ihe door 
closed on Ihe retiring figure of Harper; —he arose slowly from his 
seat; — listening alleniivelj, he approached the door of Ihe room 
— opeued it — seemed to attend lo the retreating foolslepa of Ihe 
other ^ and , amidst Ihe panic and aslonishment of his compa- 
nions, he closed 11 again. Inaninstant, the red wig vhleh con- 
cealed his hiack locks, the laige patch which hid half his face from 
obserralion, the stoop that had made him appear lifcy years of 
age, disappesred. 

*'Uj father! — my dear father!" cried (he handsome yonng 
man; "and you, my dearest sisters and aunt! — have I at last 
met you again?" 

"Heaven bless yuu, my Henry, my son!" eiclaimed Ihe 
astonished, but delighted parent; while his sisters sank on his 
shoulders, JissolTedin lears. 

The faithful old black, who had been reared from infancy in 
the house of his master, and who, as If iu mockery of his de- 
graded slate, had been complimented with the name of Ciesar, 
was the only other witness of this uueipecled discovery of the son 
of Mr. Warlon. Afler receiiiog the extended band of bis young 
master, and imprinting on it a fervent kiss, Caaar withdrew. 
The boy did not re-enter (he room; and Ihe black himself, alter 
some time, relumed, just as Ihe young British captain woaei- 
cl aiming — 

" Bat who Is (his Mr. Harper T — la he likely to betray me T" 

"Ho — no — no — Massa Harry," cried the negro, shaking 
hlsgrej bead conSdently; "1 heentosce — Uassa Harper on h« 
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knee — praf to Gixl — no gemnieo who phf lo God lell of good 
ICQ come lo see old fader — Sklnoerdo that — noCbrlslfin!" 

This poor opinion of the Skinners was not CDoflned lo Mr. 
Cvsar Thompson, as he called bimself — hut Cesar Wharinn, 
IS he was stjled by Ihc tiltle world to which he was known. The 
eonTeotence, and perhaps the necessilics, of the leaders or the 
AneKcan arms in the neighboarhood orNcw-Yorii , liad loducrd 
Ihrai to emptoj certain subordinate agcnis or oitremcl)' irregular 
habits, in etecnling their lesser plans of aniiojio); ihe eaen iy. It 
was not a moment for fastidious inquiries into abuses of any dfr- 
MripUoo, and pppression and injustic e were the Datura) conse' 
anentes of th e possessf gn of a military pow er lliat was uncurbed 
hj [In. pi.«tr.i^^[a ^f fivM jiiiihnriiy. lo lime, a^disiinclordcT of 
'the community was formed, whose solo occupation appears to 
hare been that of relieving their fcllow-citi/eus from any little ci- 
eess of temporal prosperity they might he thonght lo enjoy, under 
the pretence of patriotism eu'd the love of liberty. 

Occasionally, the aid of military anlbority was not wanting. 
In enforcing these arbitrary distributions of worldly goods; and a 
petty holder of a commission in the state militia was to be seen 
giring the sanction of something like legality to acts of the most 
uaKeensed rpbberj, and, notunfrequently, of bloodshed. 

On Ihe part of the British , the stimulus of loyally was by no 
means suffered to sleep, where so froill^I a field offered, on which 
it might he eipended. Bui ihclr freebooters were enrolled, aod 
their efforts mure systemalised. Long experieoce had taught their 
leaders the efficacy of concentrated force; and, unless traditiuD 
does great Injustice to their exploits, the result did no little credit 
lo their foresight. The corps — we presume, from their known 
affection to that useful animal — bad received ihe qaaiut appella- 
Uonof *Cow-Boys.' 

Casarwss, however, far loo loyal to associate men, who held 
the commission of George III., with the irregular warriors, whose 
HCitases he had so often witnessed, and from whose rapacity, 
neither his poverty nor his bondage had suffered even him lo escape 
HDiajnred. The Cow^Boys, therefore, did not receive their proper 
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portloa of tin black'* censure, when he Mid, no ChristiaD, nolhing 
bull "Skloaer," could bttnj a pious (Md, while honoDriog bis 
falhcr vilh t visit so fUU of peril. 
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• balcrOD lit; k* IlT'd In «*■ 

but ij die iilifaitiiB* dire, 

bid ttft bii matual tiaut — bnl iba 
— and GcrliDda clEnbad ■ vidaWd faliitr't knta. 
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TuBfallierufMr. WliditOQwssa uBt[ve of England, and of a 
famil]' whose parliamentary interest had eoabied them to provide 
for a joonger son in the colony of New York. The jouog man, like 
hundreds of others In his situation, had sellled permanenll j inllie 
couDlrj. He married; and the sole Issue of Ms conneiioo had iMen 
sent, earljlnlife, to receive the heneGls of the English schools. 
Aftertaklng bis degrees at one oL Jie uniTersities of the mother- 
coanlry, the youlb had been suffered to acquire a knowledge of 
iife, with the advantages of Earopeau society. But the death of bis 
father recalled him , afterpassing two years in this manner, lathe 
poaaession of an honourable name, and a very ample estate. 

It was much the fashion of tliat day , to place the yoalh of cer- 
tain families in the army or nBTy of England, as the regular etep- ' 
piug'Stones to preferment. Hostofthe higher offlcea in thecolonies 
were filled by men who bad made arms ibeir profession; and It was 
even no uncommon sight to see a veteran warrior laying aside the 
sword , to BSStmie the ermine on the benches of the highest jndi~ 
cial anihorily. 

In conformity wib this ayatem, the senior Hr.'Whartoo had 
Intended his son for a soldier; hut a natural imbeciiily of character 
in his child Interfered with his wishes. 

A. twelvemonth had been spent hy Ihe young man In weighing 
tbeuunparaliveadvaniageaf thedilferenl elassesof troops, when 
thedeath ofhisfalherocearred. The ease ofUs sftuatlou, uidihe 
attentions larished upon a youth in the actual enjoyment of one of 
the laifest estates in the ooioates, interfered greatly with Us 4inl4> 
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tlODB projects. ! Love decided the roailer ; and Mr. Wbaiioa , to 
beuuDing a husband , ceased to think of beconiiig a soldier. For 
nunj jeais he contlaued hspp; in his tamllj, and saScienllj 
respected bjr his coaalrymen, as a man of loiegritj and conae- 
qaence, vheu all his eojoynienta vanished, as it were, atablov. 
His ddI J son , the jouthintToduced in theprecedingchapter, had 
entered the army, and had arrived in his native connir]', bni a short 
lime belbre the commeDcemeat or hostilities, witli the reinTorce- 
meats the minis^ bad thonght it pmdent to throw into the dis- 
affected parts of North America. His danghtera were just growing 
into life , and their edDealion required all the advantages the ciij 
could afford. His wife had beea Tor some years in declining health, 
and bad barely time to fold her son to her bosom, and rejoice la tlie 
re-unioDofherfamilj, before the revolntlon bnrst forth, inacon- 
tiaand blaie, fromGeoi^ataUassachasetts. The shock was too 
much for the feeble condition of the mother, who saw her child 
called to the field 10 camhatagalnst the members of her own f^tlj 
in Ibe SoUh, and she sank under the blow. - 

There was no part of the continent where themauneraofEng- / 
land, and its aristocratical notions of blood and alliances , prevailed <f 
with more force, tban In a certain circle immediatetj araund the 
meb'opolis of New York. The customs of the earlj Dutch inhabi- 
tants had, indeed, blended in some measure with the English 
manners ; bnl still the latter prevailed. Tliis attachment to Great 
Britain was Increased by the ft^qaent Intermarriages of the alBcers 
of the mother-country with the wealthier and more powerful fa- 
milies of the vicinity, until, at the commencement of hostilities, 
their united Influence bad very nearly thrown the colony Into die 
scale on the side of the crown. A^, however, otjhe leading fa- 
milies espoused the cause of the people; and a sufficient stand was 
ntude aplnst llie efforts of the ministerial party, to oi^nise, and, 
'aided by Jb gaimj-of Ore conT edera^on j'to maintain , an Indepen- 
denl and republican form of government. 

The city of New York and ihs adjacent territory were alone 
exempted ftom the role of the new commouwealth ; while the royal 
authority eitended no thrlher than its dignity could be supported 
b/ the presence of an inny. In this condition of things the loyalists 
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of [nflaeDce idopted snch measures u best accorded with Uiefr 
different eharaclers and situalians. Ktaj bore arms in snpport of 
the craim, and, bj their briter; and eiertiona, endeavoured I« 
secure vhat Uiej deemed to be the righta of their prince , and their 
own estates, from the effects of the law of attainder. Others left 
the country; seeking ia tbat place the; enphalicallj called home, 
anasylnm, as liiej fotidlj boped, for a season only, againstthe 
confusioQ and dangers of war. A third, and a more wary portion, 
remained in the place of tbclr nativity, with a prudent regard to 
their ample possessions , and , perhaps , inDuenced by their attadi- 
meats to the scenes of their youth. Ur. 'Wharton was of tilts 
deacripiion. Afler nuking a provision against future coDtingen- 
cies , by secredy traDsmiUing the whole of bis money to the Brilisb 
funds, ibis gentleman deiennined to continue in the theab« of 
Girifb, and to maintain so strict a neutrality, asloenmre Ibe safely 
of bis large estate, wbichever party succeeded. He was apparently 
cngTOSsedintbe education of his daughters, when a relation , higA 
In olBeeIn Ibe newslate. Intimated, that a residence hi what was 
now a British camp differed bnl little , ia the eyes of his counlry- 
tnen, from a regldenee in the British capital. Mr. Wharton soon 
saw this was an unpardonable offence in the existing state of 
things, and be instantly determined to remove the difficulty, by 
retiring to the country. He possessed a residence In the connty of 
West-Chester; and haying been for many year* in theliabit of 
witbdrawinf thither during the heats of the SQtnmer months, it was 
kept fhmished, and ready for his accommodation. His eldest 
daughter was already admitted into the society of women; bnl 
Frances, ibe yonnger, required a year or two more of the usual 
cnltiTfllion, to appear with proper eclat: at least so thought Hiss 
Jeanette Peyton; and as this lady, a younger sister of their deceased 
mother , had left her paternal bome , In tbe colony of ^rglnla , with 
the derotedness and affection peculiar to her sex, to inperintend 
the welfare ofher orphan nieces, Hr.Wharton felt that her opinions 
were entitled to respect. In conformity to ber advice, tberefore, 
the feelings of the parent were made to yield to the welfare of his 
diildreD. 

Hr.Wbarton withdrew to (he "Loensts," wftb a heart rent 
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with the patn of separating trom all that waa lefl him of a wtfb he 
had adored, bnt in obedieoM U VkCODStltatioDal pnideace tiiat 
pleaded loudtyinbehalfofhlaiTDrdlj goods. His handsome toini 
leaf deuce was inhabited , io the mean while , by his daughters and 
Iheb aunt. The regimeat to which Caplala Wharton belonged 
formed part of the pennanent ganigon of the citj ; and the know- 
ledge of the preseaee of his son was do little relief to the father, b) 
his nncessing iseditattons on his absent daaghters. Bat Captain 
WhartoD was a jonog man aod a soldier; his estimate of character 
waanotatwajs the wisest; and his propensities led him te imagine 
that a red coat never concealed ■ dishononrable heart. 

The house ofMr. Wharton became a fashionable lonnge to ilie 
officers ofthe royal army, asdid that oferery other family that was 
thooght worthy of their notice. The coosequences of this asso- 
ciation were, to some few of the visited , fortunate; to more, ia- 
jnrions , by eititing eipecUtiona which were never to be realised, 
and, unhappUy, to no small nnmher minons. I^e kaowo 
wealth of the ftither, and, possibly, the presence of a high- 
spirited brother, forbade any apprehension of the latter danger to 
the yoDng ladles : bnt It vras impossible liiat all the admiration 
bestowed on the Bne figure and lovely face of Sarah Wharton 
Bhoald be thrown away. Her person was formed with the eaiiy 
maturity of the climate, and a strict eultivatjonofthe graces bad 
made her, decidedly, the belle of the city. No one promised to 
dispute with her this female sovereignty, unless it might be her 
younger Bister. Frances, however, wanted some months to the 
charmed age of siiteen ; and the idea of competition was far from 
the minds of either of the affectionate girls. Indeed , next to the 
convarsation of Colonel Wellmere, the greatest pleasure of Sarah 
was In contemplating the budding heaudes of the little Hebe , who 
played around her with all the innocency of youth, with all the 
«ntimslasmofher ardent temper, and with no little of the archness 
of her nadve humour. Whether or not it was owing to the fact, 
that Frances received none ofthe compliments which fen to the lot 
of her elder sister. In the often repeated discussions on the merits 
of the war, between the miljiary beans who bequenled the honse, 
it b certobi Uieir effects on the sisters were eiactlr opposite. It 
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was rauch Ifae foshlon then for ihe British officcrt la speak ill^U 
iogljr of their enemies; and Sarob took all (be Idle vapouring of 
her daoglera to be truths. The first political opInioDS vhleh 
reached the ears of Frances were conpled with sneers on the eon- 
duct of her eouDtiymen. AX first she believed them; bnt there 
was occasiooaJlf a general , who was obliged to do justice to fafs 
enemj in order to obtain justice for himself; and Frances became 
somewhat sccpticalon the inefficiency of her couQlrTmen, Colonel 
Wellmere was among those who delisted most in eipendlng hit 
witon the unfortnnateAmerieang; and, in time, Frances began 
to listeD to his eloquence with great suspldon , and sometimes 
with resentment. 

11 was on a hot sultrj daj, that the three were in the parlonr 
ofUr. 'Wharton's house. Ihe Colonel and Sarah seated on a sofa, 
engaged in • combat of thee jes, aided bj the usual How of small 
talk, and Frances was occnpied at her tambonriog frame, in (m 
opposite comer of the room , when the gentleman suddenly ei- 
ctaimed — 

"How gaj the arrival of the amij under General Burgojne 
will make the citj. Hiss Wharton!" 

"Ob, howpleasant ilmuBt be," said ibe IhoughllesB Sarah, 
in reply; "I am told there are many charming women with Ihal 
army; as you say, itwHImakeiuallllfeand gaEely." 

Frances shook back the abundance of her golden hair, and 
raised her eyes , dancing wilh the ardour of national feeling; tiita 
lauding, with a concealed humour, she asked — 

'■ Is It so certain , that General Burgoyne will be permitted t« 
reach the city?" 

"Permitted!" echoed the Colonel, "who is thereto prevent 
it, mypretly Miss Fanny?" 

Frances was precisely at that age, when young people are most 
jealous of their station in society; neither quite a woman, nor 
yet a child. The "pretty Hiss Fauny" was too familiar to be re- 
lished, audshedroppedhereyeaonherworkagain, with cheeks 
that glowed like crimBon. 

"General Surk look the Gemiaas inlo coslody," she *n- 
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■wered , enapreHlng h«r Up; — "inaT not General Galea ihiiik 
IheBriUshuio dingerous to goitlai^T" 

"Oh! Ihej were Germans, aa jon saj," cried the Colonel, 
eicesslTdj veiedaltbenecessil7of eiplaiaiiigatall; "mere mer- 
cenary troops; but when the really BriUsb regimenta came in 
question, yoa will see a very different result." 

"Of that thereiSDOdoubt," cdedSanh, without in the least 
partaking of the resentment of the Colonel to her sister, but 
hailiog already In her heart the triampb of tbe British. 

"Pray, Colonel 'Wellmere," said Frances, recovering her 
good hamour , ond raising her joyoas eyes once more to the face 
oFthe gentlemau, "was IheLord Percy ofLciingloc, a kinsman 
ofliini who fought at Chevy Chase?" 

"Why, Miss Fanny, you are beeoming a rebel," said Uie 
Colonel, endeavouring to laugh away the anger he felt; "wh«t 
you are pleased to Insinnale was a chase at Leiinglon, was nothing 
more th»a a judicious retreat — a — kind of — " 

"Running fight," interropted U)e good-humoured girl laying 
great empbasis on the first word. ' 

"Posllively, young lady — "Colonel Wellmere was inter- 
rupted by a laugh from a person who had hitherto been unnoticed. 

There was a small family apartment, adjoining the room occu- 
pied by the trio , and the air had blown open the door communi- 
cating between the two. A. fine young man was now seen sitting 
near the eulrance, who, by his smiling conntenance, was evi- 
dently a pleased listener to the conversation. He rose instantly, 
■nd coming through (he door, with his bat in Ms hand, appeared 
a tall graceftil youth , of dark complexion , and spariiltng eyes of 
black, fromwhieh the mirth had not yet entirely vanished, sshe 
made his bow to tbe ladies. 

"Mr. Dunwoodfe!" cried Sarah, In surprise; "I was ign.>- 
rant of your being in the house ; you will Bnd a cooler seat in thf s 

"I thank you," r^Sed the young man , "but Imast go and 

Mck yoDT brother, who placed me there In ambuseade, as be 

called It, with a promiae of retumtag an hour ago." Without 

making an; hrtber explanation , the youth bowed politely to t|i4 

3" 
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jODDg women , dlsUnllj and with haatenr to &e geallemm, and 
withdrew. FraDcet followed him Into the hall, and blnshlng 
ricblj, eaijuired, in a hurried Toice — 

" Bat wbj — why do jaa teare db, Mr. Duawoodle? — Henry 
mnst soon retncn." 

The gentleman canght one of her hands to hb own , and the 
stern eipreBBJon of his cotmlenance gare place to a look of ad- 
miration , as he replied — 

"Tod managed htm famcusly, my dear Utile kinswoman; 
Derer — no, nerer forget the land of your birth; remember, if 
Von are the grand-daughter of an Englishman , you an , also , the 
grand-daughter of a Peyton." 

"OhI" retamed the langhing girl, "It would be difficult to 
forget tiial, with the constant lectares on genealogy before us, 
with which we Bi« IkTOnred by ann( Jeanette — bat why do 
you goT" 

"I am OB the wii^ forTIrginia, and luTe much to do." Ha 
pressed her band as he spoke, and looking back, while in the act 
of closing the door, exclaimed, "Be true to your countiy — be 
American." He ardent girl kissed her band to him as he retired, 
and then instantly applying it with its beantitUl fellow to bar 
bnralng cheeks, rtu Into her own apartment la hide her con- 
Between the open sarcasm of Fmces , and (he lU-eoucealed 
disdain of the yoQog man. Colonel Wellmere had tAi himself 
placed in an aiAward predicament; but ashamed to resent snch 
trlOes In the presence of his mistress, he sattsSed himself with 
observing, snperdHonsly, as Snnwoodle left the room — 

"Quite a liberty for a yonlhlnhis situation; a shop-boy with 
a bundle, I fancy." 

The Idea of picturing the graeehl Peyton Sanwoodie as ■ 
shop-boy could never enter the mind of Barah , and she looked 
aroand her in surprise , when the Colonel continned — 

"This Mr. Dun — Dun — " 

"Danwoodlel Oh no — he fs a relation of my aunt," cried 
the yonug lady, "and an intimate fHend of my brother; Ihey 
were at school tojelher, and oidj separated in En^and, wbto 
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one went into the umf, aod the other to a Freacfa mflJUrr 
uadeinj." 

"His money appears to have been thrown awaj^," observed 
the Colonel, belrajiog Ihe spleen he was oDSaecessrall; striving 
lo conceal. 

"We ou^t ta hope so," added Sarah, with a smile; "for 
it is said he intends joining the rebel arm;. He was brought in 
here , in a Ficocb ship, and had justbeen eicbanged; jou maj 
soon meet him in arms." 

"Well, let bim — 1 wish Washingloo plenty of snch heroes;" 
and be turned to a more pleasant subject, b; changing the dis- 
conrse to themselves. 

X few weeks after this scene occurred , the armf of Bnrgojne 
laid down their aims. Ur. Wharton, beginning to think the 
result of the contest doubtful, resolved to conciliate bis country- 
men, and gratify himself, by calling bis daugbtere into bis own 
abode. Uiss Peyton consented tobe tbeircompanion; and from 
that time, uotil the period st which we commenced our narralive, 
they had formed one family. 

Whenever tbe main army made any movements, Captain 
Wharton had, of course, accompanied it; and once or twice, 
under the protection of strong parties, acting in the neighbour- 
hood of the Locusts, be bad enjoyed rapid and stolen interviews 
with his friends. A twelvemonth bad, however, passed wilboDt 
his seeing tbem; and the impatient Henry had adopted the dis- 
guise ve hare mentioned, aad unfortunately arrived on the very 
evening that an unknown and rather suspicious gnestwas an In- 
mate of tbe house , which seldom contained any other than its 
regular inhabitants. 

"Bui, do you think he suspects me?" asked Ibecaplain, wlA 
aoiieiy, after pausing lo listen lo Ctesar's opinion of the Skinners. 

"Howehould he?" cried Sarah, *'when your sisters and father 
could not penetrate your disguise." 

"There is something mysterious In his manner; his looks are 
loo pryii^ for an indifferent observer," continued young Wharton 
Ihon^tfully, "and his face seems familiar to me. The recenlfate 
of Andt£ has created much frritatlon on both sides. Sir Henry 
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Ihrealens niallatlon for his deaih ; and 'WashingloD is as firm as i( 
half llie vorld were at his commaDd. The rebels would Ihinli ma 
a fil snbjeel for their plans just now, should I be so nnlnckj' as lo 
fall iDto their hands," 

"But, mjsoD," cried his falher, in great alarm, " joaareoot 
a spy; you are notwithlD the rebel — that Is, the Ajnericaa lines; 
— there is Dolhing here to spy." 

"ThalDiightbedispuled," rqobed lh«yoangman, ronaing: 
"their picliels vere as low as &e While Plains wbeo I passed 
through in disguise. Itis true my purposes are innocent; but how 
is it to appear? My visit to yon wonld seem a cloak to oiher de- 
SLgDS. Remember, Sir, Uie treaimeDl you reeelTed not a year 
since, for sending me a supply of fniii for the wlnlar." 

' 'That proceeded from the misrepresentations of my kind ne^- 
boats," said Mr. Wharton, "who hoped, by getting my estata 
confiscated, to purchase good farms, aLlowprices. FeytonOnn- 
ITOodie, howoTer, soon obtained onrdischarge; ve irere detained 
but a month." 

"We!" repeated the son, Inamazement; " did they take my 
sisters, also? — Fanny, you wrote me nothing ofthis." 

" I beliere," said Frances, colouring highly, "t mentioned th« 
kind treatment we received from your old friend, Uajor Ddd- 
woodie; and that be procured my father's release." 

"True; — but were you with him In the rebel campT" 

"Yes," said the father, kindly; "Fanny would not suffer me 
lo go alone. Jeanetl« and Sarah took charge of the Locusts, and 
this little girl was my companion , in captivity." 

"And Fanny returned from such a scene a greater rebel than 
ever," criedSarah, indignantly; "one would think the hardships 
her father suffered would have cured her of such whims." 

"What say you to the charge, my pretty sisterT" cried lb< 
Captain gaiiy ; — "did Peyton strive to make yon hate your king, 
more than he does himself? " 

"Peyton Donwoodle hales no one," said Frances, quickly; 
then blushing at her own ardour, she added immediately, "be 
loves yon, Henry, I know; for he has told me so again and 
a^aiu." 
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Tonng Wliulon tapped his sister on the cheek, with tamile, as 
heaskedher. Id an affected whisper — "Did he tell fou also tiiat 
he loved m; little sistei Faaaj i " 

"HoDsense," said Frances; and the remnaols of the sapper 
labia soon disappeared under her SDperinlendence. 



T wu vbea the fieldi acre iwepC o( Antnmn'i lEois, 
And invling vinJi tfa* fadins follaga tore, 
Bthina the LnvBoa liIU, th« ihort-lEi'd Ugbt, 
DMcaodiiiK iIdwIt, nihcr'd in (han[gkti 
VIbtB rron (b« noii; lawn, vith MnorDhl look, 
Hii loDtlj «» the maur* padict laolc. 

Wiliae. 

A BTORH belovthe highlands of the Hudson, ifit be inlrodaeed 
with an eastariy wind , seldom lasts less than two days. Accord- 
in^T, as the inmates ofiheLocustsassembled, on the following 
■Homing, aroand tlieir earlf breakrast, tbe driring rain was seen to 
strike in oearlj borlionlal lines against the windows of the build- 
ing, and forbade ihe Idea of eiposiog either man or beast to the 
tempest. Ha^erwastlie last to appear: aflertakinga viewof the 
stale of die weather, he apologised toUr, Wiartoafor the neees- 
sit; that eiisted for his trespassing on hts goodness for a longer 
lime. To appeaTaDces , tbe replf was as c<iarteons as the eiense ; 
jet Harper wore a resignation In his deportment that was widel; 
different from tbe nneas]' manner of the ftther. Henry Wharton 
bad resumed his disguise wiih a relnctanee amonnting lo disgust, 
bat In obedience to tbe commands of his parent. No commnniea- 
lions passed between him and At stranger, after the first salata- 
tions of tbe moniing had been paid by Harper to him , In common 
with the rest of the familj. Frances had, indeed, thoaght there 
was something like a smile passing orer the fbatares of (be tra- 
Teller,wheD, onentering the room, be first eonftanted her brother; 
but n was confined to tbe eyes, seeming to went power Ic affect the 
mnscleaof thehce, aodwas soon lost In the settled and beneroleot 
eipresslon which reigned in bis coaqtenance, with a swaj but 
seldom Internipied. The t^es of the aSlBdlonale sister were turned 
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tnaailetr, for ■ moment, od berbrothw, andglaDClngsgaEDOD 
their unknown gaest, met his look, as he offered her, with mtrked 
attention, one of thelitdedTlIities of the table; and (he heart of 
the ^rl, which had begun to throb with violence, regained a polsit' 
lion aa tempered as joulh, health, and baojant spirits eould allow. 
While jet seated at the table, Cnsar entered, and, lading ■ smalt 
parcel in silence bj the side of his master, modestly retired behind 
liis chair, where, placing one hand on its back, he continued In an 
atUlude half familiar, half respectful, aiistener. 

"Whatisthis, Cgesar?" enqoired Mr. Wharton, tumingthe 
bundle over to eiamine its envelop, and eyeing it rather suspi- 
ciously. 

"The 'baccy. Sir; H flrvey B jrch , be got home, andhebring 
you a little good 'baccy from Tork." 

"Harvey Birch!" rejoined the master with great deliberation, 
Btealhigalookathisgnesl. "I do not remember desiring him to 
purchase any tobacco for me ; hnt aa he has broaght it, he must be 
paid for his trouble." 

For an instant only, as the negro spoke, did Harper suspend 
his silent meal ; his eje moved slowly from the servant to the mas- 
ter, and again all remained in its impenetrable reserve. 

To Sarah Wharton, this Intelligence gave unexpected pleasure; 
rising from her seat with impatience , she bade the black show 
Birch into the apartment; when suddenly recollecting herself, she - 
turned to the traveller with an apologising look , and added , " if 
Mr. Harper will eicuse the presence of a pedler." 

TEetndnlgent benevolence expressed in the countenance of the 
stfaoger, as be bowed a silent acquiescence, spoke more eloquently 
than (he nicest framed period, and the young lady repeated her 
order, with a confidence iu lis Imlh that removed all embarrass- 
In the deepreeessesofthe windows of the cottage were seats of 
panelled work; and the rich damask curtains, that had ornamented 
the parlour in Qoeen Street, * had been transferred to the Locusts, 

* Tbe dBisrlcani changBd tbs niiiiiei of manf tnTsi and itrecti it 
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tai gan to tlM roam Ilwl Indeser3Mble sir of comfort , irtilcb *o 
gnUftilljaniioDDCBitlieapproacbofadiHiiMiicTiDler, Into on« 
of these recesses Captain Wbirton now ihrew hhnaeif, dnwing the 
eortain before him in such a maoDer as to conceal most of hie pei>- 
soQ froiD observatioii ; vhUehisfouDgeralster, losing her nainrtl 
fnabiesBof maiuHr, iauiairofaTiificiBlcoDSlraiDt, gileallf took 
posaesaloa of tbe other, 

Baa^Lfikch had been a padler from his jonih ; at least so he 
freqamUj asserted , aod his aUll in the occupation went far to 
prove the tmih of the declaration. He was a native ofonetf the 
eastern eolonies; and, boat aometUng of superior intelligence 
which belonged to his father, It was Uionght ihey had Imown belter 
brtases In the land of their natintj. Harre; possessed, however, 
tbe cominoii mamiers of the conntrj , and was In no waj dlstin^ 
guiriied from men of hte class, bnt by bis acateoess, and the 
Bjsterf which enrdoped hie moTeiMDts. Ten jean tiefore ihej 
had arrived together in the vale, and, parchasing the hninbie 
dwelUDg at whidiBaiper bad made his nnsaccessfnl application, 
continued ever since peaceful InhabiUnls , bnt Uttle noticed and 
bnt little known. Until ago and inflnnllies bad prevented, the 
father derated himself to the cultivation of Uie sniall spot of groDDd 
brionging to his purchase, while the son pursaed with avldllj his 
him^tle-bacter. Tbelr orderlj qnietade had soon given them so 
niich cnadderation in the neigliboarhood , as to indace ■ mBideo 
effive-and-tbirlf to foi^t the pnnctitlo ofhersei, and to accept 
(he office of presiding over their domestic comforts. The roses bad 
long before vanished firom the cheeks ofKatyHafoes, and she had 
Men, in eueeessioD, both her male aoT' female acquaintances 
forming the union so desiraUe to hersei, with but bttle or no hope 
led for herself, when, with views of her own , she entered the 
familj of the Birches, necessity is a hard mnaler , and , for the 
want of a better companion , the father and son were Induced to 
uce^ Iter services; bnt still Eatj was not wanting In some qualt- 

rSma SUtat; ud <Ibmii StrMI, then ona et th« aod ruhlaaaMa ^nn- 
linaflhctoiiB, Psarl StrcsL Pwrl SUaat l> ng« ckiBl^aceiipl*4l>7 
Ihs aactton d»Ien. and Ihg vhelciilt dr; good siarcliaaU, for waic 
iHiBiaa lod Mnatiiig: noma. 



„.„Couj^li: 



lies, irtilcb made ber a rerj tolerable hoasebeeper. On Ibe one 
hand, she was neat, iuduglrf ons , honest, and a good manager. 
On the other, she waa lalkallTe, selfish, saperslilions, and tn- 
qoisttlre. By dEnt of Qsing the latter qaalitj with conaummato 
indnslrf, she bad not lived In the familj five jean when she 
triuinphantlj declared, tbat she had heard, or rather overheard 
sufflcieut 10 enable her to ssf what bad been the fanner ble of her 
associates. Could Katj have possessed enough of diThiaUoD to 
proDOUDce npon their fbtare lot, her task would have been ac- 
comtilished. From Ibe private conversations of the parent and 
child, she leanit that a fire had reduced them from competence to 
poverty, and at the same time diminished thennmberoftheirhoiilj 
to two. There was a Iremulousness in the voice of the father, as be 
touched UghUf on the event, which affected even the heart of Katf; 
but no barrier is soTGclent to repel vulgar coriositj. She peneve- 
red, nntil a very direct intimation from Harvej, bj threatening to 
sapplj her place with a female a few years youngeithan herself, 
gave her awful warning , that (here were bounds beyond which she 
was not to pass. From that period Ihe curiosity of the housekeeper 
had been held in snch salutary restraiat, that, alihongb no op- 
portunity of listening was ever neglected, she bad been able to add 
hut little to ber stock of knowledge. There was , however , one 
piece of intelligence, andlbitof noliltleinteresttaherself, iriiicb 
she had succededln obtaining; and from the moment of Its acqui- 
sition, she directed her energies to the accomplishment of one 
object, aided by the double stimulus of love aikd avarice. 

Harvey was in the frequent habit of paying myalerions visits, in 
the depth of the night, to the fire-place of the apartment, that 
served for both kitchen and parlour. Here be was observed by 
Eaty; and, availing herself of his aiweace, and ihe occupations 
of the father, by removing one of the hearth-stones, she discovered 
an iron pot, guttering with a metal tbat seldom falls to soften the 
hardest heart. Eaiy succeeded In replacing the stone without 
discovery, and never dared to tmst herself with another visit. 
From Ihat moment, however, the heart of the virgin lost llaob- 
daraey ; and nothing Interposed between Harvey and his happlncas, 
but his own want of observation. 
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He war did not Interfere with the traffic of the petUer, who 
Eeiied on the golden opportunity, iriiich the IntemiptioD of the 
reijular trade alTorded, and appeared absorbed in the one grand 
object or amasalDg monej. For a year or two , bis emploTmeot 
was nnlntemipted, aodbissaccesspropcrlioDSte; but, atleiigtb, 
dark and threatening bints began to throw suspicion aroand bis 
moremenls, and tbeciTil authority thought it Incumbent on them 
to eiamine narrowlf Into his mode of lifb. His imprisonments, 
though ttequent , were not long; and bis escapes &om the guar- 
dians of the law easy, compared lo what he endured from the per- 
secution of the military. S till Birch surrired, and still he continued 
his trade, Uiongh compelled to be very guarded in his moTcments, 
especially whenever he approached the northern boundaries of the 
county; or, in other words, the ueigfabourhiwd of the American 
lines. Qis visits to ihe Locusts had income less frequent, and his 
appearance at his own abode so seldom , aa to draw forth from the 
disappointed Kaiy, in the fullness of her heart, the complaint we 
have related, in her reply to Harper. Nothing, however, seemed 
to interfere wiib the punuits of (his indefatigable trader; who, 
with a view lo dispose of certain articles for which be could only 
6nd porchasers in the very wealthiest families of ihe county , had 
oowbravedihefory of the tempest, and veotated to cross the half 
mile between his own residence and the house of Hr.Wliarlon. 

In a few minutes after receiving the commands of Us yonng 
mistress, C«sar re-appeared, ushering Into the apartment the 
subject of the foregoing digression. In person , the pedler was 
a man above (he middle height, spare, but ftaU of bone and muscle. 
At first sight, his strength seemed unequal to manage the unwieldy 
bnrdenofhispack; yet be ^rew it on and off with great deiletitj, 
and with as much apparent ease as if it bad been Glled with 
fealhen. His eyes were grey, sunken, restless, and, for the 
flitUng moments that they dwelt on the countenances of those with 
whom Ike conversed, they seemed to read the very soul. Tbey 
possessed liowevet, two disiinel eipresstons, wliich, in a greet 
measure, characterised the whole man. When engaged in iratBc, 
the iutelligence of Ills face appeared lively, active, and Oeiible, 
though uncommonly acute; if the conversation tamed on the or- 
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dlnarj (nnstcllans of Ufa , hU air became ■bsiracted and resllass; 
botir, bjrchanee, ihe rerololioD and the conDtijwere the topic, 
his whole sfstem aeemed altered — all bia facalties vert con- 
centrated: he woald listeD for a great length of time, widiout 
speahing, and then would break Bileace by some light andjocalar 
remark, that was loo maeh at variaace with bis former rnanQer, 
not to be affectation. Bat of Ihe war, and of his father, he aeldom 
spoke, aadalwafsfhtmsoipeTcrjobiioasiicceasitf, 

To a superficial obserrer , aTaiice would seem his rnlfng pas- 
sion — and , all things considered , he was as uoGt a subject for 
the plans ofKatjHaynesascanbe readitf Imagined. On eaterJDg 
Uieroom, the pedler relieved bimselF from bis burden, which, as 
itstoodoD theOoor, reached nearly to his shoulders, and sainted 
the faaiilj wiUi modest clrilitj. To Hstper he made a silent bow, 
withoal lining his ejes from Ihe carpet; but the curtain prevented 
anj notice of the presence of Captain Wharton. Sarah gave hot 
little time for the nsnal salutations before she commenced her 
survey of the contents of die psck ; and, for several minutes, the 
two were engaged in bringing to light the various articles it con- 
tained. The tables, chairs, and floor , were soon covered with 
silks, crapes, gloves, muslins, and all Uie stock of an itlnerani 
trader. Ciesar was employed to bold open the mouth of the pack, 
■s its hoards were discharged , and occasionally he aided his yonng 
lady, by directingheradmlralion tosomeanirle of finery, which, 
from its deeper contrast in colours, he thought more worthy of 
her noUce. At length, Sarah having selected several articles, 
and satlsfaetorilj arranged the prices , observed in a cheerful voice. 

"But, Hariey, you have lold us no news? Baa LordCorn- 
wallis beaten the rebels again?" 

The question could not have been heard; fortbepedler, bury- 
ing his body in the pack, brought forth a quantity of lace of ei- 
qnisite fineness, and, holding it up to view, he required thead- 
mitalion of the young lady. Miss Peyton dropped the cup she was 
engaged In washing, from her band; and Frances ethiblted ibe 
whole oflliat lovely hce, which bad hitherto only solTcred one of 
Its joyons eyes to be seen, beaming with t colour that shamed Uia 
damask whidi eDTiaaslj concealed her Ggnre. 
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Tbn aoDt quitted ber emplojmenl ; and Birch soon disposed of 
■ liTgt portion of this valaable article. Tbe praises of the ladies 
bad drawn Ae irbole person of Ibe jonnger sister iDio view { and 
FrancMwasslowlr rising fniin the window, us Sarah repeatadber 
qnestion, with an einliatioD In her voice, that proceeded more 
from pleasure Id ber purchase, Iban her political feelLags. The 
jrouDgar sister resumed ber seat, apparently eiamining the state 
of the clouds, while the pedler , finding a repl;wi«eipected, ajo- 
BWBTCd liowlf — 

"There is some talk, below, about Tarleton hsTiog defiled 
General Sumpter, on the Hger river." 

Captain Wharton now InToInaiarilj tbrost his head betweeo 
the opening of tiie curtains into tbe room; and Frances taming her 
ear in breathless sUence , noticed tbe qnletejesofHarpM looking 
at tbe pedler, over the book he was affecting to read, with an ex- 
pression that dnioted him to btA lisienef of no ordinaq-teterest 

"Indeedl" cried tbe einlting Sarah; "Sampler — Sampler 
— who is he? Ill not buy even a pin, until you tell me all the news," 
she continaed, laughing, and throwing down a muslin she had 
been eiamining. 

For a moment (he pedler hesitated : his eye ^anced towards 
Harper, whowas jet gazing it him with settled meaning, and the 
wbolemanDerofBIicli.wasaltered. Approaching the fire , betook 
from bis moulh a large allowance of tbe Virginian weed, and de- 
posftingft, will) the superihundaDceofitsjuiceg, witbontmerc; 
to Hiss Peyton's shining andirons , fae retamed to his goods. 

"He lives somewhere among the niggars to tbe south," an- 
swered Ifae pedler, sbrnptlj. 

••nomoreniggsrthanbe yonraelf, Mister Birch," interrupt- 
ed Casar tartly dropping, at the same time, the covering of the 
gooda in high dlspleasare. 

'■Hash, Cesar — hush — never mind It now," said Sarah 
Wharton soothingly , impatient to hear further, 

"A black man so good as white, Hisa Sally," continued tbe 
oHended negro, "so long as he behave heself." 

"And frequently be Is much belter," rejoined his mistress; 
"but, Harvef, who Is this Ur. Somptert" 



A sli^t indieallon of hnmonr showed [tMlf on theraceoflhe 
pedler — but iidiMppeared, and he eonUnaed u If Ihe discouraa 
had met with do iotemiptioa rram the senBilireness of the do- 

"Aslvassajfng, he lives among the coloured people Id the 
aoath" — Cnsar TMnmed his occapatloo — " and be has lately 
bad a skrimmage with this Colonel Taiietou — " 

"WhadefeBiedhini ofcourse," criedSarab, vi(h confideDce. 

" So saj the troops at UorrisaDJa." 

"Bal what do jon sajT" Mr. Wharton TeDtnred to enquire,, 
jet spcakiog \a a low tone. 

"Irepeatbalwhat Ihear," Mid Birch, offering a piece of daih 
to the inspection of Sarah, who rejected il Id Bilence, eyidratlj 
determined to hear more before she made another purchase. 

*'Thej say, however, at the Plaina," ihe pedler continued, 
first throwing his eyes again ronnd the room , and letting them rest 
for an instant on Harper, " that Sunpler and one or two more 
were all that were hnrt, and that the rig'lars were all cnt to pieces, 
for the militia were filed snugly in alogbnrn." 

" Not very probable ," aaidSarah, contemptuously, "though 
I make do donbt the rebels got behind the logs." 

"Ithink," said the pedler, coolly, again offering the silk, 
"it's qntteingenioDS to get a log between one and a gun, instead of 
getlieg between a gun and a log." 

The eye> of Harper dropped quietly on the pages of the volamfl 
inhisband, whileFrsnces, rising, came forward with a smile in 
her face , as sbe enquired , in a tone of atTability that the pedler 
had never before witnessed from Ihe younger sister — 

"Have you more of Ihe lace, Mr.Birchl" 

The desired article was immediately produced, and Frances 
became a purchaser also. By her order, a glass of liquor was 
offered to the trader , who took ft with thanks, and, having paid 
his coropUmeDlS to Ihe master of the house and Ihe ladies, drank 
the beverage. 

" So , it is thought that Colonel Tarleion has worsted General 
Sumpter?" saidUr.Wbarion, aiTecling to be employed in mend~ 
bg the cup that was broken by the eagerness of his ^ter-jo-law. 
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"IbeUerethejlhlDbsoatHorrisinia," uidBlTdi, dr^t;. 

"Hne JODSD J other news, friend?" BBked Captain WhtrKu, 
rcntnilng to ttiruat hia face without the curtains again. 

"Havcjonbeaid that Major Andrf has heeohangedl" 

Captatn WbaTUD sl«rted, and for a moment gtances of great 
signiBcance were eichauged between bim and the trader , when he 
obserred, witb affeel«d iDdUrerence , "that mnst have been some 
weeks ago." 

"Does hii eiccatloa make mncb nolsel" asked the father, 
striving to make the broken chbu unite. 

"People will talk, youkaow, 'Squire." 

"Is there any probibilitf of movements below, mj friend, that 
will make travelling dangeronsT" asked Harper, looking sleadilj 
at the other. Id expectation ofhis reply. 

Some bimches of ribands fell tTOm tbe bands of Birch ; hU 
coanKnancc changed Imtantly, losing lis keen expression In !n~ 
ientmeanli^, as he answered slowly — "It Is some lime since the 
rig'ler cavalry were out, and I saw some of De Lancey's men 
cleaning their arms, as I passed Iheir quarters; It would l>e no 
wonder if they look Ibe scent soon , for the Tiiftola horse are low 
in ibe county." 

"Are theyinmucb forceT" asked Hr, Wharton, suspending 
■11 employment la aniiety. 

' ' I did not cotut tbem." 

Frances was the only observer of the change In the maimer of 
Birch, and, on lumiuglo Harper, he had resumed Ms book In sl~ 
lenc«. She took some of the ribands in her hand — laid them 
down agaJo — and, beuding over the goods, so Ihst her hair, falling 
in rieh carls, shaded her fhce, she observed, blushing with a eoloor 
that snlhised her neck — 

"Jthoai^t the sontbem horse had marched towards tbe Deli- 
ware." 

"It msy be so," said Birch; "I passed the troops at a dls- 

Qesar bad now selected a piece of calico , in which tile gaudy 
colour* of yellow andredwHecoDlrBstedonawhliegroimd, and, 
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after admirlog f( for sererd minnies , he laid it down vith a algh, 
as he cidaimed, " Beny pretty calico." 

"That," saldSarah; "yes, that would make a proper gown 
for joDTWifo, Cesar." 

"Tes, Miss Sally," cried the deljght«d black, "it make old 
Dioah heart leap for joy — so beny genteel." 

"Yes," added tke pedler, qaaintly, "Ihatisonly waatiDglo 
make Dinah look like a raJobow." 

Cesar eyed liis young mistress eageriy, antil she Miqoircd Ibe 
price of Harrey. 

"Why, much as 1 light of chaps," said the pedler. 

"Howmnch?" demanded Sarab in an rprise. 

"According (o my lock in finding purchasers; for my friend 
Dinah, youmsy have it alfoar shillings." 

"It is too mneh," said Sarah, laming to some goods for 
herself. 

"Hoostrons price for coarse calico , Mister Birch," gmmbled 
Casar, dropping Ibe opeaingofthepsck again. 

"We will say three, then," added the pedler, "Ifyonh'ke that 
better." 

"He sure be like 'em belter," said Cftsar, smiling goodhu- 
mouredly, and r«-opening the pack— "Hiss Sally like a free 
shilLng when she give, and a foar shiUing when she take." 

The bargain was immediately conckded; bn( in measuring, 
the doth wanted a litiJe of Ibe well known ten yards reqnired by the 
dimensions of Dinah. By dint ofa strong ann, however, it grew to 
the desired length, nnder the experienced eye of the pedler, who 
conscienUonsly added a ilhand of corresponding hrilhaney wilb Ihe 
calico; and Ctesar hastily withdrew, to commanicale tbe joyftil In- 
telligence (o bis aged partner. 

During the moTements created by Ihe coneloslon of the pnr- 
cbase. Captain Wbarton had Tenlured to draw aside the eartain, 
80 as to admit ■ view of his person , and he now enqnired of the 
pedler, who had begun to collect his scattered goods , at what lime 
be had led Ibe dty. 

"At early twilight," was the answer. 

"So btelyl" cried (he otbet in surprise; and Iben cnrrectlng 
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his maoiier, bj asnimlDg i more guarded air, he contldaed — 
" Coidd jon pass the ptckeU it so late an honrt " 

"Idid," iraa the laconic repl]'. 

'■Ton nmsi be weU known hj this time, Barrey , to the officers 
«f the British annj," cried Sarah, smiliDg knowtngl J on the 
pedler. 

"IknoiTsomeof thembjsi^t," said Birch, glaDdng his ejes 
round the apartment, taking in their conrse Captain Wharton , and 
resting for an instant on the conntenance of Qa^r. 

Mr. Whartonhadllslenedintentljto each speaker, in succes- 
sion , and had so far lost the aOectiilon ot IndiS'erence , as to be 
crushing in his hand the pieces of chins on which he had eipended 
somnehlabonr inendeavonring tomendit; when, obaerting the 
pedler tying Uie last knot in his' pack , he asked abruptly — 

"Are we ab^ut to be disturbed again with the enemy?" 

"Whodoyoueall theeneroy?" said the pedler, raistnghlm- 
self erect, and giring the oiheralook,beforevhich the eyes ofHr. 
Wbarlon sank in inatanl eonfbsion. 

"AU are enemies who disturb oar peace," said Hiss Peyton, 
obserriog that her brother was ttnahle to speak. "Bnl are the 
royal troops ont from belowl" 

"T la quite likely they soon may be," relumed Birch, raising 
Us pack th>m the Boor, and preparing to leave the room. 

"And theconUnentals," continued Hiss Peyton mildly, "are 
the continentals in the connlj?" 

Harrey was abont to utter sometliing In reply , when the door 
opened, andCasarmadehis appearance, attended by his delighted 
spouse. 

The race of blacks of which Cxsar was a ftvourable specimen 
is becoming very rare. The old tami\j servant, who, bom and 
reared in the dwelUng of his master. Identified himsetf with the 
welfare of those whom it was fiis lot to serve, b giving place Id 
every direcUon to that v^^ranl class which has sprnug up within 
the last thirty years, and whose members roam through the 
coimtr; nnfeltered by principles , or unlnOaenced by attachments. 
For It Is one of the cutses of slavery, (hat Its victims become in- 
compelenl to the stiribntes of a freeman. The short cnrij haii of 
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Cesar had acquired from age ■ coloariog of grey, that added 
greatly to the venerable east of his appearaocB, Long aod Inde- 
fatigable applications of the comb had slraigbtened the close cnrls 
of his rarehead , uotil the; stood erect In a stiff and formal brush, 
tbat gave at least two inches to bis stature. The sblDing black of 
his jouth had lost Its glistening bue, andil had been succeeded bj 
a dingf brown. His eyes , wbicb stood at a most formidable dis- 
tance from each other, tvere small, and chnract^ps^id by an gi- 
gre^aifuuirjood feeling , occasionally interrupted by the petulaucB 
of an indulgent servant ; they, however, now danced with inward 
delight. His nose possessed , in an eminent manner, all the rcqni- 
sites for smelliag, butwlth the most modest nnahtrusiveness; the 
nostrils being abundantly capacious, without Ibnisting themselTec 
in the way of their neighbours. His moulb was capacious to • 
fault, and was only tolerated on account of Ibe double row of pearls 
it contained. In person Cesar was short, and we should say 
square , had not all the angles and corves of bis figure bid defiance 
to auy^iing like mathematical symmetry. His arms were long and 
muscular, andlerminalcdby two bony bauds, that exhibited , on 
one side, a colouring of bladilsb grey, and on the other, a faded 
pink. But It was in his legs that nature had indulged her most 
capricious humotH*. There was an abundance of material injndi- 
cioasly used. Tbe calves were neither before nor behind, hat 
rather on the outer side of the limb, inclining forward, and so 
close to tbe knee as to render the free use of that joint a subject of 
doubt. Inthefoot, consideringit asabaseon which thebody was 
to rest, Ctesarbadno cause of complaint, unless, indeed , it might 
be that the leg was placed so near the centre , as to make it some- 
times a matter of dispute, whether he was not walking backwards. 
But whatever might be the faults , a statuary couid discover in bis 
person , Ibe heart of Casar Thompson was in tbe right place , and, 
wedonbtnot, of veryjusldimensious. 

Accompanied by his ancient companion , Cssar now advanced 
and paid his tribute of gratitude in words. Sarab received Ihem 
with great complacency, and made a few compliments lo tbe lasto 
oflhe husband and [be probable appearance of the wife. Frances, 
Tfitb a face beaming with a look of pleasure' that corresponded to 



Ihe SDuliDB coueteuances of (he blacks , offered the service of ber 
aeedle in filling the admired calico to its ftiture oses. Tlie offer 
was hambly and graleliill; accepted. 

As CKsar foUowed his wife and llie pedler from the aparlmeot, 
and was in Ibe act, of closing the door , be indulged bimself in a 
grateful aoliloqn j , h j saying aloud — 

"Good Utile ladj^MissFannj — toliecareofhefkder-' Jove 
to make a gown for old Dinah , loo." What else his feelings might 
hare induced liim to otter is unknown , liui the sonnd of bis voice 
was heard some lime after tbe distance rendered his words in- 
disUncU 

Harper had dropped bis book , and be sat an admiring witness 
of tbe scene; and Frances enjoyed a doable satisfaction as she re- 
eeived an approving smile from a face wliich concealed , under the 
traces of deep ihoi^l and engrossing care^tbe beneroicnl et< 
pression wliicb characleiises all the best fe^Un^ of the buoun 
beart.^ 

CHAPTER IV. 

"ItiitBarnnn, Ifaeifi, th* word, 
Tin hurisg a( thu ittanger Lard; 
BiittMtan, Dunty, bold, and Ull, 
Built Uka ■ tutU'i twUIsd wall, 
Tet mgnUod In mch jnit dsgigii, 
ail giant itienglli icenii lightanaiB «»e. 
Waather and w tbeir ronghar traw 
H»s lift on (bit nijeitle faca ; — 
Bnl'tiibiadlsnitf ofajel 
Thata , If a inppliant , would I ty, 
Saenra, 'middangar, ntongi, and gilaf. 
Of (rDpathr, radraii, rallaf^ 
Tii>tg1uica,lfgiilllf, waaldidrud 
Mora tfaui the doom that ipokc ma daad." 
'EBDDgb, no^lil' ibo prineaai triad, 
"T Ii Scatlud'ihopa, hat jay, har prlda!'" 

Waltac Scatl. 

Thk partj sat in silence for many minutes after the pedler had 
wllbdrawn. Mr. Wharton bad heard enough to increase his un- 
euiness, wltbont In the least removing his apprebensions on bc- 
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htir (rfbU MD. The CiptalD ms impatleall; wlshtBgHnper Id any 
olher place than the one he occupied vfth ancb apparent compo- 
Bare , wbHe Miss Peyton completed the dlaposal of her breakhst 
equipage viih tbe mild complaceocf of her natort, aided ■ little bj 
an iDward EaliaraetioD st possessing so large a purtlon of the 
trader's lace — Sarah vas hnsilj occupied in arrangfiig her 
pnrchaseE , and Frances was kindl; assisting in Ihe occupation, 
dliregirdiag her own negjected bairns , when the stranger sud- 
deol; broke the ailence b; saying — 

'■ If any appreheasians of me indnce Capialn Wharton to roain- 
tain his disguise, 1 wish bim to be nndecelfed: had 1 motives 
for betraying bim , diey could not operate under present cireom- 
•tances." 

Tbe younger sister sank into ber seal eoloarless and astonished. 
Hiss Peyton dropped the tea-tray she was lining from the table, 
and Sarah sat with her purchases anheeded in her lap , in speech- 
less surprise. Mr. Wharton was sinpified ; but the Captain , he- 
sitating a moment from ostonisiiment, sprang into the middle o( 
Iberoom, and eidaimed, asha tore offthe-instrnmeutsofhia dis- 
guise — 

"IbelicTeyoufhimmysoul, and this tireaome fmposiliou shall 
continue no longer. Yet I am ai a loss to cooeeiTe in what manner 
yon should know me." 

"Tou real] J look so much belter in your proper person, Ca^in 
Wharton," saldHarper, wllhaalighiamile, "I would advise you 
never to conceal it fo future. There is enough to betray yon, if 
other sources of detection were wanting; " as be spoke, he pointed 
to a picture suspended over the mantel-piece , which eiblbilcd the 
Brit^ ofBcer in his regimentals. 

"Ihaddatlercdmyself," cried yonng Wbartoa , wlthalaugh, 
" that I looked belter on the canvass than in a masquerade. You 
mnstbeacloBeobserver, Bir." 

"Necesaityhaa made meone," saldHarper, rising from his 

Frances met him as be was abont to withdraw, and, taking hia 
hand between both her own, said with earnestness, her cheeks 
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mtoiHiig with Ibelr riehnt TemdHoa— "Ton etimot — jon iriR 
not betray my brother." 

For an Instaat Harper pansed in silent admlnUon of the lotelj 
pleader, andthea, folding her hands od his breaal, be replied ao- 
lemDly— "Icannot, aDdlwillDot;" he released her hnads, and 
layiDgiiisowaoB her head gently, coutinaed — '*If the blessing 
of aslraDgercanprofilyou, receive it," Ue turned, and bowing 
low , retired wiib a delicicj that was dniy appreciated by those lie 
qailted , to liis own aparlment. 

The whole parly were deeply impressed with the fngenuous and 
Bolemnmannerofihe traveller, and aii ba I the father found ioi me- 
diate relief in his declaralioo. Some of the casl-offclothesof the 
Captain, which had iieen removed with Ihe goods from the city, 
were produced; and yonngWbartoa, released from the uneasiness 
of bis disguise , began at lost to enjoy a visit which had been un- 
dertaken at so much peTSonai risk to himself. Hr. Wharton , re- 
tiring to his ipartmeat, in pursuance of his regular engagements, 
the ladies with the yomig man were left to an uointemipted com- 
muuication on such subjects as were most agreeable. Even Miss 
Peyton was affected with the spirits of her young relatives; and 
threat for an hour, enjoying. In heedless conGdenca, the plea- 
sures of an unreslraltted conversation, without reflecting od any 
danger which might beimpendiog over them. The city and their 
acquaintances were not long neglected; for Hiss Peyton, who had 
never forgotten the many agreeable hours of her residence wilhla 
its boundaries, loon enquired among others, after their old ac- 
quaintance , Colonel WeHmere. 

"Oh!" cried the Captain, galty, "heyetcontlnnes there, as 
handsome and as gallant as ever." 

\A]thougha woman be not actually in love, she seldom heart 
witboula blush the name of a man whom she might late., and 
who has been connected with herself by idle gossips In the adialory 
mmonr of the day. Such bad been the case with Sarah , and she 
dropped her eyes on the carpet with a smile that, aided by the 
bittsb which Buffiised her cheek , in no degree detracted from her 
native charms. 

Captain Whirton, without heeding this display of interest in 
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U* (i«tn, Immedlilclj eontinned — "At (fanes he Is melancholj 
•— we lell him it must be bnt," Sarah raised her ejes to the bee 
of her hrolheT, aad ms eoDseiouBlj taming them on Ihe rest ol 
Ihepartj, vhea she met those of her sfeier, langbiiiK vilh good- 
faomour and high spirits, as she cried, "Poor man, does he 
despair I" 

"Whj, DO — one wonld think he eoiild not; the eldest son of 
amanofwealtfa, so handsome, and a Colonel." 

"Strong reasons, indeed, vhj he ehoiild prevail," said Sarah, 
endeaTOnring to laagb i " more particoiarlfihe latter." 

"Let me teiiyon," repiied the Captain, gnTely, "aLientenani- 
Coloaelcj in Ihe Goards is a Ter; preltj thing." 

"And Colonel Wellmere a very prellj man ," added Frances. 

"Haj, Franees," retnmedhersister, *' Colonel Welhnere was 
nererafBToariteof jonrs; he Is too lojal to Ms king to be agreeable 
to yonr taste." 

Frances qnlcU; answered, "And Is not Henrj loyal to his 
king'" 

"Come, come," said Hiss Peyton, " no dEfference of opinion 
aboat the Colonel — he is a bvourite of mine." 

"Fanny likes Uajon better," cried the brother, polling her 
opon bis knee. 

"Nonsense," said the blushing girl, as she endeavoured to 
eilricateherselffrom the grasp ofher laughing brother. 

"It snrprfsea me," coniinned the Captain, "thatPeyton, when 
heprocnred the release of my falber, did not endeavonr to detain 
my sister In the rebel camp." 

"That might have endangered his own liberty," said the 
smilinggiri, resnming her seat: " yon know It is liberty for which 
Major DoDwoodie is Sghting." 

"Liberty!" eiclalmed Sarah; "very pretty liberty irtiicb ex- 
changes one master for fifty." 

"Iheprivllege of changing masters stall Is a liberty." 

"And one yon ladies would sometimes he glad to exercise," 
cried Ihe Captain. 

" fVe like , I believe , to have the liberty of choosing who Ihey 
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sh«ll Ire, in the first place," said the laa^ng girl ; " don't we «uat 
Jeanette?" 

"He!" cried Hiss Peyton, starting; "vhat do 1 know ofsadi 
things, child? yon most ask some one else, if jouirish to leam 
SDch matters." 

"Ah! you would have ds think 7011 were never yoting; but 
what am I to beliere of ell the tales 1 have heard about the hand- 
some Hiss Jennetle Fejton?" 

"Noosense, my dear, Domense," said the anat, endea- 
vouring to suppress a smile; "It is very silly to believe oil yon 

"Konsense, do you call It?" cried the CiptaiD, gaily; "lo 
(his hour General Uontrose toasts UUs Peyton ; I heard Um within 
the week, al Sir Henry's table." 

"Why, Henry, you are as sancy as yonr sister; and to break in 
upon your folly, I mosl take yon to see my new home-made mann- 
faclnres, which I will be bold enough to put la contrast with the 
finery of Birch." 

The young people rose lo follow their aunt. Id perfect good 
hnmotu- with each oUier and the world. On escending the stairs 
lo the place of deposit for Miss Peyton's articles of domestic eco- 
nomy, she availed herself, however, of an opportunity to enquire 
of her nephew, whether General Hontrose sidTered as much (Vom 
the gout, as he had done when she knew him. 

Ills a paioful discovery that we make, as we advance inlif^, 
that even those we most love ere not exempt from its frailties. 
.When the heart Is fVesb , and the view of the futnre unsnlbed by 
the blemishes which have been gathered ttoio the etperience of ibe 
past, our feelings are mosl holy ; we love to identify with Ihe per- 
sons ofonTnalural Mends all Ibose qualities to which we ourselves 
aspire, and all those virtues we have been taught lo revere. The 
confidence with which we esteem seems a part of our nature ; and 
there is a pnrity thrown aronnd the affections which tie ns to our 
kindred, that artei^life can seldom hope to see uninjured. The 
Tamilj of Mr. Wharton continued to enjoy, for the remainder of 
theday, a happiness to which they had long been strainers; and 
one that sprang, in Its younger members, ttom the delights of 
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the most coofidnit affec^oD, ud the eichsDge of the molt dl»- 
iaterested endetnnents. 

Harper appeared onlj at tbe dinner table , and he rethed with 
the doth, under the pretence of some engagements in his owo 
room. Notwilhstaading the conGdence created by his manner, 
the familj fell his absence a reUef; forlhe visit ofCaplaiu Wharton 
was necessarily to be contiaed to a very few days, hotb&omtha 
limitation of his leave of absence, and the danger of a discovery. 

All dread of coDsequences, however, was lost in the pleasure 
of the meeting. Once or twice during the day, Mr. Wharton bad 
suggested a doubt as to Ibe character of his unknown guest, and 
tbe possibility of the detection of his son proceeding in some 
manner from his information ; but the idea was earnestly opposed 
by alibis children; even Sarah uniting with her brother and sister 
in pleading warmly in favour of the sincerity expressed in the out- 
ward appearance of the traveller. 

'Such appearances, my children," replied the desponding 
parent, "arebut loo often deceitful; whgn men like Major Andi4 
lend themselves to the purposes of fraud, it is idle to reason from 
qnalitiea, much less externals." 

"Fraudl" cried his son quickly; "surely. Sir, yon forget 
that Major Andr£ was serving hisking, and that the usages of war 
justified the measure." 

"And did not the usages of war justify his death, Henry?" 
enquired Frances , speaking in a low voice , unwilling to abandon 
what she thought the cause ofhercouniiy, and yet unable to snp- 
pi«RS her feelings for the man. 

"Never!" excIalmedtheyouDgman, springing (irom his seat, 
and pacing the floor rapidly — "Frances, you shock me, sup- 
pose it should be my fate , even now , to fall into the power of the 
rebels ; yon wotild vindicate my eiecnlion — perhaps emit in the 
cmelty of Washington." 

"Henry!" said Frances, solemnly, quivering with emotion, 
and with a tact pale as death , ' ' yon little know my heart." 

"Pardonme, my sister — mylittleFaimy," eried the repent- 
ant jonth, pressing her to his bosom, and kissing off the tears 
which had burst, spile of her resoluUan , from her eyes. 
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" It is verj foolieh to regard your IubIj words , I know ," Mid 
FmocM , extriealii^ herMlf ftom his arms , and raising ber jet 
linmid ejes to his {kcfl viib a smile; "bat reproach from those 
we lore Is roost severe, UeDtj; parlicularlj — where we — we 
ttiiDli — we know" — her paleness gradnallj gave place to the 
eolonr of the rose , as she eonduded In a low rotce , with her eyes 
directed lo the carpet i"^ we are uodeserving of It^ 

Miss Peyton maTed from hor own aeatto (he one aeit her niece, 
and, Uodly taking her hand, observed, "Ton should not snffer 
(heimpetnosityofyoorbrothMto affect yon so much; boys, yon 
know, are proverbially ongoTemsble." 

"And, from my condncl, yon might add cruel," said the 
Captain, seating himself on the other side of Ids sEster; "baton 
the sobject of the death of Andr^ we ire all of as nncommonlj 
sensitive. Yon did not Icnow him; he was hH that was brave — 
that was accompliahed — that was utimabie." Frances smiled 
foinlly, and shook her head, bnt made no reply. Her brother, 
observing ibe marks of incrednlity in her conntenance , continued 
— ~"Youdonbt it, andjostify ills death?" 

"IdoDotdoahthis worth," replied the maid, mildly, "uor 
bis being deserving of a more happy fate; bntleanaot doubt Ih« 
prapriely of Wosbington'i 



B conduct, I iiufy hilt IJHIii pf Iho, 
1 t o know iBSj fbiit with what hopes of 



snecess could the Ameiieaos CMilend , Ifiheyyteldedall the prin- 
ciples which long nsage had established , to the eiclosive purposes 
of the British?" 

"Why coutendatstl?" cried Sarah, impatiently; "besides, 
being rebels, all their acts are illegal." 

*' Women are bnl roirrois, whkh reflect the images before 
them," cried the Captain, goad-nalu redly. " In Frances I see the 
pictureofUsjorlhjasutodie, andinSarah— " ^ 

" Colonel Wednere/' inlermpled the yonnger sister , laugh- 
ing, and blnshing crimson, "I most confess 1 am indebted to 
the Major for my reasoning — am I not, aanl Jeaoelle?" 

"I believe it is something like his logic, indeed, child." 

"I plead gailly; and yon, Barah, have not fbrgotien (he 
learned dlscossions of Colonel Weilmere." 
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"lUnstlDever ToTgei iheii^l," stidSarab, emalatlng her 
•Ister In colour, and risii^, noder the pretence orBvaiding ilie 
healoflbeBre. 

Nothing oecoired of any monient during the rest of the day; 
bat to the evening Casar reported that he had over-heard voices ia 
the Toom of Harper conversing in a low tone. The apartment oc- 
cnpied by the traveller was the wing at Uie eitremitj of the build' 
fag, opposite to tbo parlour in which l}ie family ordinarily >»• 
■embled; and it seema, that Cesar had established a regular 
system of espionage, withaviewto the safety of his jonng master, 
^s InlelUgence gave some uneasiness to all the members of the 
family; buttbe entranceofHarper himself, with the air of bene- 
Tolenee and sincerity which shone through his reserve , soon 
removed the doubts firom the breast of all bnt Mr. Wharton. His 
childreo and sister believed Cesar to have been misiakea, and the 
eveniDgpassedoffwithout any additional alarm. 

On the afternoon of the succeeding day, the party were as- 
sembled in the parioor round the tea-table of AUss Peyton, when 
a cbaoge In the weather occurred. TbethinBcnd, that apparently 
Boated but a short distance above the tops of the hills , began to 
drive from the west towards the east in astonishing rapidity. The 
rain yet conUoued to beat against the eest«m windows of (he 
house with fury; tn that direction the heavens were dark and 
gloomy. Franceswas gaiingat thescuie wilhthedesireofyoulh 
toescapeAtimthetedinmof confinement, when, as if by magic, 
all was still. The rushing winds bad ceased, the peMog of the 
etonu wasover, and, springing to the window, with delight pic- 
tured in her f^ce , she saw a glorions ray of suoshiae lighting the 
opposite wood. The foliage glittered with the checkered beauties 
ot the October leaf, reflecting back fTom the moistened boughs the 
richest lustre of an American antumn. In an instant, tbe piarxa, 
which opened to the south , was thronged with the inmates of the 
cottage. The air was mild, balmy, and refreshing; in the east, 
clouds, idiich might be likened ta the retreating masses ofadis- 
comfiled army, hung around the horizon in awful and Increasing 
darkness. At a little elevation above tbe cottage , the thin vapour 
was still rushing towards the east with amaiingvelocity; while ta 
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the west the sud had broken forth (od shed his ptrting radiniiGe on 
the scene below, aided by the fnliest richness of a clear atmosphere 
and a FTesheDed heri>^. Soch momeDls belong odIj to (he 
climate of America, and are enjajed la a degree proportioned to 
the suddenness of the contrast, and the pleasure we experience in 
escaping ^m the iniiinleDCe of the elements to the quiet of a 
peacefol eveniag, aadanairslilt as the softest mornings in Jane. 

" What a magntiiceiit scenel" said Harper, inaiowtone; 
"how grand 1 how awf uil; sabllme I — maj snch a quiet speedil j 
await the straggle in which mj eoaoirj is engaged, and soch a 
l^orions erening follow the day of her advcrsi^." 

Frances, who stood next to him, alone heard the Toice. Tom- ! 
iog in amazement from the speaker, she saw him standing bare- 
headed , erect , and with his eyes liTled to Heaven. IlieTe was do 
longer the qniet which had seemed their characteristic, but they 
were lifted into something like enthnsiasm, and a slight flash 
passed over his features. 

There can be no danger apprehended from sncli a man, thon^t 
Frances ; snch feelings belong only lu the Tirtnons. 

The mnslngs of the party were now interrupted by the sudden 
appearance of the pedler. He had taken advaatage of the Grsl 
gleam orsnnahfne to hasten to the cottage. Heedless of wet or dry 
as it lay In his path, withanns swinglngtoand fi«, and with his 
head beat forward of his body several inches, Harvey Birch ap- 
proached the piazza wllh a gait pecnliiriy bis own, — It was the 
quick, lengthened pace ofanltineraDt vender of goods. 

"Fine evening," said the pedler, saluting the party without 
raising his eyes ; " quite warm and agreeable for the season." 

Mr. Wliarton assented to the remark, and enquired kindly 
alter the health of his thlher. Harvey heard him , and continued 
slauding for some lime In moody silence; bnt the qnesIloD being 
repealed , he answered with a slight Iremour In bis voice — 

"He fails fast; old age and hardships will do their work." The 
(Mdler tnmed bis face from the view of most of the family; but 
Frances noUeed bis glistening eyes and quivering Up, and, for 
the second time, Harvey rose in her esllmatioa. 

The valley in which the residence ofUr. Wharton stood ran in 
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a dlnoUon from north-west to aoath-cast, and the house wa^ 
placed OD the dde ot a hill which lennlDated its length la the 
Tormer diractlon. A. small opening, oceisloned bf the receding 
of the opposlto hill, and the bll of the land to the level of the tide 
water, afforded a view of the Sound* over the topsofUie distant 
woods on Its margin. The surface oftbe water which had solalelf 
been lathing the shores with boisterons furj , was already losing 
its rallied darkness In the long and regular nndalations that suc-~ 
ceeded a tempest, while the light air (roja the south-west was 
genti; loDching their summita , leading its feeble aid in stilling the 
waters. Some dark spots were now to be distinguished, oe- 
casioaall; rising into view, and again siukiug behind the lengthen- 
ed waves which interposed themselves to the sighL Thej were uu" 
aolieed by all but the pedler. Be had seated himselfon the piazza, 
St a distance Jrom Harper , and appeared to have forgotten the oh- 
■Jliil urnirvtsit. Bis roving eje , however, soon caught a glimpse 
of these new objects in the view, and be sprang np with ^acritf, 
gazinglntentlj towards the water. He changed bis place, glaneiag 
bjg .e j fs with marked uneasiness on Harper, and Ihea said with 
great emphasis— — — — - 

" The rig'lan must be ont llrom below." 

"Wbr dojonlhioksoT" enquired Captain 'Wharton, eagerlj. 
"CodseDdft majbelroe; I want their escort in again." 

"Them ten whale boats would not move so fast unless Ihej 
were better manned than common." 

"Perhaps," cried Hr. Wharton in alarm, "thejare — the; 
■re conUnenlals relnming from tbe island." 

"Thej look like rig'iBrs," said the pedler, wltbmeaoiag. 

"Look!" repeated the Captain, "there is notbing but spots to 

Barrejr disregarded his observation, bat seemed to besolllo- 
qidsiag, as be said in an nnder-iooe, "Tbey came out before the 

• An liUnd nnie tlan brtr leipiei la loglh ||« oppnilta tha ciuiti 
of N»« Tark and Conn«cilnit. Tbs am nt tli* lea Tkich ttfmtn it 
From th< nain ii teclmtull}' emllei ■ lonnil, «d1 in tbat put of tha 
cgualrj, par ezcallenca, Tlie Sonnd. TWi iliaat oE water TulM 

la it> Imuttli from Sva to tUi^ nilai. 
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fde — hiTC laid od Ihe Island theie two dajrg — hone are od the 
road - - there will soon be lighting near as." Daring this speech, 
Birtb sereral UmeB ^need his eje towards Hirper, with evident 
DDeiBlness, bnt do correspondiog emolioQ betrayed anr iDtereet 
of tliat gentleman ID the scene. He siood in silent contemplation - 
of the Tlew, and seemed enjoying the change in the air. As Birch 
eonclnded, however, Harper tamed to his host, and mentioned 
thathia hnsiness would not admit ofDnoecessary delay; he would, 
therefore, avail hinaeir of the Sne evening to ride ■ few miles on bis 
journey. Hr. Wharton made many proressions of regret at losiug 
so agreeable an inmate; bat was too mlndfal of his duty not to 
speed the patting gnest, and orders wert Instantly givei) to tkal 
effect. 

Hie nnetsiness of the pedler Inereased in a manner for whieb 
nothing apparent conld acconnl ; his eye was constantly wandering 
towards the lower end of the Tale, as If in etpeelatlon ofsomein- 
lerropUofi tram that quarter. At length Cvsar appeared, leading 
the noble beast which was to bear the weight of the traveller. The 
pedlei officiously asabled to tighten the girths , and bslen the blue 
cloak and vallise to (he mall straps. 

Every preparation being eompleted, narper proceeded to take 
Us leave. To Sarah and her aunt he paid his Mmpliments with 
ease and kindness; but when he came to Frances, he paused a 
moment, while bis bee assomed an etpresslon of more than or- 
dinary benignity. His eyes repealed the blessing which had hefbre 
lallen from hia lips , and the giri felt her cheeks glow, and heart 
bent, with a quicker pnlsation, as he spoke his adleos. There was 
I mutual eidtange of polite courtesy between Ihe host and bis part- 
ing guest: but aa Harper frankly offered his hand to Captain 
Wharton, he remarked. In a mannerof great solemnity — 

"The step yuu hate undertaken is one of mncbiJaoger, and 
disagreeable conaequeneea to yoniseif may result from it; in such 
■ case, I may have It In my power to prove the gratitude I owe yonr 
(BmOy fbr Its kindness." 

"Surely, Sir," cried Ihe father, losing sight of delicacy In 
apprehension for his child, "yon v^ keep secret the discovery 
irbich jonr being in my house has enabled you to make," 
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Harper turned qalcklj to Ihe speaker, and (hen, losing tiie 
which had began to gather on Us conntenaoce, he an- 
swered mildlf , "I haie learnt nothing in joar familf , Sir, oT 
iriiich I was igDoraat before ; bui jonr son is satfer from my know- 
ledge of his visit than he wonid he without It." 

He bowed to the whole part;, and without taking aoj Dolice 
of the pedler, other than simply thaaking him for his attentions, 
inannl«d his horse, andridingsleadilfand graceftill; Ihrongh the 
little gate, was soon lost behind the hill which sheltered the valle; 
lo the nor^ward. 

The ejes of the pedler followed the retiring Sgare of the horso- 
man so long as it continued in view, and as it disappeared fhini 
his si^l, he drew a long and heay; sigh, as if relieved fhtm a 
load of apprehension. The Whartons had meditated in silence on 
the character and visit of their unknown guest for the same period, 
when the father approached Birch , and observed — 

"lam jet ;our debtor, Harvey, for the tobacco jou wereeo 
kind as to bring me from the city." 

"Ifit should not prove so good as the Brst," replied the pedler, 
filing a last and lingering look Id the direction of Harper's route, 
"it Is owing to Uiescareiif of the article." 

■'I like it much," continued the other; "hot you have for- 
gotten to name the price." 

Hie coBntenance of the trader dianged, and, losing its ex- 
pression of deep care in a natural acMeness , be answered — 

"It is hard to say what ought lobe the price; I helieve I must 
leave it to yoor own generosity." 

Mr. Wharton had tak«i a hand weM filled with the images of 
Carolus m. from his pocket, and now eitended it towards Birch 
with three of the pieces between his finger and thumb. Harvey's 
eyes twinkled as he contemplated the reword ; and rolling over In 
his mouth a large quantity of the article in question, cooUy 
stretched fortii his hand, into which the dollars fell with a most 
agreeable sound; but not saiiaBed with the transient music of 
their fall , the pedler gave each piece in succession a ring on the 
steppii^-stODfl of the piazza, before he consigned it to the safe 
keeping of a hnge deer-skin purse , which vanished from the sight 
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of the spectators so dexteron^j, that not one of them could have 
told abaai what part o( his person it was secreted. 

This Ter; material point in liis basiness so aatlsfactorilf com- 
pleted, the pedler rose from bis seat od the Qoot or the piazza, 
and approached to vhere Captain Wharton stood , supporting his 
sisters on either arm, as thej listened with the lively interest of 
affectioD loliis conversation. 

Tlie agitation of the preceding Incidents had caused sudi an 
expenditoreoftheinices vhichhad become necessary to the mouth 
of the pedler, Uiat a new supply of the weed was required before 
ba conld tnin his attention to business of lesser moment. Thil 
done, he asked ahmpilj — 

"Captain Wharton, dojODgotn to-^ght?" 

"No!" said the Captain, laconieall;, and looking at hts 
lovelj burdens with great alTection. '■Mr. Birch, would jon 
have me leave such company so soon, whep I ma; never enjoj 
it again?" 

"Brother!" said Frances, "jesting on snch a sabject is cruel." 

"1 rather gness," contlnaed ibe pedler, cooll]', "now the 
storm is orer, the Skinners maj be meving; jou bad better 
shorten jouT visit. Captain Wharton." 

"Oh!" cried the British officer, "a tev gnlneas vOI buy off 
those rascals at an; time, shonid I meet them. No, no, Mr. 
Birch, here I sta J until morning." 

"Uonejr could not liberate Major Andr£," said the pedler, drylj. 

Bodi the sisters now turned to (be Captain In alarm , and the 
elder observed — 

"Ton had better take the advice of Hirvej; rest assured, 
brother, his opinion in such matters ou^t not to be disregarded." 

"Tes," added tlie jounger, "if, as I suspect, Hr. Birch 
assisted JOU to come here, ;out safetj, our happiness, dear 
Uenrj, require joa to listen to Um now." 

"I brauglit mfsetf out, and can take myself In," said the 
Captain, positively; "our bargain went no further than to pro- 
cure my disguise , and to let me know when the coast was clear; 
Budin Ihelallerparlicular, you were mistaken, Ur.Birch." 

"Iwaa," said the pedler with some inieresi, "and the greater 
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is the reason whj yon should get back lo-ulght; the pass I gava 
jvn will sArt bat once." 

" Cannot jou fo^ anotherT" 

The pale cheek of the trader showed m naasaal colour, but 
he continued silent, with hi> eyes 6ud an the groaad: until the 
foong roao added, with Kreat posiliveness — "Here I bIaj this 
night, come what will." 

" Captain Wharton," uidthepedler, with greet deliberation 
■ad marked emphasis, "beware a tall Tlrginian, with huge 
whiskers; he is below ]vn to mj knoiriedge; the devil can't de- 
ceive him; IneTerconld but once." 

"Let him beware of me," said Wharton, hanghtll;; "hot, 
Mr. Bitch, I exonerate ]ron from tiirther respongibllitf." 

"WilI]roDglveme that in writing?" asked the caDtloos Birch. 

"OhI cheerfnilj," cried the Captain, wilhalangh; "CbmtI 
pen, ink, and paper, while I write a discbarge for mj tmstj 
altendant, Harvej Birch, pedler, d:c., Ste." 

The implements for writing were prodaced, aod the Captain, 
wiUi great gaietj, wrote the desired acknowledgment in language 
of his own; irtilch the pedler look and carehllj depositing it by 
the side of the images of his Calholic Uajesij , made a sweeping 
bow to the whole familj, and departed as he had approached. 
He was soon seen at a dtatance, stealing Into the door of his own 
humble dwelling. 

The father and sisters of the Caplalo were too mnch rqoiced in 
retaining the fouag man, to express, or even eulertain , the ap- 
prehensions bis situation mi^t reasooably eicite ; bol on retiring 
to tlielr evening repast, a cooler refleciiDn induced the Captain to 
think of changing his mind, Unwiliing to trust himself oal of the 
protection of his fatber's domains, the joung man despatched 
Qesar to desire another Interview wilb Harvey- The black soon 
returned with the onwelcoine Inlelligence that it was now too late. 
Ea^ had told him [bat Harvey must be miles on bis road to the 
nortbwaj^, "having lelt home at eailj candle-light with his pack." 
Nothing now remained to the Captain but patience, until the 
morning should afford further opportuni^ of deciding on the best 
course fbr him to pursue. 
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"This Harvej Birch, with his knowing looks and porUmtOItf 
warnings, gives me more oueasiness thm I am wUliDg to own," 
said Captain Witarton , roosing hlmsalr from a fit of mnslDg, ia 
which the danger ofUa sitoation made no small part of bis medl- 
lations. 

"How is it that be Is able to travei to and tto in these dlfficalt 
times, wilboatmolestatloDT'' enquired Hiss Peyton. 

"Wbjthe rebels saffer him to escape so easilf, is more than 
I can iDswer," rttamed the other; "bnt Sir neniy woold not 
permit ahairofhishead to be Injured." 

"Indeedl" criedFnutces, with ialcrest; "Isbe tbeuknam 
to Sir Henry Clintonl " 

" At least be ought to be." 

"Do joa think, my son," asked Mr. Wharton, "there Is 
DO danger of bis betrajiug yoaT" 

"Why — do; I reDeeled on that before I Irnsted mjselt to 
his power," said the Captain, thoDghtfoily : "he seems to b« 
bilbfU in matters of business. The danger to himself, should 
be retnrq to tfae city, would prevent snch an act of Tillsny." 

"Itliink,*' said Frances . adopUn g the niitoaEi ji f i^ej ^JtJ^f^ 
"Barrey Birch is not withoni gooa teeUngs ; at least, be has the 
appearance of ^em at times." 

"Oh!" cried his sister, eiulUng, "he has loyalty, and that 
wltli me is a cardinal virtne." 

**I am aftvld," said her brother, lauglihig, "love of money 
ts ■ ttronger passion than loTe of his Ung." 

"Then," said the father, " yon eanaot be safe while In his 
power — fbr uo lore will withstand the temptation of money when 
oBtred to OTarice." 

"finrely. Sir," cried the yontb, tecorering his gaiety, 
"ibere must be one lore that can resist aoytbing. Is there not, 
Fanny?" 

' ' Here Is your candle , yon beep your lather op beyond his 
■saal boar." 
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CHAPTER V. 

TM«*th8alinriudi, tli tooth T*rcn 
Blindrold, ha knew the pathi to cmuj 
Bf irU} tuini, l>7 de<|>s»t>i bouodi, 
lUll UfBed Parcj-i bEit blood-houndh 
loEik*. atUddal, fnrdi van nDiu. 
But ha would ride them, odo 1} ou; 
Alike to hiBwotiima, ertide, 
Dec«iBb«t'iuui«. BrJalf-ipridai 



WiltarSeott. 

All die members of (he WlurtoD family laid their heads on 
their pillows that night , vitb a fareboding of some iDterniption to 
their ordioary quiet. UneuiDess kept the sisteis from enjoying 
their asual repose , andthej rose from dieir beds, on Qie follow- 
ing morning, nnrefVeshed, and elmostviihoat having doaedlhelr 
eyes. 

On l^ing an eager and hasty survey of Ihe nlley fhnn the 
windows of their room, nothing, however, but its nsoal serenity 
was to be seen. It was glittering with Ihe opening brilliaDey of one 
of Lhose lovely , mild days which occnr about Ihe time of the Eilling 
of Ihe leaf; and wluch, by their frequency, class [he Ameii&an 
autumn with the most deli^tful seasons of other countries. We 
have no spring ; vegelalion seems to leap into eiistence, instead of- 
creeping, as In the samelalitndes of the old world: buthowgrace- 
fiiily it retires! September, Octtdier, even November and Decem- 
ber, compose the season for enjoyment in the open air; they have 
their storms, but they are distinct, and not of long continuance, 
leaving a clear atmosphere and a cloudless sky. 

As nothing could be seen likely to interrupt the enjoyments 
and harmony of such a day, the sisters descended to Ihe parlour, 
«ilb a returning conGdence in their brother's security and their 
own happiness. 

The family were early in assembling around the breakfast 
table; and Miss Peyton, with a liltle of that minute precision 
which creeps into tlie habits of single life , had pleasantly insbled 
that Ihe absence of her nephew should in no manner interfere with 
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dwragoUr hours she lud ealablUhed ; MiiMqaenllj, Ibt fMrtj were 
■lieadj seated whcD tbe CapUin made his appearsnce ; Uiongh the 
nnUAted coffee snfflcieotlj proved, IhU b; oone of his reluivois . 
was his absence disregarded. 

"IthinkldidmDch better," he criad, taking a chair between 
bis sisters, and recnviog their offered salutes, "toMCnreagood 
bed and Bach a plentiful breakftst. Instead of IruBting to tbe hoBpi' 
talUj of that renowned corps, the Cow-^oys." 

" If ;oQ could sleep ," saldSarah, "jouweremorerortunate 
than Frances and myself; erery marmar of the night air sounded 
10 me like the approach of the rebel army," 

"Why," said the Captain taoghing, "Idoackuowledgealiltle 
Inqaietude myself — but bow was it with youl" turning to bis 
youager-and evidently favourite sister, and tapping her cbeek ; 
*' did yon see banners in tbe clouds , and mistake Uiss Peyton's 
Aeolian harp for rebellioDsmasicT" 

"Nay, Henry," rejoined tbe maid, looking at him affectionately, 
"mncbasl tofe my awn country, the approach of her troops just 
now would give me great pain." 

Tbe brother made no reply; but returning the fondness ex- 
pressed in her eye by a look of fraternal tenderness, be gently 
pressed her hand In silence ; when Cnsar , who had participated 
largely in the anxiety of tbe fomily, and who had risen with tbe 
dawn, and kept a vigilant watch on the surrounding objects, as be 
stood gazingfrom one of the windows, eiclalmeiT with a foce that 
approached to something like the hues ofa while man — 

"Hnn — massa Harry — ran — If be love oldCKsar, run — 
here come a rebel horse. " 

"Rnnl" repeated UieBriti A oCBcer, gathering bimtelf up in 
ralUtary pride; "no, Hr. Cxsar, running is not my trade." 
'While speaking, hewalkeddeliberaiety to (he window, wheraihe 
family were already collected In the greatest consternation. 

Atlhedisianeeof more than a mile, about Gfty dragoons were 
to be seen, winding down one of the lateral entrances of the valley. 
In advance with an officer, was a man attired in the dress ofa 
.cenolrymaa, whopoinlediuttiedireGliouoftheGotiage, Asmall 
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part; Kow left IIh hbIo body, tod mared npidi} towwd* the 
objeet of their destjnolioD. 

On KBchiDg the road irtileh led throng die bottom of the ral- 
hj, Ihej turned their haises' heads to the nora. The Whartona 
•onllnBCd ehaloed In breiiUeM ailence l« the apot ,- watching their 
noTemeBte, vhea Ihepaitj having nachMl the dnelliiig of Birch, 
made a rapid circle aroBDd Us gronuda , and to aa instiuit his 
liaase was SDrroanded by a dozen sendads. 

Two or three of the (bvgootiB now dlsmonoted and disappear- 
ed: in a Dew minnles, however, they retomed to the jard, fol- 
lowed bfKatj, from whose Tjoleot gestienlatioDi, it was evident 
that matters of no trifling nmeero were on the caipet, A short 
cammnnicatioa with the loquacious housekeeper followed the at- 
riTsi of the main bodf of the troop , and the adTsneed gartj re- 
iBooating, the whole moved towards the Locusts with great speed. 

As ;ei none of the famil; had enfflcient presence of miud to 
devise anj means of secoritj for Captain 'Wharton ; bnl the danger 
now became loo pressing to admit of longer delaj , and various 
means of secreting him were hastiljr proposed ; bat thef were all 
hav^htilj rejected bj the jronng man, as unworthf of his character, 
Itvas toolate to retreattolfae woods in the rear of the cottage, for 
he would unavoldablj he seen , and, foUowedbf a troop of horse, 
as inevitably taken. 

Atlength, bis sisters, with trembling bands, replaced his 
original disguise, the Instnimenls of which had been earefiillj 
kept at handbjCiesar, in eipeetatlon of some sudden emergency. 

This arrangement was hastU; and imperfecti]' completed, as 
the dragoons entered the lawn and orchard of the Locusts , riding 
with the rapidity of the wind ; and in their turn the Wbarlons were 
surrounded. 

Nothing remained now, bnt to meet the impending eumination 
with as much indifference as the family co^id assume. The leader 
oflhehorse dismounted, and, followed by a couple of his men, 
he approached Ihe enter door of the hnilding, which was alowly 
and relnctantly opened for his admission by Cnsar. Hie heavy 
tread of the trooper, as he followed the black to the door of the 
parlour , rang tn the ears of the ftemalea as It approached nearw 
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mi atanr , and dron (b« blood from tbeh- faew b> tteir k«rU, 
with a cUU that nearl j aimlhlkled feeling. 

A inm, vfaoM coIosmI aiiiBFe mintfeated lli« posMssion of 
TaBtBtraigtk, catered tbe reom, and reraoviBg his cap, hesalvled 
the faollj vitb a mildneM hia ippearaitCB did not ivdicaM aa 
belonging to his njlnre. His darii balr hong aroand hla brow In 
proftisioo, Ihoogb stained TitbUiepawderwIiichwBBironi at tbat 
day, and Ms face was nearlj hid in the whiskers by wliich It was 
disfigured. Still, iheeipressfouorhiaeje, Ihongb piercing, was 
not bad, ondlusToice, Uioiigh deep and powerful , was far from 
nnplesstnt. Frances Tentnred U throw a timid glance at his figure 
as he entered, and saw at once the man, from whose scnitlnr, 
Harref Birch had warned them , there was so much to be appre- 
hended. 

" Yon have no cause for alsnn, ladies," said the ofBcer, pan- 
fiing a moment, and conterophting the pale faces aronnd him — 
"mj business witlbeconflDedtoafewquestions, wlilch, tffreel; 
answered, will instantly remore ns from joat dwelling." 

"And what may Ihey be, SfrT" sUmmered Mr, Wharton, 
rising from his chalr, and waiting anilonBly for (he reply. 

"Has there been a strange gentleman slaying with yon dnrtng 
tbestonnT" continued the dragoon , spealdngwilh Interest, and 
fo some degree sharlug in the evident anxiety of the faAef. 

"This genlleman — here — (hTonred ns with hia eompaiij 
dnrfng the rain, and has not yet departed." 

"This gentleman!" repeated the other, taming to Captain 
Wharton, and contemplaUng his fignre for a moment, nntil the 
■niiety of his countenance gave place to a larking smile. He ap- 
proached the yooth wllh an air of comic gravity, and with a low 
bow, eondnoed — "I am setty fbr the severe cold yoa have In 
joorhead. Sir." 

"It" eictalmed die Captain, banrprlse; "I have no cold fa 
myhearf." 

"IfiuKledIt, tfaen, from sedng yon had covered such hand- 
some bhek lodu with that n^ old wig; It vai my mistake , yon 
win please to pardon It." 

Ur. Wbarton groaned alendi bnt the ladles, Ignomt of the 
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mentoflbelrTtallor'i knowledge, remained Id trembllDgyet rigid 
^eoce. The CipUIn blmself mcTed hia hand iDTelaalarflT la bis 
head, and dlMoverad ihat the trepidation of hU aiBters had lelt 
■ome ef his oataral hair exposed. The dragoou watched Ihe more- 
meol with a cooUnned amite, when aeeming to recollect himself, 
tnniiBgto the father, he proceeded — 

''Thea, Sir, I am to noderstaod there has not heen a Mr, 
Harper hers within the week." 

"Ur. Harper," echoed Ihe other, (eelinga load remoted from 
hisheart — "jes,— IhadfOTgotten; bnihelagoiie: andlflhere 
be BDjthlng wrong In his characiBT, we are in Ignorance of il — to 
me he was a total stranger." 

" Ton have bnt Utile to apprehend (torn his character," answer- 
ed [he dragoon dij'l]'; "bat he is gone — how— when — and 
whither?" 

"Be departed as he arrived," said Ur. Wharton, gathering 
renewed couSdeoce from the manner of the trotter; "on horse- 
back, laat evening, and he took Ihe northern road." 

The officer listened to him wilh Inlense interest, his eoun- 
teDaucegradDaliflightingiDtoasmileorpleasure; and the instant 
Mr. Wbarlon concluded bis laconic replj, be turned on his heel 
and left Uie apartment. TheWhartons, judging l^om bis manner, 
thought he was about to proceed in quest of the object of his en- 
quiries. Thef observed the dragoon, on gaining Ihe lawn, in 
earnest, and apparently pleased, conversation with his two sub- 
alterns. In a few moments orders were given to aome of the 
bw)p, and horsemen left the valley, at full speed, bj lis various 

The suspense of the partj within , who were all highly inlereat- 
edwllnesses of this scene, was shortly lermiDBt«d; fortheheav; 
tread of the dragoon soon announced his second approach. He 
bowed again politely as he re-entered the room , and walking up to 
Captain Wharton, said, with comic gravity — 

"Now, Sir, my principal business being done, maylbegto 
eumloe thetpiality ofthatwigT" 

The Brilish officer imitated the manner of Ihe otber as he de- 
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libenteljnneoTeredbtsbead, and bnading him tbe wig, observed, 
"Ihopo. Sir, UtHtoroniiiklng." 

'ij^cinnot, viUioDl TioIatiDg the Irnlh , sajllis," t«tiira«d 
the dragoon; "Ipreferj^ar ebony hair, from which jou seem to 
have combed the powder with great indascrj. But that must liaTe 
been a ud hurt jou have received uuder this enormoaa black 
patch." 

" Toa appear 80 close an observer of things, I shoold like your 
opJDtonofil, Sir," saidHenrf, removing the silk, and exhibiting 
the cheek free from blemisb. 

" Upon mj word jon Improve most rapid); in externals ," add- 
ed the b^oper, preserriug his muscles in inHeiible gravilj: "if 
Iconldbnt persuadeyon to exchange this old aurlont for that hand- 
Mmeblnecoatby jour side, I think I never coold witness a more 
agreeable metamarphosls , since I was changed myself from t 
lieutenant lo a captain." 

fonng Whartoa very composedly did as was required; and 
flood an extremely handsome, well-dressed yonng man. The dra- 
goon looked at him for a minute wltb the droUery that diaracteiised 
his manner, and then continued — 

"This Is a new comer in the scene; itis usual, you know, tor 
strangers to be introduced; I am Captain Lawtoo, oflheTir^nia 

"Andl, Sir, am Captain Wharlnn , of hts Majesty's 60lb re- 
giment of foot," returned Henry, bowing stiffly , aud recovering 
Ut oatDril manner. 

The eonateniuce of Lawton changed instantly, and his assumed 
qnalntuess vaolshed. He viewed the figure of Captain Wharton, 
as he stood proudly swelUug with a pride that disdained fnrtbet 
concealment, and exclaimed , with great earnestness — 

"Captain Wharton, from my sotd I pity yon ! " 

"OhI then," cried the father in agony, "ifyonpityhim, dear 
Sir, why molesthim? hetsnotaspy; nothing bnt a desire le sen 
his friends prompted him to veulore so lar from the regular army 
in disguise. Leave him with us ; there is no reward, no sum, which 
1 will not cheerfully pay." 

"Sir, your anxiety for your Mend eicoses jour language," 
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uidLavton, han^tSf; "bntjcm forget lam a TirglBim, wda 
geDUemio." TaraiDgto thejoaBginaii, he contlniud — " Wcr« 
joa Ignoranl, Captain Wharton, that our pickets haie b«eD below 
JOQ for Bereral days?" 

" I did not know it ddUI I reached them , and It «u then loo 
late to retreat," aald Wharton, snllenlf. "I come out, as mj 
father has inentiODed, lo see mj Mends, an derstanding j'onr par- 
ties to beat PeeksUU, and neat the Highlands, or snrel; I would 
not have Tentured." 

" All this may be TCr; Inie ; bnt the ailUr <tf Jkndrj has mads 
OS on the alert. When Ireasoo teaches tbe grade ef general (rfB- 
cers , Captain Wharton , It behoYes the Mends of lUiert]' to be vU 
giianL" 

Henr; bowed to this remark lo distani silence , bnt Sarah Ten- 
tared to urge something in behalf of her brother. Hie dragoon 
heard her politely, and apparently with commiseration; but 
willing to iToid useless and embarrassing petitions, he answered 

" I am not the commander of the party , madam; Major Dan* 
woodie will decide what must be done with yonr brother; at aH 
erenis , he will receive nothing bat kind and gentle treatment." 

"Dnowoodie!" eiclaimed Frances, wtthsfaee, inirtiichlho 
roses contended with tbe paleness of apprehension for tbe maslesj; 
"thank God! then Henry Is safe!" 

Lawton regarded her with a mingled eipresslon of pity and ad- 
miration; then shaking his head doubtlngly, hecontinned — 

" I hope so ; and with yonr pennlssIoD, we will leave die matter 
for his decision." 

The colour of Frances changed from the paleness of kti to tbe 
glow of hope. Her dread on behalf of hu bTotber was ceruinlj 
greatly dimioished; jet her form shook, ber breathing became 
short and irregolar , and ber whole frame gave tokens of eitraordi- 
nary agilalioa. Her eyes rose from tbe Boor to the dragoon , and 
were agahi fixed immonbly on the carpet — she erldentlj wished 
to alter something, hot was unequal to the elKiri. Miss Peyton 
was a dose observer of these movements of her niece, ud sd- 
vanciog with an air of feminine digni^, enquired — 
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"lleD, Sir, veina;«ipMtUi«pleuaraofHajorDiiDWODdie'« 
eompanjahorllTT" 

"Inuuedialcl;, madam," answered the dragoon, witbdrav 
fng Ma adntring gate ttom the psrsoo of Franeea: "eipresBca 
ara already on ihe road to tMuniKe to him oar sltnatioii , and the 
inlclligeDM iriU speedilf bring him ts this valley ; untess, indeed, 
Mine private rraiona may eilst to make a visil partlenlariy un- 
pleasant." 

"We shall alvajs be happy to aee Hajor Danwoodie." 

"Ohl doobtless; he is a general fhronrite. May I presume 
on it BO br as (o ask IcBTe to dismount snd refresh mj men, who 
etnnpoge a part of his sqnadrouT" 

Ihere was a manner ahont the trooper , that would have made 
Ae omission ofsnchs request essilyforglveD by Hr.Wbartou.bnt 
he WIS fairly entrapped by his own eagerness to condliate , aud i( 
wasnsetesa towithhold a consentwiiich he thought would probably 
be extorted; he, therefore, made the most oF necessity, and gave 
sncbordersas would facilitate the wishes of Captain Lawton. 

Tlie officers were iuviled to take their momUig's repast at the 
family breakfast table, and having made their arrangements witb~ 
oni, the Inviiattau was fraokly accepted. None of the watclifDU 
BBSS, which was so necessary to their sltuttiou , was neglected by 
the wary partisan. Patrols were seen on the distant hills, taking 
thdr protecting clrcnit around their comrades, who were eujoying, 
Id the midst of dangers , a secnrity that can only spring fhim the 
watchftdness of discipline, and the iadiOerence of habit. 

He addition (o the party at Mr. Wharton's table was only 
three, and they were all of them men who, under the rough exterior 
induced by actual and ardaous service , concealed the manners of 
geniemen. Consequently, the inlermptioD to the domestic privacy 
■f the family was marked by the obtervtnee of strict decorum. Ibe 
fadles left the table to their goetls, who proceeded , wi^atmuch 
saperQuoos diffidence, to do proper hononn to die hospltaliqr of 
Jfr. Wharton. 

Allengfh, CaptdnLawloasnspendedforamomeQihlsvIolenl 
attacks on the bockwheal cakes, to enquire of the master of the 
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bone , if Umts ma not i pedlcr of the name of Bireli wbo Mni In 
Ibe villej at limes. 

" A.I times onlf, IlMiieve, Sir," replied Mr, WltviAii , can- 
tionslj: "he is seldom bere; Imajsijlnerersee him." 

"Tbat is BtraDgc, too," said the trooper, looking at the dit- 
eoncerted host intentlf , "consfderiag he Is your neil neighbour t 
be must be qaiie domestic. Sir; and to the ladies it most be 
somewhat iaconvenlent. I doubt not but that muslin in the wiu~ 
dov-seil eost twice as modi la he would have asked them for it." 

Ht. Wharton tamed in coDSlematlon, and saw some of llM 
recent purchases scattered about the room. 

The two subalterns straggled (o conceal their smiles; but the 
Captain resumed his breakfast with ao eagerness that created a 
doubt, whether be unt expected lo enjoy aootber. The necesslir 
of a supply from the dominion ofDinah soon, however, afforded 
another respite, of which Lawton availed himself. 

"I had a wish to break Ibis Mr. Birch of his tmsoclal habits, 
aud gave bim a call this morning," he said: "had I found him 
wilhio , I should have placed him where he would enjoy life in the 
midst of society, for a short time at least." 

"And where might that be. Sir?" asked Mr. Wharton, con- 
ceiving it necessarj lossy something, 

" The goard-room," said the trooper, dryly. 

"What Is the offence of poor BirchT" asked Hiss Peyton, 
handing Ibe dragoQDi fourth diah of coffee. 

"Poorl" cried iheCaplaIn; "iffaelspoor. King George is a 
bad paymaster." 

"Yes, indeed," said one of die subalterns, "his Majesty owes 
him a dakedom." 

"And Congress ■ halter," eonllnned the commauding offlcer, 
commencing anew on a ftesh supply of the cakes. 

"I am sorry," said Mr. ^^liuton, "that any nei^ibonr ot 
mine should tnenr the displeasure of oar rnlera." 

"If I catch him," cried the dragoon, while buttering aaoiher 
'Cak«, "he will dangle ^m the limbs ofone of his namesakes." 

"He would make no bad ornament, suspended lyom oue of 
those locnits before his own door," added the Lieulenant. 
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"Nerer mind," continned the CapUtn ; "I will have faim jet 
before I'm a major. " 

As th« language of these oflicera appeared lo be siccere, and 
inch as disappoinied men Id tbeir rough occnpatloni are bat too 
apt lo ase , the Whartous thought it prudeni t« diseoutiane Ihe 
snbjeet. It vaa no new intelligence lo any of (he family, that 
HarteyBirehirtBdistnisled, and greatly harasaed, bjIheAjnericnn 
army. His escapes tima their hands , no less than his imprisOD- 
mimts, had been the eoDTersatioD of the conntry Id loo many 
instances, and nnder circamslADCes of too great mystery, to be 
easily forgotteo. In fact, no small part of the biltemeas, eipKS»< 
ed by Captain Lawton against the pedler, arose from the onae- 
conDtable disappearance of the latter, vheu iotnisted lo the custo- 
dy of two ofhis most faithful dragoons. 

A twelTemDDih had not yet elapsed, since Birch had been seen 
lingering near the head-qnariersof the coiumandeMn-chief, and at 
a time when important movements were expected bonriy to occur. 
So soon as the infomutioD of this bet was commnnicaied to the 
oHlceT, whose dnly it was lo guard the avenues of the American 
camp, he despatched Captain Lawton In poisnit of Ihe pedler. 

Acquainted with all Ihe passes of the hills, and indefatigable 
in Ihe discbarge of his duly, the trooper bad , with mudi irouhle 
and toil, succeeded in effecting his object. The party hod hailed 
atatknn-Aouse for the purposes of refreshment, and the prisoner 
was placed In a room by himself, bnl underthekeepingof the (wo 
nien before mentioned; alt that was Itnawnsuhseiinentlyis, that 
a woman was seen busily engaged in Ihe employments of the honse- 
hold near the sentinels, and was pBriicnlarl; attentive to the wants 
of the captain, until he was deeply engaged in the employments of 
the snpper table, 

Aflerwards, neither woman nor pedler was to be found. The 
pack, indeed, was discovered open, and nearly empty, and a 
small door, eommnnlcatlng with a room adjoining to the one in 
which the pedler had been secured, was ajar. 

Captain Lawton never could foi^ve the deception: his anii- 
paihies to big enemies were not very moderate, but this was adding 
MB inault to his penetration that rankled deeply. He aet in porlen- 
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tons silence, broodfDs over Uie eiplolt ot his prisoner, ^et mechant- 
<^alljpursnmg the business before him, Dntil, after sulficieal Ums 
had passed to make • very comfortable meal, a tnimpel saddenly 
broke on Uie ears of the part; , sendic^ its martial toaes np the 
vallej. Id startling melody. The tieoper rose instantly from the 
table, eieliiming — 

"Quick, gentlemen, to fonr horses; there comes Danwoodle;" 
and, foUowtdbybiaoBcets, he precipitately left the room. 

With the exception of tbe aeDtinels Wt to guard Capltia 
Wharton , the dragoons monntad, and marched out to meet tiieir 
comradea. 

None o! the watehftilnMS necessary in a war, in irbich sinrf- 
larity of language, appearance and customs, reodcred prudenca 
doubly necessary, was omitted by the cantioos leader. On getUng 
sufficiently near, howcTcr, to abodyofhorseof more than doable 
his own unmber, to distinguish c«untenance8 , Lawton plunged his 
rowels Into his charger, and in a moment he was by the aide of his 
commander. 

The ground in front of the cottage wts again ocenpied by die 
horse; and, obserriog the same precautions as before, theneiriy 
arrived troops hastened to participate In tbe cheer prepared for 
their comrades. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Th>traeldiafftin« — 
A TodBg vara ipirit ig 
Who real! bar brightng 



The ladles of the Wbarloo family bad collected about a 
window, deeply interested in the scene we have related. 

Sarah viewed the approach of her coontrymen with a smile of 
coDtemplnons IndiCTerenee; for she even undervalued the personal 
appearance of men whom she thought amyed in the aoholy causa 
of rebeilion. Uiai Peyton looked on the gallant show with an 
eiultii^ piide, which arose la the reflection, (hat the warrioit 
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heton ker vere the dio»ea tnwps of her nitbe eolonf , vhUe 
Frances gued with B siD^encM of interest that ihsoriied til other 
conslderationB. 

Ilietwo parties had not yet joined, beforeber qaick ejesdis- 
tingntshed one horsemu in pirticnlar rrom those aroand him. To 
her it appeared that eren the steed of Uiie jaulhful soldier seeined 
to be eoBsciona that he sustained the weight of no common man: 
— his hoofs hnt lightljr loacbed the earth , and his airy tread vas , 
the enrhed molioii of a hlooded charger. 

The draeoon sat in the saddle with a finnness and ease Iktl 
showed him master of himself and horse, — his flgnre noitiDg the 
jnstproportioasof strength and ictivitf, being tall, roond, and 
tDoscnlar. To this olScerLsvtonmade his report, and, side b; 
side, they rods into the Geld opposite to Ok cottage. 

Tbt heart of Frances beat «ith a pnlsadon oearlj stlQing, as 
he peosed for a moment, and took a snrref of the building, wiA 
an eje whose dark and speridlng ^nee conid he seen , notvilh- 
staoding the distaaee; — her colour changed, and for an instant, 
IB she eaw the jonth throw himself from the saddle , she was com- 
pelled to seek relief for her trembling limbs in a chair. 

The officer gave a few hasty orders to his second Id eonutiand, 
walked npldly into the lawn, and approached the cottage. 
Frances rose &om her seat, and nnlshed from the apartment. 
The dragoon ascended the steps of the piazza , and had barely 
time to reach the onler door, when it opened to his admission. 

The yoath of Frances, when she left the city, bad preveoled 
hersaeriJSeing, in eonformity to the customs of Uiat day, all her 
oatiTO beauties on the altar of fashion. Her hair, which was of 
a golden richness of colour, was left aniortured, to hll Id the 
nstuial rio^st* of infiuicy, and it shaded a face which was glowing 
with the united charms of health, youth, and artlessness; — her 
eyes spoke volumes, bnt hw tongne was silent; — her hands 
were intnlo^ed before her, and, aided by her taper form, 
bending forward in an attitude of expectation, gate a toteliness 
and interest to her appearance , that fbr a moment disined her 
loTer Id sUenea to the spot. 

Frances tUaotly led the way into a vacant parlour, oppoglta 
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to the one Id wbidi Ihe fiimilf were assembled, ind turning U' 
the soldier fnnUj, placing both her luads in his own, ei- 
elaioied — 

"Ah, Duawoodie' liow happy, on meiiT accounts, I am lo 
see yon; I have brought jou in here lo prepare jon to meet an 
' , nneipected frleAd In tbe opposite room." 

"To whatever caaee it may be owing," cried the youth, 
pressing her bands to liis tips, "1, loo, am bappy in being able 
to see you alone. Frances, Oie probation you have decreed is 
cniel J war and distance may shorty separate us for ever." 

"We must submit to tbe necessity which governs us. But it 
isoot love speeches 1 would hear now; I have other and more im- 
portant matter for your atlentioD." 

" What can be of more importance than to mike you mine by 
a tie that will be indissoluble ! Frances, you are cold tome — ma 
— ftom wliose mind , days of service and nights of alarm have 
never l»een able to banish your image for a sin^ moment." 

" Dear Dunwoodie ," said Frances , softening nearly to tears, 
end again eiteuding her htmd to him, as the riehoess of her eolonr 
gradually returned, "yuu know my sentiments — Ihiswaronce 
ended, and you may take that hand fur ever — but 1 can never 
consent to tie myseif to yOu by any closer union than already 
eiists, so long as you are arrayed in arms against my only brother. 
Even now, that brother is awaiting your decision to restore him 
to liberty, orto conduct him lo a probable death." 

"Your brother!" cried Dunwoodie, starting and turning 
pale; "yonr brother! explain yonreelT— what dreadful meaning" 
is concealed in your words?" 

"Has not Captain Lavrlon told you of tike arrest of Henry by 
himself thisverjmomiDg?" continued Frances , in a voice barely 
audible, andSuDgonherlover a look of the deepest concern. 

"He told me of arresting a Captain of the GOth in disguise, 
but without mentioning where or whom," replied the Major in a 
similar tone; end dropping his head between his hands, he endea- 
voured to conceal his feelinp from tiis companion. 

"Dunwoodie! Duonoodie!" eictaimed Frances, losing all 
her former conildence In the mostfearfut apprehensions, "what 
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tBMBS this igltattciD?" As the Ifayor slowly Msed his bca, in 
whidi was pictured the most eipresBlve concern , she contlmied, 
"Bimij, suretj, fon will not betnyyouT Mead — mfbrother — 
jonr brother — u an igDomiaious death." 

"FraDceal" etdoimeil the yooi^ man in an agon;, "what 
can I dot" 

"Do!" she repealed, gaiing at him wildly; "would Major 
Dnnwoodie yield his friend lo bis enemies — the broiher of his 
betrothed wiTe?" 

"Oh, speak not so nDJuDdlyto me, dearest Hiss Wharlon 
— my own Frances. I would this moment die for jon — for 
Henry — bal I cannot fo^el my duty — cannot forfeit my honour; 
you yonrsetf wuuid be the Gist tA despise me if I did." 

"Peyton Dunwoodiel" said Frances, solemaly, and with a 
face of ashy paleness, "you liave told me — yon have sworn; 
that you loved me — " 

"I do," inlerrapted the soldier, with fervour; — bat mo- 
tioning tor silence , she continued , in a voice that trembled wilh 
her fears — 

"Do you (hinklcan throwmjselfioto thcarmsof a man whose 
hinds arestalnedwilh thebioodoimy only brolber!" 

"FrsncesI you wring my very heart;" then pausing, to 
struggle wilh bis feelings , be endeavoured to force a smile as be 
added, "hut, after all, we may be torturing ourselves with un- 
necessary fears , and Henry, whenllEnowlhecircumslances, may 
be nothing more than ■ prisoner of war; in which ease, I can liberate 
him on parole." 

There is no more delusive passion tlian hope ; and it seems to 
be the liappy privilege of yonlh to call all the pleasures that cau be 
gathered iVom its indulgence. It is when we an most wmrthy of 
conQdence ourselves, that we are least apt to dislmst others ; and 
what we think onght to be , we are fond to think will he. 

Ilie half-formed eipectations of the young soldier were eom- 
mnnicaied lo the desponding sister, more by the eye than the voice, 
and the bloodrushed again lo her cheek, assbe cried — 

"OhI there can be no just grounds to doubt It; 1 knew — 1 
knew ■>- Dnnwoodie , you would never desert us in the hour of our 
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greatest a«odl" TTia Tiolence of ber feelings prortlled, and llu 
■giuied pirl fonnd relief Id ■ flood nf Um. 

The office of coDsoliafl those weTore ts one of the dearest pre- 
rogatiTes of sCTeclioD; and Hsjor Danwoodle, allhoagh bat Utile 
eneonngfld bj his own momeDterjsaggeetion or relief, could not 
DDdeeelTe the iovel; giri who leaned on his shoulder as be wiped 
ttte traces of her feeling from her bee , wlUi a trembliog , but revl- 
vlng confidence. Id thesofbtf of herbrodier, and the protection of 
herlorer. 

FraDcee faavlng snlBdeDtl; recoTered her recoUeetlon to com- 
maod henelf , oov eagerlj led the waj into the opposite room , to 
csMmnnlcale to her familf tlie pleaBing intdllgeDce which she al- 
readj qoneelved so certain. 

Dunwoodie followed her reliictantif , and with fbrebodings of 
the result; bat a few momenta brought him into ilie presence of 
his relnllTes , and be soinmoned til bis resolution to meet the trial 
mlth flrmuess. 

lie salntatlons of the joiing men were cordial and frank , and, 
on the part of Henry Wharton , as collected as If DOtfalog had oc> 
enrred to distorb his Bdr-possesrion. 

TheabborrenceofbelDg, In an; manner, auiillary to tbear- 
reslofbis friend; the danger (o die life of Captain Wharton; and 
the heart-breaking declantlons of Frances, bad, bowerer , created 
an aneasineu in the boaom of Uajor Suawoodie, which all his 
cfforU coold not mnceal. His reception bjtlie rest of tbe family 
was kind and sincere, both from old regard, and a remembrance 
of former cAligations , heighleued b; the antlclpatians thej conld 
not bU lo read In the eipreselve ejes of the blashing giri bj Us 
side. ARer eicbanging greetings with every member of the family, 
HajorDanwoodie beckoned to the sentinel, whom die wary pru- 
dence of Captain Lawton had left in charge of the prisoner , to leaTa 
the room. Taniing to Captain Wharton , he enqaired mildly — 

"Tell me, Henry, IhecircDmEtanceaorthlBdisgnlae, Inwhicb 
Captain Lawton reports yon to have been fonnd, and remember 
— remember — Captain Whartoa — your answers ere entirely 
Tolontoiy.'* 

"Hm disgnite was used by me, ll^or Dnnwoodie," replied 
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ihe English officer, gnvely, "to enible me to visit my Mends, 
wiiliout iacuniDg the danger of becoming * prisoner of war." 

"Bui jou did not wear it, until you saw the troop of Lawton 
appraachingl" 

"OhI no," iDterrnpled Frances, eagerly, forgetting all the 
circumstances in her aniiety for her brother; "Sarah endmjseli 
placed them on him vhen the dragoons appeared; ii was our 
■wkwardness that led lo the discorerj ." 

The counlenance of DunwDodie brightened, as turning his eyes 
in fondness on the speaker , he listened to her eipIanaUon. 

"Probablysomearliciesof yourowD," heconlinned, "wbicb 
were at band, and were used on Ihe spur of the moment." 

"No," saidWhartott, with dignity; "the clothes were worn 
by me from the city; they were procured for the purpose to which 
they were applied , and 1 intended to use them in my return this 
very day." 

The appalled Frances shrank bacli from belneen her brother 
and lover, where her ardent feelings had carried her, aslhewbole 
truth glanced over her mind, and she sank into a seat, gizing 
wildly on the young men. 

"But the piekels — Ihe parly al the Plains?" added Dud- 
woodic, inmlng pale. 

" I passed them, too. In disguise. I made use of this pass, for 
which 1 paid; and, asitbeats the name ofWasbington, I presume 
it Is forged." 

Duniroodie caught the paper team his band, eagerly, and stood 
gazing on the signature for some lime in silence , during which the 
soldier gradually prevailed over the man ; when he turned to Ibe 
prisoner, tntb a searching look , asheasked — 

"Captain Wharton, whence did you procure this paperT" 

"Thai is 1 question, I conceive, Major Duowoodie has no right 

"Your pardon. Sir; my feelings may have led me Into an Im- 
propriety." 

Mr.Wbarlon, who had been a deeply iolerested auditor, now 
■o far conqnercd bis feelings as to say, "Surely, Major Dun- 
Il„Bfg. s, 



voodle, tliB paper cinnot be nMlerial; sacb artiBcea are nsed 
dtilj in war." 

"TUb name is no eoanicrfeit," said ihe dragoon, Blndjing the 
characters, endspeakiogiDalowToice: "is treason jet among ns 
undiscovered? The conGdence of Wsshingloa has been abused, 
for the fictitious name is in a dilTerent hand from the pass. Cap- 
tain Wharton , mjr dutf will not sutTer me to grant joa a parole : 
you must aceompanf me to the Highlands." 

"I did not eipcDt otherwise, Uajor Duuwoudie." 

SuDWOodietnmed slowly towards the sisters, when the Dgure 
ufFraoces once more arrested his gaze. She had risen from her 
seat, and stood again with her han^ chisped hefore him ia an attl- 
tiiiJe of petition : feeling himself unable to contend longer with his 
feelings, he made a hurried excuse for a temporary absence, aod 
left the room. Frances followed him, and, obedient to the dircc- 
lion of her eye , the soldier re-entered the apartment in which had 
been their lira t Interriew. 

"Major Dunwuodie," saidFrances, in a voice barely audible, 
as she beckoned to bim to be seated; her cheek, which had been of 
a chilling whiteness, was Hushed with a sufTusloo that crimsoned 
her whole countenance; she struggled withherselfforamoment, 
and continued — "1 have already acknowledged to you my esteem; 
even now, when yon most painfully distress me, I wish not to con- 
ceal it. Believe me , Henry is fnaoceol oF everything but impru- 
dence. Our conotry can sustain no wrong." Again she pansed, 
and almost gasped for breath; her colour changed rapidly from 
red to white, until the blood rushed into her face, covering her fea- 
''tures with the brightest vermilion; and she added hastily. In an 
undertone, "fhavepromised, Dunwoodle, when peace shall be 
restored to onr country, to become your wife; give to my brother 
his liberty on parole , and I will this day go with yon to the altar, 
fallow yOD to tfae camp , and, in hecomiog a soldier's bride, learn 
to endure a soldier's privations." 

Dunwoodle seized the hand which the blushing giri. In her - 
ardour, had eiteoded towards him, and pressed it for a moment to 
his bosiim ; then rising from his seat , he paced the room In eiee*- 
stre agitation. 
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"Fnnces, MjDomore, Icoigurejou, uulessjouwish tobreak 
mj hcarl." 

" Vou then reject my ofTered hand?" she said , rising irilh 
diguitj, though her pale cheek and quivering lip plainly showed 
the conflicting passions within. 

"Heject ill Havelnot sought it with entreaties — with tearsT 
Has it not been the goal of all mj earthlj wUhesT But tu lake It 
onder such conditions would be to dishonour both. We will hope 
for better things. Henry must be acquitted; perhaps nol tried. 
Ho Intercession of mine shall be wanting, you muslwelt know; and 
belieTeme, Frances, lam not withautfarourwitb Washington." 

"Thai very paper, thatabuseorhlsconGdenee, towblchyau 
aUuded.wUlsteelhlm to my brother's case. IF Ifareats or entreaties 
could more his stern sense of justice, would Andri have suf- 
fered?" As Frances uttered these words, she Qew from tbe room 
In despair. 

Dunwoodie remained for a minate nearly sluplfied ; and then 
he followed witii a view to yindlcale himself, and to relieve her ap- 
prehenilons. On entering the hall that divided the two pnrlours, 
he was met by a small ragged boy, who looked one moment at his 
dress, and placing a piece of paper in his hands, immediately 
vanished through the outer door of the building. The bewildered 
■late of his mind, and the suddenness of the occurrence, gave the 
Major barely lime to observe the messenger to be a country lad, 
meanly alUred, and that he held in his hand one of those toys which 
are to be bought In cities, and which he now apparently con- 
templated with the conscious pleasure of having fairly purchased, 
by the performance of the service required. The soldier turned his 
eyes lo the subject of the note. It was written on a piece of torn 
and soiled paper, and in a band barely legible; bnt, after some 
little labour, ba was able to make out as follows : ^ 

"The rig'lars are at hind, horse and fool."* 

• Thaia diad t fa« T«n ainca. Is Beihii, Wait-CbaiCat. > 
jcDBU »nad Eliilia H— . Tlili paiaon wu afflplojed hr WuhingUn 
a> OD* gf kii salt canfidantial Iptti, Bj tha eaiidition* tt Uiaii ka^ain, 
II— wu netti la ba requliod Id deal vith ihird putiai, ainca bli riika 
weia ton InnDlntnC Ha «» illoicad to MteTaUalnlstlia lerTlcaaf Sir 
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DuDM-oodicstaried; aadforgelttngevcrjihiag but Ihe duties of 
(Soldier, he precipitaielj left the house. Wblle walking rapidlj 
towuds the troops, he noticed on a distant hill a vidette riding 

Hcmrytniotaa; ind ao nucli canfidcnee had Wiihingign i> bii lata of 
eouiilr; and diacration, lliat be wia often iDtiuitad with the Binor mili- 
tarr noTaoanta, in ordai tkat ka migbt enhanca hia lalaa vith [ha 
Engliab genand, hy conunnni eating them. In thla mannar, il- bad eos- 
tinned lo aarTa fori long period, vben chinca brongbt him Ints tha city 
(tfaaa held by the Britnh) at a mnment when an aipadltion na abDiit ta 
qnit it, to go igainit a imall poit citibliahad at Bedfonl, liia imUt* 
villaga, whrta tha AioBTicani bad a dapfit of proTiainna. H— eaail; 
aacertainad tba fona and daatinatioa af tba datacbMBnt ordarad an thii 

[oinatlou to tiia officai in cnnmand at Badfoid, without betraying; bla 
on (rna character to a third paiaon. There via not time to react 
Waabinfton, and nndar tbe circnmitaoeei, he iinail; reioliad ta haiard 
a ihorl note la the Amariun aonmandant, ilitins tha danger, and Baninf 
the tiaa when the attack might ha aipectad. To thii note ha area 
•entnred to affii bi< own iniliala E. U.. thongb he had diipiiied tha 
hand, nader a balicf that, la he knew binaelf ta be tuipacted b; hi* 
, it Bight larie to give mara weight ' ' ' 
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vilh speed: HTcnl pfstob were Bred In qniek saccetdon; ami 
Uie aeit insUnt the tnimpets oftiie corps rang in bis ears vilh the 
enliveniiig strain of *'Td armsl" Bj Ilie time he bad reached the 
ground occupied by bis sqnadron , the Major saw that every man 
wasinactiTe motioD. Lairtoo was sbeady In ibe saddle, eyeing 
the opposite eitremity of the nlley with the eagerness of eipecta- 
tion, tnd crying to Ibe rnDsiciaos, in tones but little lower than 
their own — 

"SoQDdaway, my lads, and let tfaeseEnglislunen know, that 
th« Virginia horse are between them and the end of their journey." 

He Tldettas and patrols now came pouring in , each making In 
succession his basty report to tbe eommanding officer, who gave 
his orders coolly, and with a promptitude that made obedience 
certain. Once only as he wheeled his horse to ride over tbe ground 
in front, did Danwoodle tmst himself with a look at the cottage, 
and his heart beat with an auosoal rapidity as he saw a female 
flgare standing, wilb clasped bands , at a window (rftheroomin 
which he bad met Frances. The distance was loo great todis- 
tingnish her features, but the soldier could not donht that il was 
his mistress. The paleness of his cheek and the languor of bis eye 
endured but fbr a momeni longer. As be rode towards the Intend- 
ed battle-gronnd, a Unsh of ardour began to show itself on his sun- 
burnt features; and his dragoons, who studied the face of their 
leader, as tbe best Indei to their own fate , saw again the wonted 
Hashing of the eyes , and tbe cheerful animation, which they bad 
so often witnessed on tbe eve of battle. By the additions of (he 
videttes and parties that had been out, and which now had all join- 
ed, tbe whole number of the borse was increased to nearly two 
hundred. There was also a small body of men , whose ordinary 
duties were those of guides, but who, Incases of emergency, were 
embodied and did duty as foot soldiers; these were dismounted, 
and preceded, by the order ofDnnwoodie, to level the few fences 
which might Interfere with the intended movements of the cavalry. 
TbeneglectofhusbaDdry. which had been occasioned by the war, 
left this task comparatiiely easy. Those long lines of heavy and 
durable walls, which now sweep through every part of the county, 
ibrtj yeats ago were ooknowu. The slight and tottering fences of 
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stone vere Ibea nsed more to clear the lind for the purposes o( 
cultiraliaii than as permanent barrieis , and required Ibe consiant 
atleDlloQ of the husbandman , to preseire them against the tixrj at 
the tempests and the Frosts of winter. SomefewofthemhadheeD 
bnilt with more care Immedlatelj aroond the dwetJing of Mr. 
'Wharton; but those which had intersected the vale below irere now 
generally a pile of ruins , over which the horses of the Tlrgiulsns 
would bound with the Heetnessof Ihewind. Occasfonalljashorl 
line jel preserved Its creel appearance; but as none of these cross- 
ed the ground on which Sunwoodie Intended to act, there remained 
only the slighter fences of rails to be thrown down. Their duly was 
hastily, but elTectually, performed; and the guides withdrew la 
the post assigned to them for the approaching fight. 

Uajor DunwDodle had received f^m lils scouts all the intel- 
ligence concerning his foe, which was necessary to enable him to 
malie his arrangements. The bottom of the valley was an even 
plain, that fell wllhasligbl inclination from the foot of the hitl on 
either side, to the level of a natural meadow that wound through 
the country on the banks of a small stream, by whose waters It was 
often inundated and fertilised. This brook was easily forded In 
any part of its course ; and the only Impediment it offered to the 
movements of the horse, was In a place where It changed its bed 
from the western to the eastern side of the valley , and where Its 
banks were more steep and difficult of access than common. Here 
the highway crossed It by a rough wooden bridge , as it did again 
at the distance ofbalf a mile above the Locusts. 

The hills on the eastern side of the valley were abrupt, and 
frequently obtraded themselves In rocky prominences Into its bO' 
BOm, lessening the width to half the usual dimensions. One of 
these projections was but a sborl distance in the rear of the squad- 
ron of dragoons, and Dunwoodle directed Captain Lawlon to 
withdraw, with two troops, behind its cover. The offlcer obeyed 
with a kind of surly reluctance, that was, however, somewhat 
lessened by the aniicipalions of the effect his sudden appearance 
would malie on the enemy. Dunwoodle knew his man , and had 
selected the Caplaiu for this service, both because he feared his 
precipitation in the field, and knew, when needed, hissnpporl 
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voold norer fail to appf ir. It was onl; in froot of Uie «D^ j ibH 
Captain Lawlon was has^; stall other times hie dlBcerninent md 
seif-possessloD were coDSDmmaleij preserved; but be sometlmeB 
forgot them in his eageroess lo eogife. On tbeleftoffiiegroDad 
OD which DuDwoodie Intended to meet bisfos, was ■ dose wood, 
which skirted that side of the villej for the distance of a raile. lob) 
this, then, the guides retired, and took their staljon near ill 
edge , in snch a manner as would enabie them to mainlatn a scat- 
tering butefTectua] fire, on the advancing colnmn of the enemy. 

It cannot be supposed that all Ibese preparations were made 
unheeded bj the iomates of the cottage; on the cootrary, evtrj 
feeling whicb can agitate the hnman breast, io witnessing sueb a 
scene, was actively alive. Mr. Wbartoo alone saw no hopes to 
himself in Vbe termination of the conflict. If the British should 
prevail , bis son would be liberated ; but what would then be his 
own fate! Ue had hitherto preserved his neutral character in the 
midst of trying circumBtances. The fact of his baring a son io tlw 
royal, or, as it was called, the regular army, bad very uesrl; 
brought bis estate to Ibe hammer. Nothing bad obviated (bis re- 
sult, but the powerful interest of the relation , who hdd a high 
political rank in the stale , and his own vigilant prudence. In his 
heart, he wu ■ devoted loyalist; and when the biuahiog Frances 
badcommnnicated tobim the wishes of ber lover, on their return 
from the Ameticao camp the preceding spring, the consent he bad 
given, to ber ftiture union with a rebel, wasaamoeh ettraciedby 
the increasing necessity which etisled for his obtaining republican 
support, as by any considerations for the happiness of his child. 
Should his son now be rescued, he would , in the public mind, be 
united with him as a plotter against the freedom of the states; and 
should he remain a captive, and undergo the impending trial, the 
consequences might be still more dreadrni. Much as he loved his 
wealth, Mr. Wharton loved bis children better; and he sal gazing 
on the movements without, with a listless >acaney in his connte> 
nance, that f^ll; denoted bis imbeciiity of character. 

Far different were the feelings of the son. Captain Wharton 
bad been left In the keeping of two dragoons; one of whom 
inarched to and fro the piazza with a measured tread, and tiie 
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ftlhcr had been directed to continoe in the same sparlmeDt wilh liis 
prisoDcr. The joang nUD bad witnessed all Ihe movements of 
Dunwoodie with «dmirotioii mingled mlh fearftil anticipations of 
Ihe cOQseqnences to bis Mends. He particularly disliked ihn 
ambosh of tlie detacbment nnder Lawtoo , who could be distinctl; 
seenfrom the viadotrsot thecoltage, cooling bis impBlience, bj 
pacing on foot the ground in front of his men. Henry Wbarton 
threw several bastj' and enquiring glances around, to see if no 
means of liberation would offer, bat invarlablj found Ihe ejes of 
his sentinel liied on him with the watchfulness of an Argas. Be 
longed, wilhlbeardoDrof jouth, to join in the glorious fray, but 
was compelled to remain a dissatisfied spectator of a scene in 
which he would so cheerfully have been an actor. Miss Peyton and 
Sarah continued gazing on the preparations with varied emotions, 
in which concern for the fate of tbe Captain formed the most pro- 
minent feeling, until tbe moment tbe shedding of blood seemed 
approaching, when, with the timidity of their sei, they sought 
the retiruneni of an inner room. Not so Frances : she relumed 
to ibe apartment where she bad left Dnnwoodie, and, from one 
of ils windows , bad been a deeply interested spectator of all his 
movements. The wheelings of (he troops, the deadly preparations, 
had all been nnDoticed; shesawher lover only, and with mingled 
emotions of admiration and dread that nearly chilled her. At 
one moment the blood mshed to her heart, as she saw tbe young 
warrior riding Ihroogh his ranks, giving lil^ and courage to all 

f whom he addressed; and tbe next, it curdled with the tbougbt, 
that the very gallantry she so much valued might prove the means 
of placing the grave between her and tbe object of her regard. 

I, Frances gaied until she conld look no longer. 

In a Reld on the left of the cottage , and at a short distance In 
the rear of the troops, was a small group, whose occupation 
seemed to differ from that of all around them. They were In 
number only three , being two men and a mulatto boy. ThepriU' 
cipat personage of this parly was a man, whose leanness made 
bis really tall statare appear eicessire. He wore spectacles — was 
unarmed, hid dismounted, and seemed to be dividing his attention 
between a segar, a book, and the incidents of the field befort 
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bim. To thispartfFrMicM detennlned tosend SDOte, directed 
lo Danwoodie. She mole tuiUlj vith a pencil, "Come to 
me, Pejton, If It be bnt for « momeDl;" and Cosar 
emeified froin the eeUar kitchen, taking the preeantjon to go by 
Ibe rear of Uie building , to avoid the seDtinel on ilie piezia , who 
had TCTj cavilleri; ordered all the family to remain bonsed. The 
black delivered the noie to the geotleman, with a request that it 
might be forwerded (o Uajor Dunwoodie. It was the surgeon of ; 
the liorse to whom Cvsu addressed himself; and the leeih of the 
Afncan chattered, as tie saw diaplajed upon the ground the sereral 
instruments which were in preparation for the anticipated opera- 
tians. The doctor himself seemed to view the arrangement witb 
great sitiafacUon , as be deliberatei; raised liis ejes from bis book 
to order the boj to convej the note to his commanding oIBcer, and 
then dropping them quietly on the page , he conUnued his occa> 
pation. Ctesar was slowly reliriog, as the third personage, who, 
by bis dress might be an inferior assistant of the surgical depart- 
ment, coolly enquired "if tie would have a leg taken otTf" This 
qaestion seemed lo remind the black of the eustence of those 
limbs ; for he made such use of ^lem as to reach the piazza at the 
same instant that Major Bunwoodie rode np, at half speed. The 
brawny sentinel sqnared himself, and poised his sword with mili- 
tary precision, as he stood on his post, while hit officer passed; 
but no aoooer had the door closed, than, turning to the negro, 
he said, sharply — 

"Hark'ee, blackey, if yon qnll the house again wllhonl my 
knowledge, I shall turn barber, and shave off one of those ebony 
Mrs with this razor." 

Thus assaQed in another member, Cosar hastily retreated 
into bis kitchen, muttering something. In which the words 
"Skinner, and rebel rascal," formed a pilnclpal part of his 
speech. 

" Major Dnnwoodie," said Frances to her lover as he entered, 
"I may have done you iDJuslice; iff have appeared harsh — " 

The emotions of the agitated girl prevailed, and she burst 
iBlo teut. 
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"Frances," tried the loldler with wumlli, "yon ue nvrrr 
lursh, never tmjiist , bnt when joadonht my love." 

"Ahl Donweodie," added the sobbing girl , "jon are about 
to risk your Ijle in batile; remember that there Is one heart whose 
hnppmesB Is built on your safety; brave I know you are; bepro- 

" Far your sake?" en qaired the delighted youth, 
"For my sake," lepliedFranees, In a voice barely audible, and 
dropping on bis bosom. 

Dnovoodie folded her to his heart , and was aboot to speak, as 

/a trumpet Bonnded in the Bonthem end of the vale. Imprinting one 
kiss of affection on her unresisting lips , the soldier tore himself 
from his mistress , and hastened to the scene of strife. 

Frsnees threw herself on a sofa, buried her head under Its 
cushion, and with her shswl drawn over her face, to eielade «s 
mnch of sound as possible , continued there nnlil the shouts of ^ke 
combatants, theratQingoflbeflre-armB, and the thnodering tread 
of the horses had ceased. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Th< gkng-i afdat; 

F*tlo« yoar ipirlt. 

Shmkipaais. 

Thb rotigh and nnfrnproved face of the country : the frequency 
of covers, togetherwithUiegrest distance from their own country, 
and the facilities slTordedtherafar rapid movements to the different 
pointsofthewsr, by the undisputed command of the ocean, had 
united to deter theEnglish from employing a heavy force incavslry, 
in their early efforts lo subdue the revolted colonies. 

Only one regiment of regular horse was sent ttoui the mother- 
country , daring the struggle. But legions and independent corps 
were formed in different places as it best accorded with the views of 
the royal commanders, or suited the eilgency of ihe limes. These 
were not un&equently composed of men raised In the colonies, and 
at other times draRs were had from the regiments oF the line , and 
the soldier was made to lay aside the musket and btyonet, wad 
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langfat to wield the sabre and carabine. One particular bod; of Ibe 
snbsidlarjiroopa was inclnded in this arrangemenli and IheHcs- 
siao yagera were Iransfonned into a corps of beavj and laactivB 

Opposed (o Ihem were the hardiest spirits of Amertca, Host 
tt( the caTair; leglments of the continental annj were led and 
olBcered bf gentlemen from the soutb. Tbe high and baughty 
courage of Ibe commanderg bad communicated itself to the pri- 
fates, who were meo selected witb care and great attention to the 
service tbe; were intended to perform. 

Wliile tbe British were confined to tbeir emplj conquests in the 
poggesslou of B few of Ibe linger towns , or marched through conn- 
tries tbat were swept of eTerytbing like military supplies, the 
light troopsottbeireDcmies had Ibe range of the whole interior. 

Tbe suSeriDgs of tbe line of tbe American army were great 
beyoud eiample ; but possessing the power, and feeling tliemselves 
engaged in a cause which jnsti&ed severity, the cavalr; officers 
were vigilant bi providing for ibeir wants, and Ibe horse were well 
moonted, wellfed, and consequentlj emiaently effective. Perhaps 
the worid could not fnmlsb more brave, enterprising, and resistless 
corps of light cavalry , thsn a few Ibat were In the continental sep- 
viceat the time of wbicb we write.'' 

Dunwoodie's. men bad oflen tried their prowess against tbe 
eaemy, and they now sal panting to be led once more against foes 
whom they seldom charged in vain. Their wishes were soon to be 
gratified; for tbeir commander bad scarcely lime to regain his scat 
In tbe saddle , before a body of Ibe enemy came sweeping round 
tbe base of the hiL, wbichiniersected theview to the south. A few 
minutes enabled the Major to distinguish tbeir character. lu one 
troop he saw the green coals of the Cow~Bojs , and In the other 
leathern helmets and wooden saddles of the yagers. Their numbers 
were abont equal to tbe body under bis immediate orders. 

On reaching the open space near the cottage of Barvey BIrcb, 
the enemy hailed and drew up bis men In line, evidently making 
preparations for a charge. At Ibis moment a column of foot ap- 
peared in the vale , and pressed forward lo the banlf of Ibe brook 
we have already mentioned. 
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UajoT Dnowoodie was oot lesa dlsliiignlshed bj coolneu mi 
jadgmeDl, dian, where occaaton offered, bf bis dauDlless inUepi- 
ditf. HaaloDCesswMsadvinUge, ind determined loproBt by Ik 
Tfae colaoin he led begao slowlj to retire from the field , when the 
jouthfOlGermu), who commanded Iheeoemj's horse, fearftilot 
miBsing an easy conquest, gave the word to du]^. Few troops 
were more bardj Iban the (^ow-Boys ; they sprang eagerly forward 
in the pursuit , with a cooBdencs created by the rearing foe and the 
column in their rear; the Hessians followed more slowly, but in 
belter order. Tbe trumpets of the Virginians now sounded long 
and lively ; they were answered by a strain &om the party in am- 
bush that went to the hearts of their enemies. The colnmD of 
Sunwoodie wheeled in perfect order, opened , and , as the ward to 
charge was given, the troops of Lawton emerged from their cover, 
with their leader in advance, wavingbissabreorerhisbead, and 
ehoutlDg, In a voice that was heard above the clangour of the 
martial music. 

The cbat^e threatened too much for the refngee troop. They 
scailved in every direction , flying from ibe field as fast as their 
horses, the chosen beasts of West-Chester, could carry them. 
Only a few were bort: but encb as did meet tbe arms of their 
avenging countrymen never sanived the blow, to tell who struck 
it. It was upon the poor Tsssals of the German ^ant that the 
shock fell. Disciplined to the most exact obedience, these ili-fated 
men met the charge bravely, hut they were swept before ihe mettled 
horses and nervoos arms of their antagonists like chaff liefore tbe 
wind. Many of them were literallyriddeD down, and Dun woo die 
soon saw tbe Geld without an opposing foe. The pnaimity of tbe 
infantry prevented pursuit, and behind its column the few Hessians 
who escaped nnbnrt aonght protection. 

The more ennnlng refugees dispersed in small bands, taking 
various and devious ronles hadt to their old station in front of 
Harlaem. Many was the sufferer, In cattle , famftnre , and person, 
tiiat was created by this rout; for the dispersion of a troop of Cow- 
Boys was only the extension of an evil. 

Soeh a seeae could not be expected to be acted so near them, 
end the InmMes oflhe cottAge tike no interest in the result. In 
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trnlh, the feeUngs It excited pervaded ererj bosom, from the 
kilchun to the psrlonr. TerroTSnd horror had prereiiled Iheladiet 
frcun being spectators, bnt they did not fed the leas. Frances corn 
tinned Ijiag in the posture we liaie mentioned, offering up fervent 
end ineoherenl petitions Tor the aafetj of bercounlrjmen, aithou^ 
in her inmost hesrt she hsd personiGed her nation by the graceTnl 
Image of Pejtoa Sunwoodie. Her aunt and sister were less eit- 
cluBiTB in their devoUons; butSarah began to feel, a> the horrors 
of war were thus brought home to her senses, leas pleasure in her 
•ntldpaled triumphs. 

The inmates ot Mr. Wharton's kitchen were four — namely, 
Ctesarand his spouse, their grand-daughter, a jet black damsel of 
twenty, and the hoy before allnded to. The blacks were the 
remnants of a race of negroes irtuch had been entailed on his estate 
from Mr. Wharton's maternal ancestors, who were descended 
from the early Dutch colonists. Time, depravity, and death had 
reduced them tolhlismalinnmber; andtheboy. whowas white, 
bad been added byHisaPeyton to the establishment, as an assis- 
lont, to perform the ordinaryservlceaofafootman. Cnear, after 
lirst Qslng the preeantjon to place himself under the coTcr of an 
angle fn the wall, for a screen against any roving bullet which might 
be traversing the air, became an amused spectator of the skirmish. 
Thesentjnelon the piazza was at the distanceof butafewfeet from 
him, and he entered into the spirit oflhe chase with all the ardour 
<f a tried blood-hound : he noiicedthe approach ofthe black, and 
hisjndlclons position, with a smile of contempt, as he squared 
himself towards the enemy, oSbrIng his unprotected breast to any 
dangers which might come. 

After considering the arrangement of Cesar, for a moment, 
with Ineffable disdain , the dragoon said with great coolness — 

"Ton seem rery careful of that beautifnl person of yours, Ur. 
Blneskln." 

"A. ballet hurt a coloured man as much as a white ," muttered 
the black, surlily, casting a glance of much saiisfactioD at his 
rampart, 

'■ Suppose I make (be eiperiment," returned the sentinel: as 
he spake, he deliberately drew a pistol from bis belt , and levelled 
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it at the black, Casar's teeth chattered at the appearance of Ihs' 
dragoott, althougb he believed DathiDgseriouB was lateaded. A^ 
this moment ihe coIuidd of Duniraodie began to retire, aad the 
rojal cavalrj comineocBd their charge. 

"Ihere, Mister Light-Horseman," said C^sar eagerlj, who 
believed the Americans were reliringlD earnest; "vhj jou rebels 
don't fight — see — see how King George's men make Major Dun- 
woodie ran. Good gentleman loo, but be don't like to fight a 
rlB'lar.' 

"Damn jour regulars," cried the Other, flercelj: "wait a min- 
ute, blaclie}, and jon'U see Captain lack LawloD come out lh)m 
behind jonder hill, and scalier these Cow-Bo;s like wild geese 
who've lost their leader." 

CKsar supposed like partj under Lawton (o have sought the 
sheller of the hill from motives similar to that which had induced 
him to place the wail between himself and the ballle-ground ; but 
Ihe fact soon veriGed the trooper's prophecf , and Ihe black wit- 
nessed with conslemation the total rout of the royal hoise. 

The sentinel manifested his erallation at the success of his 
comrades with load shouts, wliich soon brought his companion, 
who liad been left In the more Immediate ctiarge of Henry 
Wharton , to tlie open window of ihe parlour. 

"See, Tom, see," cried the delisted trooper, "howCaptaia 
Lawton makes lliat Hessian's leather cap Uy ; and now the Major 
has killed the officer's horse — zounds, why didn't he kill the 
Dutchman, and save Ihe horse?" 

A few pistols were discharged at the fljingCow-Bojs, and a 
spent bollei broke a pane of glass within a few feel of Cesar. Imi- 
tating the posiure of the great tempter of our race, the black sought 
the protection of Ihe inside of the building, and immediBtelj 
asoended to the parlour. 

Hie lawn in front of the Locusts was hidden from Ihe view o( 
Ihe road bj a close line of shmbbery, and the horses of the two 
dragoons bad been Icfi, Ibkedb^ihec, under its shelter to await 
Ihe movements of their roasters. 

At tills moment two Cow-Boys , who had been cut off from 
B retreat to their own party, rode fniioosly through the gate, 
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vilh an Intendon of escaplDg to fhe open vood in (lie reir of the 

COtUgB. 

The Tictoii ous AmericanB pmsed the retraatlog Germuia udiU 
the; had driTon tbem oader tiie protection of the fire of the Id- 
riintr7; and feeling themselTeg, in the privacy of the lawn, reliered 
from any immedUte danger, the predatorj varrfDre yielded to a 
temptalion thaifewofthe corps irere ever luiown lo resist — op- 
portDoit; aad liorseOesh. With a hardihood and preseace of mind 
that eoold oolj exist from long practice in simiiar scenes, thej 
made lovards their intended prizes, by so almost spontaneous 
movement. Ihej were busily engaged in separating Ibe fastenings 
oTlhehoises.when the trooper on the piauadiscba^sdiiis pistols, 
and rushed, sword in hand, to the rescue. 

The entrance of Casar into the parlour had induced the wary 
dragoon within, to turn his attention mare closely on his prisoner; 
but this new interruption drew him again lo the window. He tbiew 
his body out of the building, and with dreadftU imprecatioas endea- 
voured, by his threats and appearance, to fri^ten the marauders 
from their prey. The moment was enticing. Three hundred of his 
comrades were within a mile of the cottage; unridden horses were 
running at large In ever; direction , and Henry Wharton seised tbe 
unconscious aenllnel by his legs , and threw him headlong Into the 
lawn. — Caisar vanished from the room , and drew ■ bolt of Iha 

The fall of the soldier was not great, and recovering his litet, bo 
turned his taij for a moment on Us prisoner. To scsle the window 
in the face of such an enemy, was, hoverer, Impossible, and on 
trial he found the main entrance barred. 

His comrade now called londly upon him for aid , and forgetful 
of everything else, the discomfited trooper rushed to bis assistance. 
One horse wis instantly liberated, but the other was already 
fastened to the saddle of a Cow-Boy, and Ibe four retired behind 
the building, cntting furiously at each other with their sabres, and 
making tbe air resound with their imprecations. Cssar threw the 
outer door open, and painting to the remainiog horse, that was 
quietly biting the faded herbage of the lawn , he exclaimed — 

"Hun — BOW — run — MftssaHany, run." 



Google 



"Tet," cried the foolh as he vanlted Into the saddle, "now. 
Indeed, my faonesi fellow. Is the lime to mo." Be beckootd 
basil) J lo his father, who stood at the window In speechless aoiietj, 
with bis bands eiteoded towards his child In the atiitadc of bene- 
dictioD, iDdadding, *' God bless foa, Cosar, salute the girls," 
be dashed tbroagh the gate, with the rapidity of lighrning. 

The African watched him ^fh aniiet]' as he gaitied the highwsf, 
saw him ineliae to the ri^t, aBd riding (urionslj under the brow 
ofsonierocks, which on that side rose perpesdicularij, disappear 
behind a projection, which soon bid him from view. 

The delighted Casar closed the door, pushing bolt aricr bolt, 
and turning the bej ontil it would tnrn no more , soliloquising the 
whole time OD the happy escape of his young master. 

"How well be ride — leach him good deal myself— salnte a 
young lady — Miss Fanny wouldn't let old coloured man kiss a red 
cheek." 

When thefortuQC of the day was decided, and the time arrived 
for the burial of the dead, two Cow-Boys and a Virginian were 
found in the rear of the Locusts, to be included in the notnber. 

Happily for Henry Wharton , the searching eyes of his captor 
were ciamlnlng , through a pocket-gloss, the column of infantry 
that still held its position on the bank of the Stream, while the 
remnants of the Hessian yagers were seeking its frieodly pro- 
tection. His horse was of the best blood ofTirginia, sod carried 
himwlth tbeswiRnessofthe wind along the valley; and the heart 
ofthe youth was already beating tumultuously wilJ) pleasure alhfs 
deliverance, when a well^^own voice reached his startled ear, 
crying aloud — 

"Bravelydone, Captain! Don't spare the whip , and turn to 
your left before you cross the brook." 

Wharton turned his head in surprise, and saw, sitting on the 
point of a jnttlng rock that commanded a bird's eye view of the 
velley, his former guide, Harvey Birch. His pack, much diminish- 
ed in size, lay at the feel of the pedler, who waved his hat to the 
yonth, eiultingly, as the latter (lew by him. The Englisfa Captain 
took the advice of this mysterious being, and finding a wood nMd, 
which led to the highway that intersected the valley , turned down 
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lis directloii, vu hkiii opposite to his friends. Tbe next mtDnt« 
he crossed tbe bridge and stopped his ehaifer before bis old ao- 
qaaiatance , ColoneJ Wellmere. 

" CaplalD ^VbsrtoD ! " Mclilmed theasioaishedcoiniiUDderof 
the English troops, "diessediomohsir, and mounted on a rebel 
dragoon horse ! ire ;ou (rom the doods in this attire , and in sach 
astjIoT" 

"ThankGcd!" cried the joQih, recoverlog Ms breath, "lani 
Esre, and have escaped from the hands of mj enemies; but fire 
miontes since snd I was a prisoner, aod threatened viih the 
gallows." 

"The gallows, Captain Wharton! sarelj those traitors to the 
king Toold never dare to commit another mnrder in cold blood ; is 
It Dotenongfa that thej took the llfeof Aodri? wherefore did tbef 
threateD you with a similar fate?" 

" Under the pretence of a similar otfenee , " said the Captain, 
brieDj explaining to the group of listeners the manner of bis cap- 
tare, the grounds of his personal apprehensions, aodlhemethod 
of his escape. By the time he bad concluded his narrsdoo, the 
fbgitive Germans were collected Id the rear of the colnmn of in- 
Cuitrf, and Colonel Wellmere cried alond — 

"FrommjsoidlcongratalateToa, my brave (neod ; mercjis 
a quality vith which these traitors are nnacqualoled, and you are 
donbly forinnale In escaping fhim their hands uninjured. Prepare 
yourself to grant me your assistance, and I will soon afford you ■ 
noble revenge." 

"I do not think there was danger of persoosl ontrsge to any 
man. Colonel 'Wellmere, from a party that Major Dunwoodle com- 
mands," returned young Wharton, with a slight glow on his fkcei 
"his character Is above the imputation of such an offfence; neither 
do I think it altogether pradeni to cross this brook Into the open 
plain, Inlhefsce of those ^rgintan horse, Gushed as Ihey must 
be with the anceess they have just obtained." 

" Do yoD call the rout of those irregulars and these sluggish 
Hessians ■ deed to boast of?" eaid the other with a con- 
temptuous smile : "yonspeakof titeaDair, Captain Wharton, as 
JIuBpg. G 
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IT joiu bouted Hr. Duawoodie , for Hajor he b none , bid dl^* 
cttmBled the body gaards of your Idng." 

"And I must be allowed U> say, Coloael WeUmera, that If 
the body gnarde of mj kins vere in jod Bdd , thej would meet 
a foe that It would be dangeroiu to d«^i«e. Sir, mj bouted 
Dnnwoodie is the pride of Washiogtoa'iann; at tciTilrj officer," 
cried Henry with warmtb. 

"Danvoodie — Duawoodie!" repealed. the Colonel slowly; 
" surely I have mot the gentlemaD before." 

"I have been told yon once saw him for a moment, at the 
town residence of my eislerH ," replied Wharton , with a lurking 
smile. 

"Ah. I do remember me of saehayonth; and does the most 
potent Congress of these rebellious colonies intrust their soldiers 
to the leading of Boch a varrior?" 

"Ask the commander of yon Hessian horse, whether he thinks 
Hqor DnnwooHie worthy of the confidence." 

Colonel ^^ellmere was far from wanting that kind of pride 
which makes a man bear himself bravely in the presence of bis 
enemies. ]Se had served in America a long time, without ever 
meetiiK with any but new raised levies, or the militia of the 
connlpy; These would sometimes Sght, and thai fearlessly, but 
they as often chose (o ron away without polling a trigger. He was 
100 apttojndgefromeitemals, and Iboughi It Impossible for men 
whgse goiters were so dean, whose liead was so regular, and 
who wheeled wllh so much accuracy, to be Sealeni In^ddition 
' to all^ihese; thef were Englishmen, and'theirsueeess was certain. 
Colonel Wellmere had never been kept mnchin tbefield, orthesa 
notions, which be had brought with him Irom home, sod which 
had been greatly increased by the vapouring of a garrlsoded town, 
would have long since vauished. Be listened to the warm reply of 
Captain Wharton with a supercilious smile, and then enquired — 

"Too would not have us retire. Sir, before these boasted 
horsemen, wlthoot doing something that may deprive them of 
part of the glory which you appear to think (hey have gained? " 

"I would have you advised, Colonel Wellmere, oflhedanger 
jen are about to encounter." 
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"Danger is but id luHemI; wati tor ■ foldler," amlliiuad 
die British cemmander with a sneer, 

"And one aa little dreaded l)j the eoib u an j corps who wear 
the icjal Uveiy," ciied Henr; WhsrtoD , Gercelj; " give but the 
word to charge , and let our actions speak." 

" Now egain 1 know my young fMend," said Wellmere, Moth- 
In^y; "but if jou hare anything to say before we fight, thai 
csn ID any msnner help ns in otu' attack , well listen. Tod know 
the force of the rebels : ere there more of Ihem tn ambosh." 

"Tea," replied the youth, chofiogstill with the other's sneers, 
"la the skirt of this wood on our right are a small party of foot: 
dielr horse are all before yon." 

"Where they will not eontinneloi^;," cried Wellroere , tuin- 
Ing lo the few offleers around him. "Gentlemen, we wiU crosa 
the stream Iq column, and display on the plain beyond, or elae 
we shall not heable to entice these valiaotTankees within the reach 
of oar muskets. Captain Wharton , I claim yoar assistance as an 
aide-de-camp." 

The youth shook bis head in disapprobation of a movemeat 
whidi bis good sense taught him was rash, but prepared with 
slaerity to perform Ids duty In the Impending trial. 

During this conTeisatlon , which was held at a Bmall distanea 
In advance of the British column , and in ftali view of the Ameri- 
cans, Dnnwoodie had been calleeting ids scattered troops, se- 
earinghis (few prisoners, and retiring to the gronnd where he had 
been posted at the first appearance of his enemy. Satlsfledwith 
the sueeesg he had already obtained, and believing the English 
loo wary to give him an opportunity of harassing them farther , he 
was about to withdraw the guides ; and , leaving a strong party 
on thegronndtowatch themavemenlof tberegnlars, to fallback 
a few miles, to a favourable place for taking np his quarters for 
the night. Csplain Lawton was reluctantly listening to the reason- 
ing of bis commander, and had brought out his fkvoorlte glass, 
(o see If no opening could be found for an advantageoas attack, 
when he suddenly exclaimed — 

"How's thisT a bine coat among Ihoae scarlet gentry. As I 
hope to live to see oldTli^nia, it Is my masipierading fnendof 
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Ibe 60th, the bandBoma Caplala Wharton, escaped from tvo of 
mj best roen!" 

He had not done speaking wheo the survWor of these heroes 
joined his troop , brlngiog with him hfs Dim horse and tbase of the 
Coir-^ojs: he reportedtbe death of his comrade, and the escape 
orhlsprisoDer. As the deceased was the immediale sentinel over 
the person ofyonng Wliarton, and tbe other wu not lobe blamed 
for defending the horses , which were more partieolari; under bis 
CBr«, his Caplainheardhim with nneasiness, bnt wllhoDt anger. 

Tbis intelligence made ao entire change in the views of Major 
Dunwoodie. He saw at once that his own repntatioo was involved 
Id the escape of his prisoner. Tbe order to recall the guides was 
couDtermanded.andhe now joined his second la command, watch- 
ing as eagerly as the impetuous Lawton himself, for some opening 
to assail bis foe to advantage. 

But two hoars befiire, and Dunwoodie had fell the chance 
which made Henry WbartoD his captive , as the severest blow he 
had ever anstained. Kow he panted for an opportunity in which, 
by risking bis own life , he might recapture his Mend. All other 
coDsiderations werelostin tbegoadingsof a wounded spirit, and 
he might have soon emulated Lawton in hardihood, had nofWell- 
mervand his troops at this moment crossed the hrook into the open 
plain. 

"Tbero," cried the delisted Captain, as he pointed out the 
movement with his finger, "thera comes John Bull into the mouse- 
trap , and with eyes wide open." 

"Surely," saidDnnwoodie, eageriy, "he wilt not display his 
colnmnon that Qal: Wharton mnst tell hira oftbeambnsb. But 
If he does — " 

"We will not leave him a dozen sonnd skins in bis battalion," 
intermpled theolber, springing into his saddle. 

The truth was soon apparent; for the English column, alter 
advancing for a short distance on the level land , displayed with an 
accuracy that would have done them honour on a field day in their 
own Hyde Park. 

"Prepare to mount — monni," cried Dnnwoodie; the last 
word being repeated by Lawton In a tone that rang in the ears ot 
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Ceur, vfao Blood at the open window of the cotUge. Tlie black 
recoiled ia dismay, having lost all his confldeoce in Capialn 
LawloD's timidltj; for he thought he jet saw him emerging from 
his eoverandvaviagbla sword on bf^. 

As the British line advanced slovtj and in exact order, the 
guides opened a galliog Bre. It began to annof that part of the 
rojsl troops vbich was nearest to tbem. Wellmere listened to the 
advice of the veteran who was next to him in rank, and ordered two 
eompames to dislodge the American foot from their hiding-place. 
The moremeat created a slight confusion ; and Dun«oodie selxed 
the opportonilf to charge. No ground could be more favourable 
for themanceuvresofborse, and the attack of the Tii^nians was 
irresistible. II was aimed diieflf at ibe bank opposite to the wood, 
Id order to dear the Americans from the fire of their friends who 
were concealed; and it was completely successful. Wellmere, 
who was on the leit of his line, was overthrown bj the Impetuous 
taij of his assailants. Duawoodie was in time to save him from 
the impending blow of one of bis men , and raised bim from the 
ground, badhim placed on aborse, and delivered to the custody 
ofbis orderly. Tlie officer who had suggested the attack upon the 
guides had been ]ntr\iBted with Its execution , but the menace wu 
GulHcient for these itregnlsrs. In fact, their duty was performed, 
and they retired along Ibe skirt of the wood with intent to regain 
their horses, which had been left under a guard atlbe upper end ol 
the valley. 

lie left of the British Une was outflanked by the Americans, 
who doubled la their rear, and thus made the rout in that quarter 
total. But the second in command, perceiving bow Ibe battle 
went, promptly wheeled his party, and threw in a heavy Sre on 
the dragoons, aa they passed bim to the charge; with (his party 
was Henry Wharton , 1^0 had volunteered to assist In dispersing 
the guides; ■ bait struck bis biidle arm, and compelled him to 
change hands. As the dragoous dashed by them , rending the air 
with their shouts, and with trumpets soundlngaliveiyslrain, the 
charger ridden by the youth Iwcame ungoremable — he plunged, 
reared, and his rider being unable, with his wounded arm, to 
manage tbeimpatieutautanal, Henry WhaHon found himself , in 
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I»9 tlun a mlnnle, nmrilliiiglj rtdbg by the side of Captain 
LawloD. Tbe dragoon compreheodtd at a glance the ladlcroni 
sttnttioii of Us aew comrade , but had ooly Ume to ewj alond fae- 
foTe they plnnged into llie EngUsh line — 

"Hie hone knowi the rj^loona came better than hie rider. 
Captain 'Wharton , yon are welcome to the ranks of rreedom." 

Nodmewaalost, howeTer, bjLawton, after the charge was 
completed. In seenriog his prisoner again ; and, perceiving him t« 
be hurt , he directed liiin to be coDTeyed to the rear. 

The Tli^ntan troopers dealt out their hvours , with no gentle 
hands , on tliat pari of the royal fool who were thus leH In a great 
measnre at their mere J. Danwoodle, observing that tlie remnant 
ortheHeaalaas had again ventured OD the plain, led on in parsnit, 
and easily overtahing their light and half-fed horses, soon 4^ 
Btroyed the rcmaioder of the detachment. 

In the meanwhile, great number! of (he English, labliig advan- 
tage oftbe smoke and confnsion in the Geld, were enabled to get la 
the rear of the body of their countrymen , wliich atiil preserved its 
order in a line parallel to the wood , but which had been obliged to 
Iwldita fire from the fearoflQJDring (Mends as well as foes. Hie 
fugitives were directed to form a second line within the wood itself, 
and under cover of the trees. This arrangement was not yet com- 
pleted, when Captain Lawton called to a youth, who commanded 
the other Uoop left with that pari of the force which remained mi 
tbe ground, and proposed charging the unbroken line of the Bri- 
tish. Tbe proposal was as promptly accepted as it had been made, 
and the troops were arrayed for the pnipose. The eagerness of 
their leader pTBvenl«d the preparations necessary to ensnre sue- 
cess , and the horse , receiving a destructive 6re as they advanced, 
were thrown into additional conf^ion. Both Lawton and his more 
jnreniie comrade fell at this discharge. Forlanalely for the credit 
of the Tbgtnians, Major Dunwoodle re-entered the field at this cri- 
Hcalinstant; besawbis troopslndisorder; athls feet lay welter- 
ing in blood George Singleton , a youth endeared to him by num- 
berless virtues, and Lawton was nnhoraed and stretched on tha 
plain. Hie eye of tbe yonlbful warrior Hashed fire. Biding b»- 
Iween lUs squadron and the enemy, in a voice that reached Iha 
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hMTlaorhtsdngoonB, he recdled them lo ihdr dnty. BU pi^ 
Moca ftod words acted like magic. The clamour of Toiees ceawdi 
the line vu formed prompllj and wtlh euctilude ; the charge 
Kranded; aod, ledon by theircammaDder, the '^rgiiiiiiu swept 
■crass the plain with sd impetiiositf tbat nothing eonld withsUnd, 
and ttie Beld was fustantlj cleared of (he enemj ; those vtut were 
DOt destroyed gongbl a shelter in the woods. Dnnwoodie slowly 
withdrew from ilie fire of the English who were covered by the 
Ireea , and coinnienced the painfal duty of eollectiDg his deed and 
wonoded. 

The sergeant, charged with eoadnctlng Beory Wharton to a 
place where he might procure SDcgical aid , set about performing 
hit duty with alacrity , In order to return as soon as possible to the 
sceoe of strife. They hadnotreachedlhemiddleof theplain, be- 
fore the Caplela nofjced a man whose appearance and occnpatjon 
toTCibly atrestod his attention. His head was bald and bare, bnt a 
wril-powdcred wig was to be seen, half concealed, in the pocket ot 
hi> breeches, ffis coat was off, and his arms were naked to the 
elbow; blood had disfigured much of his dress, and Us hands, and 
even fbce , bore this mark of his profession ; in his month was a 
segar, in bis right lund some inslniments of strange formation, 
andinbisleft the remnants of an apple, with which he occasionally 
relieved the da^oftbe before-mentioned segar. He was standing, 
tost in the eontempletion of a Hessian , who lay breathless before 
him. At a little distance were three or four of the guides, leaning 
on their mnskels , and stnlnlng their eyes la the dirMtioo of the 
eombalante, and U his elbow stood a man who, from the imple- 
meats In his hand, and his bloody veatmentt, seemed an asai»- 
UdL 

"Ihere, Sir, is the doctor," said the attendant of Henry, veij 
coolly; "he will patch np your arm in the twinkling of an eye ; " 
and beckoning to the guides to approa^, he whispered and 
pointed to his prisoner, and then galloped forionsly towards hb 
ctmiraoes. 

Wharton advanced to the side of this strange Dgnre, end ob- 
serving himself to be unnoticed, was about to reqnett Us assii- 
UnM , wben the other broke silence Id a aoliloqaj — 
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"Now, I knoT tbis roan h) bsve been killed b) CnplalnLawton, 
■B welt as ir I bad seen Mm slrike Ihe blow. How oRen hiTe I 
strove to leieh him the maDDer in which he can disable his adver- 
sarj , wilhoul destroying life. It is ernel thus uimeeesgarllj to cat 
olf the humiD race , and ftirlliennoTe, aoch blows as Uiese render 
professional assistance unnecessar; ; it is in a meBBore treating the 
lights of science with disrespect." 

"If, Sir, yonr leisure will admit," said Henry Wharton, "1 
■nasi beg your attention to a slight hurt." 

"Ahl" cried the other, starting, and eiaminlng him from 
head to foot , ' ' you are from the field below ; is there much busi- 
Dess there, SIrT" 

"Indeed," answered Henry, leceptiag the offer of the snr- 
geon to assist in remoiiDgUscoat, **'( Is a stirring Ume, lean 
assnre you." 

"Stiiriog!" repeated the surgeon, busily employed wtth his 
"ydu give me great pleasure. Sir; for so long as they 
can stir there must be life, and while there Is life, yon know, there 
If hope ; but here my art is of do ase ; 1 did put In ibe brains of 
one patient, but I rather think the man must have been dead before 
I saw him. It is a eurioas case. Sir; I will take you to see it — 
only across the fence there, where you may perceive so many 
bodies together. Ah ! the ball has glanced around the bone with- 
out shattering It; you are fortiinatelafallinginto thehandsof an 
old practitioner, or you might have lost this limb." 

"Indeed!" saldHeory, with a slight uoeasiDesa; "Ididnot 
apprehend the injury to be so serious." 

"Oh! the hurt Is not bad, but you have such a pretty arm 
for an operadon; the pleasure of the thing might have tempted a 
novlee." 

"Hie devil!" cried the Captain; "can there be anypleasare 
Id malilating a fellow-creature? " 

"Sir," said the surgeon , wltbgraviiy, "aaelentilicampata- 
tioa is a very pretty operation, and doubtless might tempt a 
younger man , In the harry of business , to overlook all the parti- 
culars of Ihe case." 

Further conversatioii was lolerrupted by the appearance of the 
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dngaoDB, slovlr marcUng tovtrds iheb fiumer haldng-ftUee, ind 
Mw applIetUODB from the BUgfallf vonnded soldjera.irtio noveuM 
riding in,' miking fautf demuids on the skill or tba doctor. 

The guides took charge or Wharton, and with ■ heavy beari, 
the jotiDg man retraced his Steps to his father's eottaga. 

The English had lost in the seveial chargea abotit one third ol 
their foot, but the remainder were raiiied in the wood; and Dan- 
wDodie, percelvlDgtiiein tobe too stroD^y posted to Mufl, had 
left a strong parfj with Captain Lawton, with orders to watch their 
motions , and to s^e every opportanltj to harass them before thej 
re-embarked. 

Inlelligence had reached ihe Major of another party being out, 
by the vnj of the Hudson , and his duty required that he should 
hold himself in readiness to defeat the intentions of these also. 
Captain Lawton received his orders , with atrong injanedona to 
make no efforts on the foe, unless a favonroble chance should oifer. 
The injury received by dils offlcer was in the bead , being stnoned 
by a glancing bullet; and parting with a lauding declaration tnm 
the Major, that if be again forgot bimseU, they should all think 
bim more materlslly hurt , each took his own Bourse. 

The British were a light par^ without baggage, that had been 
sent out to destroy certain stores understood to be collecting for 
the use of the American army. They now retired Ihnnij^ the 
woods to the heights, and keeping the route along their tummils, 
in places unatBaDable by cavaliy, commenced ■ retreat to Iheit 

CHAPTER VIII. 
utal fu ud 

F ■ chiUinE ■ 
And Mw-bon iafut, ilti; 
But tklBH Uka tknt , >« kuw , ■iiul b* 
At nmf tmmoat vietorr." 

The lost sounds of the combat died on the ear> of the aniions 
listeners In the cottage, and were succeeded by the ettllneas of 
tutpense. Frooces hod continued by herself, striving to eiclndo 
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the uproar, ud Talnlj cndeaTowfaig to snnutuui hmIdUod to meet 
the diMded runh. Ibe ground when tht clurge ao the fe«t had 
taken place , was bat a short mite from the Locnsla , and , In the 
Intcnrala of the mnskeCrr, the eriea of the soMiera had even reached 
the ears of ill inhabltaata. AflM wHaeaBlDg the escape of hia bod, 
Hr. Wharton hud joined his slater and eldest daughter in theli 
retreat, aod^ three cantinnedfearfollj wailing for Dews from the 
. field. Uaable longer to remain under the painfnl nncertsialr of 
hersitiiat[on,FrBnceasoonaddedherselfIa the uneasy group, and 
Cssar was directed to examine into the slate of things without , and 
report on whose banners victor; bad alighted. The father now 
brteQ; related to his astonished children the clTcnmstance and 
manner of their brother's escape. Tbej were }et in the freshness 
of their surprise, when the door opened , and Captain Wharton, 
attended b; a coaple of the guides, and followed by the Uack, 
atood before them. 

"Uenr; — my son, my son," cried the agitated parent, 
stretching oat hia arms, yet anahle to rise from his seat; "whatia 
itleee; areyoaagalnacaptiTe, and in danger of yoarlife?" 

"The better brtone of these rebels has prevailed," said the 
ymih , endearoorbig to force a cheerful smile, and taking a hand cf 
each of his distressed aistera. ' ' I strove nobly for my liberty ; bat 
the perrerae spirit of rebellion has even lighted on their hones. 
Hie steed I monnlad carried me, peally agataist my will, I acknow 
ledge , Into the very centn of Danwoodie'a men." 

"And you were again captnred," conUnned the father, 
casting a fearfbl ^ance on the armed attendanta who had entered 
the room. 

"That,Sir,yaamayBafklysayi this Hr. LtwIOD , who aeea so 
far , had me In custody again Immediately." 

"Why yon no hold 'em In, Hassa HarryT" cried Ccsari 
peltiably. 

" Tbat ." said Wharton , smiling , " was a thing eaaler said than 
done, Ur. Cssar, especially as these gentlemen" (^ancing his 
eyes at the guides) "bad seen proper to deprire me of the use of 
my better arm." 

"Wounded!" eielatmed both sfslen in a breath. 
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" A men Kntdi, bnl dlMbllng me at a moat criliMl moment," 
MDtiiiiied the brother, kdndlj, ind stretching oat tlulDJand limb 
!• manifest the bnlh of hie declaratioD. Ccmt threw a look of 
biller anlmosilj od the imgnlar wanlore who wen thon^t to 
bate had la agencf in the deed , and lell the rMin. A few more 
words sDffic«d to explilD all IhaE Cnptaio Wharton knew relalire to 
the Tortune of the day. The result he thought jel donbUti], for 
when he left the gronnd, the Tlrglniaas were retiring from the field 
of battle. 

"The; had tree'd the squirrel," said one of the sentinels ab- 
raptly, "and didn't qnit the groimd without leaving ■ good honnd 
for the chase , when he comes down," 

"Aj," addedhbeiHnrade,drTl;, " I'm thinklDg Captain Law- 
Ion will unmt the noasi of iriiat are left befMc the; see iheir 
1rilal(^-boats." 

Frances bad stood sapporttag hersM bf the bade of a chair, 
dnring this dialogne, catching in breadiless aniletr ever; sjUabts 
as it was uttered; her colour changed rapid!;; her limbs shook 
under her; nnlil, with desperate resolntion, she enquired — 

" Is an; officer hurt on — the — on either sldel" 

"Tes," answered the man , eavallerl;, " these sonlhem youths 
are so Itall of mettle, that it's seldom we figbt, but one or two gets 
knocked over; one of the wowded, wim came ap before the 
troops , loU me that Captain Sln^etoB was klBed , and Major Don- 

Franees heard im mora, bu t feH Hfriess In the chair behind her . 
l%e attention of ber Mends soon revived her, lAen the Captain, 
Mmlng to the man , said , ftarfbll; — 

" Snrel; Uajor Duo wood ie la onhortT" 

"Never fear him," added the guide, disregarding the agitation 
ofthefandl;; "theysayaman who Is bom to be banged will never 
be drowned ; If a hnllel conld kill the Major , he would have been 
dead long ago. I was going to sa;, that the Major Is )n a aad taking 
becanse of the Captain's being killed ; bat had I known how much 
store die hdy sal by him, iwonldn't have been so plain sp<Aen." 

Franees now rose qntckl; thm ber seat , witii cheeks growing 
wUfa contiuton, and, leining on ber aunt, was about to retire, whea 
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DuDwoodie bimself appeared. Ttie first emotion of Ibe igltiled 
girl, wasaanllojedhappiDeBB; Iniheneitfnaiantsbe^rankbielc 
appalled froin the UDUsual erpressioD that reigDcd in his conoto- 
DBDce. Tte sternness ot battle jel ut on hU brow; Us ej« was 
filed, and severe. The smile oraffeClioD that used to llgbleDhis 
dark TeatuTes on meeting liis mistress, was supplanted bf the 
lowering look of care; liis whoie sonl seemed to be absorbed in 
one engrossing emotion, and he proceeded at once to his object. 

"Mr, Wharton," be eameslJ; began, "in Umes like these, 
we need not stand oo Idle ceremonj: one of my officets , I am 
afraid, is burt mortallr; and presuming on jonr hospiiaiit;, I 
have brou^t him to 70ur door." 

"lamhappjr, &i, that yon have done so," said Hr. ^n^rton, 
at onee perceiving the importanee of concilialiDg the American 
troops; "the necessitous are alwajs welcome, and doubly so, 
to being Uie friend of Major Danwoodie." 

"Sir, I tbaok jon for myself, and in behalf otbim who fa 
noable to render yon his thanks," returned the other, basUly. 
"if jou please, we will have bim conducted where the sorgeon 
may see aud report upon bla case , witbout delay." To Ibis there 
coi^d be no objection; aud Frances fell a chill at ber heart, as 
her lover withdrew , wilbout casting a solitary look oo herself. 

There is a devotedoess in female love that admits of no rivalry. 
All the teudemess of the heart , all the powers of the Ima^nation, 
are enlisted in bebalf of the tyrant passion, and where all la given, 
much U looked for in return. Frances had spent hours of anguiBh, 
of torture, on account of Ounwoodie, and he now met ber without 
a smile, and left her without a greeting. The ardour of her 
feelings was unabated, bat the elasticity of her hopes was weaken- 
ed. As the supporters of the nearly lifeless body of Dunwoodle's 
friend passed her, in their way to the apartment prepared for hU 
reception , sbe caught a view of this seeming rival. 

His pale and ghastly countenance, snnkeii eye, and difflcalt 
breathing, gave her a f^impse of ( death i n its most fearful form. 
Dunwoodie was by his Bide, aodEeld hlahand, giving frequent 
and stem Injunctions to the men to proceed with care, and, in 
short, raauifesting all the soLicllude that the most tender ftinit- 
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■Up conld , on such in occarion , Inspire. E^ancet mored lightly 
before them , rnd, with an STerled face , she held open the door 
br thdr puMge to the bed; it wia ool} as the Uajor tended her 
garments , on entering the room, Uiat ofae ventured to raise her 
mild bine ejes to Ua nice. Btitthe glance was nnretarned, and 
France* anconsclonsl; sighed as she son^t the solilnde of her 
own apartment. 

Captain Wharton Tolnntarll; gavo t pledge to his keepers not 
to attempt again escaping , and then proceeded to eiecnte those 
dalles, on behalf of his father, which were Ihonght necessarj In 
> host. On uilerfng the passage for that purpose, he met the 
operator who had so deiteronslr dressed his ann , advancing to 
the mom of the wonnded officer. 

"Ahl" cried the disciple of Escnlapius, "t see jon are doing 
well: bat stop; have joa a pin? No! here, I have one; you 
most keep tite cold air fTom yoor hnrt , or some of the joungsieis 
will be at wo A at yon jet." 

"God forbid," muttered the Captain, In an noder tone, 
ntt^ntivelj adjusting the bandages; when Dan woodle appeared at 
the door. Impatiently crjing alood — 

"Hasten, Sltgreaves, hasten; or George Singleton will die 
from loss of blood." 

"'Whitl fiin^etonl God forbid. Bless me — Is It George — 
poor little Geoi^ ," exclaimed the snrgeon , as he quickened his 
paee with evident eoncem, and hastened to the side of the bed; 
"be Is alive thongh, sndvriiile there la life there Is hope. This is 
the first serioos case I have had to^aj, where the patient was not 
already dead. Captain Liwton teaches hb men to strike with so 
little dbenlion — poor George — bless me, it is a mnskel 
balieu" 

ne yonlhbl suffisrer turned htt eyes on ibe man of scienea, 
and with a Mnl smile Hideavoiiied M Ureich forth his hand. Tbere 
was ao appeal in the look and action that tonched the heart of Ibe 
operator. Hie snrgecHi removed his speetaeles to wipe an onosnal 
molstore from his eyes , and proceeded carehilly to the discbarge 
of his daty. While the previans arrangements were, however, 
nMUns, he gave vent in some measiwe to his feelings, bj saying — 
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"Wben It fi oflif I bnUfll, 1 btre tlwajB eomt hopM; there 
is a ehiiMe tbit ft hits nolhiDg viul; bat, bless me. Captain 
Liwton'a DIM cut m at rtBdom -~ geaerallr aerer the jnettlar or 
the carotid art«rj , or let out the brains , and ali are so difficult to 
remedy — llie patient mostlf dying before one can get at him. 1 
never had snocess but once in replacing a man's brains , aldiongli 
I have tried three tills f erj day. It Is easy to tell where Lawlon's 
troop charge in a baiUe , ihey cot so at random." 

The gronp aronnd (he bed of Captain Sin^eloo were too mDch 
accostomed to the maoaer of their snifeon to regard or to reply to 
hissoiiioqay; but they qnleliy awaited the mommt when he was 
to commence his eiamioatlon. This now took place, andDiiDwoodie 
slwd looking the operator in die fkee, with an eipression that 
seemed to read bia soul. The patient (hrank from the applicaUon 
oflbe probe, andasmila stole over Ihefeatnresoflbesnrgecm, as 
he mattered — 

"There has been nothing before it In that qoarter," He now 
applied himself in eamestlo bis work, look otTbis spectacles, and 
Ihrew aside his wig. All Ibis time Dnnwoodle stood In fenrish 
silence, holding one of tbe hands of thesnlfererinbothhlsown, 
watching the couDlenancc of Dr. Siigreaves. At length Slngletoa 
gave a Blight groaa , and the surgeon rose with alacrity , and said 

"Ahl there is some pleasure in foDowing a ballet; ft may be 
said to meander tlirongh the human body, InjnringDothlDg vital; 
bnt as for Captain Lawton's men — " 

"Speak," iQlertapled Donwoodie: "it there hop«T — can 
jovfiadtbebailT" 

■'It's no difBcnlt matter to find that which out bos hi his band. 
Major Dnnwoodie," replied the surgeon, coolly, pr^arlng hit 
dresaiogs: "Ittook what that literal fellow, Captain Lawton, calls 
a eircnmbendibos , a route never taken by the swoids of his men, 
notwithstanding the mnltipUed pains 1 have bean at to teach him 
bow lo cut sctenHflcally. Now, 1 saw a botae ibia day with bis 
beadhalf severed Ihimbli body." 

" nal ," s«id Dunwoodle , aa the blood rasbed lo fala cheek* 
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again, and U* dtrk ejei iparkled with tbe raja at hope, "was 
aameofinjhaiidfwork; I Ulled that horse mjaalf." 

"Tool" eidaimed tbe sorgeoD , drcppiDgbfsdreasliigiDniF- 
prUe, "jtni but ;oD knew U was a hone!" 

"Ihadsnchauplclons, Iowd," mM the Uajor, amUlog, and 
holding a barerage to the lips of bia Mend. 

"Sacb blows alighting on the human frame are fatal," cdd- 
linned Ihe Doctor, parsninghlsbiislDess; " ihej set at nou^t iba 
b«neGta which flow from the U^ts of science ; thej are nselest in a 
battle, for diaabling joor foe is all that is reqnirqd. 1 baveaat. 
Major DoDwoodie , manjr a cold hour , while Captain Lawton has 
been engaged , and after all mf etpeclatlOD , not a single case 
worth recording bas occurred — all scratches or deatb-wonnds ! 
•hi the sabre Is a sad weapon In nnsbilftal hands! Tee, Major 
Dnnwoodle, many are the hours 1 hafe thrown awa; In endeavour- 
ing to impress this bnitb on Captain John Lawton." 

The Impatient Major pointed sileatlj to Ma friend , and tbe 
sorgeon quickened his movemenls. 

**Ah! poor George, it is a narrow chance; but — "hewasln- 
lerTupledbraroesaenger requiring the presence of tbe command- 
ing oScer in the Beld. Dun woodie pressed the hand of bis Mend, 
and beckoned the Doctor to tallow biiu, as he withdrew. 

"What ibiok jonT" be lAUpend, on reaching ihepuaage, 
'■wiUheUveT" 

"He will." 

"Thank GodI" cried the joolh, haslcoing b«low. 

Donwoodie for a moment joined tbe lunlly, who were now 
collecting in the ardinar} parioor. Bis thee was no longer wanting 
In smiles, and bis salnuiions, though hasty, wen cordial. He 
took no notice of the escape and reeapime of Henry Wharton , hut 
seemed to think the yoang man had continued where be had left 
him before the encounter. On the ground tbey had not met. lite 
Englisb officer withdrew In haughty silence to a window, leaTing 
the Major uninterrupted to make Us commnnlealionB. 

Tbe eieilement produced by Ihe events of the day to the youtb- 
•fttlfediagj of Ihe sisters, had been succeeded by s languor that 
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kept ihem boih sOent, and Dnnwoodie held Us diseotirae vltli 
Hiss Pe jton. 

" b there tnj hope , m; eonsin , that joar friend cm BuniTe 
hb wound?" satdiheladj, adT»ndngloirardsherhliiim»n. with 
■ smile of benerolent regard. 

"ETerylhing, my dear madam, eTerrthiog," answered the 
Boldlet cheerhll J. ■ ' Sitgreayes Mfs be will live , and he has nerer 
deeefTed me." 

"Toar pleasareis not much greater Ihui my own at Ibis In- 
telUgence. One so dear to Major Dunwoodle cinaot fail to eiclle 
an Interest In the bosom of bis friends." 

"Say one so deserredly dear, madam," relorned the Major, 
wiihwsnnlhi "he is the benelieent spirit of the corps, equally 
beloved by US all ! somild, soeqnel, sojnst, sogenerons, with 
the meekness of a lamb and th« fondness of a dove — ft Is only in 
the hour of battle that Singleton Is a Hod." 

"Ton speak of him as if he were yonrmistresi. Major Dan- 
wDodle," observed the smiling spinster, glancing bereyeather 
niece, who sat pale and listening, Inaeonieroftheroom. 

"IlovehtmasoDe,"cried theeiciledyonlh; "but he requires 
care and nnraing; all now depends on the attentian he receives." 

"Tmstme, Sir, he will wantfor nothing nnderthisroof." 

"Pardonme, dearmadAin: yon are aU that is benevolent, but 
Singleton requires a care irtiich many men wonld feel to bs 
irksome. It ia at moments like these, and in sufferings like this, 
that (he soldier most flnde the vant of female teademess. " As 
he tpoke , he tamed his eyes on Frances with an eipreaslon thai 
again thrilled to the heart of Us mlsbess ; she rose from her seat 
with burning cheeks, and said — 

"All the attention that can with propriety he given to astranger, 
will be cheerfully bestowed on your friend." 

"Ah!" criedthcMajor, shaking hia head , " that cold word 
propriety will kill him; be must be fostered, cherished, soothed." 

"These are ofBces fbr a sister or wife." 

"A lister!" repealed the soldier, the blood niahing to hii 
ownbce tumultuoosiy; "a sister! be has a sister ; and one that 
migftl he here with bMnomw'i tvn." He paused, mused In 
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■Hence , fenced his eye imeasSj at Frances , and mnUered in m 
under tone — " Singjeton requires it, and il most lie done." 

The ladles ludvaiched Ids varying counlenance in eome snr- 
prise, and lOas Pe]1on nov observed Uiat — 

"If there were a aiater orCapisin Singleton near them, lier 
presence wooid be (^adly reqaested both by herself and nieces. " 

"It mnst be, madam; it cannot well be otherwise," replied 
Donwoodle, with a lieaftation that bnt ill agreed with his former 
deelaratlDns ; " she eball be sent for eipreas this *ery night." And 
then, as if willing (o change the sobject, he approached Captain 
Wharton, and contlnned mildly — 

"Henry Wharton, U me honour is dearer than hte, bnt in 
your hands I know It can safely be conflded ; remain here nnwalcb- 
ed, until we leave the county, which will not he for some days." 

The distance in the manner of the English officer vanished, and 
tddng the offered baud of the other, he replied with warmth — 
"Tour generoos couGdeace, Peyton, will oat be abased, even 
though the gibbet on which your WasUngton bang Andr^ be read] 
for my own eieeution." 

"Henry, Henry WhartOD," said DnnwoodEe reproachfully, 
*■ you little know the man who leads our armies, or you would have 
spared bim that reproach ; bnt duty calls me without. I leave yon 
where I conid wish to stay mysdf, and where yon cannot be whonj 
unhappy." 

Id passing Frances, she received another of those smHiog looks 
of affection she so much prized , and for a season the Impression 
made by his appearance after the battle was forgotten. 

Among the veterans that had been impelled by the times to 
abandon the quiet of age for the service of their country, was Colo- 
nel BiogletOD. He was a native of Georgia, and had been for the - 
earileryearsofhisIiteasoMler by profession. When the struggle 
for libuty commenced, he oDeredhis services to his country, and 
from respect to bis character they bad been accepted. His years 
and health had, however, prevented his discharging the active 
duties of tile field, and he had been kept in command of different 
posts of trust, where his country ml^t receive the benefits of his 
Tigflanee and fidelity without incouTeoienco to himaeif. For the 
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lui rB>' be liad been intnuled with UieptsMsfDtolheH^lUuidti 
and was now qnartered, vllh his danghler, bnl ■ short daj's marcb 
■bore (he vallej where Dnnvoodie had met (he enemf . His only 
other child was Ihe wounded officer we have mentioned. Tfaiiher^ 
then, the Major prepared to despatch a messenger with the \m- 
bappj news of the Captain's eitaatlon , and chained with each en 
Invitation from the ladies as he did not doubt would epeedi); bring 
the sister to the couch of her brother. 

This duty performed, though with an nnwtllingneas that only 
conld make bis former aniietf more perpleiing, Dttnwoodie pro- 
ceeded to the Seld where his troops bad halted. The remnant of 
the En^ish were already to be seen, over the topi of Ihe trees, 
marching along the heights towards their hoata , In compact order- 
and with great watchfulnesB. The detachment of the dragoons 
nnder Lawton were a short distance on iheir tiank, eagerly await- 
ing a favourable moment to strike a blow. In this manner both 
parties were soon lost t« view. 

A ebort distance above theLocnstswasasmaLhamlet, where 
several roads intersected each other, and from which, conse- 
quently, access to the surrognding country was easy. It was • 
favourite halting place of the horse, and frequently held by the li^t - 
parUes of the American army during their eicurslons below. Dun- 
woodie had been the first to discover Its advantages , and as it was 
necessary for him to remain in the county until further orders from 
above, it cannot be supposed be overlooked them now. To this 
place the troops werb directed to retire , carrying with them their 
wounded; parses were already employed in the s(ddatyoflni«r- 
ring Ihe dead. In making these arrangements, a new abject of 
embarrassment presented ilaelf to onr yoimg soldier. In moving 
through the field , he was struck with the appearance of Colonel 
Wellmere, seated by himself, broodingover bis misfortunes, un- 
interrupted by anything but the passing civilities of the American 
officers. His anilely on hehalf of Singleton bad hitherto banished 
therecirilecliOQaf his captive from the mind ofDunwoodie, and he 
now approached him with apologies for his neglect. The English- 
man received hie courtesies with coolness, and complained of being 
injured by what he affected to tbink was the accidental stumbling 
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•fUlbwM. Baniroodie, lAo bid Men ana orbtoommui ride 
hfmdown, aod that wiUi ver; little eeremoD; , ellgfatlj smiled, at 
he offered him BDrgical asilstiuiM. lUt eonld odI; be precared at 
IbecotUge, (udtUtherlhef both proceeded. 

"Colonel Wellmere!" cried jonng WhiriOD ia oslonlshmem 
U they eatered, "has the forlane of war been thus crad to yon 
also? — but yoD are welcome lotbe house of my (hlher, althongfa 
I coald wish the Introdnctioo to have taken place under more happy 
cireomstaQcei." 

Mr. Wharton reeelTed Ihia new guest with the guarded caution 
that dlatingulshed his manner, and Donwoodle lett the room to 
seek the bedside of hie friend. ETerythiiig here looked propitious, 
and he acquainted the tnrgeon that aootber patient waited his gklll 
in the room below. Hm aonnd o( the word was enough to set the 
doctor In moUon, and selling Ills implemeuta of ofBce, heweotin 
queat of this new applicant. At the door of tlie pariour he was met 
by the ladies , who wen retiring. Hiss Peyton detained him for a 
moment, to enquire into the welfare of Captain Singleton, Frances 
smUed with si»nethiog of her natural archness of manoer , as ahe 
contemplated the grotesque appearance of the bald-headed practi- 
tioner; but Sarah was too much agitated, with the sniprise of the 
unexpected interview with the British Colonel , to observe him. It 
lias already been intimated that Colonel Wellmere was an old ac- 
quaintance of the family. Sarah had been ao long alisent from the 
city, that she had iu some measure been banished from the re- 
membrauee of the gentleman; but the recolleetionsof Sarah were 
more Tivid. There is a period iu the life of every woman when she 
may l>e said to be predlaposed to love ; It is at the happy age when 
infancy Is lost in opening maturity — when the guileless heart beats 
with those anticipations of life which the truth can never realise — 
and when the Imagination forma images of peifeclion that are 
copied after its own unsullied visions. At this happy age Sarah 
left.tlie city, and ahe had brought with bar a picture of futurity, 
faintly impressed, it is true, but which gained durability from her 
solitude , and In which Weilmere had been placed in the fbre- 
gronnd. The anrprlse of the meeting liad in some measure over- 
powered her, and afterreceiving the salutations ofUiB Colonel, sh« 
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"Tbco, Sir," obterrsd Hiss Pejioa, ifter Ibtming to ihe 
mrgcon's account of his toodb paiienl , " we may b« Oatland with 
tb« «ip«ctalk>ii that he will nearer." 

"TttnntUiB, madam," retained the doctor, endearonring, 
ontofiapecttolheladiea, tonplaeehiawlg; "'tiaeeriala, with 
can and good nnraing." 

"In thoselieshallDOtbe wanting," said the aplnaler, mildl;. 
"EverjlUagwehaTeliecancammaDd, and Major Dnnwoodie has 
despatched an eipress for Ids sister." 

"Hia sister 1" eclioed the praetiUouer, withaloDkorparticDlar 
meaning; "if the Major has sent for her, she wOI come." 

"Her brother's danger would induce faer, ODewoaldimagiDC." 

"No doubt, madam," eootinaed the doctor, laeoBieall;, 
bowing low, and giving room to the ladles to pass. The words and 
lbs manner were not lost on tbe joanger risio', in whose presence 
tlie name of Dnnwoodle was nerer mentioned nnbeeded. 

"Sir," cried Dr. SitgreaTes, oa entering the parlonr, address- 
ing himself to the onlj coat of scarlet In the room, "lamadnsed 
}on are in want of my aid. God send 't b not Captain Lawton with 
whom yon came in contact, lniriilch«asel maybe too late." 

■■nieremastbe some mistake, Sir," said Weltmere, bangb- 
tilf ; "it was a snrgeon that Uajor Dmiwaodie was to send me, 
and not an old woman." 

"TlsDr.Sitgreaves," said Henrj Wharton, qnlekly, though 
withdiSenltfHippFesatDgalangb; " tbe nultitade of his engage- 
ments to-day, has prerented his usnal attrition to his attire." 

"Tout pardon, Sir," added Weltmere, very angraeioiislj 
proceeding to lay aside Iiis coat, and eihibit what be called a 
wonoded arm. 

"If, Sir," said the sni^^eon , dryly, " the degrees of Bdio- 
bu^ — walking your London bosphala — ampntaling some 
hundreds of limbs — operating on the human frame In ereiy shape 
that is warranted by the ii^ts of science, a clear conscience, and 
the commission ofthe Continental Congress, can make a surgeon, 
I im one." 
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"Tonrpardoo, Sir," repeated the Coloiul, stUDj. "Captain 
^iflkarton baa aeconaled for m j error." 

" For wblch I tfaanb Captain Wharton," aald the ni^eoD, pro- 
ceedtag coollj to arrange liia ampolaliDg Instraments vitb a fbr- 
malit; that made the Colonel's blood nia cold. "Where are joo. 
hart, ^T Wliat, Isltlhea this scratch Id the ahonlderT lowfaal 
manner might fon have received this wonnd. Sir?" 

"From the sword of a rebel dragoon," laid the Colonel with 
emphasis. 

"Nerer. Eren the gentle Geoi^e Singleton would not have 
tireaUied on jon so harmlessly." He took a piece of sUcldog plaster 
from his pocket, and applied it to the part. "There, Sir, that 
wilt answer yonr purpose , and 1 am certain it is all that is required 

"What dojon take to bemjpuipose, then, BirT" 

"To report yourself wounded In jour despatchea," replied the 
doctor, wiihgreatsteadineas; " and jon majr saj that an old wo- 
man dressed jonr horta, — for If one did not, one easUf mig^l I " 

"Very eitraordinar; language," muttered the Englishman. 

Here Captain Wharton Inteifered; and, bj eiplaining the 
mistake of Colonel Wellmere to proceed fhim liis irritated mind , 
andpalnofbodf , he in part succeeded In mollitjfng the Insulted 
practitioner , wbo consented to look rnrther into the hurts of the 
other. The; were chiefly bruises from bis faU, to which Sitgreaves 
made some hasty applications, and withdrew. 

The horse, ba^ng taken their required refreslmieDt, prepared 
(o fill bade to their intended posiUoD , and It became incombent 
on DaowDOdie to arrange tiie dlsposd orhis prisoners. Sitgreaves 
be detenninedto-ieaveinthe cottage of Mr. Wharton in alteodaace 
on Captain Singleton. Henry came to him witii a request that 
Colonel Wellmere might also be left behind, under his parole, until 
the troops marched higher Into the couotry. To this the Major 
ebeerfully assented; and asalllherestof the prisoners were of the 
vulgar herd , they vrere speedily collected , and , under the core of 
' a strong guard , ordered to the interior, the dragoons soon after 
marcbed; and the guides, separating In smalt parties, accom- 
panied bj patroles from the horse , spread themselves across tbe 
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coiiDtr;, Id loeh i manner u to nuke a cbaia of aeatlnela fram Ibe 
waters of the ftouod to the Hudson. * 

Dunwoodfe bad UngeTEd In ftwit of the cottAge, gflethepald 
hIspartLngcompUmeDls, vilh an onwllllagneas to return, thethe 
thoagbt proceeded from aolicilode for his Toiuided friends. The 
heart <nhich has not become ctllooa , soon sickens «l(h the glorf 
thatbasbeeDpurchasedvitha waste of human life. FejrtoDDao- 
woodie, let la himself, and no loogereieitedbf the visions which 
fouthful ardour had kept before blm throughout the dsj , began to 
feel there were other lies than those which bonnd the soldier within 
the rigid rules of honour. He did not waver in his dutj, jet hf 
felt how Strang was (he (enptaliOn. Uto blood had ceased to flow 
with the impulse erealed bj the battle. Hie stem eipr«sslon of 
his eje gradusll]' gave place to a look orsoflness; and his reflec- 
Uons on thejictorj brought with them no satisfaction ]Ji^t compen- 
sated for the sacrifices hj which It had been purchased. While 
taming bis last lingering gue on the Locusts, he remembered 
only that it contained all that he most valued. The friend of his 
jon^ was a prisoner, under circumstances that eodangerea^ih 
Jijejuidjioaoar. The geulle cojgmniou of his tolls , who could 
throw around the rude enjopnenta of asoldierlhegraeefulmildneBS 
of()eici!i1ayablecdiDgTtclimlohissuccess. The image of the myjl 
who had hdd, daring the day, a disputed soTerelgntjin his bosom, 
again rose to liis view with a loieliness that banished her rival, 
gior}, from his mind. 

The last lagging trooper of the corps had already disappeared . 
behind the northern bill, and the Major unwlllinglf turned his 
horse in the same direction. Frances, impelled bj ■ restless in- 
qnietude , now timidlf ventured on the pia»a of (he cottage. The 
day had been mild end clear, and the sun was sfaiaing brigfaUf in 
a cloudless skj. The tumult, which so lately disturbed Ibe valley, 
was succeeded by the silliness of death , and the fair scene before 
her looked as if it had never been marred by the passions of men. 
One solitary cloud , the collected smoke oftkeeontesl, hung over 
the Held ; and ibis was gradually dispersing, leaving no vestige of 

• Ths icdis of tbU Ul> if between then two vMcn , vhteh an kU 
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. thtt conflict aboTs the peaeefbl gntTCs orils ricUms. All the con- 
(liclIiiK feelings , all Ihe iDmnllnons circumstances of the eTenlful 
day, appeared Hhe the deceptions of a troubled tIsIoh, Frances 
turned , and canght a gUmpse of the retreating figure of him vho 
bad l>een so consplcaons an actor In the sccuo , and Ihe illusion 
Tanished. Sfaerecognlscd herlover, and, vith the truth , came 

. other recoUeciioiis that drove her to the room , with a heart as sad 
as that which Dnnwoodie biingelf bore from the vallej. 



t ■Buff'il the tainted gala. 



Wltb DB« brara baniid Iha cO|iia be (Icar'd, 
Aad, atrctcliJo^ forward fraa anJ far, 
Sought the vlld haathi df Uam-Var. 

Walter Scott. 

Thk partf DDder Captain Lawlon hid watched Ihe retinng foe 
, lo Us boats wilh Ihe most uDremltting Tigilance , without finding 
mj fit opening for a charge. The eiperienced successor of 
CcJoDcl Wellmere knew too well the power of bis eoemj to leare 
tbe nneven surface of Ihe heights, unlil compelled to descend lo 
Um level of the water. Before he attempted Ibis hazardous move- 
ment, he threw hU men into a compact square, with its outer 
edges bristling with bayonets. In this positiou, tbe impaiient 
trooper well understood that brave men could never be assailed by 
eavalrj with success , and be was reluctaolly obliged to hover near 
them, without seeing any opportunity of stopping their slow but 
steady march to tbe beach, A. small sciiooner, which had beea 
their convoy from the city, lay with her guns bearing on the place 
of emharkaUon. Against this combination of forco and discipline, 
Lawton had sufDcleat prudence (o see it would be folly to contend, 
and the Engllsb were suffered to embark without molestation. The 
.dngoonfl lingered on the shore till tbe last moment, and then ihej 
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tductand J cominenced their own ratrut hiA lo ihe miia bod j of 
tko corps. 

The ptfaeriog mlits of the STeiiiog hid begna to dufcen tte 
nllcj, as thedeUchmeatofLavtoDmide lUruppeannea, alUs 
•oDthera extremity. Themarehof the troops vu alow, andthrir 
line eiteaded , for the beneSl ofeCM. In tiu front Tode Um Cap- 
tain, side lif side wltii his senior suhBlletn, ippareatly enfaged in 
dose confereDce, while the rear wu brought Dp by a jronng cwnet, 
hummiDg SD air, and thiaklngoftlieawects of a straw bed alter the 
fatigues of a hard daj's duty. 

"Then it struck yon too?" said the Captaio. "The Instant 
I placed ray eyes on her, 1 remembered the face; ft Is one not 
easily forgotten. By my fUlh , Tom , the giri does no discredit 
to the Uajor's taste." 

"She wonld do honour to the corps," replied the Lieutenant, 
with some watmth; "those blue eyes might easily win a man to 
gentler employments ibao this trade of onrs. In sober truth, I 
can easily Imagine, such a girl might tempt even me ,to qnll tha 
broadsword and saddle, foradaming-needle and pillion," 

"Mutiny, Sir, mutiny," eried the other, laughing; "what, 
yoD, Tom Hason, dare to rival tha gay, admired, and withd 
rich. Major Danwoodie inhlslotel Ton, a Lieutenant of cavalry, 
with but one hone, and henoneoflbebest! whose Captain b sa 
tooghasapeperagelog, and bas as many lives as a eat" 

"Faith," said the sobaltem, smiling ia hi* turn, "lite log 
may yet be split, and Grimalkin lose hi* lives, Ifyonoflandiargo 
as madly as yon did this morning. WhatthlDkyonofnuDyraps 
from Budi a beetle as laid you on yonr hack to-day T " 

"Ah! don't mention it, my good Tom; the thoo^t makes 
my head ache," replied the other, shra^lng op his shonJders! 
" it is what I call forestalling nlgbt." 

"The night of death?" 

"No, Sir, the night that follows day. I saw myriads of stan, 
thii^ which should hidt their f^ees in the presence of tbslord^ 
son. 1 do think nothing bat this thick cap saved m« for yonr 
comfort a little longer , maogrc the cat's lives." 

" 1 luve mneb reBsm to be obliged to the cap ," said Mason, 
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.iifij; " tbAl or the tknS oaost ban bad a rMsonible portitHi of 
diiefcn«M, I admit." 

"Come, come, Tom, joa are a Ueeosed joker, ao ni not 
TeigD anger with jou," returned the Qiptaia, good humooredl]'; 
"bnt Singjeten'a Lfeul«iiant, I am tearftil, will fara betterllun 
yoaraelf for Me daj's serrice." 

"1 belleYe both of ns will be spared the pain orreceMngpro- 
moUoD purchawd b; the death of a comrade aod fiiend," obseired 
Mason, kindlf ; "it wu reported tbat Sltgreares said he woiild 
Uye." 

"FrommjionllhcFpeao," eidalmedLawtOQ: "(brabeard- 
tesa bee , that bo; carries the aloutesl heart I have ever met with. 
It nuprisea me, however, that, as we both fell at the same instant, 
(be men behaved ao well." 

"Forihe eompUmcDt, I mi^it thank tod ," cried the Llento- 
atDt with a laugh; "but modesty forbids; 1 did my best to slop 
them, but wilhont snccesB." 

"Sloptheml" roared the Cqitain; "would fOB stop men in 
the middle ofa ebargel" 

"I thoaght thej were going the wrong way," aaswered the 
■nbatlera. 

"lb! oar IW drove them to right aboat," 

"It was either jonrfaU, or apprehensions of their own; nntil 
ibeHajorralliedos, we were in admirable disorder." 

"Di^seMlie,! iheMajor was on the cropper of iheDDtehman," 

"Ahl bat he managed 10 get olf the cropper of the DatchmBD. 
HecameJD, athalfapeed, with iheoihertwotroopa, andriding 
between ns and the enepiT ..widiJJuLimp^^ Vfj he has whein 
rooaed, bronghl ns in Uhein the twlnkllDg of an eje. Then It 
irSaT' added the UenteDaDtv- with animalloa, "that wa sent 
John Ball to the bnahes. Ob ! it waa a sweel charge — haada and 
taHa, aatil we were npoQ them." 

"ThedevUI Wbatasi^tlmUsedl" 

" Tod slept Ihrongh ft all." 

"Tea," returned the other, with a sigh; "It was all lost la 
me *Dd poor George Sio^elon. Bnt, Tom, what will George's 
•iateraa; to Ibis falr^ired maiden, in jonder white building?" 
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"Hangbenetf inher garters," Mid the snbillen). "I owe 
t, proper respect to my superiors , bot two sudi angels are more 
ihiii jasUj blls to die share of one man , unless he be a To A or a 
Hindoo." 

"Ves, jes," said ihoCapUin, quieblj; "ihe Major Is CTcr 
preacMog morBlilj to Ihe joungsiers, but be is a sly fellow In 
Ibe main. Do ;oa observe how fond ha fa of the cross roads 
abore this vallej? Now, IT I ware to halt Ibe troops twice in 
the suue pbce, yon woaUali swear there was a petticoat in the 
wind." 

"Tooare well hDown to the corps." 

"Well, Tom, a standerous propeaeitj fs Inenrable — hut," 
stretclilDgforwardblsbodj'in tbe direction he was gailng, as if to 
aid him In dislingulshlDg objects ilirougfa the darkness, "what 
animal is moving Ibroagh the field on our lightT" 

"Tisaman," saidUasoD, lookiaglnteDtlf al the suspidoiu 
object. 

"Bjhishnmp't Is adromedarjl" added the Captain, ejeing 
ft keenly. Wheeling his horse suddenly from ihe highway, he 
eiclaimed — "Harrey Bfreh 1 — lake him dead or alive 1 " 

HasoD and a few of ibe leading dragoons only understood the 
sudden cry , bat it was heard throughout the line. A dozen of the 
mcQ, with the Lieutenant at their bead, followed the impelaous 
Lawlon, and their speed threatened the pursued with a sudden 
termiDalioa of the race. 

Birch prudently kept his posilioo on Ihe rock, where be had 
been seen by the passing glance of Henry Wharton , until erenlng 
had begun to shroud the surrounding objects in darkness. From 
this height he had seen all the events oF the day as Ihej occurred. ' 
He bad watched, with a beaiing heart, the departure of the troops 
under Dunwoodie , and with dlillculty had curbed his impatience 
until the obscurity of night should render his moving I^e from 
danger. Hehadnot, however, completed a fourth of his way to 
his own residence , when his quick ear distinguished the tread of 
the approaching horse. Trusting to the increaslog darkness, b« 
determined to persevere. By crouching aod moving quickly along 
Ibe smface of the ground, be hoped yet to escape unseen. Captain 
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LavloD vas too much engnwsed wilh the tongoiag conversatioq 
lo suffor hli tjts to lodulge In their asud wtDdeiing; and lh« 
pedler, perceivlDg by (he Toices that the eaemj ho most [Cared had 
passed, jfelded to hie Impatience, end stood erect, Id order lo 
make greater progresj. The moment his bodj arose abore llM 
shadow of the grouad, it vis seen and the chase commeuoed. 
For a single InstaDt, Birch was helpless , liis blood curdling la his 
veins «[ the imminence of the danger , and his legs refusing their 
DStural and necessary office. But it was only for a moment> 
Casting his pack where he stood, and InstincliTely l^leningthe 
belt he wore, the pedler betook himself to (light. He knew that 
by briaging himself in a line with his pnrsners lod the wood , bis 
fonn would be lost (o sight. This he soon cOected, and he was 
straining etery nerre (o gain the wood itself, when sereral horse- 
men rode by him but a short distance on his left, and cut him off 
from this place of refuge. The pedler threw himself on ^le ground 
as they came near him, and wis passed unseen. But delay, now, 
became too dangerous for him to remain in that position. Ue 
accordingly arose, and still keeping In the shadow of the wood, 
along the skirts of which he heard voices crying (o etch o(her to be 
watchful, he ran wilh ineredible speed in a parallel line, bnl in 
an opposite direction , to the nurch of the dragoons. 

The confusion of the chase had been beard by the whole of the 
ineu, Ihoughnouedislinctlyanderstood theorderofLawton, but 
(hose who followed. The remainder were lost in doubt as lo the 
duty that was required of them; and the aforesaid cornet was 
making eager enquiries of the trooper near him on the subject, 
whenaman, at a shortdistanee iuhisrear, crossed the road at a 
siuglelMUud. Atlhesanieinslanl, the s(cn(orian voice ol Law- 
ton rang Uirough (he valley, shouting — 

"BarvejUlrcb — (ake him, deod or alive!" 

Finy pistols lighted the scene, and the bullets whistled. In 
every direction round ilie head of the devoted pedler. i. feeling of 
despair seiied his heart , and in tlie billerneas of (hat moment ba 
etchlmed — 

"lluuiedlikeabeast of the forest." 

lie felt life and lis accompaniments lo be a burden, aud was 
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■boot to field Uouelf U> his eaeiniw. Natora, howarer, prfr- 
Tailed. If taken, there waa great leaaoD to apprehend that he 
vonld not be hooDiued wlih Ute tenm of a trial , but that most 
probablj the momlDg san vonld vliness h\a Ignomlnloas eie- 
cation; for he had slresilj been condemned 10 death, and had 
onlj escaped thai £ite bj atrstagem. These consideraUoDa, with 
the approaching foolsleps of his pursaera, rossed him to new 
eienioDB. He agaiii fled before them. A. fragment of « vail, 
that had wlthBtood the ranges made bj war in the adjoining fences 
of wood, fbrtunatelj crossed his path. He hard); had time to 
throw his eihansted limbs over ihls barrier before Iwentj of his ' 
enemies reached Its opposite side. Their horses reftised to take 
the leap In the daric , and amid ibe confusion of the rearing chap- 
gerg , and the execrations of their riders , Birch was enabled to 
gain a sight of the base of the hill , on whose sommit was a place 
of perfect seenritf . The heart of the pedler now beat blg^ with 
hope, when the Toice of Captain Lawton again rang In his ears, 
shonting to his men to moke room. The order was obejed, and 
the feariesB trooper rode at the wall at the top of his horse's speed, 
plangedthe ravels In his charger, and flew over the obstacle in 
Mfetf . The triumphant hnrrahs of file men , and the thnndering 
treed of the horse , too plainly assured the pedler of the emergency 
of his danger. Hewas nearly eihansted, and bis fste no longer 
seemed dooblfld. 

"Slop, or die!" was ntlered above his head, and In fear&il 
proilmltf to his ears. 

Harrey stole a glance orer his shoulder, and saw, wilhin a 
bonndof him, the man he most dreaded. BytheUgfatof Ibeslars 
he beheld the nplitled arm and the threatening ssbre. Fedt, ei- 
hausUon, and despair seiied his heart, and the intended victim 
fell at the feet of the dragoon. The horse of Lewlon struck the 
prostrate pecDer, and both steed and rider came violently to the 
earth. 

As quick as Uiot^t, Birch was on his ttat again, with the 
sword of the dlscomStod dragoon In his hand. Vengeance seems 
but too natural to human passions. Tbere are few who have not 
ftit the sedoctiTe pleasure of making our injuries recoil on their 
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•ndioM; udyetlbenare some whoknowhovonidi Bveeterltis 
to ntam good for erU. 

All the wrongs of Ihe pedlar shone on his bnin vlth a duxling 
brigbtoess. For a momeat the demon wilhlo him prevailed, and 
Birch brandished ifae powerful weapon in the air; intheneil, It 
KH hannleM on the reTiring but helpless trooper. Tbe pedler vft- 
Dished op the side of (he friendlj rock. 

"Help Captain Lawton, there!" cried Mason, as he rodeap, 
followed hj a'dozcQ of his men; "and some of 70a dismount wilb 
me , and aesrcb these rocks ; the villain lies here concealed." 

"Hold!" roared the discomQted Captain , raising himseltwllb 
difficult; on bis feet; "ifoneofpu dismonnt.hedies. Tom, my 
good fellow, fon will help me to straddle Boanoke again." 

Ihe astonished snballent complied in silence, while the won- 
dering dragoons remained as flied in their saddles as if Ihef com- 
posed part of the animals thef rode. 

"Yon are mnchhiui, Ifear," saldUason, wilhiomethlngof 
condolence in his manner, as tiiej r^^ntered Uie highway, and 
biting ofT the end of a segar for the want of a better ^pialit; of to< 
baeco. 

"Somelhingse, I do believe," replied tbe Captain , catching bit 
breath, and speaking with dlfflcnlt]'; "I wish our bone-setter was 
athand to eiamine into the state of my ribs." 

"Silgreaves Is left in attendance on Captain Singleton , al the 
house of Hr. Wharton," 

"Then there I bait for the nl^t, Tom. llieae nide times mnst 
abridge ceremony; besides, you may reniember the old geotlemsD 
profesaed a kinsman's regard for the eoips. I can never think of 
passing so good a ft-iend without a halt." 

"And I will lead the truop to the Foar Comers; if we all halt 
there, weaballhreedafomineintheland." 

"A. condidoD I never desire to be placed In. The idea of that 
graceful spinster's cakes is no bad solace for iweniy-fonr hours In 
the hospital." 

"OhI yon won't die it youcanthinkofealing," criedMaioa, 
irith a lau^ 
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"I alioald Bimlj die ff I could not," observed the Capttfo 
gravelr. 

"CapUluLevtoQ," stld theorderifof Mb troop, lidlngtothe 
side of hUcommuidiiig officer, "veire now paasing the house of 
thepedlerspj; Uftfourpte«B>ireihatwebDmttT" 

"Nol" roared the CapUlo , Id ■ Tofce that slnrlled the di>- 
■PpolDted seijeant; "are jou an Incendiai;! would joa buni a 
house Id cold blood? let buta spark approach, and the hand that 
carries It will oever Itghi another." 

"Zounds!" muilered the sleepfcomelin the rear, ashewas 
nodding on his horse , " there is life in the Captain notwUhstanding 
bis tumble." 

Lawton and Masou rode on in stleuee , the latter ruminaling on 
the wondeiAil change produced in his commander h; his Tall, when 
Ibej arrived opposite to the gate before the residence of Hr. Whar- 
ton. The troop continued Its inarch; but the Captain and bis 
Lieutenant dismounted, and, followed bf the serrantof the former, 
thej proceeded slovlf to the door of the cottage. 

Colonel Wellroere had already sought a retreat In his own 
room; Hr. Wharton and his son were closeted bj themsdves; 
and the ladles were administering the refreshments of the tea-table 
U> the Bui^on of the dragoans , who had seen one of his patients 
In his bed, and the other happil; enjojing the comforts of a sweet 
sleep. A few natural enquiries fVom Hiss Peyton had opened the 
soul of the doctor, who knew everjiudlvidaal of her ntenslre fa- 
mily connection in Virglula , and who even thought it possible that 
he had seen the lady herself. Hie amiable spinster smiled as she 
felt l[ to he improbable that she should ever have mei her new ac- 
qualolaDce before , and not remember his singularities. It bow- 
ever greatly relieved the embarrassment of their sitaatlon , and 
something like a discourse was maintained between them; the 
nieces were the only llsleiiets , nor could the anul be said to be 

"Aslwas observing, Miss Peyton, it was merely the noilous 
vaponra of the low lands that rendered the plantation of your 
brother an unRt residence for man ; but quadrupeds were — " 
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"Btess tne, lAal's tiiat?" said Miss Pejloo , tuning pak ■! 
the report ofthe pistols Gi«d itBIreh. 

"It louDds pradfgionsly like the coocairioii on (he atmosphere 
midebytheeiplosioDofSre-emu," Mid the surgeon, sipping his 
lea with great IndilTereiice. "IshonldimagiDelttabeihe troop of 
Captain Lawtoareloming, did I not know the Captain never uses 
the pistol, and that he dreadfiiily abuses Uie sabre." 

"Herdfol providence!" eidalmed the agitated maiden , "be 
woald not injnre one with It cartainlf ." 

"Iqjurel" repeated the other qniddj; "It ti certain death, 
madam; the most random blows Imaginable; all that I can saf to ' 
him will hare no elTect." 

"But Captain Lawlon IsiheofScer we saw this morning, and 
is anrelf your friend," said Frances, hasltly, observing her aunt 
to be serioDsly alarmed. 

"I Snd no fault with his want of friendship; the man la well 
enough if he would learn lo cot scientifically. AH trades, madam, 
ought to be allowed to live; bat what Is to become of a snigeon , If 
his patients arc dead before he sees them ! " 

Ibe doctor contlaued haranguing on the probability and Im- 
probability of lu being the returning troop , nntil a loud knock at 
(be door gave new alarm lo the ladles. Instinctively laying his band 
on a small saw, that had been hia compauloti for the whole day, in 
Ibe vain expectation of an amputation, thesni^eon, coolly assuring 
the ladies that he would stand between them and danger, pro- 
ceeded lu peraon lo answer to the summons. 

" Captain Lawionl" eiclaimedtheanigeon, as he beheld the 
trooper leaning on Ibe arm of his subaltern, and with difScuIty 
crossing the threshold. 

"Ah! my dear bone-setter, la it you? you are here very for- 
tnnalely to Inspect my carcass ; but do lay aside that rascally saw." 

A few words from Mason eiplalned the nature and manner of 
his Cqtlain's hurts, and Miss Peyton cheerfully accorded the re- 
quired aecommodationa. While Uie roiun Intended for the trooper ' 
was getting ready, and the doctor was giving certain portentous 
orders, theCaptain waslnvitedloresthimselflnihepvionr. On 
Ike Ubte was a dish of more substantial food ihao ordinarily 
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adorned Um adenioon's repast , and ll soon can^t the tttenUoD of 
ibe dragoons. Hiss Peiton, reeollectfog ibit ihej bad prabablj 
made their only meal that dtj at her own table, kindly InTited them 
to close it with another. The offer reqoired no pressing, andina 
feir mlDotes the tvo were comfortably sealed , and engaged in an 
employment that was only Interrupted by an occasional wry face 
fn)m the Captain, irhomoTed his body Id erldent pain, Ileseiit- 
terraplions, bowerer, Intertbredbntlittle with the prlndpalbnsl- 
ness Id hand; and the Captain had got happily thronghwltli this 
important daty, before the surgeon returned lo anaonnce all 
things ready for his accommodalfen , in the room above stairs. 

"Eating!" cried the astonished phy^fan; "Captain Lavton, 
doyou wish todie?" 

"t bare no parUcular ambition that way," said the trooper, 
rising, andbowinggoodnij^llolheladles, "and, therefore, hive 
been proTidlng the materials necessary to preserve lib." 

The surgeon muttered bis disss tlafactkm, white he follawed 
Uason aod the Captain &>om the apartment. 

Every honse in America had at that day lAtl was emphatically 
calleditabestraom, and this had been allotted, by the nnseen In- 
fluence of Sarah, to Colonel Weilmere. The down comlerpane, 
which a clear frosty night wenid render eilremely gntefbl over 
bmlsedllmbs, decked the BngUsboCBeer's bed. A matsf re sQver 
tankard, ridily embossed with the Wharton arms, held the be- 
verage he was to drink during the nig^t ; while besnUful vessels of 
china performed the same ofBce for the two American Captains, 
Sarah was ceitsinly nnconsdons of the silent prrferenceshe had 
been giving lo the English offlcer; and It Is equally certain, Aat bnt 
for bis hurts , bed , tonlcard , end every thing bnt the beverage, 
would have been matters of indlflerence to Captain Lawlon, half of 
whose nif^Is were spent in bis dothes , and not a lew of Aem In 
the saddle. After taking possession, however, of a small bnt 
very comfortable room , Dr. Sltgreaves proceeded to enquire Into 
the state of bis Injnriee. Be had begun to pass his hand over the 
body ofblspaUoit, when the latter cried impatiently — 

" Sllgrearea, do me the favour to lay that rascally saw aside, ot ' 
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I shall tMve reeonrse to mj Bsbre in self-defence; the sight of it 
mokes mj blood cold." 

" Ciplain LewtoD , for « mm wbo has so oTten eiposed UfB and 
limb, yon are anacconntably atMid oraTerjtisefaliDStnimeat." 

"Heaven keep me from its use," said the trooper, with a ■•- 
shrug. 

" You voold not despise the lights of science, nor refaae sur- 
pcalaid, becanse (his saw might be necessaTy." 

"Iwonld." 

"Ton would I" 

"Tes, foaneTerBballjoiDt melikeaquarter of beef, whilel 
hare life to defend myself," cried the resolate dragoon; "but 1 
growsIeepT; arc an; otmyribs broken?" 

"No." 

'* Any of m; bonesT " 

"Ko." 

"Tom, ril thank yon for that pitcher." As he ended his 
draught, he very deliberately tamed his back on his companions, 
and good-nainredly cried — "Good night. Mason; Good night, 
Galen." 

Captain Lawton entertained a profoond respect for the surreal 
abilities of Ills comrade, but he was TeryseeptiesI on ttie subject 
of administering internally for the aUlngs oF the hnmau f^ame. 
With s Ibll stomach, a stent heart, and a clear conscience, he 
often maintained that a man might bid defiance (o the worldind its 
Ticissitudes. Nature provided him vith the second, and, tossy 
die truth, he strove manfully himself, to keep up the other two 
requisites In his creed. It was a favourite maiimwilh him, that 
tfae last UiingdesUi assailed vras the eyes, and next to lbs last, the 
jaws. This be interpreted to be a clear expression o^the Intention 
of nature, that every man might regulate, by his own volition, 
whatever was to be admitted into the sanctuary of his mouth; con- 
seqnently, if the guest proved unpalatable, he had no one to blame 
but himself. Ihe surgeon, who was well acquainted with these 
TiewBof bis patieol, beheld him, as he cavalierly tnmed his back 
•nHason snd himself, with acoromiseratingcontempt, replaced 
Id their leathern repository the phiels he had exhibited, wltb a spft> 
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tiesofeara that wM allied Id Teasnlloo, gavstheMW, as be con- 
dnded, awbtiioftrinmph, and departed, without condeacendiiig 
toDotlGelhecoinpUmeiit of the trooper. Mason, linding, by the 
braathiag uf the Captain, tliat hli own good night would be dd- 
heard, hastaned to paf his reapects to Ilie ladies — after iriiich he 
moQDted, and foUowedlhe troop atihe top of his horge'a speed. 



CHAPTER X. 



itsd Bni. 

Graf. 

The possessions ofHr. Wharton eileoded to some dislanee 
OD each side ot the house in which he dwelt , and piost of his land 
was nnoccnpfed. A. few scattered dwellings were to be seen ia 
different parts of his domains , but ihej were faat fUUng to decay, 
and wete uitenaDted. The proiimit; of the country to the con- 
tending armies bad nearly banished the parsnlts of sgricnltara 
from the land. It was nseless for the hnsbandman toderotehia 
lime, and th« labour of his haods, to obtain OTerfloving famera, 
tliat the Srsl foraging party woald empty. None tilled the eartb 
with any other riew than to provide the scanty means of sobsls' 
lence , eiccpl those who were placed so near to one of the adiwae 
parties as to be safii from the inroads of the li^t troops of the 
other. To these the war offered a golden harrest, more espedallj 
to 9 Qch as enjoyed the beneiits of an access to the royal army. Mr. 
Wharton did not require the nse of bis lands for the pmpcses of 
subsistence; and be willingly adopted the guarded practiee of the 
day, limiting his attention to snch articles u were soon to be con- 
sumed witliin his own walls , or could he easily secreted from the 
prjlngeyes of the foragers. Inconsequence, the ground on irtilch 
the action was fbn^t had not! single inbabitad bnilding, besides 
the one itelaugtog to the fatber of Harrey Birch. This house stood 
belween the place where the cavalry had met, sod thai where tfao 
diar^ had bMD nude on the part; of Wellmere, 
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Tb Kat; Hapes It had beeo ■ diy ftnltltal ot 1 neldeiits. The 
prndeai housekeeper had kepi her political feelings to a state of 
rigid neutrality; her own fHends had espoased the cause of the 
counlrj, but the maiden herself never lost sight of that Imporlant 
moment, when, like females ofinoreilliislrious hopes, she might 
be required to sacrifice her Iotb of coQutrr on the altar of domestic 
barmoa]'. And jet, notwithstandlngaUhersagaeftj, there were 
moments when the good woman had grieroaa doubts into viilch 
scale she ought to throw the weight of her eloquence. Id order to 
be certalu of supporting the cause favoured by the pedler. There 
was so much thai was equivocal in his movements and manner, 
that often , when in the privae; of their housekeeping, she was 
about to utter a philippic on Washington and bis followers , dis- 
cretion sealed her month , and distrust beset her mind. In sliort, 
the whole conduct of the mpterions being she studied was of a 
character to distract the opinions of one, who look a mors enlar- 
ged rlew of men and life, thaa came within the competeDCT of his 
housekeeper. 

The battle of the Plains bad taught the cautious WashingUm 
the advant^es his enemj possessed in organisation, arms, and 
discipline. Iliese were dineullies to be mastered by his own 
vigilance and care. Drawing offhis troops to the heights, in the 
Dorlhem pari of the eonnij , he bad bidden deOance to the attacks 
of the royal army, and Sir William Howe fell bade to the enjoyment 
of bis barren conquest — a deserted city. Hever afterwards did the 
opposing armies make the trial of strength within the limits or 
Wesl-Cbester; yet hardly a day passed , that the partisans did not 
make Uieir Inroads; or a sun rise, that the Inhabitants were spared 
the relation ofeicesseswhieh the preceding darkness had served to 
ceneed. Host of the movements of the pedler were made at the 
hoiuv which others alloited to repose. The evening snn vould fre- 
quently leave him at one extremity of the coanly, and the monjing 
Ond him at the other. His pack was his never-failing companion, 
and there were those who closely studied him , in his moments ot 
tratllc, who thougbl his only purpoaewas the aceumuiation of gold. 
He wonld be oRen seen near the Highlands with a body bending 
voder Ha load; and agala near the Barlaem river, travelliDg with 
8- 
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lifter steps , wllfi his Aicb tovards the setOag sod. But Ihete 
fauces It him vere uncerlain and fleeting. Hie iDtermedlate lima 
no eye could penetrtte. Fsr moalhs he disappeared, and no traces 
othis course were ever known. 

Strong parties held the heights of Harlaem, and the northers 
end of Hanhallan Isknd was bristling with die iMjonets of the 
English aentinete, jet the pedler glided among them uunolieed 
and nDiajiired. His approaches to the AmBrican lines were also 
freqaent; bn( geneniljeo conducted as to baffle parsnit. Maaj 
a sentinel, placed in the gorges of the moantoins, spoke of u 
strange lignre that bad been seen gliding bj them in the mists of 
the evening. Ihe stories reached the ears of the ofBcers, and, 
as we have related , in two Instances the trader bad lUIen IdIo the 
hands of the Americans. Tbeflrst timehebad escaped from Law- 
Ion, short]; after Us arrest; but the second he was condemned 
to die. On the morning of liis bitended eiecation , the cage was 
opened, bat the bird had Down. This eitraordinar; escape lud 
been made from the cnsliidj of afavonrile officer of Wasbiiigliui, 
and sentinels who bad been thought worth} to goard Ihe penon of 
the commander-in-chief. Bribery and treason conld not be im- 
puted to men so well esteemed , and the opinion gained gromid 
among the common soldiery, that the pedier had deahogs with the 
AaA one. Katy, howerer, always repelled Ibis opinion with In- 
dignation; for wiUiIn the recess of berown bosom, the house- 
keeper, in ruminating on the events, concluded that the evil spirit 
did not pay in gold. Nor, continued the wary spinster in her 
d^lslioDS , does Wsslilngtan ; paper and promises were all the 
leader of the American troops could dispense to his serranls. 
After the alliance with France, when sliver became more abnndant 
in the country, although tbe scrutinising eyes of Katy never let an 
opportunity of examining into die deer-sldn purse pass un- 
improved , she was never able to delect the image of Louis In- 
tmiiing into the presenceofihe well known countenance of George 
in. In short, the secret horde of Harvey suJBclently showed la 
its contents that all its contributions had been received from ihe 
British. 

The house of Birch had been watched at diilerenl times bj Ibt 
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AinericaDs, with ■ view to uiBst, bat nerer irllh success; tbe 
reputed spy possessing a secret means of intelligeaee, that iii- 
nrialilf defeated their schemes. Once, vhcD a strong bod; of 
the eootiDenta) arm; held the Foar Comers for a irhole smniner, 
orders had been received from WashioKton himself, never to leave 
Ibe door of Harre; Birch uowstched. The command was rigidly 
obeyed, and doring this long period tbe pedlervas aoseen; tbe 
detacbmenl vas withdrawn, and tbe foUowing night Birch re- 
entered his dwetliag. The father of Harvey had been greatly 
molested , in conseqnence of Ihe suspicious character of the son. 
Bat, notwithstanding tbe most minale scrutiny into tbe conduct 
of the old man , no fact could be substantiated against bim to his 
injnry, and bis properly was too small to keep alive ^e leal of 
patriots by profession. Its confiscation and purchase would not 
have rewarded their trouble. Age and sorrow were now about to 
spare him further molestation, for the lamp of life bad been drained 
of its oil. The recent separation of Ibe father and the son bad 
been painful, but they had submitted in obedience to what both 
thought a duty. The old man had kept his dying situation a secret 
from the neighbourhood, in tbe hope that he migbt still have Ihe 
company of his child in bis last moments. Tbe confusion of the 
day, and his increasing dread that Harvey might be too late, 
helped to hasten the erent be woold fain arrest for a little while. 
As night set in, his illaess Increased to such a degree, that the 
dismayed housekeeper sent a truant boy, who bad shut np him- 
felf with tbem, during the comhat, to tbe Locnsts, in quest 
of a companion to cheer her solitude. Cssar, alone, could be 
spared, and, loaded with eatables and cordials by the kiod- 
bearled Miss Veyton , the blacli had been despatched on this duty. 
Tbedyingman was post the nse of medicines, and his chief anxiety 
Mcmed to centre in a meeting with bis child. 

The noise of the chase had been heard by Ok group In (be 
honse , but its cause was not understood ; and as both tbe black 
andKatywereapprlsedof tbe dBtachment of American horse being 
below tbem , they supposed it to proceed (htm the retnm of that . 
party. Tbey heard the dragoons, as they moved slowly by the 
building, Imt in compliance with the prudent iqjunction of the 
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bUck, (he honflekeepflr foAoK to iodolge her coriosltj. HiBold 
man had closed faU ejes, and bis attendants beliered hfm to be 
asleep. The house contained two tai^ rooms, and as maof small 
ones. One or the former served for kitchen and sitting room; in 
the odier laj the father or Birch; of the latter, one was the 
saDCtuarj of the vesta] , and tbe other contained the stock of pro- 
Wslona. A hagecfaimDej of stone rose in the centre, serving, of 
itself, for a partition between Ibe larger rooms; and iire-places 
of corresponding dimensions were in each apsrtment. A. briglit 
Dame was banting in that of the common room, and wiLhin the 
verj jams of its menslrous jaws satCtesBT andKatj, at llielime 
of which we write. The AXricon wis impressing his cauliun on the 
hoosekeeper, and commenting on the general danger of indnlging 
an idle enriosil;. 

"Best nebber templaSalan," said Cesar, rolling up his eyes 
till the whiles glistened by the glare of the Gre; "1 berrj like 
herself to lose an car for carrying a little bit of a letter; deremuch 
mischief come of curiosity. Ifdere had nebber been a man curious 
to see Africa, dere would he no colour people onl of delr own 
country: hntlwishHarvey get back." 

"It isTerydlsregardfulinhimlobeaway atsucha time," said 
Katy , imposingly. " Suppose now his father wanted to make his 
lastwillin the teslauenl,whoia there todososolemnand awfiilaD 
oclforhimT Harvey is a wasteful and avery disregardful man!" 

"Perhaps he make him afore?" 

"Itwouldnot beawoudenusnlifhe had," returned (he honse- 
keeper; "he is whole days looking into the Bible." 

"Then he read a berry good book ," said the black solemnly. 
"Utss Fanny read in him to Dinah now and den." 

"Youareright, Ctessr. Tbe Bible is the best of books, and 
one that reads it as ofteo as Harvey's father, should have the best 
reasons for so doing. That is no more than common sense." 

She rose from her seat, and stealing softly to a chest of draw- 
ers in tbe room of the sick man, she look from it a la^e Bible, 
heavily bound,, and secnred with strong clasps of brass with which 
she returned to the negro. The volume was eagerly opened , and 
they proceeded Instantly to eumine its pages, Eaty was far from 
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an eiperi leholir, aod to Casar the chanclere wen ibaoloM; 
strugen. For aome ciine the hoasekeepor was occupied in Bading 
out the vord Matthew, iaivhich she had do soooer succeeded than 
she pointed out the word, niihgrcatcomplaccnc;, to the attentive 

■■Berrf weli, DOwiookhim Ehroogh," sild the black, peep- 
log over Ihe houseiieeper's shoulder, as be held a loog, lank candle 
of jellow tallow , in such a nuDoer as to throw its feeble light on 
Uie Tolume. 

"Yes, bat I must begin with thever; beginning of the book," 
replied the other, lumiog the learesearefbllj back, until, moving 
two at once, she lighted npao a page coTcredwith writing. "Here," 
said the housekeeper, shaking with the eagerness of expectation, 
"hereare the very words theoiselvcs; now 1 would give the world 
itseir to know whom he has lell the big silrer shoe buckles to." 

"Bead 'em," saidCiesar, hcoDlcallj. 

"And Ihe black walnut drawers; forUarrej' could never want 
AimilnreoFthat qiialitj as long as he is a bachelor!" 

"Whjheuo want 'emas wellathefider?" 

"And the sii silter table spoons; Harrej always uses the 
ininl" 

"P'r'ap he saj, widout so much talking," returned theaen- 
tentious black , pointing one of his crooked and dingy Bogers at the 
open volume. 

Thus repeatedly advised, and impelled by her own curiosity, 
Eaty began to read. Anilous to come to die part which most in- 
terested herself, she dipped at once into the centre of the subject. 

"ChesterBireh, born September 1st, 1755," — read 
Ihe spinaler , with a dellberatloD that did not great honour lo her 
scholarship. 

"WeU, whathegivehiml" 

"Abigail Birch, bora July 12(h, 1757," — eontiiiued 
the housekeeper In the same tone. 

"I t'ink h« ooi^t to gib her 4 spoons." 

"lane lit, 1780. On this awful day, tbe judgmenl 
of 8 a offeaded God lighted on my house." — a heavy 
groan taai the adjoining room made Ihe spinster insllacUTely closa 
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IbeToliime, indCMU, fori moment, shook iritb fear. Neither 
pwsessed lufflcient resolution to go and eumine the condition of 
the sufferer, but his heavy breatbins coalinoed u nsaal, Eatj 
dared not, howerer, re-open the Bible, and earaftillj secnring 
its clasps , it was laid on the ubie in silence. Cssar took his chair 
ifjain, and after looking timidly round ihc room, remariied — 

"1 t'ougbt he lime war' comn '. " 

"No," said Katj solemnlj, "he irill live till the tide is oat, 
or the first cw^ crows In the morning." 

"Poonaan!" eontlnaedihe black, nestling stiU fkrtlier into 
the cblmnej corner, "Ihope belay quiet after he die." 

"Twould be no astonlsbmeot tomeif he didu't; for the; say 
an unquiet life makes an Queasy grave." 

"Johnny Birch a beiry good man in he way. All mankiild 
can't be a minister ; forifhedo, who wonldbeacoDgr^ation?" 

"Ah, Caisarl he Is good only who does good — cao you tell 
me whj bonestl; gotten gold should be hidden in the hovels of the 
earth!" 

"Grach! — I t'ink it most be to keep tixe skinner from finding 
him; Ifheknowiriierehebe, why don't he dig him up?" 

"There may be reasons notcomprebendible to you," saidKaty, 
moving her chair so that her clothes covered the charmed stone, 
ondemeath which lay the secret treasures of the pedler , unable to 
refrain thmi speaking of that which she would have been very nn- 
willing to reveal; "bat a rongb outside often holds a smooth 
inside." Casar stared around the building, unable to fathom the 
hidden meaning of Ids companlou, when bis roving eyes suddenly 
became fixed, and his teeth ehattered with affright. The change in 
ihe.countenanceofihe black was instantly perceived byKaty, and 
laming her fhce, shesaw the pedler himself, standing wilhin th* 
doorof theroom, 

"Is be alive?" asked Birch, tremulously, and seemin^y afraid 
to receive the answer. 

"Surely," said Katy, rising hastily, and oBdoosly offering 
herchairj " he must live till day, or till the tide is down." 

Disregarding all hni the fact that his htbei still lired, the 
pedlerstoie gently into the room of his dying parenl, Ibe lie that 
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bound Ibe bther and sod ma of no ordintrr kind. Id the wide 
worid ibef vera tU to eacb olber. Hid Katj bnt lud a few tinea 
brthBrin the record, sbe would hare BMn the sad tale of their iiii»< 
fortoDM, Atone blow, competeoce and kindred liad been swept 
from them, and from that da; to the preaenl bonr, pereecntion 
and dislres* had fallowed their wandering steps. Approaching thtt 
bedBide, Barvej leaned bEs bodj forward , and, in avoieenurlj 
choked by bis feelings, hewhiaperedDeartbeMTof thesick — 

"Father, do jou know me? " 

The parent slonlj opened bis eyes , and a smile of satisfaction 
passed over his paliid features, leaving behind it (be ImpreBsion 
of death, more awful by the contrast. The pedlergave a restora- 
tive he had broDgbt with him to the parcbed lips of the sick maa, 
and for a few minutes new vigour seemed Imparted to bis f^ame. 
He spoke, but slowly and with dUBcuIty. Cariosity kept Saty 
■ilent; awe had the same efteet on Cesar; and Harvey seemed 
bardlylo breathe, at he lisleoed to the language of the departing 
spirit. 

"Hyson," said the father in a hollow voice, "Godisasmer^ 
ciful as be is JDSt : IfllhrewthecapursalTatloofrommy lips when 
ayunth, he graciously offers it to me in mine age. He bas chas- 
tised to puri^, and I go to join the spirits of onr lost family. In 
a little while, my child, you will be alone. Iknowyou too well 
not to foresee you will be a pilgrim through life. The braised reed 
may endure, but it will never rise. You have that within you, 
Harvey, that will guide youarigbt; persevere, as you have begun, 
(or the duties of Ufe are never to be uegleeted — and" — Anoisein 
the adjoining room interrapied the dying man, and the impatient 
pedler hastened to leant the cause, followed by Katy and the black. 
The first glance of his eye on the figure in the doorway told tbe 
trader but too welt his errand , and the fate that probably awaited 
himself. Tbe Intrnder was a man still young in years , but his 
lineameDts bespoke a mind long agitated by evil passions. His 
dress was of the meanest materials , and so ragged and unseemly, 
as to give him the appearance of studied poverty. His hair was 
prematurely whitened, andhissiu]keD,lDveringeye, avoided the 
hold, forward look of inuocenee. There was a restlessness in hii 
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motemeaU, indin sgiUtion inhismnmer, that proceeded from 
the workings ofthe foul sp[rit within faint, and which wasnotless 
offenalTB Id others than distressing lo himself. This man was a 
well known leader of one of those gangs of maraadeis who infested 
the couDtj with a semblance of patriotism , and who were guilty uf 
every grade of offence , from simple ihed np lo mnrder. Behind 
bim stood several other figuresclad in a similar maDner.butwhose 
caimteninces expressed nothiog more than the iadifierence of 
bratal insensibility. Thej were all well armed with muskets and 
bayonets, andprovided with the nsual implements of fool soldiers. 
Barvej kaew resistance lo be rain , and qulei) j submitied to iheir 
directions. Jn the twinkling of an eye , both he and Cesar were 
singled of Iheir decent garments, and made to exchange clothes 
with two of the filthiest of the band. They were then placed in 
separate comers of the room, md, tinder the muzzles of ilie 
mnskcts, required I^tbfiilly lo answer such interrogatories as 
were put lo them. 

"Where is your pack? " was the first question to the pedler. 

"Hear me," said Birch, trembling viih agilatlon; "in the 
ncit room is my Iblher , now in the igoniea of death ; let me go lo 
bim, receive his blessing, and close his eyes , and yon shall have 
all — ay, all." 

"Answer me as I put the qneslions, or this musket shall send 
you lokeep Ihe old driveller company; where is your pack?" 

"I will tell you nolhiag, unless you let me go to my father," 
said the pedler resolutely. 

His persecutor raised his arm with a malicious sneer, and 
was about lo eiecute his threat, when one of his companions 
checked him, 

"What would yon doT" he said, "you surely forget the re- 
ward. Tell ns where are yoar goods, and you shall go to your 
father." 

Birch complied Instantly, and a man was despatched lu quest 
of the booty ! be soon returned , throwing ifae bundle on the Hoar, 
swearing it was as light as feathers. 

"Ay," cried the leader, "there must be gold somewhere for 
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what U did eonlain. Give tujoargold, Mr. Birch; «eknow7oa 
hiTsit; yoa will Dot t^ecoDtiDental, not yon.'* 

"Tou break yoiirfdth," siidHarvej. 

"Give us your gold," exclaimed the other, fuiionsly , pricking 
the pedler with hia bajonet nntil the blood Tollowed his pushes id 
streams. At [bis instant s slight movemeul was heard In the ad- 
joioing room , aod UarYey cried imploringlf — 

" Let 010 — lei me go to mj father, and jon shall have all." 

" 1 swear joD shall go then," said the skiouer. 

"Here, take the trash," criedBirch, as he threw aside the 
parse, which he had contrived to eoaceal, DOtwithstandiDg the 
change in his gannents. 

The robber raised it Trom the Door with a hellish langb. 

"Aj, but it shall be to four father Id heaveu." 

"HoDSterl have yon no feeling , no faith, nohoneslyl" 

" To hear him , one would think there was not a rope around 
his neck already," said the other, laughing. "There is no neces- 
sity for your being uneasy, Mr. Birch; if the old man gels a few 
hoors the start of you la the jonrDey, you will be snre to follow be- 



This unfeeling commDnlcallon bad no efleet on the pedler , who 
listened with gasping breath to every soand from the room of his 
parent, until he heard his own Dame spoken in the hollow, se- 
pulchral lAoes of death. Birch eonld endure DO more, butshriek- 
Ing out — 

"Father! hush — father! I come — I come:" he darted by 
his keeper, and was the next moment pinned to the vail by the 
bayonet of another of the band. Fortnnalely, his quick motion had 
Mused Mm to escape a thrust aimed at his life, and it was by his 
clothes only that he was conflDed. 

"Mo, Mr. Birch," said the skinner, "we knowyon too well 
(bra slippery rascal, to trust you out of sight — your gold, your 
gold." 

"Ton have it," said the pedler, writhing with agony. 

"Ay, we have the purse, but yoo- have more purees. Eiug 
George is a prompt paymaster, and yon have done him many ■ 



„.„ Couple 



124 

piece of good wrvlc«. WUere Is foar board? vllhoat i( , fou wtD 
iMT«r iM joDT btber." 

"BemoretlicBtoDenndeniealh the woman," cried Ifaepedler, 
eagerlj — "remove thestoDH." 

"He rareB! he raves I" asid Satj, ioslinctlvelj inov[ng her 
position to a differenl stone from the one on which she had been 
Standing. Id a moment it was torn from its bed, and nathing but 
eiutii was seeD beneath. 

"He raves! ;oa have driven bim from his right mind," con- 
tinued the trembling spiDster; "would any man in Us senses Leep 
gold UQder a hearth? " 

" Peace, babbling fool," cried Harvey. " Lift the comer stone, 
and jou will find that which will make yon rich and me a beggar," 

"And [hen you will be despisablc," said the housekeeper, 
bitterly. "A pedler without goods and without money is sure to 
be despisable." 

"There will be enoi^;h left to paj for his halter," cried the 
Ekitmer, who was not slow to follow the Instructions of Harvey, 
soon lighting upon a store of English guineas. The money was 
quickly transferred to a bag, notwiUiStanding the declarations of 
the spinster, that her duties were unsatisfied, and that, of right, 
ten of the guineas were her property. 

Delighted with ■ prize that greatly eiceeded their eipectalions, 
the band prepared to depart, intending to take the pedler with 
them, in order to give him ap to the American troops above, and 
to claim the reward offered for his apprehension. Every thing wa* 
ready, and they were about to M Birch in their arms, for here- 
Gulntely refused to move an inch, when a form appeared in their 
midst, which appalled the stoniest heart among them. The father 
bad arisen from his bed, and he tottered forth at the cries ofhis 
son. Around bis body was thrown Ite sheet of the bed , and bis 
Biedeye and haggard face gave him the appearance of a being from 
another world. Even Eaty and Cssar thought it was the spirit of 
the elder Birch , and they Ded the house , followed by the alarmed 
skinnersinabody. 

The excitement, which had given the sick man strength , aeon 
Tanlsbed, and the pedler, lifting bim In bis urns, re-xouveyed 
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him to his bed. The re-acUon of the sfstem which folloiTGd 
haiUned to close the scene. 

The {^azed eye of the father vu Gied upon the son; his lips 
moTed, bat bis Toice vts anheard. Harrej bent down, aDd, 
with the partlDg breath of his parent, receired Us dying beoe- 
dicUen. A iife orprivaUoa, and of wrongs , embitlered moat of 
the htare hours of the pedler. Bat onderiio safferiugs, ia no 
misfononea, thesubjectofpoTertjandobloqaf, the remenbrance 
of that blessing never left him; It constantl; gleamed over tho 
images of the past , shedding a hul; radiance around his saddest 
hours of despoDdencf : It cheered Uie prospect of the fbtare villi 
the prayers of a piaas spirit ; and it broo^t the sweet assurance 
of baring failhfuUj and trulr discharged tlie sacred offices of filial 

The retreat of Casar end the spinster bad been too prei^itate 
to admit of mneh calculation ; jet tbe; themselves instinctively 
separated from (be skinners. Alter fleeing a short distance they 
panted , and the maiden commenced in a solemn voice — 

"Oh, Caraar! was It not dreadAiI to walk before he had been 
laid in his grave I It most have been the money that dietoHted him t 
they say Captain KIdd walks near the spot where he bnried gold in 
the old war." 

"I neher t'ink JohDii; Birch have such a big eyel" said the 
AfHcan , bis teelb yet chattering with the fright. 

" I'm sure 'tvoold be a bothermenl to a living sool to lose so 
much money. Harvey will be notliing bnt an utterly desplsable, 
poverty-sIrlcbcQ wretch. 1 wonder who he thinks voold be even 
hit hoosekeeper!" 

"Maybe a spooke take away Harvey too," observed Casar, 
movlngstillnearertoIbesideofUie maiden. Bol a newideahad 
seiied the imagiQatlon of the spinster. She tiionght it not im- 
probable that tlw prize had been forsaken In the confusion of the 
retreat; and after deliberating and reasoning for some time with 
Cesar, they determined to venture back, and ascertain this im- 
portant foet , and , If possible , ieam what had been tlie fate of the 
pedler. Hncb time was spent \n cautiously approaching the 
dreaded spot; and at the aplnsler liad sagactonely placed herselt 
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In ibe line of the retreat of Ihe aklnneiB , ererj stone vas eumined 
la the progress ia seuchof theabaiidoiiedgold. But although the 
BDddeaness of the alum toi the crj of C»sar had Impelled the 
freebooters to so bastf a T«treat, Ihej grasped Ihe hoard with a 
hold that death itaelf would oot have loosened. Perceiving every 
ihiDg to be qnlet withia, Kat; at length mostered resolution (o 
enter the dwelliag, where she ronnd the pedler, with a heav; 
heart, performing the last sad offices for the dead. A few words 
tnCSced to eiplain to Katj the nature of her mistake ; bnt Casar 
continued to his dfiag da; to astonish the sable lomales of the 
kitchen with learned ditsertations on spoohes, and to relate 
howdirefiilwas the appearance of that of Johnnf Birch. 

The danger compelled the pedler to abridge even tbe short 
period that American cusEom leaves the deceased with us; and, 
aided by the black and Katj, his painttil task was soon ended. 
Cvsar volunteered to walk a couple of miles with orders to a car- 
penter ; and , the bod; being habited In its ordinarf attire , was 
left, with a sheet thrown decently over It, to await the retain of 
the messenger. 

The skinners had fled pieclpitaiel; to the vood , which was but 
■ short distance from the house of Birch, and once safely sheltered 
within its shades, theyhalted, and mustered their panic-stricken 

"What iattienameoffary soiled jonr coward heBTtsT" cried 
their disMtisGed leader , drawing his breath heavll j. 

"The same question might be asked yonrself," relunied one 
of the band, snilenty. 

"From your fright, I thought a party of DeLancey's men were 
uponns. Oh! yon are bnve gentlemen at a race!" 

"We follow our Captain." 

"Then follow me back, and let ts secare the scoundrel, and 
receive the reward." 

"Tes; andbytbe timewe reach the honse, that hhick rascal 
vlU have the mad Virginian upon us ; by my soul , I wonid rather 
meet tifty Cow-Boys than that sli^le man." 

"Fool," cried the enraged leader, "don't yon know Dnn- 
woodls's horse are at the Comen, (Ul two miles foomhereT" 
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" I care not where (he dngMiiuare, but I vlH swear that I saw 
Ciptaln Lawton enter ifae boose of old Wharloa, while I laj 
walching an oppurtnnitj of gelling the British Colonel's horse bom 
tfae Btible." 

"And Ifhesbonld come, won't a bullei silence a dragoon bvm 
the sonlh as well as one from old England?" 

"Xj, bat I don't choose a hornet's neat abont my ears; ralsa 
the akin of one of that corps, and yon will never see laolher peace- 
able Delhi's foraging again." 

"Well," mntlered tfae leader, as they retired deeper into the 
wood, "this sottish pedler will stay to see the old devil buried; 
and though we cannot lonch him at Ihe funeral (for that woold 
taise every old woniin and priest in Ajneriea against us), he'll 
wail to look after the moveables, and lo-moirow night shall wind 
np his coneems." 

With this threat they withdrew to one of their usual places of 
resort, nniil darkness should again give them an opportnoity of 
manading on the eommnnity withont dai^r of deteclioD. 



CHAPTER XI. 

nl ■vfal, •ratnl, vofol itjl 
Hoil lucanUbla 4ty t nnt irofDl duf, 
ThaltTKi, Mer, 1 didf«t b<b«ldl 
OdiTi Odiy! Dda;! hatifnl dayt 
Kn»i «u laan n Uick ■ day ai ibil : 
wgfBl darl waM daj! 

fihakapaaia. 

THsbinllyBttheLocnttshad slept, orwatched, through all 
tfae distnrbuices at the cottage of Birch, in perfect ignorance of 
their oecnrrence. The attaclts of the skinners were always made 
with BO mach privacy as to eidnde the sofltirers, not only from 
■occonr, but treqnently, throagh a diead of falnre depredations, 
from the commiseration of their neighboars also. Additionli 
dnlieeluddrawn the ladies Bnun their pillows at an honr somewhat 
eariier than luuti; and Captain Lawton, notwithstanding the 
suffering* of his body , bad risen in compliance with a rule from 
which he never departed , ofsleepingbntriihoDraatatime. This 
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wuone of thefcHpoiDls, Id which the ure of the hamui f^ams 
vufaTolved, oD which the trooper and the sni^eoii of Lotbc vera 
erer known to agree. The doctor had watched, daring the night 
bj the side of the bed of Captain Singleton , without once closing 
his Bjes. Ocnsionallf he would paj a visit to the wounded 
Englialinitn, who, being more hurl in the spirit than In the Hesh, 
tolerated ihe interruption with ■ verjill grace; and once, for an 
InsUnt, he Tealured to steal aottlj to the bed of his obstinate 
comrade, und was near sncceediog in obuining a tonch of his 
pulse, when a Unible oath, sworn by the irooper in a dream, 
startled the prudent surgeon , and warned him of a trite sajdng In 
the corps, "that Captain Liwtonilwaja slept wiih one eye open." 
This group had assembled in one of the parlours as the sun made 
its appearance orer the eastern bill , dispersing the colonms of fog 
whichbad enveloped the low land. 

Miss Pejtou was looking from a window In (he direction of the 
tenement of the pedler, and was expressing a kind anxietj after the 
welfare of the sick man, when Uie person of Kat; suddenly emerged 
from ihe dense covering of an earthlf clond, whose mista were 
scattering before Ihe cheering rafs of the sun, and was seen making 
hasty steps towards the Locosls. Tfaere was that in the air of Ihe 
housekeeper which bespoke distress of an unnsna] nature, and the 
kind-4iearled mistress of the Locasts opened the door of (he room 
with the benefolent Intention of soothing a grief that seemed so 
OTcrwhelming. A nearer view of the disturbed features of the visi- 
tor conBrmed Miss Peyton in her belief; and with the shock (bat 
gentle feelings ever experience at a sndden and endless separation 
from even the meanest of their assoeiatea , she said hastily — 

"Katy, is begone?" 

"No, ma'am," replied the disturbed damsel with great bitter- 
ness, " he Is not yet gone , hnl be may go as soon as he pleasea 
now, for the worst is done. Ido verily believe. Hiss Peyton, they 
haven't so much as left him money enough to buy him another enil 
ofclothes to cover bis nakedness, and those he has on are none of 
the best, I can tell yon." 

"How!" eidalmed the other, astonished, "could any one 
have the heart t» plunder a man in aach distress? " 
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"Hmrtal" reputed Eat;, eatehlng htr breath; "men like 
tbemhavenobowelsalall. Plunder and distress, indeed! Wlij, 
ma'am , there vere Id the iron pot, in plain siglil, fif^-four gaineas 
ofeoid, besides wliat iay aodemeath , vhich 1 couldo't count 
villioutbandliDg; and Ididn'tlike to touch it, fortbejsaf, that 
insight, there wasn't less than two hundred goiaeas, besidei 
what might have been in the deer-skin parse. Bnt Harvej is iittle 
better now than a beggar, and a beggar, Miss Jeanette, is the 
mostawfnllj despisable of ail eartbly creatures." 

J' pQverlyis to be pitied, and n it ''»;[iiT""<," said the Udj.BtiU 
Dnatite locontpreheud the eitent of the misfortune that had befallen 
her neighbour during the night. "But how is the old man: and 
does this loss affect Urn muchl" 

The countenance of Katj changed , from the nalnral expres- 
sion of concern to the set fbrm of melancholy, as she an- 
BWered — 

"He is hsppilf remoTed Trom the cares of the vodd; the chink- 
ing of the mone; made him get out ofhis bed, and the poor soul 
found the shock too great for hfm. He died about two hours and 
lea minnles before the cock crowed, as near as we cansaj;" — 
she was tnterrnpted b; the physician, who, approaching, en- 
qnired, with much interest, the nature of the disorder. Glandng 
hereje overthe figure of this new acquaintance, Eaty, InsIiDCtiTely 
adjusting her dress, replied — 

"T was the troubles of the times, and die loss of properly, 
that brought him down; he wasted fi'om day to day, and all my 
eare and anxiety were lost; for now Harvey Is no better than a 
begpr, and wbois there to pay me for what 1 have done?" 

" God will reward you for all the good you have done ," said 
UsB Peyton, mildly. 

"Tes," interrupted the spfnaler hastily, and with an air of 
rererance that was Instantly succeeded by an eipresslon thai de- 
noted more of worldly eare; "bnt then 1 have left my wages for 
three years post In the hands of Harrey, and how am 1 to get ihemT 
My brothers told me, again and agdn, to ask for my money, 
bnt I always thought accounts between reliUoos were easily 
Betded." 

na«nr. a 
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"■WereronreUud, then, toMreht" asked Miss Pejlon, ob- 
SBr^B$ lier to paase. 

"WIi;," nlnmed the housekeeper, hesitating a Utile, "I 
thought we vere as good IS BO. I wonder If I have do claim on the 
house and garden, Ihongh the; saj now It Is Harvey's ft wDliarelj 
beconflsUuted;" turning to Law ton, who had been sitting In one 
posture , with bis piercing eyes lowering at her throngh his Uiick 
browa, in silence, "perhaps Ibis gentleman knows — he seems 
to take an interest in m j storj ." 

"Hadam," said the trooper, bowing rerj low, "both yon 
■nd the tale are eitremel; interesting" — Katj smiled inToliintarilf 
— "bniuiy humble knowledge Is limited to the selling of a squadron 
In the field , and using it when Uiere. I beg leave to refer jon to 
Dr. Archibald SitgreaTes; a gentleman of nniversal attainmeDis, 
and nnboimded philanthropy, the rerj milk of human sympathies, 
and a mortal foe to all indiscriminate cutting!" 

The surgeon drew np , and employed himself In irtiistling a low 
afr as he looked oversome phials onatahie; but the housekeeper, 
turning to him with an inclination ofher head , conllnaed — 

"IsnpposB, Sir, a woman has no dower in her husband's pro- 
perty, unless Ihej be actnally married T" 

It was a maxim with Dr. SitgreaTes, tbat no species of know- 
ledge was to be despised, aadconseqnentlyhe was ■□ empiric In 
every Ihfng but bis profession. At first. Indignation at the irony 
of his comradekept him silent; hut suddenly changinghis pnqiose, 
he answered the appiieaut with a good-natured smile — 

"1 judge not. If death has anticipated yonr nuptials, I am 
fearful yon have no remedy against his stem decrees." 

To Katy this sounded well, although she understood nothing of 
itsmeanlng, but "death," and "nuptials." To thispaitofhis 
speech, then, she directed her reply, 

" I did think he only wailed the dejth of the old gentleman be- 
fore he married," said the housekeeper, looking on the carpel; 
" but now he is nothing more than desplsable , or what's the same 
thing, apedlerwilfaonthonse, pack, ormwey. Itmij^behard 
for a man to get a wife at all In such a predleuy — don't yon think 
BwooM. Miss Peyton?" 
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" I Bddom tronble myself with such tblngg ," stJd the bdj 
gTtrelj. 

Darfn^F this dialogue Ciptaln LawtoD bad been Btadylag tkfl 
coantenance and manuerof Ihe housekeeper, with a most Itidicrous 
gniTit;; and fearful the conTersatioa woDld eeaae, he enqnired 
with an appearance of great interest — 

" Tou think it was age and debiUtj that remored the old geDlle- 
man at lastt " 

"And the troublesome times. Trouble is a hear; puD down to 
a sick bed ; hut I suppose his time had come , and when that hap- 
pens, it matters but Ultle what doctor's stuff we lake." 

"Let me set jou right In that particular," jpierrapted the 
sargeon; "we must all die. It is true, bot it is permitted ds to 
ose the lights of science, in arresiitig dangers as they occur, 
nntn — " 

"■We can die secundnm artem ," cried the Iruoper. 

To lliis obaeiration the phjsldan did uol deign to npljr; hat 
deeming it necessary to his professional dignity, that the coaversa- 
tlOQ ihould eontinue , he added — 

"Peihaps, ta this instauee, Judicious treatment might biTe 
prolonged the life of (be patient; whoadminlstered to thecaseT" 

"Kooneyet," said the housekeeper, with qulcloiess: "lei- 
peet h« has made his last wlU iu the leslameot." 

TlMsargeoadisregarded thetmlleof the ladies, and pursued 
Us enqnltlea. 

"It is doubtless wise to be prepared for death. But under 
whose care was tiie siek man during his ludiaposltionT" 

" Under mine ," answered Eaty, wlthanairof a little impor-. 
lance; "and care thrown away I may well call it; for Harrey is 
quite too despisable to be atiy sort of compeusation at present." 

The mutual Ignorance of each other's raeaniug made Tery Utile 
Interruption to the dialogue, for both took a good deal for granted, 
and SltgreaTts pursued the subject. 

" And how did JOU treat him ? " 

"Kindly, yonmajbe certaio," saidKaty, rather tartly. 

"The doctor means medically, madam," observed CaplAln 
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Lsnion , with i face thai wonld have hoDoared the funeral or iha 
deceased. 

"I doctor'd hlffl mosUj with yarhs," aaid the honaelieeper, 
imlliDgasifconsciousoren'or. 

"With simple*," returoed the Bargeon; "thej are safer Id 
■he bands of the anieUered , than more powertiil remedies ; bat 
whj bad yon do reguiar aiteDdant? " 

"I'm sure Harvey has suffered enough already fh>m having so 
much eoDcema with the rig'lars," replied the housekeeper; "be 
has lost his ail, and made himself a vagabond Ibroi^Ji the land: 
and I have reason to rue the day I ever crossed the threshold of bis 

" Dr. Silgreaves does not meaa a riglir soldier, bnt a regniar 
physician, madam," said the trooper. 

"Ohl" cried ibe maiden , again correcting herself, "for the 
best of all reasons ; there was none to be had, so I took care of bim 
rayself. If there had been a doctor at hand, lam eurewewoold 
gladly have had him ; for my part, I am clear for doctoring, thoogh 
Harvey says I am kilting myself with medicines; bnt I am sure it 
will make but little difference to him, whether I live or die." 

" Therein yoD show yonr sense," said the surgeon, approach- 
ing (he spinster, who sat holding the palms of her bands and Uke 
soles of her feet to the genial heat of a fine fire, making the most 
of comfort amid all her ironbiee; "yon appear to be a sensible, 
discreet woman, and some who have had opportunities of acqtii- 
riog more correct views might envy yon yonr respect for knowledge 
and the ilghta of Bclenee." 

Although the housekeeper did not altogether comprehend the 
other's meaning, she knew he nscd a compliment, and as snch 
Was highly pleased with what he said : with Increased animalion, 
therefore, she cried, "II was always said of me, that I wanted 
nothing bnt opportunity to make quite a physician myself; so long 
as before I came to live with Harvey'B father, thej called me the 
petUcoal doctor." 

"More tme than dvll, I dare say," returned the sni^eon, 
Joslng sight of Ibe woman's character in his admintlon of her 
tespect for the healing art. "In the absence of more enlightened 
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eoaDsenora , (lie eqterlence of a discreet matron b treqiMnlly of 
great efficacy fncheckiogthe progress of disease; nndersuchcir' 
cumsUDces , madam , it is dteadtol lo haTe to eoDlend will) igno- 
rance and oImUdic j." 

"Badenougii, asIwellkDowfromeiperieDce," cried Kaly, io 
trinmpli: "Barrej is as obalinale about such things as a dumb 
beast; ODe would tblnli tlie care I took of bis bed-ridden fatber 
mi^t learn him better tbao to despiso good Dursing. But some day 
he maj kaow what it is to waut a careful woman in his house, 
tiiough now 1 am snre he is too despisable himself lo have a 
house." 

"Indeed, lean easilj comprehend the mortiGcatioD you must 
hare felt in harlng one so self-villed to deal with," returned the 
snrgeon, glancing bis eyes reproaehhilly at his comrade; "but 
yon sbonld rise snperior to such opinions , and pity the ignorance 
by which tliey are CDgeodered." 

The hoosekeepeT hesitated a moment, at a loss to comprehend 
all that the surgeon expressed, yet she fell It was both complimeo- 
tary and kind; tberefore, suppressing her uitural flow oflanguage 
a little, she replied — 

"I tetl Harvey his conduct is often condemnable, and last night 
he made my words good ; but the opinions of such nobelievers is 
not very conseqaentlal ; yet it is dreadful to think how he behaves 
atlimes: now, whenhethrewawaytheneedie — " 

"WbatI" said the surgeon, inlermpting her, "does he af- 
fect to despise the needle? Bui it Is my lot to meet with men, 
daily, who are eqnally perver8e,.and who show a still more culpable 
disrespect for the information tbat flows (turn Iheii^ts of science." 

The doctor turned bis face towards Captain LawtonwhUe speak- 
ing , but the elevation of the bead prevented his eyes from resting 
on the grave countenance maintained by the trooper. Katy listened 
with admiring attention, and when the other bad done, sha 
added — 

"TherfHartey Is a disbelleTertn the tidei." 

"Kot beilsTe in the tides!" repeated the healer of bodies in 
aslonishmeDi; "does the man distmst his sensesT bntperfaapsit 
is the intlnence irf the moon that be doubts." 
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"That be does!" eielaimcd Kalj, shaking with deliglil at 
meeting with a mao of leaiDiog, who could support lier hvoarite 
opinions. "If jon vasiohearhim talk, joa voijd think he didu'l 
believe there was snch a thing as a moon at all." 

"It is the misFortttne of Igaorsoee and incredallt;, madam, 
that they feed Ihemselies. The mind once rejecting useful in Fop- 
malioD Insenslblf leans to superstition and conclusions on the 
order of nature, ihiit are not less prejudicial to the cause of trntb, 
than the; are at variance with the first principles of human knov- 

The spinster was too much ave-slmck to venture an nodigested 
reply lo this speech; and the surgeon, after pausing a momnil in 
a kind of philosophical disdain , continued — 

"That any man in his senses can doubt of the flax of the tides 
ismoie than I Gonid have thought possible; yet obstinacj is a dan- 
gerous inmate to harbour, and may lead us into any error, how- 
ever gross." 

"Tou think then thef have an effect on the Qui," said the 
honsekeeper, enquiringly. >— --• 

Miss Peyton cose, and beckoned her nieces to give her their 
iBsUtance in the adjoining pantry, while for a moment tbe dark 
visage of the attentive Lawton was lighted by an animation that 
vanished by an effort, as powerful, and as sudden, as the one that 
drew it into being. 

AAer reDecting whether he rightly understood tbe meaning of 
the other , the surgeon making due allowance tor the love of leam- 
tng, acting uponawaniofeducalion, replied — 

"Themoon, you mean; many philosophers have donbtedhow 
far it affects the tides; but I think it is wilfoUy rejecting tbe lights 
of science not to believe It causes both the ilui and reflni." 

As TsQux was a disorder wltb which Katy was not acquainted, 
she thought it pradent lo be silent; yet burning with curiosity to 
know the meaning of certain portentous lights to which the olbcr 
so often allnded, she ventured to ask — 

"If them lights he spoke of, were vrtiat was called northern 
lights in these parts? " 

In diarity to her ignorance, the surgeon wonld have entered 
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IdIo an eltbotaU eipUnalloii of Us meudng , bid he not been in- 
lemipled by the ndidi of Lawtoo, like trooper hid listened so 
far with great eomposnre; but nov he laughed nnlil his aching 
bones reminded Um of his Gdl, and the tears roUed aver his 
cheeks Id larger drops than had ever been seen there before. Jki 
length the offended phjsidan seized an opportonity of a panse to 
say — 

"To you. Captain Lswton, it may be a sonrea of tiitunph, 
that an uneducated woman abonld make a mistake in a subject, oa 
which men of science have loi^ been at Tariaoce ; bnt yet you Gnd 
this respectable matron does not r^ect the lights — does not rqect 
the use of proper [nstrumenls In repairing injuries sustained by 
the human frame. Tou may possibly remember, Bir, herallasion 
to the use of the needle." 

"Ay," cried the delighted trooper, "to mend the pedler's 



Eaty drew np in evident displeasure , and prompt to vindicate 
ber character for more lofty acquiremenls, she said — 

"Twas not a common use that I put thai needle to — bnlone 
of much greater virtue." 

"Explain yourself, madam," said the Burgeon impalienlly, 
"that this gentleman may gee how little reason he bos for ei^ 
oltation." 

Thus solicited , Eaty paused to collect suffldent eloquence ta 
garnish her narrative. IliesubslanceofhertalBWBS, thata chad 
who had been placed by the gnardlaus of the poor in the keepiog 
of Harvey, had. In the absence of its master, injured itself badly 
In the foot by a lai^ needle. The offending Instrument had been 
care^illy greased, wrapped In woollen, and placed In a certain 
charmed nook of the chimney; while the faot, from a fear of 
weakening the incantation, was left in a state of nature. The 
aiHval of the pedler had altered the whole of this admirable treat- 
ment; and \ht consequences were expressed by Eaty, as she 
eonelnded her narrative , by saying — 

" Twas no wonder the boy died of a lock-jaw ! " 

Dr. Sllgreaves looked out of the window in admiration of the 
brilliant morning, slrivlt^g all he could to avoid the basilisk eyes of 
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his comrade. He was impelled, b; ■ feeling Uiat be could not 
coDqner, hoverer, to look CapMio Liwton In the face. The trooper 
bad arranged every mascle of bis counlenaoce to express sympathy 
for the fale of the poor child ; but the eiullatlon of his eyes cnt the 
aslouDded man of science to the quick; he muttered something 
concerning the condilion of his palieats , and retreated with pre- 

Miss Peyton entered into (he situatloD of things at the house of 
Ihepedler, with all the ioterestofber excellent feelings; shelisten- 
edpaliently while Saly recounted, more particularly, the circum- 
stances oflhe past night as they had occurred. The spin sler did not 
forget to dwell on the magnitude of (he pecnnlary loss sustained hy 
Harvey, and in no manner spared her iuTectlves, at his betrayiog 
■ secret which might bo easily have been kept. 

"For, Uiss Peyton," continued the housekeeper, after a 
pansetotakebreath, "I would liare given up life before f would' 
have given up tlial secret. At the most , they could only have killed 
him, and now a body may Siy that they have slain both soul and 
body; or, wlut'a the same thing, they have made blm a desplsable 
vagabond. I wonder who he (hinks would be his wife, or who 
would keep his house. For my part, my good name Is too pre- 
cious to be livingwithaloue man; though, for the matter of (hat, 
be Is never there. I am resolved to tell tilm this day, (hal B(ay 
tliere, a single woman , I will notanhonr, after the ftineral ; and 
marry him I don't think I will, unless he becomes steadier, and 
more af a homebody." 

The mild mistress of (he Locusts suilbred (he exnberance of the 
housekeeper's feeling to eipend Itself, and then, by one or two 
judicious questions, that denoted a more intimate knowledge of 
the windings of the human heart in matters of Cupid, than might 
fairly be supposed to belong to a spioster, she extracted enough 
from Eaty, to discover the improbability of Harvey's ever pre- 
suming (0 oOer himself, with his broken fortimes, to the ao< 
ceptance of Katharine Haynes. She therefore mentioned ber own 
want of assistance tn the present state of ber household , and ei- 
pnssed a wish that Eaty would change her residence to the Lft- 
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nuts, incase the pedler bad no farther sse for ber services. AfLer 
a lev preliminary candJIioDS od Ihe part oflhewaij housekeeper, 
the arrangement was concluded; and making a few more piteous 
lamentations on the weight of her own losses, the stapidit| of 
Harvey, nniled with some curiosity to know the Tulure fate of the 
pedler, Katj* withdrew to make the necessary preparations for the 
approaching funeral , which was to take place that da;. 

During the lDl«rview between the two females, Lawtoo. 
through delicaej, had withdrawn. Aniiet; took him to the room 
of Captain Singleton. The cliaraclerofthis youth, it has already 
been shown , endeared him in a peculiar manner to every olGcer in 
the corps. The singularly mild deportment of the young dragoon 
had, on BO many occasions, been proved not to proceed from 
want of resoln^on , that his almost feminine softness of manner 
' and appearance had failed to bring him into disrepute , even in 
._ that band of partisan warriors. 

To the Khjor he was as dear as a brother, and bis easy sub- 
mission to the directions of bis surgeon had made bim a marked 
favourite with Dr. Sitgreaves. The rough usage the corps often 
received in its daring attacks had brought each of its officers , in 
snccession , nnder ^e temporary keeping of the surgeon. To 
Captain Singleton the man of science had decreed the palm of do- 
cility on such occasions, and Captain Lawton he had fairly black- 
balled. He frequently declared, with unconquerable simplicl^ 
and earnestness of manner, that it gave bim more pleasure to see 
the former brenght in wounded than any officer in the squadron, 
and that the latter afforded him the least; a compliment and con- 
demnation that were usually received by the Srst of the parties 
witbaqnlet smUe ofgood-oature, and by the last with a grave bow 
of thanks. On the present occasion, the mortified surgeon and 
einlting trooper met in the room of Captain Singleton, as a place 
where they could act on common ground. Some lime was occupied 
in joint attentions to the comfort of the wounded officer, and the 
doctor redred to an apartment prepared for Us own accommo- 
dation; here, within a few minutes, he was surprised by the 
entraneo of Lawton, The triumph of the trooper bad been so 
complete, titat he felt he could aCTord to be generous, and com- 
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roencing b; volanlaiilj Ihrowing ulde bis uai, he cried c«re> 

"Sltgraaves, admiiiister a liuie of the aid of the lights of 
■dencetomy bod;, ifyou please." 

The surgeon vas beginning to feel this was a subject that was 
Inlolerahle , bnt vealnring a glance towards hie comrade , he sair 
with snrprise the preparations he had made, and an air of sinceritf 
about hiia , that was unusual to Us manner when making such a 
request. Changing bis Intended burst of resentment to a lone of 
civil enquiry, he said — 

"Does Captain Lavlon want anjthiug at my hands}" 

"Look for yourself, my dear Sir," said (he trooper mildly; 
"here seem to be most of the colours of the rainbow, on this 
shoulder." 

"Yon have reason for saying so," said the olhei, handling 
the part with great tenderness and consummate skill ; "but happily 
nothing broken. It Is wonderfiil how welt you escaped ! " 

"I hare been a tumbler from my youth, and I am past mind- 
lag a few falls from a horse; bnt, SltgreBves ," he added with 
affecUon, and pointing toascaroDbisbody, " do you remember 
thlsbitofworii?" 

"Perfectly well. Jack; it was bravely obtained, and neatly 
eitracted ; but don't you think I bad belter apply an oil t« these 
bruises? " 

"Certainly," saidLawton, with nneipected condescension. 

"Now, my dear boy," cried the doctor, einlUngly, as he 
busied himself In applying the remedy to the hnrts , " do you 
not think It would have been better to have done all this last 
nlghtt" 

"Quite probable." 

"Tes, Jack, but If yon had let me perform the operalJoD of 
phlebotomy when I Brst saw you. It would have been of iufiolte 
service." 

"No phlebotomy," saidtheolher, poslllvely. 

"It is now loo late; bnt a dose of oil would carry off the hu- 
mours famously." 

To Ibb the Captain made no reply, butgrated his teeth, In a 
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way that showed (he fortress of his montb was not lo he assailed 
wiihoDi a resolute resistance; and the experienced physician 
changed the snbjeet by saying — 

"It la a pity, John, that you did not catch the rascal, after 
Ihe danger and tronble yon incurred." 

The CapUin of dragoons made no reply; and, while placlQg 
some bandages on the wounded shonlder, Ihe sui^eon coD- 

"IflhBTe any wish at ail'to destroy human lilb, it is to have 
thepleasnreofseetng that traitor hanged." 

■'I thonght your business was to core and not tosia;," said 
the trooper, dryly. 

"Ayl hut he has caused us snch heavy losses by his Infor- 
mation, lliat I somellmes feel a Tery UDphilosophlcal temper 
towards that spy." 

" Ton should not encourage snch Idlings of animosity to any 
of your fellow creatures," returned Lawlon, in a tone that caused 
the operator lo drop a pin he was arranging in the bandages from 
bis hand. He looked the patient in the face to remove all doubts 
of his identity , and finding, however, it was his old comrade. 
Captain John Lawlon , who had spoken, be rallied his astonished 
bctdlies, and proceeded bysaying — 

"Tour doctrine ia just, and Id general I subscribe to it. But, 
John, my dearfellow, Isthabaudageeaay?" 

" Qolte." 

" I agree with you as a whole ; bat as matter is infinitely divi- 
^le , so DO case exists withont an exception, Lawton , do yon 
feel easy?" 

" Very." 

"It is not onlycmel to the Bufferer, hut sometimes unjust to 
others, to take haman life where a less punishment irould ansvrar 
Ihe purpose. Now, Jack, If yon were only — move your arm a 
little— If yon were only— I hope you feel easier, my dear WendT" 

"If, my dear John, you wonld teach your men to cut with 
more discretion , it would answer yua the same pnijuse — and 
l^ve me great pleasnre." 
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The doctor drew a Venj sigh, w he vas enabled lo get rid 
of what was nearest to bis heart; and the dragoon coolljr replaced 
his coat , SI jing witli great deliberation as he retired — 

**I know no troop that cat more judiciously; they geiierall; 
. shave from the crowo to the jaw." 

The disappointed operator collided his lostrumenis , and with 
a beat; heart proceeded to pay a visit to the room ^ Colonel 
Welimere. 



CHAPTER XII. 



At inBoiBi-iTiiDliDC* ilgh, uphold ■ ipirit, 
Which, loni'il. «a lower to tha height of bcBYcn, 
And light [hoic •hinioK vindoM ■ of the fica 
With nmch at beiToii'* ami ndiance. 

ZlHO. 

The number and chancier of her guests had greatlj added to 
the cares of Miss Jeenetle Pejloo. The morning found them all 
restored, in some measure, to tbeir former ease of body, with the 
exception of the jouthful Captain of dragoons , who had been so 
deeply regretted by Dunwoodie. The wound of this officer was se< 
vere , though the sui^eon persevered in saying (hat it was without 
danger. His comrade, we have shown, had deserted his coach; 
aud Henry Wharton awoke from a sleep that had been DDdistnrbed 
by anything but a dream of suffering amputation nnder (he hands 
of a surgical novice. Asitproved, however, lobe nothing but a 
dream, the youth found himself much ref^sbed by his slumbers; 
andDr.Sitgreaves removed all nirtherapprchensionB by confidenUf 
pronouncing (hat he would be a well man within a fortnight. 

During all this lime Colonel Welimere did not make his ap- 
pearance; he breakfasted in his own room, and, notwithstanding 
certain significant smiles of the man of science , declared himself 
(00 much injured to rise (^m his bed. Leaving him , therefore, 
endeavouring to conceal hb chagrin in the solitude of his chamber, 
the surgeon proceeded lo the more gratettil I«sk of sitting an hont 
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hy lh« l»il«l.l«i nf fiwirjy Slngl^lnn. k al^tght llmh ™ nn Ihi. faf« 

aTlbepnUml as uVSuclor eDterod Uie room; and the Utter ad- '' 
TaDCedpromptlj, and laid his fingen on ibe pulse of Uie jouifa, 
bcckoniDBtoliiin tobesllent, wbile he mattered (o blmseir — 

. "Growing Bjmptoins of ■ febriie poise — no, no, mj dear 
George, you must remain qntel and damb; thoa^ jonr eyes look 
better , aod jour skin has even a moisture." 

"Naj, mj dear Sltgrea?«s ," said the youth , tafaing his band, 
"joDsee there Is no feierabont me: look, is there toy of Jack 
Lawton'a hoar-Jrost on my toDgne?" 

"No, hideed," said Ihe suigeon, clapping a spoon in the 
month of the other, forcing it open , and looking down his throat 
as if dispoted tn visit the interior in person ; " the tongue Is well, 
"and the pnisc begins to lower again. Ah! the bleeding did ;on 
goodt Pblebotomj is a sovereign speciSc for soniliera eonstitn- 
tione. Bat that mad-cap Lawlon obstlnalelj r^sed to be blooded 
forabllbebadfhnnhlehorse, last night. Why, George, jonr 
case Is becoming ringnlar," CAUtinned the doctor, instlnetirel; 
throwing aside Us wig; "jem pulse cthi and soft, your skin 
moist, bat your eye fiery, and cheek OnshEd. Ohl Imnstciamine 
more closely into these aymploms." 

"Softly, my good friend, loFily," saidibeyoalh, falling back 
on bis pillow , and losing some of tbat colonr which alarmed bis 
companion; "I believe in extracting the ball you did for me all 
that is required, lam free ftvm pain, andonlyweak, Idoassare 

" Captain Siagleton," said the snrgeon, with heat, "itiapre- 
Bnmptnons bl yon to pretend to tell yoor medical attendant when 
yon are free from pain; Ifitbe not to enable ns to dedde In snch 
matters, ofwhalaTalltbeUghtsorscience? Forshame, George, 
forihame; eren that perverse fellow, lohnLawlon, eouldnotl)^ 
have with more obstinacy." 

His patient smiled , as he gently repalsed his physician in an 
attempt to imdo the bandages, and, with a retoming glow to bis 
cbeeki, enqnired — 

"Do, Archibald," a term of endearment that seldom fUIed to 
■oflen the operator's bean, "tell me what spirit from heaven has 
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been gfldfng ground mj apaitmeni, vhile I bj pretending to 

"If any one intetferea irlth my patients," erfed the doctor, 
bastJlj, " I irill teach them, spirltornospirlt,irtiat it b to meddle 
vlth BDother man'i cancerns." 

"Tat — m J dear fellow, therewss no interference mode, nor 
anj intended; see," eihlblting the bandages, "ererj thing Is 
as joo left it, — but it glided about the room vlth the grace of 
a fairj, andlhe tenderness ofan angel." 

The Burgeon, having satisBed himself that ererj thing was as 
be had left it, very deliberately resumed his seat and replaced his 
wig, as he enquired, with a brerltj that would have honoured 
Llentenant Uison — 

"Bad it petticoats, GeorgeT" 

"I saw nothing bnt its heaienlj eyes — Its bloom — lie 
majestic step — its grace," replied the joui^ man, with rather 
more ardour thto Ids surgeon thought consistent with his debi- 
litated condition , and he laid Ills band on his month, to stop him, 
sajlug himself— 

"It must hare been Hiss Jeanette Peytnn — a lady of fine 
accomplishments, with ~ hem — with something of the kind 
of step yon apeak of — ■ very complacent eye; and as to Ibe 
bloom , I dare say offices of charity can snnunon as fine a colour 
to her cheeks , as glows In Ibe taees of her more yoathfbl nieces." 

"NlecesI has she nieces, thenT the angel I saw may be a 
daughter, a sister, or a niece, but never an aunt." 

"Hash, Geoi^, hush, your talking has brongbt our pulse 
up again; yon must obserre quiet, and prepare for a meeting 
with your own sister, who wlU be here within an hour." 

"What, Isabella! andwhostntforber?'.' 

"The Major." 

"Considerate Danwoodle!" murmured (he sihausted youth, 
sinking again onhlsplDow; where the commands of hisatlendBDt 
compelled him to remain silent. 

Even Captain Lawton had been received with many and 
eourteooB enquiries after the state of his health , from all the 
members of the family, when he made his morning entrance; 
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but an Invisible spirit presided over ibe comtbtts of Hie English 
ColoneL Sanh bad sbmnk witb consdonsnew from entMlog 
(be room, jet sbe knew the position of eTeij glass, and had, 
wllb her oim hands, snpplled the eontenis of everj bowl, tbat 
stood on his table. 

Attbe timeof onrtale, ve were a divided people, and Sarah 
Ibooght it WIS no more than her dul; to cherish the Instilotions 
cf that cooDtrj to which sbe fet clung as the land of ber fore- 
fathers; bnt there were other, and more cogent, reasons for the 
silent preference she was giving to the Englishman. His image 
had first filled the void in ber jrouthfbl Tbdcj, and It was an 
im^e tbat was dislingnlshed by man; of those attractions that 
can enchain a female heart. It is Inie, be wanted the personal 
exeellence of Peyton Danwoodie, but his preteDsions were far 
from contemptible. Sarah had moved about the bonse during 
the morning, casting freqnenl and longing glances at the door 
otWellmere's apartment, anilons to learn the condition of bis 
wonnds, and yet ashamed to enqnire; conscions Interest kept 
hertongue tied, until ber sister, with the frankness of innocence, 
had put the desired qnestion to Dr. Sltgreaves. 

"Colonel Wellmere," said the operator, gravely, "Is In 
what I call a state of free-will, madam. Helslll, orhelswelt, 
as be please; bis case, jonnglady, exceeds my art to beal; and 
I lake it Sir Henry Qinion is the best adviser he can apply to; 
thon^ Major Dunwoodie has made the communication with his 
leech rather difficult." 

Frances smiled, but averted her face, while Sarah moved wiiA 
the grace of an offended Juno , from ibe apartment. Her own 
room, however, afforded her bnt Utile relief, and In passing 
Unougb the long gallery that communiealed with each of the 
diambers of the hnildbig, she noticed the door of Singleton's 
room to he open. The wounded yootb seemed sleeping, and 
was alone. Sbe had ventured ligbUy Into the apartment, and 
bnsled herself forafev minutes in arranging the tables, and the 
noarishment provided for the patient, hardly coosclous of what 
sbe was doing, and possibly dreaming tbat tiiese little feminine 
offlCM were perfbrmed br another. Her natural bloom was' 
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her eje In anj degree diminished. Hie sonnd of Ibe appnucblDg 
foalslep of Sltgreavee hastened her relreat down s priTate sUir' 
waj , lo Ihe side of her sister. The sislers then soaght the Atsb 
■ir on the piazu; and as thej pursocd their walli, arm io arm, 
the folioving dialogue had place; — 

"There is Bomelliing disagreeable aboat this snrgeoa of 
Dnnvuodie," said Sarab, "that causes me to visb him avraf 
most heartilf." 

Frances fixed ber lauf^ng e;es on ber sister j but forbearing 
to speab , the otber teadllj coostraed their eipression , and haslilj 
added, "bnt I forget be is one of joai renovned corps of Tir- 
gioians, and niost be spoken of reverenllf." 

"As respecttiUl]' as ;ou please, mj dear sister; there is but 
little danger of exceeding the tratb." 

"Not in jour opinion," said the elder, with a little vaimth; 
"bnt I tiiinli Ur. Dunvoodie bas taken a libertf thai eiceeda 
the rights of consangoinit}; be has made our Cither's house a 
hospital." 

"Weonght to be grateful ibat none of the patients it contaios 
are dearer to us." 

"Tour brother Is one." 

"True, true," intemptedFrauees, blastiingto tbeejes; "bai 
be leaves his room, and thinks bis wonDdlighiljpnrchased by tbe 
pleasure of being with bis friends. If," she added , with a tremu- 
lous lip, "Uiis dreadful suspicion that is afEied to bis visit were 
removed , I conid consider his wound of little moment." 

"You now have therroiisor rebellion brought borne to jou; a 
brother wounded and a prisoner, and perhaps a victim ; jour father 
distressed , his privacy interrupted, and not Improbably bis estates 
torn from him, on acconnt of bis loyalty to his king." 

Frances continued her walk in silence. While being the 
Dorthera entrance to the vale, ber eyes were noiformly fastened 
on the point where the road was suddenly lost by tbe intervention 
of a hill ; and at each tnm, as she lost sight of the spot, she lingered 
nnlll an impatient morement of ber sister quickened ber pace to an 
ctfn motion vith that of her own. A.tlengdi,asiDglAhotae-chalse 
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was seen makiag its v»j carcfutlj ainoag Ibe sIodeb vtiich laf 
seattercd over ihecoanlrj road that wound LhrougliliieyalLef, ud 
approached tAe cottage. Th« colour of Frances changed as the 
vebicle gndnallj drew nearer; and when she was enabled to see a 
female form in it by thosideorablackinliverf , her limbs shook 
with an sgilaUon that compcLed bcr to lean on Barab for support. 
In a few mioatcs the travelleis approached the gate. It was thrown 
open by a dragoon who followed Ibe carriage , and who had been 
the messenger despatched by Dunwoodie to the father of Captain 
SinglelOD. UEss Peyton adTinced to receive their guest, and the 
Bisters anited In giving her the kindest welcome; still Frances 
could with difflcnlly withdraw her tmant eyes from Ibe counte- 
nsnce of their visitor. She wag yonng, and of a light and fragile 
form, but of eiquisile proportions. Her eye was large, full, black, 
piercing, and at limes ■ little wild. Her bairwasluiuriaat.aodns 
it was without the powder it was then the fashion to wear , it fell in 
raven blackness. A few ofitsloeksbadlallen on her cheek, ^ving 
Its chilling whiteness by tbg contrasl a more deadly character. Dr. 
Silgreaves supported her from the chaise; and when she gained 
the OooT of the piaiza , she toroed an eipfesslve look on the face of 
the practitioner. 

"Tonrbrolber IsoulordaDger, andwlshes toscc you, Uiss 
SlDglotoD," said the surgeon. 

T li p Ifftly Vurat jpto a flood of tears. Frances had stood con- 
teDiplaiiug the actioK anil lace of Isabella with a kind of uneasy ad- 
miration, but she now sprang lo her side with the ardour of a 
sister, and kindly drawing her arm witiiin her own, led llieway lo 
a retired room. The movement was so ingenuous , so considerate, 
and so dellcata , that even Sliss Peyton withheld her Interference, 
following the youthful pair with only her eyes and a smile of com- 
placency. Hie feeling was communicated to all tbe spectators, 
and they dispersed in pursuit of their usual avocations. Isabella 
yielded to the g;enllelnQueDee of Frances without resistance; and, 
having gained tbe room where the latter conducted her, wept In 
silence, on the shoulder uf the observant and soothing gir), nniil 
Frances thought her tears eieeeded the emotion natural to ib« 
occasion. The sobsofUIss Singletoo for a time were violent aitd 
T*. Sfjf. 10 
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uncoDUollable, nnUI, vith an erldent eiertlon, she yielded lo a 
kiDilobsetrtlioDofhereompaDioa, aad succeeded In suppressing 
herlears. BaiBiogherface to the e;es of Frances, sberose, while 
a smile of beantifu] radiance passed over her featDTSs ; and making 
■ hast/ apologr for the eieesg of her emotion , she desired to be 
conducted to ihe room of EBe invalid. 

The meetlug betireen the brother and sisler was warm , bat, bf 
aneDbrt OD thepart of the lady, more composed than her previous 
agitation bid given reason to expect. Isabella found her brother 
looking better, and In less danger tiion her sensitive Imagination 
bad led ber to suppose. Her spirits rose in proportion; from 
despondency, she passed to somelbing llbe gaiety; berbeaoiifal 
eyes sparkled with renovated brilliancy ; and her face was lighted 
with smiles so fascinating, that Frances, who, in compliance witli 
ber earnest entreaties, bad accompanied her to the sick chamber, 
sal gaiing on a conntenance that possessed bo wonderful varia- 
bility, impelled by a charm that was beyond ber control. The 
youth had thrown an earnest look at Frances , as soon as his sister 
raised herself from Ms arms, and periiaps it was Ibc first glance at 
the lovely lineaments of our heroine, when tbe gazer turned his 
eyes Ifom Ihe view In die appointment. He seemed bewildered, 
inhbed his forehead like a man awaking (h)m a dream, and mused. 

"Where is Dunwoodio, Isahellat" be said; "the eieeltent 
fellow Is never weary of kind actions. Alter a day of such service 
BSIhaloryesterday, he has spent Ihe night in bringing me a nnrse, 
whose presence aloue Is able Ui raise me from my couch." 

The eipression of the lady's counlenanee changed; her eye 
roved Toond the apartment with a character ofwildoesa in it that re- 
pelled the andaos Frances, who studied her movements with a o- 
abalcd Interest. 

"Dunwoodie! Is he then not here? I thought to have met lilm 
by thetideofmybrolher'sbed." 

"Uehas duties that require his presence elsewhere: Ihe Eng- 
lish are said to be out by tbe way of the Hudson , and they gii'e oa 
light troops but little rest: surely nothing else could have kept him 
so long from a wounded friend. But, Isabella, themeellughas 
been too much foryou; yon tremble." 
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IsaboDi made no reply: she slretched her band bnrards tbe 
table vbich held Ibe QouiisbmeDt of Ibe Captain , and Ibe attcDtive 
Fraoces comprehended her wishes la a momenl. A. glass of water 
Id lonwmeasurereYiTed tbe sister, who was enabled to say — 

"DoubtlflBB it is his dntf . Twas said above , a royal party was 
moTing on the river; though I passed ibe troops bat two miles Troin 
this spot." The latter part of the sentence was hardly andible, and 
itwasepoiicDinoreiiitheDMDDerofasoIiloqoy, tbanasifiDleiid- 
ed for the ears of tier companions. 

" On tli« march , Isabella?" eagerly enqnired her brother. 

"No, diamoDoted, and seemingly at rest," was tbe reply. 

The wondering dragoon turned hie gaze on the countenanee of 
his sister, who sat with her eye bent on the carpet in nDconscious 
•bsenee, bat found no eiplaoation. Uis look was changed to the 
face of Frances, who, slarllingwilh the earnestness ofhiseipres- 
aion, arose, and hastily cnqaircdifhewoiild have any assistance. 

"IT yon can pardon the rudeness," said the wounded officer, 
making afeebleeirort to raise his body, "I would request to hava 
Captain Lawion's company for a moment." 

Frances hastened Insianlly to eommnnleale his wish to tbnt 
gentleman, and, Impelledhyaninterestsheeonld not control, she 
returned again to her seat by the side of Miss Singleton. 

"Lawton," ssid the youth, impatiently, as the trooper enter- 
ed, "hearyoufrom theMajor?" 

Tbe eye of the sister wis now bent on \im face of the trooper, 
who made bis salutations to the lady with ease , blended with tbo 
frankness of a soldier. 

"His man bad been here twice," bo said, "to enquire how 
we fared In the Lazaretto." 

"And why not himself? " 

"That is aquestlon the Major can answer best; but yon know 
the red coats are abroad, and Dunwoodle commands In the county ; 
these English must be looked to." 

"True," said Singleton, slowly, as if slmck with the other's 
reasons; "bnt howls it thai yon are idle, when there is work 
to do?" 

"My BWor<I aim Is not {o the best condition, and Boanoke 
10' 
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hasbul a shambling gall this momiagi besides, there is onolher 
reason I eonld meulioo , if It were not that Hliss Whirton would 
ucTcr forgive me." 

"Speak, I beg, without dread of my displtssure," said Fran- 
ces, retaming the good-humoured smile of the trooper, wilhihe 
arclinesB natoral to her own sweet face. 

"The odouTS of jotir kitchen, then," cried La wton blu nil;, 
"Forbid mj quitting the domains, imlil Jqaalifr mjself to speak 
with more certainty cooccrning the fatness of the iand." 

"Ohl annt Jeanette is eieriing herself to do credit to mf 
father's hospitalllj," said the langbtng girl, "and I am atmant 
from her labours, as I shall he a stranger to her favour, unless I 
prolTer m; assistance." 

Frances withdrew to seek her aunt, musing deeply on tlie 
character and eitreme senslhilil; of the new acquaintance chance 
hud brought to the cottage. 

The wounded offlcerfallowcdberwilhbisejes, as sbernored, 
with infantile grace , through the door of his apartment, and as she 
vanlshcdfrom his view, he observed — 

"Such an aunt and niece are seldom to be met irith, Jack; 
this seems a falrj, bnl the sunt is angelic." 

"fou are doing well, Jsee; yonr enlhusiasm for the sei holds 
its own." 

"I should be nngratefnl as weD as insensible, did I not bear 
testimony to the loveliness of Miss Peyton." 

"A good motherly lady ; hut as to lore, tbat is a matter of taste. 
A. few years younger, with deference to bet pradenee and ex- 
perience , would accord hetter with my Ihney." 

"Shemnstbeandertwenfy," saidthe other, quickly. 

"It depends on the way yon count. Ifyon begin at the heel of 
life, well; bnt If you reckon downward , as is most common , I 
think she Is nearer forty." 

"Ion have mistaken an elder sister for the annt," said Isa^ 
bella, laying her fair hand on the mouth of the InTilId; "yea 
must be silent I jour feelings are beginning to aCect yonr Oame." 

The entrance of Dr. Silgrearei, who, Insomealarm, noticed 
the tnentse of feTeiish sjmptonu to bis patient, enforced this 
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Btandale; and llie trooper irtthdrair to pay ■ visit of condoteacelo 
BotDoke, Tbo had been an eqaalsitfrereiwiih himself in iheir last 
night's somerset. To his great joy, his man pronouDcedllie steed 
lo be equallf conTBlescent vf th (he master; and Lawton found that 
bf dint of nibbing the animal's limb, several hours withaal ceasing, 
he was enabled to place his feet in what he called systematic mo- 
tion. Orders were accordingly given to be in readiness to rejoin 
the troop at the Fonr Comers , as soon as hb master had shared in 
the booiitf of the approachbig banquet. 

In the mean time, Henry Wharton entered the apartment ot 
Wellmere, and by his sympathy succeeded In restoring tbe Colonel 
to his own good graces. The latterwas consequently enabled lo tise, 
andprepared to meet a rival of whom he had spoken so iLghUy.aiid, 
as the result had proved, with so little reason. Wharton knew 
that their misfortune, as they both termed their defeat, wasowing 
to the other's rashness; but he forbore to speak of anything except 
Uie nnfortnnate accident which had deprived the English of their 
leader, and to which he good-naturedly ascribed their subse<{uent 
disco mS tare. 

"In short, Wharton," said the Colonel, pntting ooelegout 
ofbed, "itmaybecalledacambinalianof untowardevents; yoar 
own ungovernable horse prevented my orders from being carried to 
tbeMajor, In season to flank the rebels.* 

"Tory tme," replied the Captain, kicking a slipper towards 
the bed ; "bad we succeeded in getting a few good fires upon them 
In Oank , we should hare sent these brave Tirgjniaiu to the right 
about." 

"^I and that in doable quick time," cried the Colonel ma- 
king the other leg follow its companion; "then It was necessary to 
rout the guides, yon know, and the movement gave them the best 
possible opportunity to cha^e." 

"Tea," Mid the other, smdlog (he second slipper after tbe 
first; "and tbe UajorDonwoodle never ovei1oofcs4D advantage." 

"I think IT we had the thing to dooveragain," contlDuedlhe 
ColOBel, ralsii^ himself on his feet, "wemightalterthecasevBry 
materially, though the chief thing the rebels have now to boast of 
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Ismy capture: ihey were rcpniscd, jon sav, [a IlieiraUcnipiio 
drive as from Ihe wood." 

"M least the; would have been, had Uiej made an attack," 
aald the CaptaiD , Ihrowing iLe rest of his clothes vithla reacb ot 
the Colooel. 

"WhylballslbeBameAing," retoraed Well mere, heginping 
U> dress hlmseir; "to assume such sd alUlude as to iutimldau 
jour enemjis the chieCartof war." 

"Doubtless, then, jou ma; remember in one of Ibeit charges 
Ihej were completely routed." 

*'Truo — true," cried tbe Colonel, with animalioD: "badl 
been there to have improved (hat advantage , we might have turned 
the table od Ihe Yankees;" eajing which, be discovered still 
greater solmatioa Id complellng bis toilette; audhe wassoou pre- 
pared to make bis appesraoce, fuUj restored to bis own good 
opinion, and fairly persuaded that bis capture was owing to ca- 
sualiiies, ahsolutetybepudthe control of man. 

The koowledge that Colonel WeUmere was to be a guest at Ihe 
(able in do degree diminished the preparations which were already 
making for the banquet; and Sarah , after receiving the compli- 
meats ofthegeuUemaD, and making many kind enquiries after tlie 
stale of his wounds , proceeded In person to lend her counsel and 
taste lo one of those laboured eolerlainmenls, which, at that day, 
were so freqneut in country life, and which are not entirely ba- 
nished from our domestic economy at the present moment. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

I will lUnd to >nd fesd, 
AltboBgh Br lut. 

7CTII»lt. 

Til K saTonr of prcparalioD which had been noticed by Gaptatn 
Lawlon began to increase wlthlD the wills oflhoeotlagt: eerlain 
sweetsmelUngodonrs, that arose ftom the sob terraDean territories 
ofCvsar, gave to the trooper the most pleasing assurance Ihalhia 
ollaclory nerves, which on such occasions were as acute as his eyea 
OD others bad faithfully perfonned their duty; and for Ihe beneSt 
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of f DJOTlag the pustDg svects u Ibej arose, Ifac dragoon go placed 
himself at ■ window of [he building, that not a vapour charged with 
the spices of the east, could exhale on Its passage lo the clouds, 
without first giTing its iDcensc to his nose. Lavton, however, bj 
DO meaas Indulged himselfin this comfortable arrangcnietit, with- 
out first maklag such preparations to do meet honour to the feast, 
as his BCantf wardrobe would allow. Xha uniform of Ills corps 
was alwajs a passport to the best tabJes , and this, though some- 
what laniished by faithful sen'ice and unceremonious usage, 
was properif brushed and declied out for the occasion. His head, 
which nature had omameated with theblaclinBsaoracrow, now 
shone with the whiteness of snow; and bis bony hand, Ihatsowell 
became the sabre, peered from beneath a ninie with something lilie 
maiden coyness. The improvements of the dragooa went no 
farther, eiceptlng that his boots shone with more than hoiidaf 
splendour, and his spurs glittered in the rajs of the sun , as be- 
came the pure ore of which thej were composed. 

Ciesar moved through the apartments with a face charged with 
an importance exceeding even that which had accompanied him in 
his metancboly tssit of the moralng. The black had early relumed 
from the message on which he had been despatched by the pedler, 
and , obedient to the commanda of his mistress , promptly ap- 
peared to give his services, where his allegiance was doe ; so serious, 
indeed, was his duty now becoming, that it was only by odd mo- 
■nenls he was enabled to impart to his sable brother, who had been 
sent In attendance on Miss Singleton to the Locusts, any portion 
of the wonderful incidents of the momentous night be had so lalely 
passed. Bjingeoiously using, however, such occasions as acci- 
dentally ollered, C«sar communicated so many of the heads of his 
lale, as served to open theeyesof bis visitor to their Aillest width. 
The gusto for the marvellous was innate in these sable worthies ; 
and Hiss Peyion found it necessary to interpose her authority, in 
order to postpone tlie residue of the history to a more befitting op- 
portunity. 

"Ahl Hiss JInnett," said Cesar, ahalibghishead, and look- 
ing all tiiathe etpressod, "'twas awfUl to see Johnnie Birch walk 
on a reel vhcn he Ue dead." 
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nis eondadad the cmrersation, Ihongli the black promised 
himself the MtUbcUoD, and did not fUl to CDJojlt, offaaTing 
man; a pwd gossip od the solema snbject hereaner. 

The ghost thus happily laid , the department of Hiss Peyton 
Gouiished; and by the Ume the anernoon's sun liad trarelled a 
two baura'joumejfrom the meridian, the formal procession from 
thekitchcDte the pariour commenced nnder the aaspfceBoICBsar, 
vho led the van, suppottlnKatarkey on the palms of his withered 
bands, with the dexterity of a bslaace master. 

Heit followed the servant of Captain Lawlon, beating, as be 
marched stiOly and valliiag wide, as if allowing room for his steed, 
a bam of true Viighilan Qavour; a present from the sploster's 
brother in Aeeomac. The supporter of this savonry dish kept his 
eye on his trust with military precision ; and by the time he 
reached his destlnalioD, it might be difficult to say which contained 
Iho most juice, his own mouth or the Accomac bacon. 

Third in the line was to be seen the valet of Colonel Wcllmere, 
who carried In either hand chickens rricasseed , and oyster patties. 

After him marched the aiteodaDt of Dr. Sitgreares, who bad 
iDstinctivelyselaedaD enormous tureen, as most resembling mat- 
ters he understood, and followed on in place , until the steams of 
the sanp so completely bedlmmed the spectacles ho wore, as a 
badge of office, that on arriving at the scene of action, he was 
compelled to deposit his freight on the Hoor, until, by removing 
the glasses , he conld see his way through Uie piles of reserved 
china and plaie-warmers. 

Next followed another trooper, whose duty It was to attend on 
Captain fijngletoo; and, as if apportionfng his appetite to the 
feeble sute of his master, he had contented himself with conveying 
a pair of ducks, roasted, until their tempting fragrance began to 
make him repent his having so lately demolished a breakbst that 
had been provided for Us master'a sister, with another prepared 
iiir btmselt 

Ihe while boy, who belonged to the honse, brought up the 
rear, pvanlngundertheload of sundry dfsheaofvegelablcs, that 
the cook, byway of climax, had unwiHin^y heaped on him. 

Bat this was far from all of the pi^iraUoDi for that day's feast. 
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Cmsit no sooner deposited Us bird, wUcb but the wtA htton 
bad been fljlDg unongst the htgblands orDulchesi, little dreimiDg 
offlOBOonheadlDgSDchagoodI; assemblage, thanhe turned 010- 
chanicalljoDfalsheel, andlooliapbls line or march again for the 
kitchen. In this CTolnllon the black was Imitated bj his compa- 
nions in succession, and anotLer procession to the parlour fol- 
Io«ed in the same order, Bj this admirable arrangement, whole 
flocks of pigeons, certain beries of quails, shoals of flat-fish, bass, 
and sundry vood-cock , found their wsj Into the presence of the 
companj. . 

A third attack bronghtsntfahle quantities oCpotatoes, onions, 
beets, cold-slaw, rice, and ali the other minntia of a goodi; 
dinner. 

The board nov fairijr groaned with American profosion^ and 
Cxsar, glancing his eye oyer the show with a moat approving 
cunscieoce , after moYing ever; dish that had not been placed OD 
the table with his own hands , proceeded to acquaint the mistress 
of the revels, that his task was happilj accomplished. 

Some half hour before the cuhnarj array jnst recorded toiA 
place, ati the ladies disappeared, much in the same nnaccouotable 
manner that swallows ilec ihe approach of winter, Bnt the spring- 
time ofthcir return hadarrived, and the whole party were collected 
in an aparuncnt that. In conseqnence of its containing no side- 
table, andbeingfurDisbedwilhachintiGoverlctseltee, was termed 
« withdrawing room. 

The kind-hearted spinster had deemed the occasion worthy, 
notoniy of extraordinary preparations In the cuUnary department, 
hot had seen proper to deck her own person in garments suited to 
Ibegnests whom it was now her happiness to entertain. 

On her head Miss Peyton worcacap of exquisite lewn, which 
was omtmenied in front with a broad border of lace , that spread 
fhtm the face in such a manner as to admit ofadisplayofartiiicial 
flowers, clnsteredlnagTonpon the summit of her fine forehead. 

The colour ofherhairwBs lost in the profusion of powder with 
which it was covered; bnt t slight curling of the extremities in 
some degree relieved the fbmiBlityofitsarrangeineni, and gevea 
look of feminine softness lo Ihe features. 
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Her dress yita a rich, htitrj silk, of violet coionr, cut low 
■round the bust, with a slomacfacr of llie same material, that fitted 
eloselo the Qgnre, and exhibited thefonn, fromthesbonldersla 
the waist, in its tree proportions. Below, the dress was full, and 
sntScicDlly showed, that parsimonj in aicirc was not a foible of 
the daj. A small hoop displaced the beaut; of the fabric to advan- 
tage, and aided in giving majestjr to the figure. 

The tall stature of the ladj was beigblcncd bf shoes of the 
same material with the dress , whose heels added more than an 
Inch to the liberaiitj of nature. 

The slecTcs were short, and close to the limb, until thcj' fell 
off at the elhows In large raOleB, that hung in rich prorusiou 
from the arm when eilendcd; and duplicates and triplicales 
of lawn, trimmed with Dresden lace, lent iheiraid in giving dcli- 
cac; to a band and arm that yet retained tbcir whiteness and sjm- 
melrj. A treble row of large pearls closely encircled her throat; 
and a handliercbicr of lace partially concealed ihat part of the person 
tliat the silk had left nposed , hut which the Mperience of forty 
years had warned Miss Peyton should now be veiled. 

Thus attired, and standing erect with the lofty grace that dis- 
tinguished the manners of that day, the maiden would have looked 
Into atoms a bevy of modem belles. 

The taste of Sarah had kept even pace with the decorations of 
her aunt; and a dress, differing in no respect from the one just 
described, but in material and tints, eihihited her imposing form 
to equal advantage. The satin of her robe was of a pale blush 
-colour. Twenty years did uot, however, require the screen that 
was prudent in forty, and nothing but an envious border of ei- 
quisite lace hid, in some measure , what tlie satin left exposed to 
view. The upper part of Ibe bnst, and the fine fall of the shoul- 
ders, were blazing inalt their native beauty, and, like the aunt, 
the throat was ornamented by a treble row of pearls, to correspond 
wiih which were rings of the same qnality in the ears. The bead 
was without a cap , and the hair drawn up from the conntcDaDce 
EO as to give the eye all the loveliness of a forehead as polished as 
mart>le and as while as snow. A few straying curls fcH grace> 
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(tallf on ihe neck, and a bonqoct of artificial Hovers vai also 
placed, likeacoTODCI, overhcrbroT. 

Hiss SingletoD had reslgoed her brother to the advice of Dr. 
Sitgreares , vho had ducceeded Id getliog his pitieal Into a deep 
sleep, alter quieting certain feverish symptoms tliat followed tlie 
Sgllation of (he interview. The sister was persuaded , bj Ihe ob- 
HTvaat misiresB of the mansion, to make one of the parly, and 
she sat by the side of Sarah, differing but lilUe in appearance from 
Ihalladf, exceplinrefusing the use of powder on her raven locks, 
and that her imusually high forehead, and large, brilliant eyes, 
gave an eipresaloD of thoughtfulncss to her features, that was 
possibly heightened by the paleness ofher cheek. 

Last and least, bnt not ihe most nnlorely, in this display of 
female charm, was the youngest daughter of Ur. Wharton. 
Frances, we have already meaUoned, left the city before she had 
attained to the age of fashiDiiable womanhood. A few adventurous 
spirits were already beginning to make inroads in those customs 
which had so long invaded tile comforts of the fair sei; and the 
youthful girl had ventured to trust her beauty to the height which 
nature had bestowed. Thb was but liitie, hut that litUe was ■ 
master- piece. Frances several times had dctennined, in the 
eonise of the morning, to bestow more than usual pains in Ihe de- 
coration of her person. Each lime, la succession, assbeformed 
this resoIutioD, she speut a few minutes in looking earnestly 
towards Ihe oorlb , and then she as invariably changed it. 

A.t the appointed hour, our heroine appeared in the drawing- 
room , dolhed io a robe of pale blue ailk , of i cut and fashion 
Dinch like that worn by her sister. Her hair was lelt to the wild 
curls of nature. Its eiubcrance being con Gned to Ihe crown of her 
bead by a long, low comb, made of Ught tortoise-shell; acolour 
barely diEtlnguishahle In the golden hue of her tresses. Iler dress 
was without a plait or a wrinkle , and Btled tbe form with an ea- 
aeiltnde that tnight lead one to imagine the arch girl more than 
■nspecied ihe beauties it displayed. X tucker of rich Dresden lace 
Mfiened the ccntonr of Ihe figure. Her head was without orna- 
ment; but aronnd her throat vas a necklace of ffM clasped in 
front with a rich coraelian< 
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Once, and once only , u tbey moved towards ihorepul, did 
LawtoQ see a foot thniEt itedf from benealh Ihe Tolds of her robe, 
BDd eiUibit lis litUs beaatics eacased in a slipper of blue silk, 
clasped dose lo [be shape hj a bnckle of brillEauls, The trooper 
caught himself sighing, as be Iboaght, tboagh It was good for 
uothing la the stirrup , how enchantinglj ft would grace a mlnaeU 

As the black appeared on the threshold of the room, makiDg 
• low reverence, which has been Interpreted for some centuries 
Into "dinner walls," Hr. Wharton, clad in a dress of drab, 
■nd loaded with enormous buttons, advanced formallf to Miss 
Singleton, and bending his powdered head nearlf to the letel 
of thehaDdheeitended, received hers in return. 

Dr. SItgreavcs offered the same homage to Miss Peyton , and 
met with eqnal favour; the ladj first pausing to draw on her 
gloves. 

Colonel Wcllmere was honoured with a smile from Sarah, 
while performing a similar duty; and Frances gave the ends of 
her taper Angers to Captain Lavton with maiden baehtnlness. 

Much time, and some trouble , was expended before the whole 
paKj were, to the great joy of Ctesar, comforlabl; arranged around 
the table , with proper attention to alt poinls of etiquette and precc- 
deuce. The black well knewthe viands were notlmproving; and 
thongh abnndeatlf able to comprehend Ihe disadvantage of eating 
a cold dinner, it greatly exceeded bis powers of philosophy lo 
weigh all the latent consequences lo society which depend on 
social order. 

For tbe first ten minutes all but the Captain of dragoons fonnd 
themselves In a situation much to (heir Uklng. Even LaMon 
would have been perfectly happy, had not excess of civility on the 
part of his host and Miss Jeanctte Peyton kept htm from the more 
agreeable occupation of tasting dishes he did waul. In order to 
decline those be did not. At length, however, the repast was fairly 
commenced, and a common silence was more eloquent than a 
thousand words In favour of Dinah's skill. 

Heit came drinking Trilh the ladies ; but as the vine was ei- 
tellent, and the glasses ample, tbe trooper bore this inlermplion 
vith coDSOtmoate good-nalnre. Nay, so fearful was he of giving 
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olTeace, ind of omilting man; of Ihe nicer pofaU of pauclflio, 
thai haling comnieQced Ibis courtesy with the lid; who sat neil 
him, he perserered until not ODe of his fair companions tonld,irilta 
joslice, reproschhim with parlialitj Id this ptrtienlar. 

Long abstemiousness from anything like gcDeroos wine might 
plead (he eicnse of Captain Lawton , especially when eiposed to so 
slrong a lemplition as that now before him. Ur. Wharton had 
been ono of a selof poIiUdanslnNewYork, whose principal ex- 
ploits before the war had been to assemble, and pass sage opinions 
on the sfgnB of the times, under the fuspiralion of certain liquor 
made from a grape that grew on the sonih aide of the island ofMa- 
deira, and which found its wa; Into the colonies of North America 
through the medium of the West Indies, sojooming awhile to the 
Western Archipelago, hy way of proving the Tirtnes oflhe climate. 
A lai^c supply of this cordial had been drawn from his storehoosa 
In the city, and some of It now sparkled In a bottle before the CafH 
lain , blushing to the raya of the sm , lAitb were piMlng obliqael; 
thronghlt, like amber. 

Thoagh the meat and vogetables bad made their entanee with 
perfect order and propriety, their eiennt was effected much In the 
manner of a retreat of mlUtia. The polot was to clear the board 
Bomelhlng after the bbled practice of the barples, and by dint of 
scrambling, tossing, breaking, and spilling, the temnants of the 
oyerflowing repast disappeared. And now another scriei of pro- 
cessions commenced , by virtue of whteb a goodly display of pastry, 
with its nsual (ccompanimenta , garnished the table. 

Mr, Wbarton poured out a glass of wine for the lady wbo sat on 
btsrighthand, tndpuahlng^eboHletoagnest, said, wltbalow 
J»ow — 

" We are to be bononred with ■toast from Hiss Singteton." 

Although there was nothing more la this morement than o&- 
cnrred every day on sneh occasions , yet the lady trembled, coloup- 
ed, and grew pale again, seemingly endeaTouring to ntly her 
thoughts, nnlil,byheragilation, she had excited the interest of the 
whole party ; when , by an elTorl , and in a manner as If she had 
■tri*ed In vain to think of another, Isabella said faintly -~ 

"Mnior DuBwoodie." 
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Tho Ticallh was drunk cheeifullf b; all bat Colonel Wellmere, 
who wet his lips, and drew Qgnres on Ihe table vith some of the 
liquor he bad spill. 

At length Colo Qcl Wellmcre broke silence, bysajiog aloud la 
Captain Lan Ion — 

" I suppose, Sir, this Mr. Dunwoodie will reee!»0 promotion in 
Ihe rebel army, (oribe advantage mj mi slbrlnne gave him over m| 
command." 

Tbe iroopCT bad sappUed the wants of nalore to his perfect 
satis faction ; and, perhaps, with the exception of Washington and 
bis immediate commander, there was no mortal whose displeasure 
he regarded a tittle. First helping himself, therefore, to a little 
of hia favourite hoUle, he replied with admirable coolness — 

"Colonel 'Welhnere, jour pardon; Major Dunwoodie owes his 
allegiance to the confederated states of North America , and where 
beowcsithepajsit. Suchamaoisno rebel. Promoted I hope 
hemajbe, bolbbccanse be deserves it, and because I am ncii in 
rank in the corps ; and I know not what f on call a misfortune , an- 
less jou deem meeting the Tlrginla horse as snch." 

"Wo will not differ about tenns. Sir," said the Colonel, 
haagfatUj; "1 spoke as dntj to m; sovereign prompted; but do 
joanotcaliUieloseof a commander a misfortune to aparty?" 

"It certainly may beso," said the trooper with emphasis. 

"Miss Peyton, will yon favour us with a toast?" cried the 
master of Ihe house, aniiotts to stop Ihe dialogue. 

Theladybowedherheadwilhdlgoity, as she named "General 
Montrose;" and the long absent bloom stole li^liy over her fca- 

" There Is no lennmoredonblftil than that word mlsforlnne," 
saJd the surgeon , regardless of the nice maoffiorres of (ho host: 
"tome deem one thingamlsforlune, others its opposite: mlsfor- 
lnne begets misfortune; life Is a misfortune, for It may be Ihs 
means of enduring misfortnoe; and death Is a misfortune, as it 
abridges Ihe enjoyments ofUfe." 

"It is a misfortune that our mess has no such wine as this," in- 
terrupted Ibc trooper. 
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"Wewill pledge joaaseatimeotin It, Sir, as It siems to suit 
your taste," said Mr. Wharton. 

Lawlon filled (0 the brim , aaddraiik, "A speed j peace, era 
stirring war." 

"I drink jour toasl. Captain Lawtott, though I greall; dislntst 
jonr conslructioQ of acdvilf," said the sni^eoo. "In mj poor 
judgment, caralrj should be kept Id (be rear, to improve a victory, 
sad Dot sent [d front to gain it. Such nuj be said to be their natu^ 
ral occupation, ifthe termcanbensedlurcrereDce tosoartiQciala 
bodj; for all history shows that the horse hare done most when 
properly held In reserve." 

This dissertation, uttered la a snfQdendj didactic manDer, was 
a hint that Miss Pejton did not neglect. She arose , and retired, 
followed bj her juniors. 

Nearly at the same moment Mr. Whartoo and his son made an 
apology for their absence, which was required on account of the 
death of a near neighbour, and withdrew. 

The retreat of the ladies was the signal for the appearance of the 
snrgcoD's segar, which, being established in a comer of his month, 
in B certain knowing way, caosed not the slightest Intermption lo 
bis discourse — 

" If anything can sweeten captivity iDd wounds , It must be the 
happiDcss of suOering in the society of the ladles who have left ns," 
gallBDlly observed the Colonel, as be resumed bis seat after closing 
the door, 

"Sympathy and kindness have their fnHoence od Ihe hnnian 
system," returned the snrgcon, kDockIng the ashes from his 
segar, with the tip of a little Gngcr, Id the manner of an adept. 
"The connexion Is Intimate between the moral and physical feel- 
ings; but still, to eeeompllsb a cure, and restore nature to the 
healthy Iwe it baa lost trom disease or accident, requires more 
than cu flow from ungnlded sympatiiles. In such cases, the 
ligbls" — the sargeon accidentally caught the eye of the trooper, 
and he paused. Taking (wo or three hasty puds , he essayed to 
finish the sentence — "In such cases, (he knowledge that Oows 
trom the ttghia — " 
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*'yoa were Mjlng, Sir—" ssid Colonel Wellmcre, slppiag 
bbwiae — 

"The purport of my remark went to sij," contiaued Sit- 
gteiTCS, ttuniDg bis back on Lavton, *'lhat a bread pouIUce 
would DOt tet a broken arm." 

"Uore la the pilf ," cried llie trooper, "for neit to eating, 
nourisbmcDt could not be more inooceDtlj applied." 

"Tojou, Colonel Wellm ere," said the sui^eon, "aaamanol 
edacaliOD, I can viihsafctf appeal." TiieColooel bowed. "You 
must have obserred tbe dreadTul haroc made in jonr ranks bj (be 
men who were led by this gcDtlemaD ; " the Colonel looked grave 
again; "how, whenblows lightedon Iheir fremes, lifewasinva- 
riab] J eillngnlshed , beyond all bopSOfEcieDlilic reparation: how 
certain ynwning wounds were luHicted, that must prove fatal to ihe 
art of the most experienced practitioner; now. Sir, to yon I 
triumphantly appeal, therefore, toknow whether your detachment 
wonid not have been as effeclnally defeated, if the men had all lost 
aright arm, foriaslaace, as irtheyhadoll lost their heads." 

"The trfomph of yonr appeal is somewhat hasty. Sir," said 
Welhnere. 

" Is (he cause of liberty advanced a step by snch injndicions 
birahnessin the field?" contiaued ibe surgeon, bent od Ihe fa- 
vourite priuciple of his life. 

" I am yet to learn that the cause of Uberlf ts In any manner 
advanced by the serrices of any geuileman in (he rebel army," re- 
joined Ihe Colonel. 

"Notliberiyl GoodGod, forwhAllhenare we contending?" 

"Slavery, Sir; yes, even slavery; yoo are putting the tyranny 
of a mob on (he throne of a kind and lenient prince ; where is the 
consistency of your boasted liberty?" 

"Consistency!" repeated the surgeon, looking abont him a 
little wiMly , a( hearing snch sweeping charges against « cause h« 
liad so long thought holy. 

"Ay, Sir, your consIsteDcy. Your congress of sages have 
published a manifesto, wherein Ihey set forth the equality of politi- 
cal rights," 

"llglme, and ills done most ably." 
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"I Btij notblDg ot Its dhlUtf ; but If trae, wby not ie( your 
ElaTes at liberty?" This argument, vblch is thanght bj moRt of 
the Colonel's countiymeii a tijamphast ansirer to a Ihonsatid elo- 
quent facts , lost none of its weight by the maoDer fn which it was 
ntlered. 

Every American feels hombled at the necessity of Tinili eating 
his country trom the apparent iaconsistencj and injustice of the 
laws alladed to. His feelings are much like those of an honourable 
man vho is compelled to eionerat^ himself from ■ disgrscefaL 
charge , although he may kaov the accusation to he false. Al the 
bottom, Sll^aTcs had much good sense , and thus called on, he 
look Qp the cndgels ot o^umenl in downright earnest. 

"We deem it a liberty to have the decidiog voice In the conacils 
by which we are governed. We ihlnb it a hardship to be ruled by 
the king of a people who live at a distance of three thoasand miles, 
and who cannot, and who does not, feel a single political interest 
in common with onrselres. I say nothing of oppression ; the child 
was of age, and was entitled to the privileges of majority. Id such 
cases, there ia but one tiibmul to which to appeal for a nation's 
rights — Itis power, and we now make the appeal." 

" Snch doctrines may suit yoor present purposes," said Well- 
mere, withisneer; "but I apprehend ft is opposed !« all the opi- 
nions and practices of dvillsed naUons." 

"Illsinconformity with the practices of all naUons," aaidlhe 
surgeon, rebimiag the nod and smile of I^wlon, who enjoyed the 
good sense of his comrade as much as he disliked what he called 
' his medical talk.' "Who would be ruled when he can rule? die 
only rational ground to take Is, that every community has a light to 
govern Itself , so thatinno manner it violates the laws of God." 

" And is holding your fellow-creatures In bondage , in confor- 
mity to those laws!" asked the Colonel, Impressively. 

The sDTgeoD took another glass , and hemming once, relumed 
to the eombat. 

"Sir," said he, "slavery Is ofvery ancient origin, and il seems 
to hare been confined to no particolor religton or farm of govem- 
meal; everynationofcivilisedEnropedoesorhaBheld tiielrfelloi^> 
creatures In this kind of duresse." 
jlk.Sj.jr. U 
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"Von will cicept Great Britatn, Sir," ciied (he Colunci. 
ptoadlj. 

"No, Sir," coDlinaedibesDigeoD, conlidenilf, feeling thtithe 
was now carrying tlie war out of liis own conntrj; "I caniiol except 
Great Brilaia. It was bcr chiidreo, hersliips, aud tier laws, Uial 
lirst iolrodaeed the practjM into these stales ; and on iier instilu- 
lioDSthejndgmcnt must fall. There is not afoot of giouodtieloiig'- 
ing to England, in which a negro would bo oseful, that has not lis 
slave. Engtand herselt has none, but England is overilowing with 
physical force, a part of which she is obliged to maintain in Ibe 
shape of panpert. The same is true of France , and roost other 
European countries. So long as we were content to remain cdIo- 
nies, nolhlng was said of our system of domestic slavery ; but now, 
wbea we are resolute to obtain is mnch rreedom os Ibe vicious 
syslem of mctropolilan rule has left us, that which is England's gift 
has become our reproach. Will yuur master liberate the slaves ot 
his subjects should be succeed Id subduing the new states , or will 
he condemn the whites to the same serviludo as that In which be 
has been so long content to see the blacks? It is true, we continue 
the practice; we mnstcome gradually lo the remedy, or create an 
evil greater than that which wo cndnre at present: doubtless, as wo 
advance, the manumission of oursUves will nccompanjns, until 
happily these fair refpons shall exist, without a single image of the 
Creator that is held in a state which disqualifies him to judge ot 
that Creator's goodness." 

It will be remembered that Doctor Silgreaves spoke forty years 
ago , and WeDmerc was unable to contradict bis prophetic asser- 
tion. 

Finding the subject getting to be linotty, the Englidunan re- 
tired to the apartment in which the ladies had assembled; and, 
seated by the side ofSarab, befouoda more pleasing employment' 
in relating the events of fasbiooabls life in the metropolis , and in 
recalling the thousand lilile anecdotes oC their former associatei, 
MissFeytonwasapleasedlistener, as she dispensed thebounties ' 
ufthe tea-tabic, and Sarah frequently bowed her blushing coual»^ 
nance to her needieworlc , as her face glowed at the flattering re- 
marks of her companion. 
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The dialogue vc halt related established a perfect Iracfi b»< 
IweenllieaiirgeonaDdhis comrade; and die fonuer hsTing paid ■ 
visit to Singleton, thef took Iheir leave of ilie ladies, and momited ; 
the foraier to visit tlie wounded at the encampraeDt, and the latter 
to rejoin his troop. Bat their movements were arrested at the 
gate, hf to occurrence thatwe shall relate fn the neit chapter. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

I ua u nDtc IliMa vbita locki IIiIdIj ipnait 
RoVDi tb* bald paliih af that hnoonndlieadi 
Nd Bora tbatnaak, that au|ipliiint look in prajeT 
Nor tbiE puia faitb tbut giis it focM, •» therai 
But ha El bleat, aad I lunant no Bore, 
A vti* faod Ban, coaltBtad to b« paor. 

Crtbba. 

We have already said , Hut the customs of America leave the 
dead butashort time in the sight ofthe mourners; and the neces- 
sity of providing for bis own safety , had compelled the pedler to 
abridgeeven this brief apace. In the confasioD and agitation pru- 
daeed by the events we have recorded , the death of the elder Biich 
had occurred unnoticed ; but a snlBcienl nnmber of the immediate 
ueighboars were hastily collected, and the ordinary rites of se- 
pulture were now about to be paid the deceased. It was the ap- 
proach of this hamble procession that arrested the movements of 
the trooper and his comrade. Four men supported the body on a 
rude bier; and four others wiUied in advance, ready to relieve 
their friends from their burden. The pedler walked next the colfin, 
and by hts side movedEslyHaynes, witii a most determined aspect 
of wo, and next to the monroers came Ur.Whartou and the Eng- 
lish Captain. Two or three old men and women, wiih a few 
ttraggliugboys, broughl op the rear. Captain Lawlon sat in his 
saddle. Id rigid silence, until the bearers came opposite to his 
position, and then, for the first time, Harvey raised his ejce 
from the ground, and saw the enemy that he dreaded so near him. 
TheSrstfmpnlseof the pedler was certainly ilighl; hut recovering 
his recolleelioD , he fixed his eye on the coffln of his parent , and 
passed the dragoon wilh a Bnn step bal swelling bean. The trooper 
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■lowljIIIUdhlscap, and eontiniied ancorered anlil Ht. Wharton 
aod bis BOD hid mored bj , when, accoDipanicd by Ihe sm^on, 
berodeleiaarelfiu Ihe rear, maiutaiDiag an iDlIciIble silence. 

CEgareiDBrgedCrom the cellar kilchenorihe cottage, and with 
a face of settled saleninitj, added himself to the number of the 
followers of the funeral, though wi lb BDhiiinble mien, sad at a most 
respectful distance frotn the horsemen. The old negro had placed 
around his arm, a little above the elbow, a napkin of unsullied 
whiteness , It being the only time siaee his departare from tiie citf , 
thathehadeDJoyedanopportuniljoreihibilingbiinaelf la thegaf' 
□Itore of servile moumiog. He was a great lover of pioprielf, and 
had been a liule eilmulated to this display by a deaira to show his 
sable friend from Georgia all the decencies ofa New York [tineral; 
aDdlheebuilitionofhisiealwent off very well, producing no other 
result, than a mild lecture from UIss Peyiou at his return , on iho 
Gtness of things. The attendance of the black was thoogbt well 
enough In itself; lint the napiiin was deemed a auperQuous eihi- 
billon of ceremony, at the funeral of a man who had performed all 
Ihe menial ofllces in his own person. 

Tlie grave-yanl was an enclosure on the gronnds of Mr. Whar- 
tou which had been fenced with stone , and set apart for the pui^ 
pose, by that gentleman, some years before. Itwas not, however, 
lnlend<!d as a buiial-placo for any of hlB own family. Cotii the 
lire, which raged as the British troops toolc possession of New 
Torh, had laid Trinity in ashes, a goodly gilded tablet on its walls 
proclaimed Ihe virtues of his deceased parents, and beneath a flag 
ofmarblfl. In one of the aisles of the church, their bones were left 
to monlder in aristocratical repose. Captain I.awton made a move- 
meut as IF he was disposed to follow the proceision, when it left 
the highway, to enter the lield wliich contained the graves of the 
humble dead, buihewas recalled to recollection by a hint from his 
companion, that he was tailing the wrong road. 

" Of all the various methods which have been adopted by man 
for the disposal of his earthly remains, which do yon prefer Capiaiu 
Lawlon!" said the sur^on, as they separated from the little pro- 
cession : *' In some countries the tiody is exposed to be devoured by 
wild beasts; in others it is suspended in the air toeihaieitssub*, 
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ibDce In the maancr of decomposition; in other regions It Is eon- 
fDPiedoD the Ameral pile, and, again, itls inhumed in Ifae boircls 
ofihe earth; ever; people hare Iheir own paiticulir fashion, and 
lo vhfcb do jDU give iheprefereoceT" 

"Ail are agieeable," said the trooper, following the groop thej 
had left with his ejes; "thou|jh the speediest inlennents give the 
cleanest Gelds> Of which are you an admirer?" 

"The lost, as practised bj ourselves, for the other three ire 
destruciivcofall the opporiunities far dissection; whereas, lathe 
last, the coffincinllein peaceful decency, while the remains are 
made to subserve the nsetul purposes of science. Ah! Captain 
Lawton, 1 enjoj compuralivel; but few opportunities of such ■ 
nature, lo what I expected on entering the army. " 

"To what maj these pleasures anmericatlf amount In ■ jenrT" 
Hid the Captain, withdrawing his gaie from like grave-jard. 

" Wilhio a dozen , upon mj honour ; my best picking Is when 
the corps is detached; forwhen weare with themainarmy, there 
■re so many hoys to he satisfied , that I seldom get a good subjcc I. 
Those jouogstcis are as wasteful as prodigals, and as greedy as 
vultures." 

"Adozcnl" echoed the trooper, iasnqirise; "wbylfamish 
you that number with my own hands." 

"Ah! Jack," returned the doctor, appronchtng tljAubjeel 
with great tenderness of manner; "It is seldom lean do anything 
with yonr patients ; youdisOgure them wofuily; helicve me, John, 
when I tell you as a friend, that your system ia ell wrong; yon un- 
necessarily destroy life , and then injure the body so that it Is unfit 
for the only use that can he made of a dead man." 

The trooper maintained a silence , which he thought would bfl 
the most probable means of preserring peace between them; and 
the surgeon, luming bla head from taking a last look at the burial, 
■stheyroderouudthefoot of ihehilltlialsliut the valley from their 
sight, continued with a suppressed sii^ — 

" One might get a natural death from that grire-ytrd fo-^igfal, 
if there was but lime and opportunity! the patient must he the 
fatherof the lady we *aw this morning." 

"The petticoat doctor! — she with the Aurora Borcolis com* 
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plnloB," uld the troopiT, with a smile. Qui began to caase 
noeutDeBS to his compaQlon; "but the lad; vaa not Uie geo' 
tleman'g daughter, onlf his medico-pelticoat alteDdant; and the 
Hairey, nhose name was made to ihjme with aTcrf votdinhei 
long, fslhereaottoedpedler^pr." 

"What! hewho unhorsed font" 

"No rain ever unhorsed ine. Dr. SIIgreaTCS," uid Ifae drn- 
gooD, gravelj; "I fell b; a mischance of Roanoke; rider and 
beast kissed the earth together." 

*' A. warm embrace , from the lore spots It left on joxa ealicle ; 
't is a tbonsand pities ihel jon cannot find where the tattling rascal 
Ueshid." 

"He followed his father's bodj." 

"And 7on let him pass!" cried the sorgeon, ebecking his 
horse; "let as retom Immedlalelf and take 1:1m; ,io-raorrow 
jon siiall have him hanged. Jack, and, damn him, I'll dissect 
him." 

"Saftlf, sofUf, mj dear Archibald, would jon arrest a man 
while pajing the hut offices to a dead fatherT Leave him tome, and 
I pledge myself he shall hoTe justice." 

The doctor mattered his dissetisfectlon at an; poslponemenl of 
vengeanceJbat he was compelled to acqoiesee, from a regard to 
hisre^^onfor propriei;; and tbej eootlnned their ride to the 
quarters of the corps, engaged In various discussions concerning 
the welfare of the hnman bodj. 

Birch sapported the grave and collected manner, that was 
thought becoming in a male mourner on such occasions, and to 
Ealjwaslefl the part of exhibiting the tenderness of the sofler sex. 
Thereareeomepeopte, whose feelings are of such a nature, that 
they cannot weep unless it be In proper company, and the spinster 
was a good deal addicted to this congregationsi virtue. After cast- 
ing her eyes round the small assemblage , the housekeeper found 
the conaienances of the tew feinales , who were preaeat, Giedon 
ber in solemn eipectallon, end the effect was Instantaneous; the 
maiden really wept, and she gained no inconsiderable sympathy, 
and some reputation for a tender heart from the spectators. Th« 
miuclei of the pedler's face were seen to move, and as the Qrai 



,„„^„.„Coi.>^lc 



167 

dod of earth fell on the tenement of his fslher, seodlng np that 
dnll, hollow gonnd, that speaks eo eloqaenllf the morlaliij of man, 
his whole frame ms for an Instant conTulsed. He bent his bod; 
down, Bsifinpain, Ms Gogersvoriied while the hands hang lire- 
less bf his side , end there was en expression in bis counteDancB 
Ibatseemed toBDnonnceawTithlDgofthesonJ; but It was not on- 
resisted, and It was transient. He stood erect, drew a long breath, 
andloolicdaroiindiiim with an elevated face, tiiat eren seemed to 
smile with a conscious nose of having obtained the mastery. The 
grave was soon filled; a rongfa stone, placed at either eitremftjr, 
marked Its position, and the tarf, whose faded vegetation was 
adapted to tbe fortnnes of the deceased, covered the lilUe hillock 
with the last office of seeraliness. This office ended, the neigh- 
bours, who had offieionsij pressed forward to offer their services in 
performing this solemn dntf, paused, and lifting their hats, stood 
looking towards the mourner, who now felt himself to be reallj 
alone in the worid. Uncovering his bead also, tbe pedler hesitated 
a moment, la gather enei^, and spoke: 

"Hj' friends and neighbours," he said, "I thank jon for assist- 
ing me to bnry my dead out of my sight." 

A. solemn psnse succeeded the customary address, and the 
group dispersed in silence , some few walking with tbe mourners 
back to their own bahitaiion, but respectfully leaving ill^^at iia 
entrance. Thepedler end fialy were followed into the bonmog by 
oneman, however, who was well known to the sniroun ding countrf 
by the sigQiGcaat term of "a speculator." Eaty saw him enter 
withabeart that palpitated with dreadful forebodings, hot Harvey 
elvilly banded him a chair, and evidently was prepared for the 
vUil. 

Tbe pedler went to the door, and taking a csalious glance 
abont the valley, quickly returned, and commenced the following 
dialogue — 

"Tbe snn has jnst left tbe top of tbe eastern bill; my time 
presses me; here is the deed for tbe bouse and lot, every thing is 
done according to law." 

The other took the paper, endeonneil Its contents with a dell- 
Jientioa thai proceeded partly ftom his caution, and partly from 
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tin nulDdLf drcnmsUnce or his edncalion having been mueh 
ne^ecled vbeo a jonlli. The lime occupied In this tedious eu- 
minalion was emplojed by Harvef In gsihering together certain 
aiiicles , which be intended to indndc in the stores that vent to 
leave the habitation with himself, Katj had already enquired of the 
pedler, whether the deceased had lefte vill, and she saw the Bible 
placedintbe bottom of a new pack, nhich she had made for his ac- 
commodation, with a moat social indlSerence; hut as the six silver 
spoons vrero laid carefutlj by its aide, a sudden Ivinge of bei con- 
science objected to such a palpable wast* of properly, and she 
broke silence. 

"When yon marry, Harvey, you may miss those spoons." 

" 1 never shall marry." 

"Well, if yon don't, there's no occasiou to make rash pro- 
mises, even to yourself. One never knows vhal one may da, in 
such a case. 1 should like to know, of vhal use so many 
spoons can be to a single man: for my part, 1 think it is a duly 
for eiery man who is well provided, to have a wife and fimily ta 



At the lime when Kaiy eipressed this sentiment, the fortune 
of women in her class of life consisted of ■ cow, abed, Ihelaboura 
of their own bands in the shape of divers pillow-cases, blankets, 
and steals, with, where fortnne was unusually kind, a half-- 
dozen^Pvcr spoons. The spinster herself had obtained all lb« 
otbernecessaricsby her own industry and prudence, and, it ean 
easily be imagined, that she saw the articles, she bad long counted 
herown, vanish In the enonnous pack witii a dissalisraction, that 
was iu no degree diminished by the declaration tbal bad preceded 
the act. Han'ey, however, disregarded her opinions and feelings, 
and continued bis employment of filling the pack, which soon 
grew to sometbinglike the ordinary size of the pcdlcr'g burden. 

"I'm rather timorsoine about this conveyance," said the 
pnrchoscr, having at length waded through the covenants of the 
deed. 

"Why sot" 

"I'm afraid it won't stand good In law; I knovthat twoof tlie 
neighbours leave borne to-morrow mornin);, to have the place 
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(oUred for confiscation , lad If I should gire forlj pounds , sod 
bseltall, 'twould b« a deii] pull back to me," 

"Thej can only taka my right," said the pedler; "p»j ma 
two hundred dollars, and the Louse is jours; yon ore ■ well 
known Whig, and joa, at least, ihey wdd'I ironhle." As 
Uarvejspoke, there wasaslrangebiiieroessofntanner, niogled 
with the shrewd care he expressed conceming the sale of his proo 
perlir. 

"SaTonebandred, and It is a bargain," retarsed the man, 
with a grin that be mMit for a good-natured smile. 

"A. bai^alnl" echoed the pedler, in euiprise; "1 thought 
the bargain already made." 

"Nothing is a ba^aln," said the purchaser, with a chntkiej 
" until papers are dclirered, and the monej paid in band." 

" You have the paper," 

"Aj, and will keep It, if you will excuse (he money ; come, 
say one hundred and fifty, aud I won't be hard; here — here ia 
just the money." 

The pedler looked from the window, and saw with dismsy that 
tli« eienlng was fast advancing, and knew well that he endangered 
his life by remaining in tlie dwelling aflcr dark ; yel he could not 
tolerate the idea of being defrauded iu this manner, in a bai^ain 
(hat bad already been fairly made ; he besilatcd. 

"Well," said the purchaser, rising, "maybap jou canGnd 
another man to trade with between this and inomlng; but, if 
JOU don't, jourlitie won't be worth much afterwards." 

"Tokeit, Hortey," saldKaiy, wbo felt U impossible to resist 
a tender like the one before her, for the purchase money was in 
English guineas. Ucr voice roused the pedler, and a new idea 
seemed to strike him. 

"I agree to the price," hesald; and, turning to the spinster, 
he placed part of the money in her band , as fie continued — " had 
I other means to pay you, I would have lost all, laiber than have 
tuSered myself to have been defrauded of part." 

"You may lose all yet," muttered the stranger, with a sneer, 
osheToseandleftthe building. 

"Yes," said Satj, following bimvith bcrejes; "ha knows 
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jouTfaiCng, Haney; he thinks villi me, now the old genllenuo 
Is gone , ;oQ will want ■ caiefnl body to take care of jonr con- 

The pedler was bnsled In rnaklDg arrangemeots Tor his depar- 
ture, andhe taokno notice of thisiDsinaation, wliile the spioster 
returaed again to the attack. She had lived so manjiearsinei-' 
peciationofaternilaatiaD toherfaopes, so different from tiiat which 
now seemed likel; to occor, that the idea of separation began to 
give her more uaeasiness than she bad thonght herself capable of 
feeling , ahuut a man so desUIalfi and frienfllesg. 

" Have jon another honse to goto?" enquired Kalf. 

" Providence will provide me with a home." 

"Yes," said the hoDseteeper; "bat ma; be 'trill not be lo 
yonr liking." 

"Thepoor mnst nothe difBcuIt," 

"I'msurel'm anything but a difficullbodf ," cried ibe spin- 
eler, verjbaBtil;; "botlloretoseethingsbecomlng, and In their 
places; jet 1 vooldn't be bard to persuade to leave tbb place 
iD7Self> 1 can't eaj 1 altogether like the vaja of the people here- 
abonls." 

-The valley Is lovely," said (be pedler, wilh f^nrour, "and 
thepeoplelikealltheraceofman. Bat to me it matters nolhing; 
all places are now alike, and all faces equally strange;" as lie 
spoke he dropped the article be was packing from bis bond , and 
seated himself on a chest, with a look of vacant misery. 

"Not so, not so," saldKaty, shoving her chair nearer to the 
place where the pediersat; "not so, Harvey, jon must know me 
at least; my face cannot he strange to yon certainly," 

Birch turned his eyes slowly on her eonntenaoco, which ei- 
bibiled more of feeling, and less of self, than he had ever seen 
there before; he took her hand kindly, end his own features lost 
someoftheirpainfuieipressions, as he said — 

"Yes, good woman, you, atleast, areDOtastnngerto me; 
yon may do me partial justice; when others revile me, possibly 
yonr feelings may lead you to say something in my defence." 

"Tbatlwill; thatlwonld!" saldKaiy, eagerly: "Iwillde- 
feadfoa, Harvey, to tbe last drop ; let me bear them that dare 
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revflsjon! yon '5117 (me, Bimj, lamparltBluidjnsllo jon: 
what If JOQ do like tbe lung : I fasTe onen heard it said he was al the 
bottom a good man ; but there's no religion In the old coaatrj , foi 
eTory bodj allows the ministers are desperate bad I " 

Thepedlerpaced theOoor in erident distress ot mind; his eje 
hadalookofnildness, thatKatjhadiieverwItnesaed before, and 
his step was measured with a dignltj that appslied the hons«- 
keeper. 

"While my ftther llTcd," mnrmnted Harvey, unable to 
smotherhlsfeellDgs, "there was one who read my heart; andohl 
what a consolation to return from ro; secret marches of danger, 
and the insnlls and wrongs that I snfTered, to receive his blessing 
and his praise ; bnt he is gone," he coaiinned, stopping and gazing 
wildly towards the corner that used to hold the figure of his parent, 
" end who Is there to do me jasliee t " 

"Why, Harvey! Barvey!" 

"Tea, (here Is one who will, who mnsi know me before I die. 
Obi lliedreadfnltodie, and leave such a name behind me." 

"Don't talk of dying, Harvey," said the spinster, glancing 
her eye aronnd the room, and pushing the wood in the fire l4> ob- 
tain a Ught front the blaie. 

The ebnllitlon of feeling in the pedler was over. It bad been ei- 
clted by the events of the past day , and a vivid perception of his 
snfTcrings. It was not long, however, that passion maintained 
an ascendency over the reasonof this singalar man; and perceiving 
that the night had already thrown an obscurity aronnd objects 
without doors, he hastily threw his pack over his shoulders, and 
takingEatyUndlybyihehaDd, in leave-taking — 

"It is painful to part with even you, good woman," bssaid; 
"butthehonr has come, and I must go. What Is left in the house 
is yours; tome it coQid be of no use, audit may serve to make you 
more comfortable. FueweU — we shall meet hereafter." 

"In tbe regions of darkness," cried » vofca that caused the 
pedler td sink on the chest from which be had risen In despair. 

"Whatl auother pack, Ur. Birch, and bo well stuffed bo 
booqI" 
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"HaTfl jou not jel doDO eill enough?" cried Ihe pcdler, re- 
gftiniog his SraineM, and springing od bis feel with CDi^rgj; "U 
il Dol CDongh lo lurasa the last momeDls of a djiag man ; to Im- 
jiOTeri$hme; whatmorewouldionhsTet" 

"Yonrbiood," said Ihe skinner, vith cool malign i(f. 

"And for monej," tiled Uarvef ; "like ihe ancient Judas, 
joii would grow rich with ihe price of blood," 

"JljI and a fair price it b, mj gentleman; fifty guineas; 
nearij tbe weight of that scaie-crow carcass of joars in gold." 

"Here," ssidKat;, proraptlj; " here are Cfteen guineas, and 
these drawers , and this bed aie all mine ; if jou will give Uarvej 
but me hour's start (ram the door , thejr shall be jours." 

" One hourl " said the skinner, showing bis Icelh, and looking 
wilb a longing eye at the monej. 

"Bulaeingle hour; here, lake tbe money. " 

"Holdl" cried Ilanej; "put nofailbln Ihcraiscreanl." 

" She ma; do wbal she pleases with her faith ," said ihe sliii^ 
DCr, with malignant ptcisure; "but I have Ihe uiune; in good 
keeping; aaforjou, Mr.Birch, we will hear your Insolence, for 
the fifty guineas that are lo pay for your gallows." 

"Goon," said the pedler, proudly; "lake me to Major Dun- 
woodie; he, at least, may he kind, although he may be just." 

"lean do belter thauby marching so far In such disgracefiti 
company; [his Mr, Dunwoodie has lei one or two Tories go at 
large; but the troop of Captain Lawlon is quartered some half mite 
nearer, and his receipt will get me llic reward ss soon as his Ma- 
jor's ; bow relish you Iho idea of anpping with Captain Lawton, 
Ibis evening, Hr. Birch?" 

"Gireiiiemymoney, or aelUoney free," ctled the spinster 
in alarm. 

"Your bribe is not enough, good woman, tinless there is 
money in Ihis bed;" Ibnisling his bayonet through the licking, and 
ripping it for some distance, he look a malicious salisIaclioD in 
scattering Its contents about the room. 

"If," cried tbe houskeeper, losingsight of berpersoDal danger, 
in care for ber newly acquired property, " there Is law In Ibe land, 
I will be righted r 



,„„^„ .„ Couj^lc 



^f'Thelaffof Iheneulfalfjrouqfllg thelaw of (he BtsoasestiJuit 
jourloDgDC Is Dot as long na mj bajonel; yDiTEad, therefore, be si 
notset themstloggerbeads, or you migbtbelbe loser." 

A (Igure stood iu the shadow ot the door, as if afraid la be seen 
la Ibe group of skinners; butablazeoflight, raisedb; some ar- 
ticles thrown in the tire by his persecutors , shoved the pedier Ihe 
facBofthepurchisBrofbislimedamaln. OccBsioDally there vaa 
Gome whispering between this maa and the skinner nearest him, 
that induced Barvey to suspect he had bceo the dnpe of a coolrn 
vaDce In vhich that wretch bad participated. It was, however, 
too Ule to repine ; and he followed the party from the hons« with a 
firm and collected tread , as if marching to a triumph aod not to a 
gallows. In passing throng the yard , the leader of the band fell 
over abillet of wood, and received a momeolary hurt from the fall : 
exasperated al Ihe incident, tiie fellow sprang onhls feel, lUling 
(be air with eiBCritions. 

".The curse of heaven light on Ibe log!" heeiclatmed: "Ihe 
night is too dark for as to move in ; throw that brand of fire to yon 
pUeoftow, to light np the scene." 

"Hold!" roared the speculator; "yonll fire the house." 

"And see the farther," said the other, burling the brand in 
the midst of lh« combosllbles. In an Instant the building was in 
flames. "Come on, let ns move towarda the heights wblle wa 
have light, to pick our road. " 

"Villain!" cried Ihe exasperated purchaser, "Is Utb jour 
fHendship, this my reward for kidnapping the pedlerT" 

" 'Twonld be wise to move more from the tight , if yon mean to 
entertain us with abuse, or we may see too well to miss onr mark," 
eried Ihe leader of Ihe gang. Itie next instant be was as good as bis 
Ihreat, but happily missed the terrified speculator, and equally 
appalled spinster, who saw herself again reduced from eompa- 
rative wealth to poverty, by the blow. Prudence dictated to the 
pair a speedy retreat, and die next morning, the only remains of 
the dwelling of the pedier was the huge chimney we hare already 
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TtUlaa, liektuaii, 

Ar* to tba Jaalaui eonflmatiani iltang 

Afl proofi ham boly writ. 

The wealher, vhich had been mild and clear since lh< storm, 
now changed with the euddenncM of IheAjDcricaD climate. To- 
wards evcDing the cold blasU poured down from the raountiiiiis, 
and (lurries of snow plainlf iDdicated that the moalli ofnoTember 
bad arrived ; a eeason whose temperature Tarles from the heats of 
summer to the cold of winter. Frances had stood at the window 
of her own apartment watching the slow progress of the funeral 
procession , with a melancholy that was too deep to be eidled by 
the spectacle. There was somelhlog In the sad office that was in 
uolsun with her feelings. As she gaied around, she saw the trees 
beDdinglolheforceof the wind, that swept through the rallej with 
an Impetuosltj that shook even the boildings ; and the forest , that 
had so lately glittered in the sun with its variegated hues , was fasl 
losing its loveliness, as the leaves were t«m from the branches, and 
were driving, irregularly, before the eddies of the blast. A few 
of the southern dragoons, who were patrolling the passes which led 
In the encampment of the corps , could be distinguished at ■ dis- 
taneo on the heights, bending to their pommels as theyfaeedtha 
been air which had so lately traveised the great fresh-water lakes, 
and drawing their watch-coats abont them In tighter folds. 

Frances witnessed the disappearance of the wooden tenement 
of the deceased , as It was slowly lowered from the light of day, and 
the sight added to the chilling dreariness of the view. Captain 
Slngleloo was sleeping under the care of his own man , while his 
sister had been persuaded to take possession of her room , for the 
purpose of obtaining the repose, ofwbich her last night's joomey- 
tng had robbed her. The apartment of Hiss Singlelon comrannl- 
eaied with the room occupied by the sisters, through a private 
door, as well as through the ordinary passage of the house; this 
door was parUy open, and Frances moved towards it with the bene- 
volent loteoUoD of ascertaining the situation of bcrgnest, when the 
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surprised girl sa^rher vrliciin she iai Ihoughl tolie sleeping, not 
onlj Bwolie, but emplofnd in Bmanoer Ihat baaiaheilBU piobabt- 
Utj of present repose. Tlie black tresses , that during the dinner 
bad been drawn in close folds mei the cnwn of4he head, were now 
loosened , and fell in profasion over her shoulders and bosom , im- 
parling a slight degree ofwildness to her connlenaace ; the chJllinn 
_»hil e of her C Mojileilon was strongly contrasted to eyes of the 
deepest black , that wcre'lHcd in rooted ottcDlion on a picture she 
held in ber band. Frances hardly breathed , as sbe was enabled, 
by a movement of Isabella, to see that it was the figure erf a man Id 
the well-known dress of the sonlhern horse; but she gasped for 
brcalb, and inslinciiyely laid her band on licr heart to quell its 
throbbings, as she thought sbe recognised the lineaments that were 
so deeply seated in her own Imagination. Frances felt she was Im- 
properly prying into the sacred privacy of inoiher; but her emo- 
tions were too powerful to permit her to speak , and she drew back 
to a chair, where sbe still retained a yicw of the stranger, from 
whose countenance sbe felt it to be Impossible to withdraw her 
eyes. Isabella was too much engrossed by her own feelings to 
diseover the Irembliag Qgure of the witness lo her actions , and she 
pressed the iuanimate image to ber lips, wilb an enlhusiasni that 
denoted the_ jost iatensR png jlon. The eiprcssion of Ibe counte- 
nance of tbe fair stranger was so changeable, and the transitions 
were so rapid, Ihat Frances had scarcely time to distingnish the 
character of the emotion, before It was succeeded by another 
equally powerful , and eqaaliy attractive. Admiration and sorrow 
were, however, the preponderating passions ^ the latter was indi- 
taled by lai^ drops that fell from ber "eyes on the piclare , and 
which followed each other over her cheek at such intervals , as 
seemed to pronounce the grief too heavy to admit of lbs ordinary 
demongtrations of sorrew. Every movemeiit of Isabella was 
marked b; an enthusiasm that was pecoliar to her nature, and 
every passion in its tnm triamphed In her breast. Tbe fbry of the 
ynui, as ft iriiisiled round tbe angles of the building, vasincon- 
sonance wiib those feelings , and she rose and moved to a window 
of her apartment. Ber figure was now hid from the view of 
Frances, who was about to rise and approach her guest, when 
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tones of a thTilUDg melody chained her (d breatUesa (UeDce to Ou 
spot. Hie notes wcie wild , and tlie roke not powerful, but the 
eieeuUoD eieeeded anfUdOK [bai Frances bad ever beard; aadslio 
stood , eDdeaimuiog to stifle the sounds of lier oim gentle brea- 
thing, ontilltasfoltoTing song was coDcluded; — 

Cold Uow tba Hull I'et tb* tapt al tka Manntaia. 

And bare ii tba eak on the hUl, 
Slawlr tba TapDiin exhale from lb* fenDMin, 

And bnEbt gteami the ice-beHer'd rllli 
All aalare ii leeklug Iti uanat reit, 
Bnt tba ilnmbcri at peace ben deiertel bt breait. 

Lans liu tba itona ponc'd Iti weigbt en ar utian, 

AndlangbiTe herbriTe itaiid the abock) 
Lons bet anr ebieftaia ennobled hii ataCiaa, 

A bidwark on liberlj-i reek - 
UBUcena-d Knbitlan leleiea ih teit, 
Y*[ bligbted affeellan tapraiiei a; imile. 

Abroad tba vUd fnrr of winter Ii low'rlng. 

And iMfleii and diear la lb* [re*. 
Bat tb* nrtlcal ibb of Ibe loath appear* poBrlag 

lU flare* kiUint haati apon na — 
Wilbirat, aU the aaaian-a eblU iraiptaaii be|I& - 
IlBt tbi fire af paiiloi ia laflBg vitbla. 

Frances abandoned her whole soul to the suppressed melodj 
oflhemnaiCithongh Ihelangnageofthesongeipreesed a meaning, 
which , aniled with certain events of that and lbs preceding dif, 
left a sensation of aneaslnegs in the hosom of the wann-bearted 
girl, to which sbe had hitherlo been a stranger. Isabella moved 
from the window as her last tones melted on the ear of her admiring 
llsl«oer, and, forthe first time, her e^e rested on the fbce of the 
pallid listener. A glow of lire lighted the eounlenance of both at 
the same instant, and the bine eje of I^aoces.mel tbe brilliant 
black one of bar guest for a single moment, and both fell in abashed 
eonftulon on the carpet; thejadfanced, howeTcr, until Ibef met, 
and had taken each other's hand, before either ventured again lo 
look her companion In the tux. 

"ndsBuddenchangeln the weather, perhaps the sitnallon of 
nj brother, have imitcd to make me melancholj, Uiss Wharton," 
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MldIsal>«Ua, in a lov tou, ud tna mice that trembled u sht 

"T 1b ihoD^t jou have little to apprehend for jonr brother," 
Mid FnutCM , in the Mine embarrassed manner; " hid yov aeen 
him when hems brought In bjUajorDanvoodie — " 

FraneespanMd, vithafeelingofcoDScions sheme, for vhlch 
■he eonld not atcoimt , and Id raising her ejes , she am Isabella 
Btndflng her eoiuteiunce with an esmeBtneM that again drore the 
blood tnmnltnonsl; to her temples. 

"Ton were spHblng of Uajor Dunwoodle," said Isabella, 
blntlf. 

" He was with Captain Sln^elon." 

"fioyonknowDiuiwoodtel have ;ou seen him often!" Onee 
more Francei Tentnred to look her guest in the Face , and again she 
met the pierdng eyes bent on her, as if to search her inmost heart. 
"Speak, HltaWiarton; IsHajorDnnwoodle known loyoal" 

"Helsm;relatiro," MidFrances, appalled at the manner of 
the other. 

"AreletiTe!" echoed Hisa Singleton ; "in what degree? — 
speak , Miss Wharton , I coiqore tod to speak." 

"Our parents were conslns," feloUj replied fVancM. 

"And he la to he four hnaband," sdd theitnnger, impe- 
inooslj, 

Frances Mt shocked , and all her pride awakened, by this 
direct attack upon her fedln^ , and she raised her eyes from the 
Door to her Interrogator a little proudly , when the pale cheek and 
quirering Up of IsabeUa removed her resentment in a moment. 

"Itistrue; my conjecture It true: speak tome, UIss Whar- 
ton; leonjureyou, inroercy to my feelings, toteUme — do yon 
lore DuQWDodleT" There was a plaintive earnestness In the rolce 
of Miss Singleton , that disanned Frances of all resentment , and 
the only answer she eonld make was biding her bnming bee be- 
tween her hands , as she Mnk back in a chair to eoneeal her con- 
Isabella paced the floor In sflence for MTeral minutes , until 
she had sucueded In conquering the ylolence jif her fgeHilgs, when 
f he approached the place where Frances yoi sal, endeaTonriog [o 
m*Stf. a ,., , 
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eidnde the ejes of her eompuiioii from reidlng the shame eipiwft- 
ed in her caaaUiMBee, and, taking the huid of tbe other, she »pok» 
with an evident effort at composDre. 

"PardoDme, Misa Wharton, ifmjniigovemablefeeliDgBhtTe 
led me Into impropiietr ; the poverfal motire — the crnel reason — " 
thehesitated; Frances now raised her bee, and their ejes onto 
more met ; thej fell In etch other's anus , and laid their bnmiDg 
eheeka together. The embrace vas long — waaardeDtand siacere 
— but ndther spoke ; and on separating , Frances retired to her 
own room without farther explanation. 

While this eitraordinar; scene was acting in the room of Uiss 
Singleton , matters of great Importance were agitated in the draw- 
ing-room. Ihe disposition of the fragments of sach a dinner as 
the one we lisTe recorded, was a task that required no little eiertion 
and calculation. Notwithstanding sereral of the small game had 
nestled In the pocket of Captain Lawton's man , and even the as- 
sistant of Dr. Sitgieaves had calenlated the nncertaintj of his re- 
maining longinsneh good qnartets, still there was more left, un- 
constuned, than the prudent Hiss Fejton knew how to dispose of 
toadvant^. Cnsar and his mistress had, therefore, alongand 
confidential cammunlcatlon on this important bnsinesa; and the 
consequence was, that Colonel WeUmere was left to the hospiialit; 
of Sarah Wharton. All the ordinary topics of conversation were 
eibsosled , when the Colonel , with a Utile of tbe tmeasiness that 
Is la some degree inseparable fhim conscious error, touched lightly 
on the transactions ofihe preceding day. 

"We little thought. Miss Wharton, when I Brst saw this ^r, 
Donwoodle la your honse in Queen Street, that he was to beUie 
renowned warrior he has proved himself," said Wellmere, endea- 
vonrlng to smile away his chagrin. 

"&enawned, when we consider the enemy he overcame," 
said Sarah, with consideration for her companion's feelings. 
"Twas moat nnforianate, indeed. In every respect, that yon 
met with the accident, or doubtless the royal arms would have 
triumphed in their nsual manner." 

"And yet the pleasure of such society as this accident has in- 
troduced me to, wotild more than repay the pain of a mortified 
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■pfril 4nd vomided bodj," added the Colonel, In ■ nuuMa- «f 
peenHir softneM. 

"I hope the Utl«r U but trUUng," said Sanli, etooplDg to 
bide ber jlnshea m der the pretext of blUng s ibiead rrom (be vorii 
on her bne«. 

"Trifling, Indeed, compered lo the former," retoraed tbe 
Colonel, in the same manner. "Ahl Waa Wbaiton, ft la in 
■neb moments that ire feel the tUl value of friendship and sjm- 
palhT." 

Iliose who have nefer tried It cannot easily Imiglae vhat a 
rapid progress a warm-hearted female can make In love In the 
short space of half an hour ; partlcnierl; where Oiere is a predis- 
position to the distemper. Sarah found the eonfersatlon, irtien 
tt began to loncb on Friendship and sympalhj, too interesting ta 
rentore her roiee with a reply. She, however, turned her eyes 
on tbe Colonel , and saw him gadng at her fine face with an ad- 
miration that was quite as manifest , and much more sootUng, 
than any words could make It. 

Their t<le-ii-teie was unlnierrapied for an hoar, and atthone^ 
noddDg that wonld be called decided , by an experienced matron, 
was said by the gentleman, he altered a thousand things that 
dellghled his eompanion, who retired to her rest with a lighter 
heart than she had felt since the arrest of her brother by tbe 
Anerlcans. 

CHAPTER XVI. 



Wkrthea, IMainltiardHnk. 






Thr position held by tbe corps of dragoons, we bare already 
said , was a hvonrite place of halting with their eomminder. A 
ehnter of some half doien small and dilapidated bnildlnp formed 
what , thnn the dremnstauce of two roads Intersecting each other 
at right angles, was called the Tillage of tbe Foot Comers. As 
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nBud, «■• or the most Imposing of these ediBees htd been termed, 
in the koguige of ifae da j , " < boii»e ot enleitaiDinent for nun and 
bewt." Od a nti^ board soapeDded from Ibe gallows-look bg 
post that hid supported the andeatsigo, was, however, writtea 
inred chalk, "Eliiabeth Flanagan, her hotel," anebul- 
litionofthewlt of some of the idle wBgt of the corps. The matron, 
whose name bad thus been eialted to an office of such uoeipected 
cUgnttj, ordinaril J dbcbarged the duties of a female sutler, washer- 
woman, and, to use the laoguage of Kat; Hajmee, petticoat 
doctor to the iroopa. She vas the widow of a soldier who had 
been killed in the serrice, and who, likeherself, was a native of 
a distant land, and had earl; tried his fortane in the colonies of 
North America. She constantly migrated with the troops; and 
it was seldom that the; became slationarj far two days at a time, 
hot the little earl of the bustling woman was seen driving into the 
encaiapment, loaded with such ariiclea as she conceived woold 
make her presence most welcome. With a celerity that seemed 
almost supernatural, Betty took up her ground aod commenced her 
occupadOD. Sometimes the cart itselfwas her shop; atothetathe 
soldiers made her a rude shdter of anch materials as offered ; but 
en the present occasion she had seiied oo a vacant building , and 
by dint of staffing the dirt; breeches and halt dried linen of the 
Iroopen into the broken windows , to eiclode the cold , which had 
now become severe , she formed what she herself had prononnced 
to be " most illigant lodgings." The men were quartered in the 
adjacent bams, and Uie officers collected in the " Hotel Flanagan," 
as they faeetionsly called head-quarters. Betty vas well known to 
every trooper in ^e corps, conld call each by his christian or nick- 
name, as best suited her fancy ; and, although absolutely Intolerable 
to all whom habit had not made familiar with her virtues, was a ge- 
neral fiivoorite with these partisan warriors. Her faults were, a 
trifling love of liquor, excessive Slthiness, and a total disregard of 
all the decendes of language; hervirtuea, an unbounded love for 
her adopted country, perfect honetly when dealing on certain 
known principles with the soldiery, and great good nature. Added 
to these, Betty had the merit of being the Inventorof that beverage 
^rttkh ta to veil known at the present hour, to all the patriots who 
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miki ■ wlnlei'i march betveen the eoniiiierdBl and polltlMl cap(> 
lob of thiB gnat stale , and idilch Is distingiiishad by the name of 
"cock-tail." EUxabelh FUnagaD was peCDtiailj well qaalifiedbj 
odncatloD and circumslaiices , to perfect this improTcment in U- 
qaors, haring been lilerall; brought op on tis principal ingredient, 
andhaTii^ acquired IVom her VI^lDlancnBtomers the use of mint, 
from lU flavour in a julep , to its hel^^t of renovD Id the article la 
qnestion. Such, then, vas the mistress of the maosion, who, reck- 
less of the cold oor^ieni blasts, showed her blooming face from the 
ioorof the hnUding (o welcome the arriYsi of her fsTourite, CaptaiD 
Lawlon , ind his compauioD her master in matters of sui^ry . 

"Ah! bjntyhopesof promoUoD, mf gentle El iiabelb, but yon 
are welcome!" cried die trooper, as he threw himself from his 
saddle; "this Yillanoas tnsi water gal from the Canadas hai 
boen wUstlIng among mj bones till they ache with the cold , but 
the sight of your fiery coonlenance is as cheering as a Christma>~ 
Are." 

"Nowsnre, Captain Jack, jee's alway's full of your compli- 
DMDtarles," replied ttie sutler, taking the bridle of her cnstoraer; 
"but bony In for the life of yon, daiiing; the fences hereabonia 
u« tiot so strong ss In the Highlands , and there's that within will 
vana both sowl and body." 

' ' So you hare been laying At rails under contribution , f see : 
well, that may do for the body," said the Caplalu, coolly; "trati 
hsTe had a pull at a bottle of cut glass with a silver stand, and I 
donbtmy relish for your whisky for a month to come." 

"ITU's silver or goold Ihaiyce'rethinklDg of, Ifs bat little I 
have, though Tve a trifllag bit of the coDtiDenlal," said Betty, villi 
a look of humour; "but there's thai within that's fll to be pot in 
vlaoels ofdi'monda." 

"Whateaa she mean, Archibald?" a^edLawton: "thesol- 
mal tooka as if It meant more than it says I " 

"TIs probably a wandering of the reasoning powers, created 
by the frequency of lotoiicatlng draughts ," observed (be sni^on, 
as b« deliberately threw his letl leg over the pommel of the saddle, 
and slid down on the right side of his hone. 

"Fillk, mj dear jewel of a doctor, but It was ibU side I was ei- 
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[detlncTaa; theirturiecoips come don on llila side, bat yetr- 
«elf," Hid Betty, winkliiB at th« trooper: "but Vie been feeding 
th« wounded , In jeer absence, vlth the bt of lite land." 

"Birbarooi stupidilj!" cried ibe pinic-alHekea phyBician, 
"to feed men labouring under Uie eiritement offerer witb power- 
hlnatriment: woman, woman, you are enoa^ to defeat llw •kill 
ofHippoereteel" 

"Poohl" MMBeUy, vltfa infinite eompaBuie," what a bothe- 
ration yee make •l>oat a Kttie witlsky; tlMre wat but a gallon be- 
twixt a good two doien of them , and I gave it to the boys lo make 
themiieepaay; sore, jist as slnmberlng drops." 

Lawton and his companloD now entered the building , and the 
first objects vbleb met their eyes explained ilie hUdeo meaQlog of 
Betty's comfortable declaration. A. long table, made of boards 
torn tram the side of an ou^nildiDg, was stret^ed throng the 
middle of the lai^est apartment , or the bar-room , and on it was a 
very scanty display of crockery ware. ThesleamsofcookeryarosB 
fkvm an adjoining kitchen, but the principal attraction was in a 
demijohn of fair proportione, which had been ostentatlooBly 
placed on high by Betty as the object most worthy of notlee. Law- 
. ton soon learnt that it was teeming with the red amber-etdoured 
joice of ibe grape, and had been sent from tlie Locnats, as an offer- 
ing to Major Dun woodie, from his IHend Captain Wharton, oftbe 
royal aimy. 

"And a royalgUlltis," said the grinning subaltern, who made 
the eiplanatlan. " The Hq'or gires ns an entertaiumeal in honour 
of our victory, and yon see the principal eipense is borne, as It 
sbonld be, by the enemy. Zounds, I am thinking that alter we 
hare primed with such stuff, m could charge through Sir Heniy's 
head-quarteis, and carry off the knight himself." 

The Captain of dragoons was In no manner displeased at the 
prospect of terminating so pleasantly a day that bad been so agree- 
ably commenced. He was soon surrounded by bis comrades, who 
made many eager enquiries eoncemlng his idTeDtores, while tite 
surgeon proceeded, with certain quakingB of the heart, toeiamlne 
bio the state of his wounded. Enormous fires were snappfaigia 
the chlmn^ oftbe house, superseding the neceuityofcandki, 
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by the bri^t Ugbl wbich vas thrown fnm (be bladng piles. The 
group wUhlo were all jonngmen, and tried soldlen; famninbcr 
they were rather more than a doieii , and thelt manitua and con- 
TersatioD wen a strange miilure of the blnntoess of the partisan 
withlhemaDnersofgeatiemeQ. Their dresses were neat, thon^ 
plain; and a nerer-ralllng topic amoogsl them was the perform 
wsnce and qnaiii; of their borsea. Some were endesvonrfng to 
sleep on the benches irtiich lined tbewollB, some were walking the 
apartmenta, and others were seated in earnest discussion on sob- 
jeclscoimeeUd with die business of their lives. Oc«asionallj, as 
the door of the kitchen opened , Ibe hissing sounds of the frying 
pans and tbe Inrltlng saTour of theroodcreatedaBtagnBtloDlnaD 
other emplofmenta ; even the sleepers, at such momrnls , would 
open their ejes , sod raise tbelr heads, to reconnoitre the state of 
the prepare tions. All Ibis time Dnnwoodle sat bj himself, gazing 
at tbe fbe , and lost In reflections which none of his otfieen pro- 
anmed to disturb. He bad made eamest euqulries ofSitgreaves 
after tbe condition of Singleton , during which a profound and re- 
speettvl ailenco waa maintained in the room ; hut aa scon as be bad 
ended, and resumed his seal, the nsnal ease and freedom pre- 
vailed. 

Tbe trrangement of the table waa a matter of but Utile concern 
lo Ura. Flanagan ; and Cnsar would bare been sadlj scandalised 
at vitneadng the Informalltj with which rarious dishes, each bear- 
ing a von ierfnl resemblance totbeothere, were placed before so 
mai^ gentlemen of couslderallon. In laUng their places at tbe 
board, the strictest altentloD was paid to precedeucf; tor, not- 
wllbslandini the freedom of manners idiich preralled In the corps, 
the points or milltarr etiquette were at all times obserTed, with 
•omelhii^f a[iproachiiig to religions TCneration. Host of the guests 
hadbeeobsltigtoolonglofae in any degree fastidious In their ap- 
petitef; batlhecoae was different with CaptainLawton; helhltan 
muecooBtablB loathing al ^e eihlbiilou ofBettj's food , and could 
aol reftaln from making a few passing comments on the condition 
of (he loihes , and the clouded aspect of the plates. Tbe good 
Balnn and tbe ptraoaal affection ofBettj Ibr Ibeoffender restrained 
ber, for tome diae, from anaweibig to bla Innuendoes, until Lav- 
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lOD, harfng Tentorad to idmlt a piece of the hhA mMt into hU 
momh, eaqnired, wllh the affectation ot a ipoDed child, — 

"What kind of sofmalinl^tUiIi hare been vhen lining. His. 
Flanagan T" 

"Snit, Captain, and waao't it the mid cow," replied the sai- 
ler, with ft varmth that proceeded partly from diBsaUsbelion at the 
complaints of her bvonrite, and parti; from grief at the lots of the 
deceased. . 

■■Wbatl" roared the trooper, stopping short as he was ahoni 
to swallow his morsel, " ancient Jurnyl" 

"The devil !" cried another, dropping his knife and tbrk, "she 
who made the campaign of the Jersejs with as?" 

"Tbe Terj same," replied the Dtistress of the hotel, wlA a 
plteoBsaspeetofwo; "a gentle baste, and one that could anif did 
live on less than air, at need. Sure, gentlemen, 't is avftil to 
have to caisltch an oold bind." 

■'Andhasshe sunli to thisi" saidLawton, pointing with his 
knife to the reninaDts on the table. 

"Naj, CapUin," saldBettj, withsplrit, "Isouldtwsofher 
quarters to some of jour troop; but devU the word did I tell the 
bo;B what an onid friend it was the; had boogfat, for feaclt might 
damage their appetites." 

"FDrf!" cried the trooper, with affected anger, "Ilhallhave 
u; fellows as limber as supple-jacks on such fare; a^ld of an 
EngUshman as a Vl^talan negro is of bis driver." 

"Well," said Llentenant Uason , dropping bis knife and fork 
In a kind of despair, "m; jaws have more sjmpatltf than man; 
men's hearts. Tber absolutelj decline making an; fanpreasion on 
the relics of their old acqoalutauce." 

" Ti; a drop of the ^" said Bett;, sootUngl;, pDnring a Urge 
allowance of wine Into a bowl, and drinking it ol! u taster to the 
corps. ' ' Faith , 't is but a wUhf-wash; sort of stuff^fter all ! " 

The ice once hruken , however, a clear ^ass of i^ne was handed 
to Dnnwoodie, who, bowing to his companions, drfiik the liquor In 
the midst of a profonud silence. For a fev glasses there vu much 
formallt; obsured, and snndr; patrlotle toast^and sentbDenU 
were dol; noticed b; the compan;. The llqnc^, however, pet>> 
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formed iu wonted office; aid befon the teeood eeatliHl at the 
door had been nllered, lU reeolleciJoti of the dfamei and iheir 
cares iras losi In (he praient fesUvltf. Dr. Sllffttarei did not 
retnni iBSeoaoDlo partake of Jennj, buthevuiDlinu toreceire 
Us fair proportloii of Captain Wharlou's present. 

"Asoag, asoDgfromCaplaiDLawlon!" cried two or three of 
the partj in a breadi , ont^seirioK the falhire of some of the points 
of good fellovsMp in the trooper ; "silence, far the song of Captain 

"Gentlemen," retomedLawton, bis dark eje swimming wllh 
the bumpers he had Bnlshed , tfaou^ liia head was Impenetrahle it 
a poet; "IamDolnncbofani^illngale,hDt, nnder the faTonr trf 
your giMd wishes , Iconsent to comply with tlie demand." 

" Now , Jack ," said BitgresTes , nodding on his seat ," remem- 
ber the air I tan^tjoa, and — slop,IliaTeacoprardiewwdtin 
mj poeket." 

" Forbear, Tirbear, good doctor," Mid the trooper, flUloghto 
^ass with great deliberation, "I nerar coold wheal ronnd those 
hard names. Gentlemen, 1 wilt gif) jon an humble attempt of 
mj own." 

"Uienea, forCaptain Lawton's song," roared fire or eli at 
once; when the trooper proceeded , Inaflnefnll tone, toetngUie 
fidhnring words (o a wdi knom Baedianeljan air, eereral of hl> 
comrades helping hbn throngh the choms with a fertoiir that aliook 
the crai; edifice tbey were in : — 

Va» p»li Ui* Bag, Hj JoUr h>ji, 

And lin , while U*i «• caa, 
T> Munv'tfuaBr •■']'•■>]•]«, 

For btitTi tHa haut at au. 
Aa J h« who tnTal; Bcati tka he 
Hb luH af Ufa *aa mt« kaaift. 

OMMttnrbugaa, 

Ceae aal flU Iha tarn afalat 

For ;mi tta AH, ■>< «a MU iirllt, 

eaoa B*t^ VUaacaM. 

If lava af Ula fnmin jtiat hawt. 

Or laTi at •«■< jau baaa, 
^idt kaaoor'a pati f« paicaAiI mt, 

Aal t«u ■ aavui'i naaa) 
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Whan fonlKD foM InTkda th> Itnda 

Aai nim asd iirvathaarti mUi 

In fiet,iom-i eania well buTalf lUiid. 



Old Botbar, tie. 

At «ieb appetl made to hetself , b; the united Toleec of llie 
diolr, BeOy iavariablj advanced aod complied literal] j with (he 
reqnesi contained in the choras, to the Infinite delight or Iht 
■ingers, and with no small participation In (he utisbction on her 
own account. The hostess was prorlded vilh a beverage more 
soiled to the high seasoning to which she had aecnalomed her 
palate, (ban the Uatelcss preaent of Captain Wharton; by which 
means Betty bad managed, with tolerable facility, to keep even 
pace with the exhilaration of her gaests. The applause recefred by 
Captain Lawton was general, ^^ 1^' exception of the sniieon, 
who rose from the beach dnilng the firet chomg and paced the 
floor. In a flow of dasateal indignation. The hrarot and bravissi- 
moi drowned all other nolaes for a short time ; but as they gra- 
dually ceased , the doctor (ntned to tixe musician , and exclaimed, 
with heat— 

" Captain LavtoD , 1 marvel dial a geoUenun, and a gallant 
officer, can Qnd no other sobjecl for his muse , In these tfanea of 
trial , than In snch beastly invocations to Ihat nourioua follower of 
the camp, the filthy Elizabeth Flanagan. Hetbinks the goddess of 
Liberty conld furnish a more noble inspiration, and the sufferings 
of your country a more befitting theme," 

"Heydayl" shouted the hostess, advancing towaids him ia 
athreaieDiogatlitude, "and who Is it that calls me fUthyT Uaster 
squirt: Master pop-gun —" 

"Veaeel" lald Dnuwoodie, in a voice ihalwaaeieriedbuO 
little more than common, bulwblchvras succeeded by the stillness 
of death: "vroman, leave the room. Dr. Sltgreavea , 1 call jou 
lo your seat, to wait the order of the revels,' 
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"Proceed, procesd," sdd the iniseoii, drawing btmseUtip 
faiuiaUitDdeofdigiilB«deompoBttre. "ItniBt,HajoiI>iiDwoodle, 
I am Dot untcqnalDied wKh tha rales of decorum , nor f gnorant of 
the b je-Uws of good-fellowahlp." Belt; made a hastj bnt somewhat 
dcTloQS retreat to her own domlDions , being anaccnstomed (o dis- 
pute the orders of the comnuundiiiB affleer, 

" Hajor Duawoodle will honour ni with a sentiinenlal song," 
said Lawton , bowing to Us leader , with the coUeded inanDer he 
so well knew bow to asaame. 

Hm UijoT lierilaled a moment, and then sang, with fine ei- 
ecDlion, tlie foUeving words : — 

Sub* laT« tlia huU af lantbarB inu, 
Whva Ilfa'i auB cnmat utrBiag mni, 
la aaa quick elreUi^ itrAUAi 

WUchtraabllDiihtaei. rcfl«ct*d lirigbt 
Ib Ldu'i Blldir iam. 

Soma lota tka Inllp'i gandlar lr«, 
Wbara dsep-nins blna with rallow tIbi, 

And EorsMiii bainlr slawai 
Batkaniarbe, whoia brMal wnith, 
Bjlovaaatwiaad, ii fosBd ta braatba 

Tha ncabieia at tha roia. 

The nice of Donwoodle never lost Its aaihoritf wlih Us In- 
feriors ; and the applaose wliieb followed bis song , (boagh b j no 
means so riotous as that which raCMeded the eflTort of the Captain, 
was mnch more fiatterlng. 

"If, Sir," said the doctor, after joining in the plandits of Us 
compaoJoiia, "70Q would but learn to nnile classical alinsioni with 
jonr ddieaie InuqiDatlon , jou would become a preit; smaleai 
poet." 

" He irtw eriUdses ought (o be able to perfonn ," said Dnn- 
woodie, withasmlle; "leaElonDT. Sitgrcavesfbr a spedniea of 
the stjie be admires." 

"Dr. Sitgreaies'ssong! Dr. SltgteaTes'ssongl" ecboedallst 
ilw table with delight; "a classical ode from Dr. SltgreaTes!" 

The sD^eon made a complacent bow , took the remnant of hit 
gliM, aBdgaTBabwpreliminaijhenia, thatserredhngetf lo de- 
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ti^l dim or bur yoimg comets at ihs foot of the table. He then 
commenced tlnghig, In a cracked ToEce, and to anj thing but a 
lone, llie foUowlitg dlltf — 

Huttbnasnr r<ltlaia'id*rt, dsueit. 

Of bigitliBil fail tnokKiig nJKfa — 
Thought him, (far, wu (Tei nMTMt, 

Before IhitipirUlngaj'ti 
Than hut thou known vbat 't i* to fesl 
Tha pain tbat Sllan conM not b«iiL 

"Hurrah!" shoated Lswton , " Archibald edipBes die inusei 
IbemselTes; his vordi flow like the sylTsn stream b; moonlight, 
and his melody is a cross breed of die nightingale and the Old." 

*' Captain LawtoD," cried the exasperated operator, "ItlBone 
Iblogto despise the lights of classical leuniDg, and another to be 
despised for your own Ignorance I " 

A load summons at the door of the boUdlng created a dead halt 
In the uproar, and the dragoons InstlnctlTel; csn^t np their arms, 
to be prepared for the worst. The door was opened, andtbeskii^- 
nersenlered, draggli^inthepedler, bending beneath the load of 
his pack. 

'■Which is Caplain LawlonT" said the leader of the gang, 
gaiing aronnd him In some Uttle astonishment. 

" He waits fonrpleasare," said the trooper, dryly, 

"Tien here I delirertojoarhandsB eondemnedtrallM: this 
is Harrey Birch , the pedler spy." 

Lawton started as he looked his old acqnaintanee in the face, 
Sttd, tnniing tothesklnnerwithalowerlnglook, faeasked — 

"And iriio are yon. Sir, that speak so freely of jour neigh' 
bours? — Bat," bowing lo Dnnwoodlfl, "joorpardon, Sir; here 
Is the commanding officer; to him you will please address yoor- 
seir." 

"No," said the man, sullenly, "It Is to yon 1 dettrer the 
pedlST, and from yoD I claim my reward." 

"Are you Barrey Birch?" said Dnnwoodie, adrandug with 
an air of anlhorlty that Instantly drove the ekinner to a comer ol 
the room, 

"lam," said Birch, proudly. 

"And a tnitortoyonrconntry," continued the Uajor, with 
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BlernDMs ; " do yon knoir ihit I shonid be j'nstiBed In ordering 
joor Bi«cntioD this night T" 

"TUnoI the will of God to call ■ soul bo hutilf l« his pn- 
Huce," Mid the pedler with soiemultj. 

"Toa speak truth," said Dunwoodle ; "aDdarewbrlefhoon 
shall be added to year life. But as jonr oSeuee is most adlona 
to a soldier, to It will be sare to meet with the soldier's TCDgeaaea ; 
jou die to-morrow." 

"TisosGodwilU." 

"I have spent nunj a good hoar te enUepthe vflteia," said 
the skinner, adYanciug a little from Us comer, "and I hope jod 
win give me a certlflcaie that will entitle as to the reward ; 'twas 
d lobe paid Id gold." 

"Major Dnowoodie," laldiheoScer of tbedif, entering the 
room, "the patroles report a hooseto be bnmt near yesterday's 
battle groand." 

"T WIS the hnt of the pedler," mnttered the leader of the 
gang; "we bare not left him a shingle for shelter; Ishooldhare 
bnmt II months ago , bat I wanted his shed for ■ trap to catch tbe 
sly foi Id." 

"Yon seem a most iagenloos petiiot," saidLawton. "Majn 
Dnnwoodle, 1 second the requestof tbis worthy gentleman, and 
erare the office of bestowing tte reward on him and Us fellows." 

"Takeil; — and yon, miserable man, prepare for that &ta 
which will sorely await yon before the setting of to.-morrow's snn." 

"Life dKbti bat little to tempt rae with," saidHarrey, slowly 
raising his eyes, and gazing wildly at the strange faces In the 
oporbnent. 

"Come, wortbjchildrenofAmerlcar' saidLawton, "follow, 
and receive year reward." 

He gang eagerly accepted the Invilaiion, and followed the 
Captain towards tbe qnarters assigned to bis troop. Dnnwoodle 
panseda moment, flnim reluctance to triumph over a fallen foe, 
before he proceeded. 

"Ton bare already been tried, Harvey ffirch; and the Intth 
has proved yon to be an enemy loo dangerous to the liberties of 
America to be suffered to live." 
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"Hm Initti ! ' ochoed Hit pedler, (UrliDB, ind rdring blimclf 
In a manneT Hut disregarded Ihe weight of his pick. 

"Ahl the bulb; jon vere charged with lofterlng near the 
eontlneDlalarmj, togain iDlelUgeDceofllamoTemeDts, and, by 
comnmolcadng them to the Bnemy, to enable bim to frnstraie 
the intentions of Washington." 

"WiUWashlngtonMrso, tbinkyonT" 

"Doobtless be voatd; even tbe jostice of Wadiington con- 
demns yon." 

"No, no, DO," cried tbe pedler, la a voice and with a manner 
that startled Dan woodle; " Washington can see beyond the boUow 
views of pretended patriots. Has be not risked his all on the cast 
ofadle? ff a gallows Is ready for me, was there not one for him 
also? No, no, no, DO— Waahinglon wonld oever Hj, 'Lead 
him to a gallows.'" 

"Have you anything, wretched man, to Drge to die eom- 
maDder-ln-chlef why yon shoald not die?" said the Major, re- 
eovering from the snrprise created by the manner of the other. 

Bireb irembled, (or violent emotions were eonteoding in bis 
bosom. His fhce assnmedtheghastlfpalenessof death, and his 
hand drew a box of tin from the folds of his sbtrl; be opened it, 
showing bythescl that Its contents was a small piece of paper: on 
this docnment bis eye was for an Instant fhed — he bad already 
held It towards Dunwoodie, when snddenly withdrawing big 
band, henelaimed — 

"No — It dies with me; I know the eondlUansofmyserfice, 
and vU! not pnrchase lite wllfa tiieir forfeilare — it dies with me." 

"Deliver that paper, and yon may possibly Bnd hvonr," 
cried Dan woodie, eipectingadiscoveryoflmportance to thecanse. 

"It dies with me," repealed Birch, a Ansh passing over bis 
pallid fea tores, and lighting Ibem with extra ordinary brilliancy. 

"Seiie the Iraitorl" cried the Major, "and wrest the secret 
from bis hands," 

Hie order was Immediately obeyed; bnt the movements of the 
pedler were too qoiek; In an instant he swallowed the paper. The 
officers paused tn ittonishmeni; bnt Ihe surgeon cried eagerly — 

"Holdhim, while I administer an emetic" 
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"ToAearl" said Dnnwoo^s, beAonliig him back nVb Ua 
bind; "If Us crime li gnat, so irQI his punishment Iwhearr." 

"Lead on," cried Iha pcdier, drapplag his pick from his 
•hoolden , add adnDCliig towards the door with a manner of In- 
eomprehensihle dignity. 

"WbliherT" asked Donvoodie, in amaiement. 

"TothfgaUows." 

"No," said the Hajor, recoiling in iiorror at his ovnjostiee 
" Mj inij requites diat I order joa la tw execated , but snrcl j not 
so liaBtiij; talie ontil nine to-momw to prepare for the awftil 
change." 

Dunwoodie whispered liisordersintlMearofaaiibaltem, and 
noiianed to tlie pedler to vltiidrav. The Intermptlon cansed bj 
lliis scene prtTCDted farilier enjoyment aitnuid tlie table , and the 
•fficers diapeiaed to (heb aeveral places of rest. In a short time 
Die oalT Dolse to be heard wai tlie heavy Mad of the s«Dlloel , as 
be paced the btnea ground in Ihnit of the Hotel Flanagan. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

"Tbarora, wkai* diURloKlinnBnti 

Kipnii each giillctm pawbia b! the btcut; 
WhanLgn, ■ii4Ili>p«, and tendai-tiMtMd PUj 



Thk officer to whose keeping Dunwoodle had committed the 
pedler, transferred his charge to the enstody of the regular aergeant 
of thegnard. The gift ofCaplala Wharton had not been loston the 
yootlithl liealenant; and a certain danelng motion that had taken 
possession of ohjects before his eyes, gave blmwamlDg of the ne- 
cesslly of recmlting nature by sleep. After admonishing the noo- 
CMnmisslon edgaardiasofHaneytoomltnowatcbfulnesslns ecor^ 
Ing the prisoner, the youth wrappedhimselfinhls cloak, and, stret- 
ched on a bench before the Bre, soon found the repose he needed. 
Arude shed nicnded the whole length of the rear of the building, 
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■Dd from aSoDa of lu tnds had been puUtioiied a imdl aputingnt, 
that vailnteDdedManpotllor; for DMiijttftkalraMrliBplBBeDti 
of knabandrj. The lairUM time* had, howntr, oeeaaioDed ita 
belngstrippedof ererjlUngof Ttlne; and the searching ejea of 
BeUjFUnagaD lelected thla spot, od berarrlHl, a* the aiorehouse 
for her movables, and* lanctoary for her persan. The spare armi 
and baggage of ibe eoipa hid also been deposited here; and the 
onited treaauTM vere jdiced under the eye of the sentinel who pa- 
raded the shed as a gnardlan of the rear of the headqaarten. A 
secoDd soldier, vho was stationed near the house to protect the 
horses of the oScet* , eould eommand a tiew of the ontside of the 
spartoHDl; and, as It was irllhont whtdoworoatlet ofai^Und, 
eieepttng It* door, the eimslderate sergeant thoa^ tUs the moat 
befitting place in which to deposit his prisoner ontil the moment of 
Ms eiecntion. Several Indocemeots urged Se^eant HolUsler lo 
this determlDalion , among wUeh was the absence of the washei^ 
woman , who lay before the Mtcben flia, dreaming that the eotps 
were attacking ■ part; of the enemf , and mistaking (he noise that 
proceeded from her own Doee for the bogles of the Virginians soDod- 
Ing the charge. Another was the pecnliar opinion (hat the veteran 
entertained of life and deadi , and by which ha was disUDgalshed 
in the eorpfl as a man of moat eienplar; pietj and holiness of life. 
The sergeant was more than fiOj yean of age , and tar half that 
period hg had borne anns. The constant Tccntrence of sodden 
dea^s before his eyes bad prodneed an eOiget ou him dlDering 
greatly from that which was the nsual moral conseqoence of soch 
scenes ; and he bad become not only the most steady, hnt the most 
tnistworlhy soldier In his troop. Captain Lawton had rewarded 
bis fidelity by making him its orderly. 

Followed by Birch , the sergeant proceeded In slhnee to the 
door of the Intended prison, and throwing It open with one hand, 
he held a lantern with tbe other to light the pedler (a his prison. 
Seatii^ himself on a cask that contained some of Betty's bvooiile 
beverage , the sergeanl motioned lo Birth to occDpy another, in tlw 
same manner. The lantern was placed on the Qoor, when the 
dragoon, after loddng Us prisoner steadily in the Ikee, observed — 

"Ton look u If you would meet death like a man j andlhava 
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broo^t ion to a spot where 70D can tranqafll; arrange jmu 
ihoi^ts, and be quiet and andfslQrbed." 

■' T ia B rearfDl place to prepare for the last chaDge in ," said 
Harref , gazing around his little prison with a vacant eje. 

"Why, for tbematterof that," relumed the Teleran, "itcau 
reckan but little , in the great account, where a man parades his 
IhoD^ts tor the last review , so that he flnds them til to pasa the 
muster of another world. 1 have a small book here which I make 
It a point to read a little in whenever we are about to engage, and I 
tind it ■ great sirengthenerio time of need." While spealUng, he 
took a Bible from his pocket, and offered it to the pedjer. Birch 
received the volume with habitual reverence; but there was an ab- 
etraeted air about him, and a wandering of thee je, that induced 
his companion to think that alarm was getting the maslerj of the 
pedler's feelings ; accordingly, he proceeded in what he conceived 
to be the offices of consolation, 

" If anfthing lies heavy on your mind , now is the best time to 
get rid of it — if you have done wrong lo anyone, I promise you, 
on the word of an honest dragoon , to lend you a helping hand to 
see them righted." 

"There are fewwho hive Dotdoneso," said the pedler, turn- 
ingbisvacanlgaie once more on his compaaiou. 

"True — 't is natural to sin — but it aumelimes happens, that 
a man does what at other times he may be sorry for. One would 
not wish to die with a very heavy sin on his conscience, after all." 

Harvey had by this time thoroughly eiamlned the place Id 
whiehhewas to pass the night, and saw no means of escape. Bui 
u hope Is ever the last fueling to desert the humau breast, the 
pedler gave the dragoon more of his attention, Bxing on bis 
snnbumt featoree such searching looks , that Sergeant BoUister 
lowered his eyes before the wild eipression which he met in the 
gun of his piboner. 

" I have been tsogfat to lay the burden of my sins at the feet of 
my Bavtonr ," reidled the pedler. 

"Why, yes — all that is well enongh," retained the other; 
"hot joatice should be done while there is opportunity. There 
have been stirring times in this coontri since die war began , auil 
JU^, 13 
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many have been deprived of tbdrri^tAilgoodc. I oftenliiues fiDd 
It hard to recoDcUe ereo mjlawfiil plunder to a tender conadeiKe.'' 

"These hands," said die pedler, siretching forth bis meagre, 
boDf Si^rs, "have spent years in toil, but not a moment in 
pUTtrlng." 

"It Is veil that ft Is ho," said the honest-hearted soldier; 
"and, no doobl, you now feel it a great consolation. Thereare 
three great sins, that If a man can keep his conscience clear of, 
whf, by the mercy of God , he may hope to pass muster with the 
saints In heaven : they are stealing, mardering, and desertion." 

"Thank God!" said Birch with fervour, "I have never yet 
taken the life of a fellow-creatare." 

"As to killing a man In lawful battle, that is no more than 
doing one's dnty. If the cause is wrong , the sin of snch a deed, 
you know, falls on the nation, and a man receives his pnnishraeot 
here with the rest of the people; but murdering In cold blood 
itands neil to desertion as a crime In the eye of God." 

"I never was a soldier, therefore never conld desert," said 
the pedler, resting his fece on his hand In a melancholy attitude. 

"Why, deberlion consisisof more than quiiUngyoureoIoars, 
though that is certainly the worst iciod; a man may desert his^ 
country in the hour of need." 

Birch buried his face in both his hands, and his whole ftaiue 
shook; the sergeant regarded him doseiy, but good feelings 
soon got the better of his anlipaihles, and be coaUnned more 

"But still thatls a sin which I think may beforgiTNi, if sin-i 
eerely repented of; and ft matters but little when or how a man 
dies, so titat he diet like a Christian and a man. I recommend you 
to say yotir prayen , and then to get some rest , in order that you 
may do both. There is no hope of your being pardoned, forColODcI 
Sinf^etonfaassentdown the most positive orders to take your lifb 
whenever we met you. No — no — nolbing can save yaa." 

"Yon say the tmlh," cried Blrcb. "It is now too late— I 
have destroyed my only safeguard. But he will do my memory 
joatice at leasL" 



. " Wbat saf^aiTdT" 46ked the seigeaot, with awakened cn- 
rlositj. 

"lis DOthing," leplied the pedJer, recovering his natural 
DUDDer, and lowering his face to avoid the earnest looks of his 
companion. 

"And who [she?" 

"Noooe," added Harvej, anxions toHjDoinotei 

"Nothing, and no one, can avail bat little now," Mid the 
sergeant, rising to go; "laj jourself on IheblanketofMra. Fla- 
nagan , and get a UtUe sleep ; I will call jou betimes in the morn- 
ing; and, from the bottom ofmy soul, I wish I could be of some 
service to jou, for 1 dislike greatljr to see a taaa hung up like 
a dog." 

"Hen 70a might save me from (his ignominious death," said 
Birch, springing on his feel, andcalchii^ the dragoon bjthearm, 
— "And, oh! what will I not give joofD reward!" 

"In what jnannerT" asked the sei^ant, looking at bim in 
surprise. 

"See," said the pedler, prodacii^ several guineas 4^om bis 
person; " these are noibiog to wfaailwill give fou, if;ou will as- 
sist me to escape." 

"Were yon the man whose picture Is on the gold, I would not 
listen to sucb a crime ," said the trooper, throwing the monej on 
the floor with contempt. "Go — go — poor wretch, and make 
jour peace with God ; for It is be only that can be of service to yon 

Ilie se^eant look up the lantern , and, with some indignalton 
In his manner, he left the pedler lo sorrowM meditations on bis 
approaching fate. Birch sank, in momentary despair, on the pallet 
of Betty, while bis guardian proceeded to give the necessary in- 
stniclions to the sentinels for his safe keeping. 

HolUster concluded his injunctions to the man In the shed, by 
saying, "Yonr life will depend on his not escaping. Lei none 
enter or quit the room till momiDg," 

"But," said the trooper, "my ordersare, to let tlie washer- 
woman pats in and out, as she pleases." 

"Well, lelberlbea; bni be careful thai this wily pedlei doet 
13» 
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not get oDt Id the folds of her pfiUlcoals." He then continued 
his walk, ^Ting similar orders to each of tb« senUoela near (he 

For some time after the departare of die sergeant, sUenu pre- 
vailed wiihin the solitary prisoo of the pedler, nolil the dragoon at 
his door heard his loud breathings, which soon rose into the regu- 
lar cadence of one In a deep sleep. The man continued walking his 
post, musing on on indifference U> life which conid tUow nature its 
customary rest, evenonthe thresholdofthegrave. Harvey Birch 
had, howerer, been a name too long held in detestation by every 
man in the corps, to suffer any feelings of commisentloit to mingle 
with these reflections of the sentinel; for, notwithstanding die 
consideration and kindness manifested by the sergesnt, there pro- 
bably was not anoUier man of his rank In the whole party who would 
hare discoTcred equal bencTolence to the prisoner, orwhowonld 
nothare Imitated the veteran In rejectingthe bribe, althoagh pro- 
bably from a less worthy motive. There was something of disap- 
pointed vengeance In the feelings of the man who watched the door 
of the room on finding his prisoner enjoying a sleep of which he 
himself was deprived, and at his exhibiting such obvious Indiffe- 
rence to the utmost penalty that military rigour could Inflict on all 
his treason to the canee of liberty and America. Uore than once he 
fellprompted to dislarb the repose oftbe pedler by taunts and re- 
vilings; but the discipline he was under, and a secret sense of 
shame at the brutality of the act, held him In subjection. 

His meditations were, however, soon Interrupted by the ap- 
pearance of the washerwoman , who came staggering through the 
door Iliat commnnicated with the kitchen, muttering eiecrationa 
against the servants of the ofBeers, who, by their waggery , had 
disturbed her slumbers before the fire. The sentinel understood 
enough of her maledictions to comprehend the case; but all his 
effbrts to enter inio conversation with fbe enraged woman , were 
useless , and he suffered her to enter her room without explaining 
that it contained another Inmate. The noise of her huge IHme fall- 
ing on the bed was succeeded by a silence that was soon interrupted 
by the renewed respIratioD of the pedler , and within a few mlDutes 
Harvey continued to breathe alond, as If aolntermptlon hadoo< 
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enrred. The relief arriTed at IUb moment, neseotliiel, who fell 
nettled at the contempt of (he pedler, after commuolcttlng his 
order*, while he waa retiring, exclaimed to his successor — 

"Toumaj keep fonrseif warm bj dandng, John; the pedler 
spf has tnoed hisBddle, yon hear, and itwil!notbeloiigli«fore 
Bettf will strike op, Inherliim." 

The ji^e was followed b j ■ general laagh from the partf , who 
marched on in (be performance of (heir dot;. At thla Instaat the 
door of the prison was opened , and Bett; r&-appeared , staggering 
back again towards her former quarters, 

"Stop," said the sentinel , catching her bj her clothes ; "are 
fonsmwlhespj is not in jour pocket?" 

"Can't jon hear the rascal snoring in mj room, jon dirtj 
blsckgnsrdl" spattered Bettj, her whole Irame shaking with rage; 
"audisitso jeewoaldssTTeadacenlfamBle, tbataman mustbe 
pnt to sleep in (lie room wid her, jee rapscallion?" 

"Pooh! do jroa mind a fallow who's to be hanged in the moni- 
Ing? joo see he sleeps alradjr; to-morrow he 'II take a longer 
nap." 

" Hands olT, jee Tillaln," cried the washerwoman, relinqolshlng 
a small bottle that the trooper had succeeded in wresting from her. 
"BuiI'ligotoCaptaln Jade, and know ifit's orders to put a bang- 
gallows spj in mj room ; ay, evenlnmywidow'dbed, jontief." 

"Silencs, old Jezebel," said the fellow with a langh, taking 
the bottle from his mouth to breathe, "orfon will wake the gen- 
tleman — would jon disturb a man in hia last sleep?" 

"1 11 awake Captain Jack, jon reprobals villain, and bring 
him here to see me righted; be will punish jee all, for imposing 
onadacentwldow'dbodj, joumaranderl" 

With these words , which onlj extorted a langh from the sen- 
tinel, Bett; staggered round the end of the building, and made the 
best of berwaj towards (he quarters of her favourite. Captain John 
Lawton, in search of redress. Neither the officer nor the woman, 
however, appeared during (be night, and nothing further occur- 
red to distnrh the repose of (be pedter, who, to (be astonishment 
of (be different senUoels, eoniinned by his breathing to manifest 
bow little the gallows could affecl his slumbers. 
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CHAFTER XVllI. 

" A Dulal MB« to JndnuBE I jt, aDaBlall — 
«!» T*nng JB<I(< , baw 4a I kananr tk*« I " 

MtrduaH ef Viuct. 

The aklnuers followed Captain LntoD with alacritf, tomrds 
Uie qnarlen occupied bfihe troop of that gentleman, nie Captain 
of dragoons had on all occasions nanlltoted so mach leal for the 
cause In which he was engaged, was so regardless of personal 
danger when opposed to die enemy, and his stature and stern 
coantenance eontribnted so mnch to render him terrific, that these 
qnalities had, in some measare, procured him a reputation distinct 
from the corps in which he served. His inlrepiditr was mistaken 
for ferocitr; and his bas^ zeal, forihe natural loTe of cmeltj. Oo 
the other hand, a few acts af clemency, or, more properly speaking, 
of discriminating justice, had, with one portion of the communis, 
acquired for Dunwoodie the characterofnndue forbearance. II Is 
seldom that either popular condemnation or popular applause bUs, 
euctly In the quautlties earned, where it is merited. 

While in the presenceof the Major, the leader of the gmg bad 
fblt himself under Ilial restraint which vice must erer experience in 
the company of acknowledged virtue; but having left tlie house, 
he at once conceived that he was under (he protection of a con- 
genial s^rit. There was a gravity In the meaner of LawtoD, that 
dectived most of those who did not know him Indmately; and it 
was a common saying in his troop, "that iriien the Captain 
laughed, he was sure to pnoish." Drawing near his conductor, 
therefore , the leader commenced a confidential dialogue — 

"T is always well for a man to know his friends from his 
enemies," said the halt-licensed freebooter. 

To this piefatory observation the Captain made no other reply 
than a sound , which the o^er Interpreted into assent. 

"1 suppose Major Dunwoodie has the good opinim of Wash- 
InglonT" continued the skinner, In a tone that rather expressed 
a doubt than asked a question. 

"Here are some who think so." 

"Many of the Griends of Congress in this county," the man 
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proMeded, "wlah the hone «u ledbj tome other oBeer; Tor 
mf part, If I eonld onljbe covered bj a troop now uid then, I 
eoold do manj an importut piece of serrlce to the cause, to wMeh 
Ibis capture of the pcdler wonld be a trifle." 

" Indeed! socb as what?" 

"For the matter of that, it could be madaas proBtableto the 
olBeer as it vonld be to oairbodidft," said the skiaaer, nith I 
look of the most slgnlfieant meaaing. 

"But how?" asked Lawton, a little impatient];, and qnickeu- 
iDg hia step to get oat or ibe hearing of the rest of the part j. 

"Whj, near the roral lioes, even under the verjgoiis of the 
heights , might be good picking if we had a force to guard us from 
De Laocej's * men , and to corer our retreat from lieing cnt off 
bj the waj of Ejng's-bridge." 

" I thought the Befugees took all thai game to themselTea," 

"The; do a little at It; bnt the; are obliged to he sparing 
among their own people. 1 bare been down twice, under an 
agreement with tbem: the &ral time Ihe; acted with hononr; but 
tbe second Ihef came npon us and drove as off, and took the 
plunder to themselves." 

"That was t very dishonoarable act. Indeed; I wonder thai 
an bononrable man will associate with each rascals." 

"It la necesaaij to have an understanding with some of them, 
or we might be taken ; bnt a man without bononr is worse than a 
hrute. Do 700 think Major Dnnwoodie Is tobe tmsled?" 

• Thi piitlian enrpl, ullcil Caw.koji In tti* pirluea of tht 
■oniitr;, wu eamnaBcliil ij ■ Cslsnal D« Lance;. Thli gantltmin, 
tar nch ha «H t; birth and educatiaa, randared hlaieU tmj edioni tg 
tha AKaricam by Mi fancied croelty, tbongh thcri ii ns sTldaaca of hii 
baisE inilt; of an; aeti naaanal In thia ipicici af vaifara. 

Calaaal Da Lanfay bdonged to afaailij af tha klghrit eauaqnnca 
in thaAMaricanuloniei, hi* nntla haling diad in tbtadaiiaiitntinn of 
tha goianaant af that nf New Totk. He •hanld nnt be confannded nith 
nlhar lantlaaen n( hie D*ne inil Family, man)> o( whan laned In tbe 
tDTtlamr. HlicmuiB, CnlnnelOliieiDe Lance; , use, atthatlMesf 
BBt tale, adJHlut. general of the BilUili fsrcea in Anarlea, haling 
tnr«Mded to tha nnfortnnate Auiri. The Cow-be;a were lometiata 
eilioi Rsfngeee, In cenieqaenea of Ibeir haring taken refuge aaln 
the pretectian af the crevn. 
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*< You meio oa hononnUe prlneiplesl " 

*'CerUiD]f ; ;oa know Ainold wu tboughl well of unUI tb« 
njii major vis taken." 

"Whj, I do not bdleTe DiiDwoodie «onld sell his command 
as Atd old wished to do; neither dol think him eiacUjtrualvorthjr 
Id a delicate bosiuess like this of yonrs." 

"That's josl my notion," rajolDed the skinner, iriih a self- 
approving manner that shoved how macb he vas aatiafled with his 
ovn estimate at eluraeter. 

By this time they had arriTcd at a better sort of Rurm-housc, 
the very extensive oul-^nildiogs of which were ia tolerable repair, 
for the limes. Hie iMmg were occupied by the men of the troop, 
while the horses were arranged under the long sheds which pro- 
tected the yard from the cold north wind. The latter vere quietly 
eating, with saddles on their hacks, and bridles thrown on 
their necks, ready to be bitted and moDOIed at the GborlesI 
warning. Lawtoo excused himself for a moment, and entered his 
quarters. He soon relumed, holdinginhishandoneof the com- 
monstable-lanterns, and led the way towards a large orchard that 
snTTonnded ^le buildings on three sides. The gang followed the 
trooper insilence, believing his object tobebdlily ofcommnnlca- 
ting further on this interesting topic , without the danger of being 
OTerheard. 

Approaching (he Captain , the skinner renewed the discourse, 
with a viev of eslabUshing further confidence, and of giving his 
companion a more foTourable opinion of his ovn Intellects. 

"Do you think the coloniea will finally get the better of the 
king?" he enquired, with a Utile of the Importance of a poUtlelan. 

"Get the belter!" echoed the Captain, with Impeinoaily — 
then checking himself, becontinued, '■ no donbt they will. Ifihe 
French will ^ve ns arms and money , ve can diire out the royal 
troops in six months. " 

"Well, so I hope ve shall soon ; and ihui ve shall have a ftM 
goremment, andve, vho flght tor it, villgetonrrevaTd." 

"Oh!" cried Lavton, "your claims will be Indisputable; 
while all these vile Tories vho Un at home peaceably , to lake can 
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ofdielrbnufl, viH beheld Id Ibe eoatempt Uiei merit. Touhan 
no Sum, IsapposeT" 

"Hot jet— bot It wUI go hud tr I do not find one beTora the 
peace Is made." 

"Bight; sladj joar ova ioieresta, and job Bind j the loteresls 
of jrooreoanli;; press the point of jonr own Benices, and rail at 
the Toties , and I'll bet m; spurs a^nst a nulj nail that jou get 
to be a eonntj clerk at least." 

"Don't joa think Pauldlng'B* party were fools in not letting 
the rojsl adjntanl-general escapeT" said the man, thrown oShis 
gDBrdbjths bvedomofthe Captain's maQDer. 

"Foolsl" wied Lawton, with a bitter langh; "ay, fools 
Indeed ; King George would have paid them better, for he is richer. 
He voald have nude thtm gentlemen for their lives. Bnt, tbink 
God 1 there Is a pervading spirit in the people that seems miraco- 
lons. Men who have nothing act as If the wealth of the Indies de- 
pended CD their Qdelitj ; all are not villains like fonrself , or we 
should have been sla?eB to England years ago." 

"How!" etclaimed thesmnDcr, slartiagback, anddropping 
his mnsket to the level of the oUwr's breast; " am I betrayed , and 
are you my enemy t " 

"Hiscreentl" shouted Lawton, his eahre rin^g initssieel 
scabbard, as he struck the mnskel of the Teilow from hie handsi 



"AndjoDwIU notpayns, then, Captain Lawton T" said the 
skiimer, trembling In every joint, for just then he saw t party of 
moanled dragoons sllenily encircling the whole party. 

"OhI pay yon; yes, yon shall have the full measure of your 
reward. There is the money tliat Colonel Siagleton sent down for 
the captors of the spy," tbrowiug a bag of guineas with disdain at 

• The anlkot aott hiv* iitsiidH iobs annilDn M u IndivHiuI, 
vMch b taa tB»l t* it updintaad by tfac giHrd nmitr. 

Anlrti u li *«ll knoini, *■■ arraitid tj Ihrea wmntrjiHa , ybn 
vara bb tb* laak-oot for praditaij pKitla* af tha ananTi tlit piineipal 
■■■ of tbii partT vu iKBad pKnldtDg. Tlia ditlatarc.lad maniicT ii 
wkiak Ilia; nrnaad tba ttffan af thair wptiv* i* aaltar »f bUiorf, 
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Um otfan'fl feel. " But ground tout aniiB , joa rascals , and sM 
Ihat the mooej f s trul} told." 

Ttw iDttmldaled band did m the; wen ordered ; lod While they 
vera eagerly emplojed In this pleasing BTOcitlon, a Tew of Lawton's 
men prlTalal j knocked the flints ont of tfaelr maskets. 

"Well," cried the impatinl Captain, " Is it right — hiTe ;oa 
the promised rewardt " 

"TherelsJDSI themonej," said the leader; "aadwewillnow 
go to our homes, with your permission.** 

"Iloldl so much to redeem our promise — now for justice; 
we par TOO for tailing s spy , but weponUhyoutbrbanilng, rob- 
bli^;, and mtirdering. Selie them, my lads, and gire each of 
them the law ofHoses-!- forty, save one." 

TUs command was given to no onwilling listeners ; and in the 
twinkling of an eye the skinners were stripped and fastened , by 
the halters of the parly, to as many of the apple-trees as were ne- 
cessary to tbmisb one to each of the gai^. Swords were qnicUy 
drawn, and fifty branches were cnt from the trees, like magic: 
from these were selected a fhwoflhe most snpple of the twigs, and 
a willing dragoon was soon found to wield each of the weapons. 
Captain Lawton gave the word , hnmanely cautioning his men not 
to mceed the dlsdpiine prescribed by the Mosaic law, and the 
nprosr ofBabel commenced tn the orchard. Hh cries of the leader 
were easily t^be distinguished above tbose of his men; acircum- 
Btsnee which might be accounted for, by Csptain Lawton's remind- 
ing his corrector that he had to deal with an officer, and he should 
remember and pay him nnnsnal honour, Ihe Oagellation was 
eiMuted with great neatness and despatch, and it was distin- 
guished by no irregnlarity , eicepUng that noneof IhedlseipllDa- 
rians began to count ontil they had tried theinriiipsbya dozen or 
more blows , by the way , as they said themselves , of finding out 
the proper places to strike. As soon as this summaTy operation 
was satis faclorlly completed , Lawton directed his men to leave the 
skinners to replace their own clothes , and to mount their horses ; 
for they were a party who had been detached for the purpose of 
patrolling lower down in the eotui^. 
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"Ton see, mjfrfcnd " uM the CapUin lo the leader of the 
Bklmiers, BfterhehadprepsndhiniHlttodeput, "I eu eonr 
jmi to tome purpose tibta nactmtrj. U ve meet often yen will 
be corend with Kan, iriiich. If not nrj hratonnble, viU at 
least be merited." 

Hie feDov made do replj. He wai bnsj with his masbel, 
and hastening his comrades to march ; when , eTerj thing being 
readf, they proceeded snllenlj towards some rocks, at no great 
distance, which were oTeriiung bj a deep wood. The moon was 
Just rising, and the gronp of dragooos coold easiljbe distinguished 
where the; Iiad been left. Suddenly lumiDg, the whole gang 
leveUed their pieces and drew the tr^gers. The action was Dottced, 
and the snapping of the locks was heard b; the soldiers, whore- 
taned their ftallle attempt with a laugh of derision , the Captain 
crjing aloud — 

"Ahl rascals, Iknewjou, and liave taken away jour Qtnis." 

"Toa shonldhaTe taken awa; that in my pouch too," shouted 
(he leader, firing his gun in the neit instant. The bullet grated 
the ear of Lawton , who laughed as he shook his head , saying, 
"Amisawasasgoodas a mile." One of the dragoons had seen 
the preparations of the tkinner — who had been left alone by the 
rest of bis gang , as soon as they had nude Iheir abortlTe attempt 
at revenge — and was in the act of plunging his spun Into hishorae 
as the fellow Sred. The distance to the rocks was bat small , yet 
the speed of the horse compelled the leader to abandon both money 
and mnsket, to effect his escape. The soldier returned with his 
priies , and offered them to the acceptance of his Ciplsln ; but 
Lawton rejected them, telling the man to retain them himself, 
onto the rascal appeared in person to claim his property. It would 
have been a business of no small difficulty fbr any tribunal then 
existing in the new states to have enforced a rastltntion of the 
money; for it was shortly after most equitably distributed, by the 
haodsof SergeantHDliister, among a troop of horse. The patrol 
departed , and the Captain slowly returned to his quarters , with 
an intention of retiring to rest. A figure moving rapidly among 
the trees in the dlreetiwi of the wood , irtiither the sUnners bad 
retired, ean^tUa eye, and, wheeling on hia heel, theeaDtioni 
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^rtiuD approached It, and la hia istoalahment saw th« wssb«i» 
voman at that honr af night , and bi sacb a place. 

"What, Belly! iralkinfi ia jour sleep, or dreaming while 
awake," cried the trooper; "are yon Dolafiild of meeting with ike 
ghost of ancient Jean J in (his her favoDrite pasltinf " 

"Ah, eare, Captain Jack," returned the sutler in her DitlTfl 
accent, and reeling In a nuDoer that made It difficult for her to 
ralseherhetd, " it's not Jeony, orher ghost, thatl'msaaUng, 
but Bome yarbs for the wounded. And its the vartne of the rising 
moon, as Ujist tenches them, ihatlwant. They grow under yon 
rocks, and I must hasten, or the charm will lose lis power." 

"Fool, yon are filter for your pallet than for wandering among 
those rocks; a foil ^m one of them would break your bones; 
besides, the skinners have Qed to those heights, and should you 
fall in with them, they would revenge on yon a sonnd flagging they 
bate just received from me. Better return, old woman, and 
finish your nap ; we march in the morning." 

Betty disregarded his advice , and coatinoed her devtous route 
to the bill side. For an instant, as Lawton mentioned the skin- 
ners, she had paused, hut immediately resuming her course, 
she was soon out uf sight, among the trees. 

As the Captain entered his quarters, the senlinel at the door 
enquired if he had met Mrs. Flanagan , and added that she had 
paMed there, filling the air with threats against her tormentors at 
the "Hotel," and enquiring for the Captaiu in search of redress. 
LawtoD heard the mau iit astonishment — appeared struck with a 
new idea ^ — walked several yards towards the orchard, audretDmed 
again; forseveral minutes he paced rapidly, to and fro, before the 
door of the house, and then hastily entering it, he throw Umselfoa 
a bed in his clothes , and was soon In a profound sleep. 

In the meantime, the gang of marauders had auccesafkilly 
gained tbefiummitofthemcks, and, BCatieringiQCTery diraction, 
UieybDriedihemselvesin the depths of the wood. Finding, how- 
ever, there was no porauit, which Indeeed would have been im- 
practicable for horse , the leader ventured to call his band together 
with a whistle, and In a abort time he succeeded in collecting his 
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diKomfll«d parly , d a pofat where the; bad bat U Ule to appnlieiid 
from iDj enemf . 

"Well," said one of die fellom, while a Qre was lighting U> 
protect them agatnsi the atr , which wat becaming HT«rely cold, 
"tbereisaDendtooarbasineaa to Wcst-Chesler. The Tlrglnia 
horse will soon nuke the eonnty too hot to hold ds." 

"1 11 hare bis blood," muttered the leader, "If I die for It the 
neit Initant." 

"Oh, fon an Tery Taliaat, here. In the wood," erjed the 
other, wtthaaaTagelaiigbj "wfaf did yon, who boast ao much of 
yooralm, misa your man, atthirtyyardaT" 

"Twaa the horseman that distoiiMd me, or 1 would have 
ended Ihla Captain Lawton on the spot; besides, the eoldhadset 
■DC a shlTerJng , and I had do longer a steady hand." 

"Say it was fear, and yoq wiU tell nolle," said Us comrade 
wilhatneer. "Formypart, I think I shall nerer be cold again; 
my back bums as ifa IhonsaDd gridirons were laid on It." 

"And yon would tamely aohmlt to anch usage, and kiss the 
rod Ibat beat yon?" 

"As for klatlng the rod, K would be do easymatler. Mine 
was broken into so small pieces, on my own shoolders, that It 
would be dilDcult to find one big enongh to Uss;bnt I woald rather 
submit tohisehalfmyskln, than to lose the whole of It, wlthmy 
ears in the ba^ln. And such will be out fktes, Ifwe temptthU 
mad Vlifiolan agalo. God willing, I would at anytime give him 
enough of my hide to make a pair of jackboots, to get out of his 
hands with the remainder. If yoa had known when you were well 
off, yoa would have atnck to Major Dunwoodte , who don't know 
half so much of our evil doinp." 

"MIence, you talking fool!" shouted the enraged leader; 
" jour prating Ir anfflcleat to drive a man mad ; Is il not ema^ to 
ke roMied and beaten , butwemnstbetormenledwilhyonr fottyt 
— Ikelp to get out the provisions , If anyls leftlnthewillet, and 
try and stop ywr month with food." 

This InjnnctiMi was obeyed, and the whole party, amidft 
sundry groans and eontoiHons , eielted by the disordered state ^ 
Ihclr baeks , mad* their arrangementa for a scanty meal. A larg« 
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fice of tltj wood wu bntnlngfai the cleft of a rock, uiduleiigdi 
they began to reeorerfirom the confbtion of Iheir flight, and to col- 
lect their scattered senses. Iheir bni^er being appeased, and 
DUDf of their garments thrown adde far the belter opportuDity of 
dresdog their wonods, (he gang began to plot measures of rerenge. 
An hour was spent in this manner, and varioos eipedioits were 
proposed , bnt as the; ■!) depended on personal prowess for their 
success, and were attended by great dinger, tbejwere of course 
rejected, niere was no possibUltj of approacbbig the troops by 
SQrprise, their vigUaoce being ever on the watch; and the hope ttt 
meeting Captain Lawton , awij ^m his men , was equally foriom, 
fer the uoi^er was constantly engaged In his duty , and his move- 
ments were so rapid , that any opportonity of meetiog with him at 
all must depmd grMfly on accident. Besides, it was by no n«ans 
certain, that sndi an interview would result happily for tbeoiselTes. 
Hie conning of the trooper was notorious; and rough and broken 
IB was West-Chester, the feariess partisan was known to tike de- 
spertteleaps, end stone wdlswerebatsli^t impedimenls to the 
charger of the Southern horse. Gradually, the conrersation took 
another direction, until the gang determined on a plan which 
should both revenge themselves , and at the same lime offer some 
additional sUmnlns to their eierilons. The whole business was ae- 
euraiely discussed, the time Died, and the manner adopted; in 
short, uotblug waa wanting to the prevloos arrai^ement tor this 
deedofvillany, when they were aroused by a voice ealliog aloud — 

"This way. Captain Jack — here are the rascals eeUng bya 
fire — this way , and murder the thieves where Ihey sit — qnkk, 
lave your horses aud shoot your pistols ! " 

This terrific summons was enough todlslurh all the philosophy 
of the gang. Springing on their feet, they rushed deeper into the 
wood, and bsYti^ already agreed apan a place of rendeivaos pre- 
viously to their intended eipeditlan , they dispersed towards the 
four quarters of the heavens. Certain soimds and dlflerent voices 
were heard calling to each other, but as the marauders were weH 
trained to speed of foot, they were soon lost In the distance. 

it was not long before Betty Flanagan Nnerged from the dark- 
ness , and very cooUy took possMsion of what the skinners had hU 
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behind tbem; tuuael}, food and dinn ulIdM of drau. Tbe 
wuhsnromiD delibcntelj seiled henelf, ud nuda ■ mul with 
I^CBt ipparent Hiigraciion. For an honr, she sat with her head 
apan her hand. Id deep mnehig; Ihen she gathered logeUicr nidt 
artielea of the clothes, as seemed to suit her fuicj, and ratlrad into 
the wood, leaving tlu Ore lothrav its gUmmeringlifbt on tlie ad- 
jacent rocka, nntil its last brand died awaf , and the place vas 
abandoned to solitude and daiiiaess. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Nb iHgai th« pgtplci tka bMUt — 
WbH tb«skti tomsnl, tha Ant an b«t) 
■TiiBUtor>> 't )■ daktb to itar 
A«a>, to Dm, haita sway. 

Vmptami Imm Song. 

Whilr hii coniradea WBie sleeping, fn perfect Ibrgetftilness of 
their hardships and dangers,, the sluml>en of Dunwoodie wera 
brokea and unqnfel. After spending a night of restlessness , he 
arose uDreCreshed, from the rude bed irfaere be liad thrown hituself 
In his clolhes , and without awaking an; of the gronp around him, 
he wandered Into tbe open air Id search of reUef. The soil rays of 
the moon were jast passing away in the more distinct li^t of the 
mornhig ; the wind had fallen , and the rising mists gave the pro- 
miss of another of those auuunnal daja, wMch, la this anstable' 
climate, succeed a tempest, with the npld transltioos of magic. 
The hour had not arrived irtien be intended moving from his pro- 
sent position ; and willing to allow Us warriors all the refivshment 
that circumstances would permit, he strolled towards the scenes of 
the sbiaaers' punishment, musing upon the embarrusmeats of his 
situation, and nnceriaia how he should recontile hi* sense of doty 
with liis love. Although Dunwoodie himselfptaeedllu most Im- 
plicit reliance on the Captain's purit} of intention , be\as by no 
means assured that a board of officers would be equally credolous ; 
and. Independently of all feelings of private rqiaid, he felt certain. 
that with the eiecntion of Benr; would be destroyed all hopes of a 
union with his sister. He had despatched an otBcw, lite prfr<- 
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cedtngeveidog, to Colonel Bingletoii , wbowai lacamnundofthe 
tdviDCed posts, reporting (he ciptnreoftbsBrilisbCapUlii, and, 
•ftcr ^ring hli own opinion of his Innocence, requesting orders as 
to the Dtanner fn wUdi he was to dispose of his prisoner. These 
orders might be eipected ererj hour, and his uneasiness jocreased. 
Id proportion •• the momeDl approached when bis Mend might be 
remoredtkmn his protection. In this disturbed state of mind, the 
Major wandered through the orchard , and was stopped hi his wallt 
bj arriving at the base of those roclu which had protected the skin- 
ners In their flight, before be was consdona whither bis steps had 
carried iilm. He was about to turn , and retrace his path to bis 
quarters when he was startled by a Tolce, bidding blm — 

"Stand or die 1" 

Dunwoodle turned in amazement, and bebeld the Bgnre of a 
man placed at a illlle distance aboTe him on a shelrlng rocit, wlUi a 
musket lerelled at himself. The ligbtwas notjetenffldenlljpower- 
tal to reach the recesses of that ^oomj spot, and a second look was 
necessary befbre he diseorered, lohis aslonbhment, that the pedler 
stood before him. Comprehending, In an instant, the danger ofhls 
silnatlon, and disdaining to Implore mercf, or to retreat, bad the 
Utter been possible , the ;fonth cried firmly — 

"If lam to be murdered. Are; I will never become yonr pri- 
■ soner." 

"No, Htijor Dunwoodie," aaldBIrch, lowering hit mnaket, 
"itlsneithermy intention to capture, nor to slay." 

"Wbat then would you bare, mysterioosbelngT" saldDDn-- 
woodie, hardly able to persuade himself that the form he saw was 
not a creature of the Imaginitloii. 

"Tour good opinion," answered the pedler, with emotion, 
"Iwonidwlshallgaodmen to judge me with lenity." 

"To yon It mtiat be Indifferent what may be the judgment ol 
men; for^useemtobebeyond the reach oftheirsentenee." 

" God spares the liret of his serrants to his own time ," tald 
the pedler, solemnly: "a few hours ago I wis yonr prisoner, utd 
threatened with the gallows; now yon are mine; but. Major 
Dunwoodle, yon are free. There are men abroad who would treat 
}oo less kindly. Of what serriee would that sword be to yon 
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sgainst loj weapoit and a steadj haodl Tike the advice of ona 
who bis oerer binned you, and iidio never vVi. Do.not Inist 
foonelf In Ibe sklits ot anf wood , nnlesa in company and 
monnted." 

"And have jon comrades, wbo have ualsled yoD to escape, 
and who are less geDerona thta jonfself? " 

"No— no, Ian alone truly — none know me bnt ray God 
and He." 

"Aadwhol" asked the Major, with in interest he eonldnot 
control. 

"None," conliaued the pedler, recovetlng hla compoanre. 
"Botsuchlaaotyoorcase, Major DuDWOOdie; yoa are young and 
happy; there are those that are dear to yon, and aneh are not liu 
away — danger is near them yon lore most — danger within and 
without; doohle yoar watclifidness — stmiglheifyonrpalrala — 
and be silent. With your opinion of me, should 1 tell yoa more, 
yon would suspect an ambush. Bnt remember and guard them 
yoD love best." 

The pedler discharged the musket io the ilr, and llirewltat 
thercetofhisastonishedaaditor. When surprise and thesmoke 
sulTered Donwoodie to look again on tlie rock where he liad stood, 
the spot was vacant. 

The youth was aroused from the stupor , which hid been 
created by tliis strange scene ,' by the [rampliag of horses., and the 
sound of the bugles. Apilroi was drawn to the spot by the report 
of tlie musket, and the ilinn haAcen given to the corps. Without 
entering into my eiplanation wilb his men, the Major relnraed 
quickly to his quarters, where he found the whole squadron nnder 
arms, in battle amy, Impatiently awaiting the appearance of tlieir 
leader. The olBcer whose duty it was to superintend such matters, 
bad directed a party to lower the sign of the Hotel Flanagan, and 
the post was already arranged for the eiecnUon of the spy. On 
helling from iheMajor that the musket was dlschai^ed hy himself, 
aodwasprobably one of those dropped by the skinners (for by this 
time DuDwoodie had Icamt tbc punishment inDlcted by Liwton, 
but chose to conceal bis own inieniew with Birch), bis officers 
^u^esled the propriety of eieeuHag their prisoner before ihej 
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marched. Unable to believe Hut all he bad seen was not a droam, 
llonwoodle, folloved b; manj of bis oIHeera, and preceded by 
Sei^ant HoQister, went to tbe place whlcb was supposed to 
contain the pedler. 

"Well, Sir," Mid the Major to the sentinel who gnarded ihe 
door, "ItrastjonhaTe jOQTi^soneriiissfet;." 

"He la jet asleep," npUed Ihe man, "and be makes such a 
noise, I could hardlj bear tbe bogles sonnd Ihe alarm." 

"Open tbe door and bring him forth." 

The order was obejed; but, to the uUer amatement of the 
honest Teteran «bo entered tbe prison , be found the room In no 
little disorder — the coat of the pedler, where his bodj ought to 
hayebeen, and part of the wardrobe of Betty scattered In disorder 
on the Door, The washerwoman bertelf oecnpled the pallet, in 
profound mental obHriao, clad as when last seen, excepting a 
Utile black bonnet, which she so constanllT wore, that It was com- 
monlj thODghl she made it perfonn tbe donbie duly of both day 
and night cap. The noise of their entrance, and the eidama lions 
of the party, awoke the woman. 

"Isltthe breakfast that's wantlngT" saidBetty, ruhbingbcr 
eyes; "(Utb, yee look as if yee would ate myself — bntpaliencea 
little, darlings, indyee'ilseeslchaf^asneverwas." 

"Fry!" echoed the Sergeant, forgetTal of his religious philo- 
sophy, and the presence of bis officers; "we'll have yon roasted, 
Jetebcl ! — you'Te helped that dsfin'd pedler to escape." 

"Jeiebel back agin in your teeth, and damn'd pedler too. Mis- 
ter Sai^eant," criedBetty, who was easily ronsed ; "whathavel 
lodo wilhpedlers, orescapesf 1 might have been a pidler's lady 
and worn my silks, ifl'dbadSawnyMTwill, instead of tagging at 
the heels of a parcel of dragooning rapscallions, who don't know 
how to Irate a lone body with daceacy." 

"The fellow has left my Bible," said the retetan, taking the 
book from the Door; "jnsleadof spending bis time in reading it, 
to prepare for his end, like a good Chrlstiau , he has been busy in 
labouring to escape." 

"And who vould slay and be hanged like a dog? " cried Betly,' 
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b^glDDing to comprefaend the case ; " 't Isn't every one that's born 
toDneetwilhsichaniDd — likejourself. Mister Hollialer." 

"Silencel" Bdd Sanvoodie. "This must be eaqnired Into 
closelj, gcDdemen; there Is no ontlet but Uie door, andlherehe 
cauldnot pass, uoless (be sentliieleaDDived at his escape, ntvia 
■sleep on his post : — call ap the guard." 

As these men were not paraded, cnrloGlty bad already drawn 
them to the place, and ihej one and all, \ri(b(heeiceptioDofhlm 
berore mentioned, denied thai any person bed passed out. The In- 
diridaal la question acknovledijed (hit Betty bad gone by bjm, but 
pleaded his orders In JDStlllcaUoD. 

"Tod lie, yea (let — yoaliol" shouted Betty, vhohadimpa- 
Uentiy listened to hlseieulpaUon; "vDuld yee slanderlze a lone 
woman , by saying she walks a cnmp at midnight ! — Here have I 
been slaeping the long night , swaatly as the sacking babe." 

"Here, Sir," said tbe Bergeant, tumiagrespeclTully loOuo-' 
woodie, "is something written In my Bible that was not in it be- 
fore; for having no family to record, I would never sntTer any 
scribbling In Ibe sacred book." 

One of the olBcers read alond — "These eertlfy, that if 
snfrered toget free. It isbyGod'shelp alone. In whose 
dlvloe aid 1 humbly ricommlnd myself. I'm forced to 
lake the woman's clothes, but in her pocket is a rl- 
ComplQse. - Witness my hand — Harvey Birch." 

"What!" roaredBcKy, "has the tief robbed a lone woman of 
her allt — bang him — catch him and haog him, Major; Iflbere's 
liw or justice in the land." 

"Eumlneyonrpockel," saidoneof Uie jouugsters, whowas 
enjoying Ihe aceoe , careless of tbe conseqaences. 

"Ah! faltb," cried the washerwomau, producing a guinea, 
"bulheisajewelafapidler! Long life and a brisk trade to hfm, 
say I; he Iswilcome tolbednds — and if he is ever banged, many 
a bigger rogne will go free." 

Dmiwoodie turned to leave tbe aparlment, and be saw Captain 

LawlOD standing with folded arms, contemplating tbe scene In a 

profoand silence. His uiannerso different from his usual impe- 

Itioslty and leal , slrnck bis commander as singular. Their eyes 
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met, and thej walked togelherfora few mtoules Id cIosocoDTeraa- 
tioD, when DoDWOodie TctnTDed, and dismissed Ihe guard to (heir 
place of rendezvous. Sergeant HoUislcr, ho weTer, eoniiDued aloof 
with Beltj, who, haviog found Done or her rcstmeDis disturbed bill 
such as the gu I oea more than paid for, was in high good hamour. 
The washerwoman had for a long time looked on the veteran with 
the eyes of affection ; and she bad determined within hetseir to re- 
move certain delicate objections which bad long embumased ber 
peculiar siluatloD, as respected the corps, bf making the SerBeaot 
the successor ot her late husband, Tor some time past the trooper 
badsecmed to Datter this preference; andBettj, concelTlDg that 
ber violence might hsTfl mortiQed her suitor, waa determined to 
make him all the amends In her power. Besides , rongh and un- 
couth as she was, the washerwoman had stUl enoDgh of Ibe sei to 
know that the moments of rccoDcUlatlon were the monaents of 
power. She thcretore poured ont a glass of her morning beverage, 
and handed it to her companion as a peaco-olTering. 

"A few warm words between frinds are a trifle, jee must be 
knowing, Ba^jeant," said the washerwoman; "It was Michael 
Flanagan ibat I ever calumnated the most when I waa loving him 
the best." 

"Michael was a good soldier and a brave man," said the trooper, 
finishing Ibe glass; "oor troopwas eoverlDgtbeOankofbis regi- 
ment when he fell, and I rode over bis bodj myself during the day; 
poor fellow ! be la; od his back , and looked as composed as if he 
had died a natural death after a year's consnmptioD." 

"Ohl Uichael was a great consumer, andbesartaln; twosach 
as us make dreadful Inroads in the slock, Sargeant. But yee'r a 
sober discrate man , Ulster Hollister, and wonld be a helpmate 

"Wliy, Urs.FIaaapn, I've tarried to speak on a subjectUial 
lies heavy at my heart, and! will now open my mind, Ifyou'velel- 
lure to listen." 

"IsillislenT" cried the impatient woman; " and I'd Lsten to 
pu, Sargeant, if the ofllcers never ate another mouthful: bultak* 
asecooddrop, dear, 't will encourage yon to spake freely." 
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"I am alreadj bold enough fn so good a eaase," relurned the 
Tcleraa, rejccliagherbouDi;. "BrIIj, do fou ihink il vas reallj 
Ihe Pedler-Spf that I placed lo (his room , the last night?" 

"And who should it be else, darhngf " 

"Thee»Lone." 

"What, thedivii?" 

"Af , evcD Belzcbub, disguised as the pedler; and them Telluwit 
we thought lo bo skinners nere his imps ! " 

"Weil sure, Sai^caol dear, jee'rbut little out this time, anj 
wnj ; for if the divil's imps go at large in the countj West-Cb ester, 
Bure it is the skinners theroselvea." 

"Mrs. FUnngan, I meanln their iDcamale spirits; the evil one 
knew that there was no one we would arrest sooner than the pedler 
Uirch, and he look on bis appearance lo gain ndnisslon to jour 

"And what should the ditil be wanting or me?" cried Beltf, 
larllj; "and isn't there divils enough in the corps alrcadj, 
ivithoQt one's coming Trom the bottomless pit to frighleo a lono 
bodjT" 

"T waslnmerej to}ou, Bell;, that he was permitted (o come. 
You see be vanished throngh Ihe door in jour form, whtcb is a 
symbol oFjour Tale, unless joa mend yoor lEfe. OhI I noticed 
how he trembled when I gave him the good book. Would anj 
Christian, think jou, mjdearBetlj, write in a Bible In this naj; 
uolessit might be the matter of births and deaths, and such lair- 
fill chronicles ?" 

The wasbcrwoman was pleased with the softness of her lover's 
manner, but dreadfullj scandalised at bis insinuation. She, how- 
ever, preserved her temper, and with the quickness of her own 
country's people, rejoined — 

"And wonld tiie divil have paid for the clothes, think jef — 
aj, and overpaid." 

"Doubtless tbe moner Is base," said the Sergeant, a little 
sta^iered at such an evidence of honest; In one, ofwbom, as to ge- 
nerals, he thought so meant;. "He tempted me with bis glilteriog 
coin , but tbe Lord gave me slrenglb to resist." 

"The goold looks well, but I'll change It anj wsf, with 
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Captain Jack, tbc da;. Ho b nircr a bit afeard of aaj divll ot 
tbem all!" 

"Bettf, Bett;," said her companloD ; "do not speak so dis- 
TeTcrenlljof the evilspirii; bcis everathaad, and will owe ^a a 
gradge Tor your langiuagc." 

"Poohl If he bas anj bowels at all, be won't miod a GJlIp 
or two from a poor lone wumaa : I'm sure no other Christian 

■■Bat the dark one has no bowels, except to deroor the children 
ofmen," said the Sergeant, lookingaronndbiniinhanor; "and 
it's best to make Mends everywhere, for there Is no idling what 
may happen till it comes. But, Betty, no man could bate got out 
of this place , and passed all the sentinels without being known ; 
takeawlhlwamingrrom the visit, therefore — " 

Here the dialogue was Interrupted by a peremptory BommoDS 
to the sutler to prepare her morning's repast, and tbey were obliged 
to separate ; the woman secretly hoping that the interest the Ser~ 
geant manifested was more earthly than he imagined, and the man, 
bent on savbg a soul from the fangs of the dark spirit that was 
prowling Ihrongh their camp in quest of victims. 

During the breakfast several eipresses arrived, one of which 
brought Intelligence of the actual force and destination of the 
euemy's eipedition that was out ou the Hudson; and another, 
orders to send Captain Wharton to the first post above, under the 
escort of a body of dragoons. These last instraclions , or rather 
commands, far they admitted of no departure from their letter, 
completed the sum ofDnuwoodie's nneaslness. The despair aud 
misery ofFrances were constantly before bis eyes, and Gfty times 
he was tempted to throw himself on his horse aad gallop to the 
Locasls, but an nneontroilahle feeling prevented. la obedience to 
the commands of bis superior, anoQlcer, with a small parly, was 
sentto the cottage to conduct Henry Wharton to the place directed; 
and the gentleman who was intnisied with the eiecnlion of the 
orderwaschai^d with aletieriyomDonwoodie to his friend, con- 
taining the most cheering assurances of his safety , as well as the 
strongest pledges of his own unceasing exertions In his bvour. 
Lawton wu left irilh part of bis own Irosp , in charge of the few 
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wounded ; and as soon as the men vere refreshed , Ihe eseaiDp- 
ment broke up, the maio body marching toirards the HudMo. 
Dunwoodie repeated his iDJonctioiis to Captain Lawlon asalo and 
again — dwelt on ererr word that had blleD from the pedler , and 
canTasaed, in ererj possible manner lliat his iagennilf could 
detise, the probable meaning of his mysterions warainp, aatil 
no eiense remained for delajlng bis own departure. Soddenly 
recollecting, however, tliat no directions had been given for the 
disposal of Colonel Wellmere , instead of following the rear of the 
caiamn, the Major yielded to Ids dealrea, and turned dawn the road 
which led to the Locusts. The hoiseofDnowoodiewasfleetastbe 
wind, and scarcely a minute seemed to have passed before he 
gained sight, from an eminence , of the lonely vale , and as he was 
pinning Into the bottom landa that farmed its surface , he caught a 
0impseofHearyWhartonandhi3 escort, at a distance, defiiing 
Ihrongb a pass widch led to the posts aboie. This sight added U> 
the speed of the anxious youth , who now tamed the angle of the 
hill that opened Ut the valley, and came suddenly on the object of 
his search, Frances had followed the party which guarded her 
brother at a distance; and as they vanished from her si^t, she 
felt deserted by all that she most prlied in this world. The nnae- 
conntable abaence ofDunwoadie, with the shock of parting from 
Henry under such drcumslances , bad entirely subdned her fort^ 
lade, and she bad sunk on a stone by (be road side, aobbingasif 
her heart woald break. Dunwoodie sprang from his dia^r, threw 
the reins over the neck of the animal, aodinamamenthewasby 
the side of the weeping girl. 

"Frances — my own Frances!" he eiclalmed, "why this 
dlsireas? — let not the situation of your brother create any alarm. 
As soon as the dutylam DOW on is completed, Iwill hasten to the 
feet of Washington, and heg Us release. The Father of Us 
CoDulry will never deny such a boon to one of Ills bvoturilo 
pupils." 

"Uajor Dunwoodie, for yonr Interest In behalf of my poor 
brother, I thank yon," said the trembliDg girt, diying hereyea, 
and rising with dignity; "hnl such langoage addressed to me, 
surely, is Improper." 
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'■Improper! are jon not mine — bj the coDsent of joar rather 
— foursDDt — fooT brotber — dbj, bj jonr o«n consent, mj 
■weetFrancesI" 

"I wish not, Sf ajor Dnnivoodie , to ioterTcre vilh the prior 
claims ihat anj olher ladj ma; have lo your alTectioDa," said 
Frances , stmggliDg to epeali with DrmDcss. 

"None other, 1 swear by HcaTon, none olher has anj claim od 
niel" cried Danwoodie,withfenronr; "joa alone ate mistress of 
iiij iainostsoul." 

"Von liaTe practised so mach, «nd so suecessfull; , Uajor 
DunwDodie, that it is no wonder yon eicel in deceiving the crfr- 
dnlit; or mj sei ," returned Frances , attempting a smile which the 
tremulonsDessofhermnscles smothered in lis birth, 

"Am I a villain, Miss Wharlon, Ihat joa receive me will such 
laagDage? — when have I ever deceived yon, Frances? yAo has 
practised in Ihli manneron year parity of hcarti" 

"Why has not Major Dnowoo die honoured the dwelliag of his 
Inlendod father with his presence lately? Did he foi^ct It cod- 
laincd one friend on a bed of sickness , and another ia dcpp dis- 
tress? Uis it escaped his memory that it held his iniended wife? 
Or is he fearhil of meeting more than one that can lay a claim lo 
that title? Oh, Peyton — Peyton, how have I been deceived in yon I 
with the foolish credulity of my yonth, I thought yon all that was 
brave, noble, geneions, and loyal." 

"Frances, Isee howyoo have deceived you rself," criedDon- 
woodie, his face in a glow of Gre; "youdomeiljustJce; Iswear, 
by ail that is most dear to me , that yon do me injustice." 

"SweaTnot,MsjorDunwoodie,"lnterTupiedFraoces, her fine 
counteaauce lighting with the laslre of womanly pride; "the time 
is gone by for me to credit oaths." 

"Uiss Wharton, would yon have me a coicomh — make me 
contemptible In my own eyes, by boasting with the hope of raising 
myseltln your estimation?" 

"Flatter not yourself that the task Is so easy, BIr," returned 
Frances, moving towards the cottage; "we converse together in 
private for the last time ; — but — possibly — my father would 
welcome my mother's kinsman." 



,„„^„ .„ Couple 



a»7 

"No, HIu WlurtoD, I eumot eot«r hb dwelling dov: I 
^oold act in a maimer nnwortliy of myself. Yoa drive me rrom 
|oa, Frauces, indetpair. I am going on desperate aerrice, and 
maj not live to retani. Should fortaae prove severe, at least do 
iDTmemar; justice; lemember that ihe lost KreathlngB of mf soul 
will be for jonr happiness." Bo sajlag, he had already placed 
his rootiniheslirmp, bat his foothfnl mistress, InmiDB on him 
an eye that pierced his soul, arrested Ihe aeliOD, 

"Peyloo — Major Duowoodio," she said, "can jou ever 
forget the sacred cause In which you are enlisted? Qnty both to 
joarGod aod to your country forbids your doing anyihiug rashly. 
The Ulicr has need of yoar services; besides — " but her voice 
became ehoked, and she was unable to proceed. 

"Besides whatf" echoed the youth, springing to her side, 
and offering to take her hand in his own. Frances having, however, 
recovered herself, coldly repulsed him, and continued her walk 
homeward. 

"Is tliisoar parUngI" cried Dnnwoodie , in agony; "am la 
wrelch, that you treat me so cruelly? Ton have never loved me, 
■nd wish to conceal yonr own fickleness by sccusaljons that you 
will not eipUin." 

Frances stopped short in her walk, and turned on him a look 
of so much parity and feeling, that, hcarl-stricken, Dunwoodie 
would have knelt at her f^et for pardon; but motioning him for 
silenc«, she once more spoke — 

"Hear ma. Major Dunwoodie, forihe last lime; llisabllter 
knowledge when we first discover our own Inferiority ; but it is a 
truth that I have lately learnt. Against yon 1 bring no charges — 
make no accusations; no, not willingly in my Ibongbts. Were 
my claims to your heart just , I am not worthy of yon. It is not a 
feeble, timid girl, like me, that could make yon happy. Ho, 
Peyton, you are formed for great and glorious actions, deeds of 
daring and renown , and should be united to a soul like your own ; 
one thav can rise above the veakuess of her sei. 1 should be a 
weight to drag yon to the dust; butvith a different spirit in your 
eompanton, you might soar to the very pinnacle of earthly glory. 
To snch ■ one , therefore , I resign you freely, if not cheerfully; 

^...- ^liniki^' 



ai8 

■Ddpray, oh! bowferreiillidalprij, thai with such a one ;od 
mar be happ;." 

"LoTclj eathnslisl ! " cried Dnnwoodie, "jau knov not 
jonnelf, nor me. Ilifaawomaa, mild, genlla, anddependeat 
aajourseir, tbatmjTer; nature loTss; deceiTe not ^nrself wiib 
vislooarj ideas of generosilr, whicb will onlj malie me misemble." 
"Farewell, Major Dunwoodie," aaid ibe agitated girl, pau- 
sing for a moment to gasp for breath ; " foi^et thai joQ erer knew 
me — remember the claims of joor bleeding counlrj; and be 
bappy." 

'*Happy1" repeated the yontlifal soldier bitterly, as he saw 
her light tbrm gliding throagb the gate of the lawn, and dis- 
appearing behind Its shrubbery; "yes, I am now happy, in- 
Throwing himself into the saddle, he plunged his spurs inlo 
his borac, and soon overlook his squadron, whicb was marching 
slowly over the hilly roads of the country, to gain the banks of 
the HodsoQ, 

But painful as were the fedlngs of Dunwoodie at this un- 
eipecled termination of the inteniew with bis mistress, they were 
but light compared with those which were eiperienced by Uie fbnd 
girl herself. Frances bad , with the keen eye of jealons loie, 
easily detected the atlacbmeal of Isabella Singleton to Dunwoodie. 
Delicate and retiring herself, it never could present itself to bcr 
mind that (his lore had been unsongbl. Atdenl in ber own 
aHecliona, and artless In their eihibitioa, she bad early caught 
the eye of the young soldier; but itreqniredall the manly frank- 
ness ofDnnwoodic to court her fatonr, andUie most pointed de- 
TolioQ to obtain his conquest. This done, his power was dorable, 
entire, and engrossing. But the unusnal occurrences of the few 
preceding days, Ihealteredmienof her lover during those events, 
his unwonted indifference to herself, and chieDy Ibe romantic 
idolatry of Isabella, had aroused new sensations In ber bosom. 
With a dread of ber lover's integrity bad been awakened Ibe nevci^ 
failing concomitant of the purest afTection , a dislrusl of her own 
merits. In the moment of enthusiasm , Uie task of resigning her 
lover to aoDlbcr, wbomlgblbemore worthy of him, seemed easy, 
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but it is in vain tbat Uie Imaginatlan itlempla to deceive Ihe heart. 
DoDwoodie had do soooer disappeared , than our heroiDe felt sli 
themiserjofhersitnalioD; aodlf ibe jouih roood aome relief ia 
(he cares of bis commaod, Fraoces was less forluuale In the per- 
Ibrmance ofadatj imposed onberb]' Glial pietj. Tbe removal of 
blsionbadnearlf deslrojedllie litUe energy of Mr. WhartOD, wlio 
required all tbe tenderaess of bis renulning children to cooTince 
him Ihat be was able to peiform ibe ordinar; fnoctions of life. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Fitltitiiid F»t>g, canmiend, (xtol [bdr gricM, 
Tb-iDKh ne-ar (d hUck, ■*; Uief liiiTe ■ngcli- twtt\ 
Tbtt Hin wlin bull ■ tnagna I nif ii no nu, 

Ta» GtiUltmtn ef Ftrenm. 

in roaliiag (he arrangements b; vhicb Captain Lairton had 
been Jen, viih Sei^BDiHoUisterand tvelTemen, siaguardover 
the wounded, and heavjr baggage of Ihe cnrps, DnnwooJie bad 
consulted not only Ihe inrarmalian vbich had been conveyed in Ihe 
letter of Colonel Singleton, hut the bruises of bia comrade's bod;. 
In vain Lavtoa declared himself fit for any duty that man could 
perform, or plainly Intimated thai his men would never follow Tom 
Mason to a charge, with the alacrity and confideoce with which 
they followed himself; bis commander was firm , and Lbe reluctant 
Captain was compelled to comply with as good a grace as be could 
assume. Before parting, Duriwoodie repealed his caotioo to keep 
■ walcbfuleye on tbe inmates of Ihe cottage ; and especially enjoined 
him, if any movements of a particularly suspicious nature vere 
seen in tbe neighbouriiood , to break up from his present quarters, 
and to move down with his party, and take possession of the do- 
mains ofMr. Wharton. A vaguesnspicionof danger to Ihe family 
had been awakened in the breast of the Major, by the language of 
Ihe pedler, allbouj^ be was unable to rdler it to any particniar 
source, or to understand why it was to be apprehended. 

For some time after tbe departure of Ibe troops, Ihe Captain 
waswalklngbeforetbedooroftbe "Hotel," inwardly cursing his 
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bte, ihal condemned him to an ia^ortons Idleness, at a mometit 
vhen a mcelin); wilh the enem j might he eipecled , and replj^ing 
(0 the occBsioaal queries of Betty, nbo, from the interior of the 
boildiug, ever and aaou demanded, in a high toae of Toke, an 
explanation ofrBrions passages in the pedler's escape, which as 
jei she conld not comprehend. At this instant be was joiacd bj ihe 
su[^eon , who had hitherto been engaged among his patients in a 
distant bnildlng, and was proroundly ignorant of eiery thing thai 
had occurred, even to the departure oflhe troops. 

"Where are all the seDlinels, John?" he enquired, as he 
gazed around with a look of curlosilj, " and why are you here, 
alone t" 

"Off— all off, withDnnwoodie, to the river. Vou and lare 
left here to take care ofa few sicli men and some women." 

"lam glad, however," aaid the surgeon, " thai Major Dun- 
woodie bad consideration enough not to move the wouodcd. Here, 
jouHra. Elizabeth Flanagan, hasten with some food, thailniay 
appease mj appetite. 1 hare a dead body to dissect, and am in 

"And here, you Mister Doctor Archibald Sitgreaves," echoed 
Bel^, showing her blooming couoicnance from a broken window 
of the kitchen, "you arc ever a coming too late; here is nothing to 
alebut the skin of Jenny , and the body yee'r mint ioning." 

"Woman!" said tlie surgeon , inanger, " do you lake me for 
acannibal, that yon address your Ullhy discourse tome, inUiis 
mannerT I bid you hasten wilh such food as may be proper to be 
received Into the stomach fasting," 

"And I'm sure it's for a pop-gun that 1 should be taking yon 
sooner than for a cannon-ball," saidBetty, winking at the Ca|>- 
taln; "andl tellyee thatlt'sl^slingyou mustbe, unless yee'll let 
me cook yee a steak &om the skin of Jenny. The boys baveale me 
up entirely." 

LawloD now interfered lo preserve the peace, and assured the 
■nrgeon that he had already despatched the proper persons In quest 
of food for the party. A lilile molli&ed with \b\s explanation, the 
operator soon bi^t bis hunger, and declared his intention ofpn^ 
ceeding to bnslncssat once. 



221 

"An J wbero is four subject?" asked Livlon. 

"The pedler," said the other, glnnciiig ( look it tUe sEgn-posl. 
"I made HollUler pat a stage so bigh Ibat the neck would not be 
dislocated bf the fall, «nd I ioicnd making as bandsome a skeleton 
ofbim, astheieis in tbeStatesofNorthAmerica; the fellow has 
good points , and his bones are well knit. I will make a perrect 
beautj of him. I have long been wanting something of this sort to 
send as a present to my old snot in Tiipnia , who was so kind to 
me when a boj." 

"Tbedevil!" criedLawton; " wonld ;on send the old woram 
a dead man's hones?" 

"Whjnot?" said the snrgeon; "what noblerobject is there 
in nature than Ibc Bgore of a man — end the skeleton maj be 
called hit elemenlarj parts. But what bas been done with the 
body!" 

"Off too." 

" Off! and \rtio has dared to interltre with my perquisiUsT" 

"Sure, jisi Ibe divll," said Bcitj; "and who'll be taking 
yecrselfaway some of these times too, without asking jeer lave." 

"Silence, jon witch!" said Lawton, with difficullj suppress* 
Ingalangh; "Is this the mannerinwhich to address an officer?" 

"Who called me the SIlby EliTabelh Flanagan?" cried the 
washerwoman, snapping ber Sogers coatemptuonsly; "lean ri- 
mimberafHndfora year, and don't forgltaDinimyforamonlh." 

But the friendship, or eoniity ofMrs. Flanagan were alike in- 
difTcrentto thesui^on, who could think of Dothing but bis loss; 
and Lawton was obliged to eiplala U> Me Mend the apparent man- 
ner in which it had happened. 

"And a lucky escape it was for yee , my jewel of a doctor," 
crIedBetty, as the Captain coneladed. "Saijeant Uollister, who 
saw him hce to face , asltmighlbe, says it's Beelieboob, and no 
ptdler, unless it may be in a small matter of lies and thefts, and 
■icb irickednesses. Now a pretty Ggure yee would have been in 
cutting up Beekeboob , If the Major had hang'd him. Idon't think 
It'srery say he would have been under yeer knife." 

Thus doubly disappointed lo his meal and his business , Sit- 
greares suddenly declared bis Iniention of rlsiting the "Iioeasls," 
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and enquiring Into the aUte of CiplalD Singleton. Lawton vas 
readf for ih« excDisfon; and monnling, they were soon on the 
road, thoog^the (nrgeon va$ obliged to suhtalt to a few more johes 
from the washerwoman, before he could get oat of hearing. For 
some Ume the two rode in silence, wheaLawloQ, perCBirmg that 
his companion's temper was somewhat rnOled bjhfs disappoioi- 
menUaodBetlj'sattack, made an efToit to restore the tranqoiliitf 
ofhIsfeeliDgs. 

"That wasa diarmlngsong, Archibald, that jon commenced 
last erening , when we were intemipted bj the party that brought 
la ihepedler," hesaid: "the allusion to Galen was much to the 
pnrpose." 

"I knew you would like It, Jack, when jon had got Ibe fumes 
of the wine od( ofjour head. Poetry is a respectable art, though it 
wants the precision of the exact sdenees, and the natural beoc- 
fiocDce of the physical. Considered in reference to the wants of 
life, I should define poetry as an emolUeDt, rather than as a snc- 
cnlent." 

" And yet jonr ode was full of the meat of wit." 

"Ode is by no means a proper term for the composition; 1 
should term it a classical ballad." 

"Teryprobably," said the trooper; "hearing only one verse, 
it was difficult to class the composition." 

The snrgeon infolnnlarily heninied, and began to clear his 
throat, although scarcely congclons himself to what the preparation 
tended. But the Captain , rolling bis dark eyes towards bis com- 
panion , and observing him to be sittiog with great uneasiness on 
bia horse, continued — 

"The siris still, and the road solitary — why not gire the re- 
maloder? It is never too late to repair a loss." 

"Uy dear John, if I thonght it would correct the errors you 
have imbibed, from habit and indidgence, nothing could give ma 
more plcasnre. " 

"We are fast approaching some rocks on oar left; the echo 
will double mj satisfaction." 

Tims encoaraged, and somewhat Impelled by the opinion that 
he both sang and wrote with taste the snrgeon set about complying 
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with (he request In saber einieat. StHne little time was lost tn 
clearing his throat, and getting the properpilch of bis voice; but 
no sooner were these two paints aehieied , thao Lawton had the 
■ecret delight of heartng his Meai eommeiiee — 

-HarttboneTBc-" 

"flush!" intemipted the trooper; "what rastllog noise is 
that among the rocks t " 

"It mDst hare been the rashing of the melody. A povcrful 
Tolcels like the breathing of the winds." 

"HMlthamvM-" 

"Listen," said Lawlon, stopping his hone. He had not 
done speaking, when a stone fell at his feet, and rolled harmless I j 
across Ihe path. 

"A friendlf shot, tiiaf," cried the trooper; "neither the 
weapon, norlts force, Implies mneh HI will." 

"Blows from stones seldom prodoce more than contoslons," 
said Uie operator, bending his gaze In erery direction in vain, in 
quest of the band from wbtcb the missile had been btirled; " it 
oust be meteoric; there Is no Uving being in sight, except oar- 

" It would be easy to hide a regiment l>ehlnd those rocks ," re- 
turned the trooper, dismonnling, and taking the stone in hts hand 
— "Oh! here is the eiplanation along with the mystery." So 
saying, he tore a piece of paper that bad been ingeniously Tasleaed 
to the smaL fragment of rock which had tiius aingulariy fallen be- 
fore him; and opening It, the Captain read the following words, 
written Id no very legible hand : — 

"A musket bullet will go farther than a stone, 
and things more dangerous than yarhs for wounded 
men lie hid In the rocks of West Chester. Theborse 
may be good, but can he mount a precipice?" 

"Thousayeslthetmlh, strange man," said Lawton; "con- 
rage and activity would avail but little against assassins tion and 
these rugged passes." Herooonting bis horse, he cried alond — 
"Thanks, anknown friend ; your caution will he remembered." 

A meegre hand was eitended for an instaut over a rock, in the 
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quarter, bj thesoldicia, 

"Quite aa eitraordioaTy iDlerruptioD," Bold the astonished 
Silgreaves, " and « letter of a rery mysterious meaning." 

" Oh 1 '1 is nothing but tbe wit of some bumpkin, who thinks to 
frighten two of (he Virginians b; an artifico of this kind," said the 
trooper, placing the billet in Ills pocket; "butletme tell jou, Hr. 
Archibald Sitgreavcs, jou were wanting to dissect, just now, a 
damn'd booest fellaw." 

"It was the pedler — one ot the most notorious spies in llie 
enemy's serrice; and I most say that I think it would bean hononr 
to sneb a man to be devoted to the oses of science." 

"Hemafbeaspy — hemnstbeooe," saidLawton, musing; 
"bntbebasaheartabove enmity, and asonlthat wonldhonoura 
soldier." 

Tlie surgeon (omed avacanteyeonliiseompanlon as he uttered 
this soliloquj, while the penetrating looks of Ihc trooper had al- 
ready discovered another pile of rocks, irtiicb, jnitlng forward, 
nearly ohslrncled tbe highway that wound directly around its base. 

"What the steed cannot mount, iha foot of man can over- 
come," eicialined the wiry partisan. Tbrowing himself again 
ft«m his saddle, and leaping a wall of stone, he began to ascend 
the hill at a pace which would soon tiave given him a bird's eye view 
of the rocks in qnesllon , together with all their crevices. This 
movemenlwas no sooner made, thanLawton caught a glimpse ot 
the figure of a man stealing rapidly fbm his approach , and disap- 
pearing on the opposite side of (he precipice. 

"Spar, Sitgresves — spar," shouted the trooper, dashing 
over eveiy impediment In pursuit, " and murder the liMn as he 
Dies." 

Tbe fonner part of the request was piomplly complied with, 
nod a few moments brought the surgeon in fiill view of a man 
armed with a mnskei, who was crossing tbe road, and evidently 
seeking the protection of the thick wood on the opposite side. 

"Stop, my friend — stop until Captain La wtoo comes up, it 
yon please ," cried the snigeon , observing blm to flee with a ra-' 
piditjf that bafQcd his horsemanship. But, as if tbe InillaliDQ 
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contained new (errors, ihe footman redonbtcd his efforts, nor 
paased even to bretlhe, ddUI he had reiehed his goal, wfaeo, 
larniiig on his heels , he discharged his mosliet towards Ihe snr- 
geon , and was out of sight In an instant. To gain the highwaf, 
and throw himself Into bis saddle, detained Lawton but a moment, 
and he rode to the side or his comrade just as the %itre dis- 
appeared. 

"Which wajhas ho fled?" cried the trooper. 

"John," «aid the snrgcon , "am I not a non-combatant?" 

"WMiherhas therascalfled?" criedLawion, impalleatlf. 

"Where joo cannot follow him — Into that wood. Bnt I 
repeat, Jottn, amlnotanon-combalant?" 

The disappointed trooper, perteivii^ that his eneoj had es- 
eapedhim, nowtaraedhisejes, which were flubing wiUi aDger, 
npoD his comrade, and gradnaDj his mnscles lost their rigid 
compression, his brow relaxed, and his look changed from its 
Gerce expression , to the corert laughter which so oRen distin- 
guished his connlenance. The sargeon sal In dignified composore 
onblsborse; his Ihln body erect, and his head elevated with the 
indignation of one conscious of baring been nnjnsti j treated. 

"Why did jou sutTer the Tiilain to escape?" demanded the 
Captain. "Once within reach of my sabre, and I would hate 
givenyonasubjectfor the dissecting table." 

"Twas impossible to preTent it," said the sargeon, pointing 
to the bars, before which he had stopped his horse. — "Ibe 
rogne threw blmselT on the other side of the fence , and left me 
where yon see; nor woald the man In Ihe least attend to myr^- 
moQStrances, or to an inlimaUoD thai yon wished to liold di»< 
course with him." 

"He was tralf a discoartcous rascal; bnl why did yon not 
leap the fence, and compel him to a halt? — yon see hnl three 
of the bars are up, and Betty Flanagan could clear them on her 

The surgeon , for the first time , withdrew his eyes ^m Ihe 
place where the tbgiUte bid dittppenred , and tnned his look on 
his comrade. His head, howerer, was not perrolUfld to lower 11- 
•dflntheleul, whe replied — 

n* sps, IS 
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"IhumbljcoDKh-e, CspUioLavtOD, (bat neUlierUrE. EK< 
labeth Flanagan, nor ber cow, is on einnple to be emulated by 
Doctor Archibald Sitgreaves; itvonldbe but a eorr; compHmenl 
to scieDC«, to saf , that aDoctor ofUedicine had tiraclnrcd boUi 
bis lega, bj injudiciouslj Btriklag them agaiuat a pair of bar- 
posts." While speuiung, the surgeon raised the limbs in question 
to a nearlj horiioatil position , an attitude which really appeared 
to bid deUaace to anyibing like a passage Ibr himself through the 
deOie; but the trooper, disregardiog this ocular proof of the im- 
possibUltjof themoTement, cried hastily — 

"Here vag nothing to stop you, man; I eonid leap a platoon 
through, boot and thigh, iriihout priciuDg with a single spur. 
Pshawl 1 have often cbsi^d upon the bayonets of infantry, over 
greatu: difflcDJties than this." 

"Ton will please lo remenaber. Captain John La wton , that I 
am not tiie riding master of tbe regimmt — nor a drill sergeant — 
noracraiycomet — nor an Inconsiderate Captain; no. Sir — and 
1 speak it with a due respect for the commission of the continental 
Congress — nor an inconsiderate Captain, who regards his own 
lifeasUttleas that of hia enemies. I am only. Sir, a poor humble 
manorietters, amereDoetor ofMedicine, an unworthy graduate 
of EdiidiDrgh, and a sargeon of dragoons; nothing more, I do 
assure jou. Captain John Lawton." So saying, he turned bis 
horse's head towards the cottage, and recommenced his ride. 

"Ay! yon speak the Imth," muttered the dragoon; "had I 
bat tbe meanest rider of my troop with me, I should ba^e taken 
the scoundrel, and given at least one ilctim (o the laws. But, 
Archibald, no man can ride well who straddles in Ibis manner 
like the Colossus of Bbodes. Yon should depend less on your 
Blirmp, andlceepyoarseat by the power of the knee." 

" With proper deference to your eiperience, Captain Lawlon," 
returned the surgeon, "I conceive myself lo be no incompetent 
judgeof muscular action, whether in the knee, or any other part 
of the human frame. Aud although but humbly educated , I am 
not now to learn that the wider the base, the more firm Is the 
superstructure." 
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"Would ;ou fill a M^wtir, in this manner, vKhoDepitrof 
legs, wbeohalTadoieDmlgbtpisBtogelherin comfort, slrotching 
Ibcm abroid like the sejthes of the aodenl chariot wheels ? " 

The aUnsiOD to Uie practice of the ancieuts Bomewhai softened 
Iho indignaUoo of the sorgeon, and he replied, with lather ieaa 
liuUear — ' 

" Yon should speali nllh rererence of tbe nsages of those who 
liave gone before ns, and vho, however Ignorant Ihej were in mat- 
ters of science, and particnlaily Uiat of sargerj, jtt birnished 
minj brilliant hints U> our own Improrements. Now, Sir, IhaTe 
no donbt that Galen has operated on wounds occasioned by Uiese 
verj scjtbes that jou mention, aliiiougb we esD find DO evidence of 
the fact in conlcmporarj writers, AliI they most have given dread- 
ful injuries, and, 1 doubt not, caused great nneasinesa to (he me- 
dical gentlemen of (hat day." 

"Occasionally a body most have been left In two pieces, lo 
poule the Ingenuity of those gentry to nnlle. Yet , Tenerable and 
leamedas they were, I doubt not they did it." 

"What! unite two parts of tbq homan body, that have been 
severed by an edged instrument, to any of tbe purposes of aninul 
bfer* 

"That baie been rent asnndcrby a scythe, and are united to do 
military duty," saidLawlon. 

" T is impossible — quite impossible," cried the surgeon; "it 
is in vain. Captain Liwton , thai human ingcuuUy endeavours lo 
baffle the elforla of nature. Think, mydearSIr, in this case yon 
separate all the arteries — injure all of the intestines — sever all 
of the nerves and sinews, and, what Is of more consequence, 
yon—" 

" You have said enough, Dr. Sitgreivea, to convince a member 
ofarlvalschool. Nothing shall evertempt me willingly to submit 
to be divided in this irretrievable manner." 

"Certes, there is little pleasure in a wound which, from lis na- 
ture. Is incurable." 

"I should think so ," said Lawton drily. 

"What do you think is tbe greatest pleasure In life?" asked 
(he operator suddenly. 
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"TbilmaBt grcitl; depend on losle. 

'■ Not at all," cried the sargeoq ; " it Is to wHoessIng, or ralhcr 
ftellng, the ravages ofdisease repaired bf the lights of science co- 
operailng with nature. I once broke my little Soger intentional If, 
In order (hat I might reduce the fracture and vatch the cure: it 
vas only onasmall scale, yon know, dear John ; stltl the thriliing 
senSHlioD excited b; the knitting of llie bone, aided bj the con- 
templation of the art of man Ihns acting in unison with nature, ex- 
ceeded any other enjoymeat that I have ever experienced. Now, 
had it been one of the more Important members, sucfa a* the leg or 
arm , how mach greater most the pleasnre have been ! " 

"OrlhcDeck," said the Lrooper; but Iheir desultory discoorse 
was iDlerraptedbythclrarrivBlatlhe cottage of Mr. WbartoD. No 
one appearing to usher them into an aparlmeal, the Captain pro- 
ceeded to the door of the parlour, where he knew visitors irerc com- 
monly received. Onopeningit. hepansedfor amoment, load- 
miration at tbe scene within. The person of Colonel Wellmere Grst 
met his eye, bending towards tbe Bgnre of the blughing Sarah, with 
aoeamestnessof manner that prevented the noise of Lawton's en- 
trance from bebg heard by either of tbe parties. Certain signili- 
cant signs, vhleh were embraced at a glance by thepcylng gaze of 
die trooper, at once made bim a master of their secret; and he was 
about to retire as slleall; as be had advanced, when his companion, 
pushing bimseirihroi^ the passage, abruptly entered the room. 
Advancing instantly to the choir of Wellmere, the sui^on ia- 
stinctlvely laid hold of his arm, and exclaimed — 

"Bless me I — a qnick and irregular pulse — flushed cheek 
and Gery eye — strong febrile symptoms, and such as most be at- 
tended to." While spcakiug, the doctor, who was much addicted 
to practising in a summary way, — a weakness of most medica] 
men In military practice, — bad already produced bis lancet , and 
was making certain other Indications of bis intentions to proceed 
at once to business. Bat Colonel Wellmere, recovering from tbe 
eoDfosioD of the surptise, arose from bis seal haughtily, and 
said — 

"Sir, it Is the wannlh of the room that lends me the colour, 
•nd I am already too much indebted to jouF skill to give jav auj 
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farther trouble; Miss WhartoRlmows Ihillimiiullavell, lodl 
do assare joa that 1 never felt belter or happier in mj life." 

Hiere was a peculiar emphasis oa the latter part of this speech, 
tliat, howerer it might gratirj the feelings ofSarah, brou^tthe 
colour lo her cheeks again ; aod Sitgreaves, as his eje followed the 
direclioD of those of his patient, did nottkil to obserreit. 

" Year arm , if jon please , madam , " said the sorgeon, ad- 
vancing vith a bo«; "aniietf and watching hsTB done their Tork 
on jour delicate frame, and there are sjmploms about joa that 
roost not be neglected." 

"Eicnseme, Sir," said Sarah, rteoTering herself with wo- 
maolj pride; "the heal is oppressive, ud I will retire and 
acquBiat Hiss Peyton with yoar presence." 

There was bnt little difficulty Id practising on the shstracled 
slmpUcitf of the surgeon ; bat it was necessar; for Sarah to raise 
her eyes to return the saiulation ofLawlon, as he bowed his head 
neaiif to a level with the hand that held open the door for her pas- 
sage. One look was sufflcienl; she was able to control her steps 
tufflcientif to retire with dignity; bnt no soonerwas she relieved 
from the presence of all observers , Ihinshefelllnloachair, and 
abandoned herselfto a feeling ofmingled shame and pleasure. 

A little nettled at the contumacious deportment of the British 
colonel, Silgreives, after once more tendering services that were 
again rejected , withdraw to the chamber of yonug Singleton, 
whither Lawlon had olrrady preceded him. 

CIIAPTER XXI. 



Hermil of WajlwaTOl. 

The graduate of Edinburgh found his patient rapidly Impn>- 
vlngin health, and entirely free from fever. His sister, with a 
cheek that was, if possible, paler than on her arrival, watched 
around his couch with tender care; and the ladies of the cottage 
had not, in the midst of ihclr sorrows and varied emotions , tor- 
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gotMn to discba^ Qk dotles oFhospitalltf, Frances felt hcrMlf 
Impelled tovards Uieir disconsoUle guest, vilh an interest for 
vhicb she could doI accoant, and witb ■ foree ihit she could Dot 
control. She bad unccnsciousl]r connected the fates of Dun voodie 
and Isabella in her imagination, and she fctt, witb tberomaniic 
ardour ofagenerons mind, Itiat sbe vas sertine bcr former lover 
most, bj eibibiting iiindaesa to her he loved best. Isabella re- 
ceived her Bitealions with gtatilade, bn( neilherorthem indulged 
in aar allusiona lo the latent source of their uneasiness. The 
obsenatioD of Uiss Peyton seldom penetrated beyond things thai 
were visible, andlober tbeailuatianofHenrj Wbarlou seemed to 
furnish an awful eiCQse for the fadingcheeks and tearful eyes of her 
niece. If Sarah manifested less of care than bcr sister , ailH the 
unpractised aant was not at a loss to comprehend the reason. 
Love is a hoi; feeling witb the virtnous of the female soi, and 11 
hallows all that comes within lis influence. Allhongh Hiss Peyton 
monmed with sincerity over the danger which threatened bcr 
nephew, sbe well knew that an active campaign was not favourable 
to love, and the moments that were Ihns accidentally granted were 
not to be thrown awaj. 

Several days now passed without any inlerrnplion of the usual 
avocations of the Inbabilants of the cottage , or the party at the 
Four Corrtera. The former were sapportlng Iheir forlilade with 
tbe certainty of Henry's innocence, and a strong reliance on Dun-i 
woodle's exertions in bis behalf, and Ibe latter walling with Im- 
patience the Intelligence, that was hourly eipccted, of a conflict, 
and their orders lo depart. Captain Lawton, however, waited 
for both these events la vain. Letters from the Major announced 
that the enemy, finding that the party which was lo co-operate 
with them had been defeated, and was withdrawn, had retired 
also behind the works of Fort Washington, wliere they continued 
inactive, threatening coDsIanUy to strike a blow in revenge for 
their disgrace. The trooper was enjoined lo vigilance, and the 
letter concluded wilh a compliment to bis honour, ical, anduo- 
doubled bravery. 

"Eitremely flalleriog. Major Dunwoodie," muttered the 
dragoon, as he threw down this efdsile, and stalked across the 
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floor to qnlet Us ImpatlMice. "A proper guard have f on selected 
for this serrice : let me see — I have to watch over U>e interests d 
a crazf , irresolute old man, who does not linow whetber he be- 
longs to usorioiheepemj; fonnronea, three of whom are well 
enough In themselves, but who ire not immenselj flattered bj toj 
Bocietj; and the fourth, who, good as she is, is on the wrong 
Bide of fortj: sonietwo orthreeblacks; a talkative housekeeper, 
that does nothing but chatter abont gold and despisables, and 
signs and omens; andpoor Geoi^Singlelon. WeU, acomrade 
in sufferiog has a claim on a man , — so I'll make the best of it." 

As he concluded this soliloquy, the trooper took h seat and 
began to whistle , to convince himself how little be cared about tbe 
natter, when, by throwing his booted leg carelessly round, he 
upset the canteen that held fais whole stock of brandy. The ac- 
cident was soon repaired , but in replacing the wooden vessel, he - 
(rfisened a billet lying on Uie bench , on which the liquor had been 
placed. It was soon opened , andheread — "The moon will 
not rise till after midnight — a fit time fur deeds 
of darkness." There was no mistaking Iho hand; itwasclearlj 
the same that had given him the timely warning against assassi- 
natlos, and the trooper continued, for a long time, mnsing on 
the nature of these two notices , and the motives tliat could induce 
the pedler to favour an Implacable enemy in the manner that he 
had latterly done. Thalhewos a spy of tboeoemy. Lawlonkoew; 
for the fact of his conveying intelligence to theEngJish commander- 
in-chief, of a party ofAmerieans that were ei posed to the enemy, 
was proved most clearly against him on the trial for his life. Tbe 
consequences ofhis treason had been avoided, it is true, by a lucky 
order from Washington , which withdrew the regiment a short Qme 
liefor e the British apf careJTocdril 6ff,""hnf siill the crime waslbo 
lame; perhaps, ihbughtlheparlisao, be wishes tomakea friend of 
ma against tbe event of another capture; but, at alt events, he 
spared my life on one occasion , and saved It on another. I will 
endeavoor to be as generous as himself, and pray that my duty 
may never interfere with my feelings. 

Whether the dai^er, Intimated in the present note, threatened 
the cottage or his own par^, the Captain was nneerlain, bnt he 
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inclined to Ihe Islter opinion, and deienniDCd lo beware bov he 
rode abroad in tfae dark. To a man in a peaceable connlr;, and 
in times of quiet and order, ibe indilTeroDee with which the parti- 
Ban regarded the imp ending danger would be inconceirBble. His 
rcQcciions on the sidiject were more directed towards devising 
means to entrap his enemies , than to eseapo their machinations. 
But the arrival of the surgeon , who had been to pa; his daily visit 
to the Locusts, inienupted his meditations. Siigreaves brought 
an invitation from the mistress of the mansion to Captain Lawion, 
desiring that the cotta|;e might be honoured with his presence at 
an earlj hour on thai evening. 

"Ha!" cried the trooper; "then thej have received a letter 

"I think nothing more probable," said the surgeon; "there 
is a chaplain at the cottage from the royal army, who has come 
onttoeichange the British wounded, and who has an order from 
Colonel Singleton for their delivery. But a more mad project than 
to remove them now was never adapted." 

"A priest, sajpu! — is be a bard drinker — a real camp-Idler 
— a fellow to breed a famine in a reglmcntl or does he seem a 
man who is in earnest In his trade? " 

"A very respectable and ordeiij gentleman, and not un- 
reasonably given to iDlemperanee, judging from the outward 
symptoms," relumed the sur^on; "and a man whoreallysays 
grace in a ¥017 regular and appropriate manner." 

"And does he stay the night?" 

"Certainly, he waits for his cartel; but hasten, John, we have 
hnt little time to waste. I will just step up and bleed two or three 
of the Englishmen, who are to move in the morning, in order to 
anticipate inflammation , and be with you immedialelj." 

The gBlasulIofCBptaiDl.awton was easily adjusted to his hnge 
frame, and bis companion being ready, they once more took their 
route towards the cottage. Boanoke had been as moch benefited 
hyafewdaya rest as bis master; and Lawton ardently wished, as 
he curbed his gallant steed, on passing the well -remembered 
rocks, that hfs treacherous enemysloodbefiire him, mounted and 
umed as himself. But no enemy, nor any disturbance whatever, 
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iDlerfered wilh Iheir progrcw , tni) the; reached ihe Locusts jnst 
as the sun was throwli^ his setting rajs on the vallef , and lioging 
tiie tops oflhe leafless trees with gold. It oerer required more than 
a single loot to aeqaaiDt the trooper vith Ihe particulars of eveij 
scene Ihatiras not uacommoalj veiled, and the Grel snrve]' that he 
took 00 entering the boose , tuld bim more than the obserratlons ot 
a daj had put into the possessioD of Dr. Silgreaves. Uiss Fej'tOD 
accosted hiut with a smiling welcome , that exceeded the bounds of 
ordioarf courtesj, and which evidently flowed more from Teeliags 
that were connected with Ihe heart, than from manner. Frances 
glided about, tearful and agitated, while Mr. Wharton stood read; 
to receive them, declced in a suit oF Tclvct that would have been 
conspicuous in the gayest drawing room. Colonel Wellmere was 
in the unifoim of an officer of the household troops of his priuce, 
and Isabella Singleton eat in the parloor, clad In Ibe habiJimeDts 
of joj, but with a conntcuaace that belied her appearance; while 
her brother by her side, looked, with a cheek of QitilDg colour, and 
an ejeoriDtenseintcrest, like anything bat an invalid. Asitwas 
the third day that he had lell his room. Dr. Sitgreaves, who began 
to stare about him in siopid wonder, forgot to reprove his patient 
for impnidenee Into this seeae Captain Lawton moved viih all 
the composure and gravity of a man whose nerves were not easily 
discomposed by novelties. His co mpliments were received as 
graciously as ibey were offered , and after exchanging a few wordi 
winrthe dilTcreiit iadliidualu [ifesent, he approached the surgeon, 
who bad wilhdrawD, in a kind of confused ostonishmeal, to rally 
his senses. 

"John," whispered the surgeon, with awakened curiosity, 
"what means Ibis festival ? " 

"That your wig and my black bead would look the better for a 
littleofBettyFlanagan'sflonr; butilis toolatenow, aodwemnst 
light the battle armed as you see." 

" Observe , here comes the army choplain in his full robes si a 
Doctor Divinitatis ; what can it meant" 

"An exchange," said the trooper; "the wounded of Cupid are 
to meet and settle Iheiraccounts with the god. In the way of plight* 
lug faith to suffer from his archei; no more," 
« 
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The snrgeaD laid a finger oo the aide of bis nose, and be hegnD 
|0 compreheDd the use. 

"IsitDOiacrriDgshame, Ihst ■ snDshine'bcro, andBDeDemj, 
abonld be thns snlTercd to sleal awaj <yae of the fairest plants Ihal 
grovsiaonrsoll/'mnlleredLawloa; "a (lower Ht to be placed in 
the bosom of an; man." 

" If he be not more nceommadaliDg as a hushaod than as a 
patient, John, Ifearmethatlheladj willteadalranbledlifc." 

"Let her," said the trooper, indignaDUf ; "she has chosen 
from her coonliT's enemies , and maj she meet with a foreigner's 
firtoes in her choice." 

Further conTersallon was ioternipted by Hiss Peyton, vho, 
■dTaoeiog, acquainted them thatlheyhadbeeuinTited to grace the 
nuptials of her eldest niece and Colonel Wellmere. The gentJemen 
bowed; and the good annt, with an inherent love of propriety, 
vent on to add , that the acqaaintance was of an old date , and the 
Bliacbmenl bjr no means a sudden thing. To this Lawicn merely 
bowed still more cercraoniodsly ; but the surgeon, who loved to 
bold converse with the virgin , replied — 

"That the human mind was dilTerently eonstitnted in dilferenl 
Individuals. In some, impressions are vivid and transitory; In 
others, more deep and lastiog; — indeed, there are some philo- 
sophers wbo pretend to trace a conneiion between the physical and 
mental powers of the animal; bnt, for'mypart, madam, Ibclieve 
that the one is mnch inQuenced by hahit and association , and tlic 
other subject altogether to the peculiar laws of matter." 

HissPeylOD, in her turn, bowed her silent assent to this re- 
mark, and retired with dignity, lo nshcr the intended bride into 
the presence of the company. The iionr had arrited when Ame- 
rican custom has decreed that the vows of wedlock must be en- 
changed; and Sarah, blushing with a variety of emotions, followed 
her aunt to the drawing-room. Wellmere sprang to receive the 
hand that, with an averted face , sheeitendedtowardshlm, and, 
foi the first Ume , the English colonel appeared fully eonsclons of 
the important part that he was to act In the approaching ceremony. 
Hitherto his air had been abstracted, and his manner uneasy; bnt 
everything, euepUng the eerlahity of his bliss , seemed to vanish 
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■t the blBze of lordfness Ihat now bant on hfs stghL All arose 
tnm their seats , and die rcTerend genllemaa had already opened 
Ilie Mcred Tolumo, when Ihe absence or Frances iras noticed; 
HisjPejton viUidrev in search of berjuungesl niece, whom she 
tound in her own apartmeDt, and Id tears. 

"Corae, my love, the ceremoDf traits but Tor as," said the 
tout, aOtetlonatelr entwining her arm in tbaiorherniece; "en- 
ileavonr to compose jourseir, that proper honour maj be done (a 
the choice of jour sister." 

"Is he — can he be vorth J ofbcrT" 

"CanhebeoiherwiseT" returned Hiss Pejion; "is be not ■ 
geoilemsnT — a gallant soldier, though an nnrorlnnate oneT and 
certoinlj, mj love, one who appears everj vaj qnallGed to milie 
an J woman happj." 

Frances had given vent to her reelings, and with an cCTort, she 
coHeetcd snfflcient resolution to venture to join Ihe partj below. 
But to relieve the embarrassmenl of this delaj, the ctergjmaD bad 
put sundry quesUons to the bridegroom; one of which was by do 
means answered to his salisfacllon. Wellmerewas compelled to 
■cliaowlcdge that he was unprovided with a ring; and to perfonn 
the marriage ceremony without one, the divine pronounced to be 
canoDiolIy Impossible. His appeal to Mr. Wharton for the pro- 
priety of Ibis decision, was answered sfTlmialively, as it would 
have been negatively, had the qnestion been pnt in a manner lo 
lead to such a resnit. The owner of the Locnsls had lost the little 
energy he possessed, by the blow recently received throngh his son, 
and his assent to the obJeeUon of Ihe clei^ymaa was as easily ob- 
tained as bad been his consent to the premature proposals ofWeH- 
mere. In this stage of Ihe dilemma, Hiss Peyton and Fnincei 
appeared. The surgeon ofdrignoos approached the former, and, 
u he handed her to a chair, observed — 

"It appears, madam, that untoward drcnmatances have pre- 
vented Colonel Wellmero from providing all die deeoraltons that 
custom, aatlqnity, and the canons of tbecbarcb have prescribed 
aslodispensable to enter into the honourable state of wedlock." 

Hiss Peyton glanced her quiet eye at the uneasy bridegroom, 
and pereelvlDg him to be adorned vith what she thenght sufDcienl 
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BpIeDilonr, allow log (or the llmo and the suddeiiDess of Ihi occa- 
eioa, she turned her look OD the speaker, asif to demand an ei- 
plaDalioD, 

The surgeon nadcrslood her nishcB, and proceeded al ouce lo 
gratify Ihem. 

"There is," he observed, "an opinioD previleat, that the 
heart lies on the left side of the bod; , aad that Ibe conneiloD h«- 
(weea the members of that side and whal maf be called the teat of 
lifit , is more intimate tlian that which ciists In their oppositcs. 
But this i» aD error Ibal grows out of an ignorance of the organic 
arrangement oftlie bumgn frame. In obedience to this opinion, 
the fourth finger of the leA hand is tbonght lo conlaiD a virtue that 
belongs to no olber branch of that digitated member; and it is 
ordinaril J encircled, during theadminiatratioaofwedlock, wiiha 
ciDDture or ring, as If to chain that aOeclion lo the marriage stale 
vhich is best secured by the graces of the female character." TVblle 
speaking, the operator laid his tiand eipressivelj on his heart, and 
he bowed neari; to the Ooor as be concluded. 

"I knov not. Sir, thallrighUj understand your meaning," 
said Miss Peyton , whose want of comprehension was sufficiently 
excusable. 

'*Aring, madam — ■ ring is wanting fur the ceremony." 

The instant that the surgeon spoke eiplicilly, ike awkwardness 
of the situation was undeistood. She glanced her eyes at her nie- 
ces , and in the younger she read a Eecret exultation that some- 
what displeased her; but the countensuce of Sarah was suf- 
fused with a shame that the considerate aunt well understood. 
Not for the worid would site violate any of the observances of 
female etiquette. It suggested itself to alt the Ibmalcs, at Hie same 
moment, that the wedding ring of the late mother and sister was 
reposing peacefully amid the rest of her jewellery , In a secret re- 
ceptacle, tliat hod been provided at an early day, to secure the va- 
Inahles against the predatory inroads of the maraudere who roamed 
through the county. Into this hidden vault, Iheplate, andwhat- 
everwas most prized, made a nightly retreat, and there the ring In 
question had long lain, forgotten unlil at this moment. Bnlitwas 
the business of the bridegroom, from lime immemorial, lofuniisb 



„.„Couj^li: 



237 

this todlspcDsable (o vedlock, and on no iccoaot would Miss Pej- 
lon do anj tbing that baDscended the usaal reserve of the sei oa 
this solemn occasion; cerlalnlf not nnlU sufficient explaiion for 
the oDisDee bad been made, by a dne portEon of tronble and dls- 
<ialet, Thlsmatcrlalfact, therefore, was not disclosed bj either: 
the anntconsuitiDghmaie propriety; thebride yielding to shame; 
■nd Frances rejolciag that an embcrrassmeut, proceeding from al- 
moat any cause, should delay her ulster's tow. It «as reserved for 
Dr. Silgreaves to interrupt ibe awkward silence. 

"If, madain, a plain ring, that once belonged to a sister of in; 
owe — " Uepansed, and hemmed — "If, madam, irlngofthat 
descripllonmightbeadmllied to this honour, Ibave one that could 
he easily prodnced from my quarters at the Comers , and I doubt 
not It wonld Tit the finger for ^ich it is desired. There is a strong 
resemblance betveen — beni — mj late sfsler and Miss Wharton, 
in statnreanduiatomlcal figure; and. In all eligible subjects, ibe 
proportions are apt to be observed throughout the whole animal 
economy," 

A glance of Sliss Peyton's eje recalled Colonel Wellmere lo i 
sense ofbis duty, and springing from his chair, he assured the sur- 
geon, tbai in no way could he confer a greater obligation on himself ' 
than by sendlog for that very ring. The operator bowed a Utile 
haughtily, and withdrew to i^lHI his promise, by despatching a 
messenger on the errand. The aunt sofferedbim toreUre; bntnn- 
wlllingness to admit a stranger Into the privacy of their domestie 
arrangements, induced her to follow and tender the serrices of Cv- 
sar, instead ofthoseofSiigreaves'sman, who had volunteered for 
(his duly. Kat; Haynes was accordingly directed to summon the 
hiatk to the vacant parlour, and thither Miss Peyton and the sur- 
geon repaired , to give their several inalruclions. 

The consent to this sudden union of Sarah .andJV-elkMfe , aitd 
especially at a time when the life ofli nicmber of the fhmlly was In 
such Imminent jeopardy, was given from a convictloD, that the un- 
settJed state of the conntry would probably prevent another oppor- 
tunity of the lovers meeting, and a secret dread on the part of Mr. 
Wharton, that the death of his son might, by hastening his own, 
kftte his remaining children without a protector. Bat notwitb- 
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GlandiDg Hiss Pcjlnn had complied ttilh berlwolliet'a vlah to pro- 
fit bj the accidental visit of ■ divine , sbe had not Ihoaght it oeccA- 
sarj to biBioD tlic iQlended auptials of her jAee» to the Detghboor- 
hood, had even lime beeo tUoired : shs thought, ttKreTore, tlut sha 
vts DOW commmiuting a prolbuBd Bccret to the negra and her 
bouiekeepcr. 

"Oesar," she commenced, with & smile, " joa are now to leua 
that jour jDiuig mistress. Mis* Swab, la to be onited toColoatCi 
Wcllmere ibis erentitgi" 

"Itinkl Htehimilore," saidCssar, cfancUing; "oldbiack 
DMn can tell when a yonog lodf ntske op he mind." 

" neallj, Cxsar, I find I liave never given jou credit fbi half the 
obserratloD thai jou deserve; bst u jou already know on what 
emeigene; f onr services are reqoired, listen to the directions of 
this gentleman , and talie care to observe Ihem strictly." 

The black inised in quiet anbrniiaion to the sn^oo, who com- 
menced ts follows : — 

"Cns3T, your mistress has already acqnainted yon with (he 
imporisnt efeoi about to be solemnized vilbln this habitation; but 
aciaclnre, erring, Is wantingto encircle the Dnger of the bride; a 
custom derived from llie ancients , and which has be» continued 
in the marriage forms of several branches of the Christian church, 
and which is BvN), by aspeeles of typical wedlock, nsed in the {!>• 
siallation of prelates, as yon doubtless anderstand." 

"P'r'apsmassa doctor will say him over again," in lemipled Ibft 
old negro, whose memory began to fail him, jost as the other made 
BO confident an allusian to bis powers of comprehension; "1 tank 
1 get him by heart tis time." 

"It is impossible to gadter boney th>m a rock, Casar, and 
therefore 1 will abridge the Uttle 1 have to say. Hide to the Four 
Corners, and present this note to Sergeant UoUisler, or to Mrs, 
£1iiat>eth Flanagan, either of whom wlU (Ornish the necessary 
picdgeofconnnbial affection; and return forthwith." 

Tlie letter wbidj the sgrgeon put into the hands of bis messeiw 
ger, as be ceased, was eooceiied in the fbiiowiog terms: — 

"Itlbehverluslisrt Kinder, give him noarlHluiieiir. Take Ifereo 
tunces more of blood frev Wnliian. Hare s aeardi made IbalUift 



„.„ Couple 



n bas led none otberjagavteltiibot in (be liosptlal. 
lienew Iha dressings of Jdhnaon, and dismiss Smilh 10 duty. Send 
ibe Ting, wtiich is pendaot from Ihe chain of Ibe watch iltal I lort 
wilb yoa to lime Ibe doses , by (lie beater. 

"AHGHISjILD SlTOniATEI, M. 1>. 

"Sutgeoa of UragDans.' 
"CsMT," said Ealy, vben she vos alone inth Uie black, 
"pill Ifae riDg, wben jou get il, Id joor lefl pocket. Tor that U 
nearest joju heart; and bj do meaos cndcaToar to tij it od jour 
finger, forilisDDlnck]'." 

"jrj um (»i he finger?" inlerrapUd Ihe negro, stretching 
, forth his bonj knuckles ; "tInkalGssSnl1;'sriDggoonoIdCaesar 

"T Is not conseqaenUal whether ii goes on or not," said Ihe 
housekeeper; "but it Is an eril omen to place a marriage ring on 
the finger of another after wedlock, and of course it maj be dan- 
gerous before." 

"Itellfon, Eat;, Inebertlnkloputumon aGnger," 

"Gathen, Cesar, anddonniroi^lthBleftpccket; becarfr- 
ful to take off your hat ae jon pass the grave-yard, and be et- 
peditioos ; for nothing , I am certain , can be more (lying to the 
patience, than thos to lie waiting for Ihe ceremony, vhenabody 
lias fully made ap her mind to mairy." 

With this injonclion Gcstir quitted the house, and he was soon 
firmly filed in Die saddle. From his youth, thebtack, likeallot 
his race, liad been a hard rider; but, betiding under the weight 
of aiity winters , his African blood had lost some of its native heal. 
Then^t waadaik, and the nind whistled throngb the Tate with 
the dreariness of Norember. When CKsar reached the grave-yard, 
he nncorered his griizled head with superstitious awe, and he 
threw aronnd him many a fearful glance, in momentary eipec- 
talion of seeing EomcthiDgBnperhnman. There was BufBcienI light 
(o discern a being of earthly montd stealing from among the graves, 
apparently wiih a design to enter the highway. It is in vain that 
philosophy and reason contend with early impressions, and poor 
Cnsar was even vllbont the snpport of either of these f^ail allies. 
Be was, however, wellmaunted onacoach-horseof Ur. Whar- 
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ton's, iDil, cliagtoglolbelinckoflheaDimal villi lostiDcliTesblll, 

he abEudQiied ibe rein to the licast. Hillocks, woods, rocka, 
fences, aadhouses QewbTbim wltbtberspIdiiToriigMDiDg, and 
Ibe blick had just begun to thiok whither aod od what business he 
was riding in this headlong manner, when he reached the place 
where the roads met, and the "Hotel Flanagan" stood before him 
Id lis dilapidated simpticilj. The sight of a cheerful fire QrsI l«ld 
(he negro (hat he had reached the hahitalion of man, and with it 
eame all his dread of the bloodj Virginians; — his dnlf must, 
however, be done, and, dismounting, he fastened the fbamlng 
animal to a fence, and approaclied the window with caatious steps. 



Before a bladog Gre sat Sergeant Hollister and Bettj Flanagan, 
cnjojlng themselves over a liberal potation. 

"Itelljee, sai^eant dear," saidBettj, temoving the mug 
from her month, "'t isnorasonable to thlnkitwas more than Ibe 
pi diar himself ; sure now, where was the smell of sulphnr, and 
the wii^, and (he cloven fool? — besides, sargeant, Ifs no 
dacent to tcU a lone famale that she had Beelzeboob for a heit- 
fellow." 

"It matters but little, Sirs. Flanagan, provided pn escape 
his talons and fangs hereafler," returned the veteran, following 
the remaiii hf a heav; draught. 

Cesar heard enough to coniioce him, that Utile danger from 
this pair was to be apprehended. His teeth already began lo chal~ 
ter, and the cold without and the comfort within stimulated him 
greatlj to enter. Be made bis approaches with proper caution, and 
knocked with extreme hnmilitj. The appearaace ofHoltister with 
adrawn sword, ronghl; demanding who was without, contribnied 
In no degree to the restoration of his faculties; but bar itself lent 
him power to eiploin his errand. 

"Advance," said the sergeant, throwing a look of dose scru- 
tiny on the black , ashebroughthim to the light; "advance, and 
deliver jour despatches i have jon ihe countersign 1 " 

"I don't tink he know what dot be," said the black, shaking 
1b his shoes, "dough massa dat sent me gib me many things la 
fiaiTji dat he Utile undersluid." 
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"Whoordered jononthlsdntf, dldyaaMrT" 

"WeU, ft wir* he doctor, hcMlT, so be come up od a gallop, 
n be ifmja do on ■ doetot'a emnd." 

"T wat Doctor Sltgreareai he never knows the countersign 
hiroaelf. Nov, bUebe;, had It been Captain Lawton, he would 
not have sent 70a here, dose to a sentloel, irithont the cooi»- 
ters^in; (br jon might get aplatol bullet through jour head, and 
that wonid be cruel to jon; for although ;ou be black , I am none 
of ibem wbo thinks niggars bare no soula." 

"Sure a nagur has as mncb sowl as a <iriilla,'' said Betty; 
" come hither, onid man, and wann that shlTBilnB caicaae of yeeis 
b7 the blaie of this Bre. I'm sare a Guinea nagur lores beat as 
mneh as a sooldler lores his drop." 

Cesar obeyed fa) sllenco; and a mulatto boy, who was sleeping 
on a bench in the room, was bidden to conrey the note of the 
surgeon to the building where the wounded were quaitered, 

"Here," said the washerwoman, tendering to Casar a taste - 
of the article that most delighted berself , " by a drop , sniooty, 
'twill warm the black sowl within your eraxy body, andbe iMog 
you spirits as you are goiog homeward." 

"IteUyon, Elisabeth, " said the sergeant, "that the soula of 
niggars are the same as our own ; how often have 1 beard the good 
Mr. Whitfield say, that Uierewas no distlnetlon of colour b hearen. 
Tbererore It fa reasonable to believe that the sonl of this here black 
Isas white as my own, oreTenHajorDnuwoodle's." 

"Besurehebe," criedCasar, a little tartly, iriiose eonrage 
bad rerired by tasting the drop of Mrs. Flanagan, 

"It's a good sow! that the Major is, aoy way," retumedllM 
wasberwomani "and a kind sowl — ay, and a brare sowl too ; and 
yaeH say all tlul yeorself , sargeanl , Fm thinking." 

"For the matter of llMt," retnmed the veteran , "therelaona 
above even Washington, tojodgeofsouls; but this I will say, thai 
Major Dmvoodle fa a gentleman who never says. Go, boys — but 
ahnjitays. Come, boys; andlf apoorftilowisin wnotofaspnr 
or a martii^ale, and the leatber-wbaek la gone, there is never 
wanting the ml sHver to make np the toss, and that from his own 
potto too." 

juapi,. Ift 
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" Wfajr, then, are yon bcre idle vhen ill that he bddi most deir 
■re In danger?" cried « voice wltb startling ibniptiiess: "mount, 
rnonal, iDdfolloir your Captain; arm and mount, andtliatln- 
slantly, orjon will be too late." 

lliisuneipectediDlemiptiuQ produced an iDsltDlaneoas con~ 
fiiBion among the tipplers. Cmtu Hed iDiiiDCtlTel; iniu the fire- 
place, where he raaiolained bis posilion in defiance oTa beat that 
would hare roasted a while man. Sergeant Uolliiter tuned 
prorapllj on bis beel , and selling his sabre , the steel was gliUet^ 
ing by the Sreligbt In the twinkling of an eye ; bnl perceiving the 
intruder to be the pedler , who stood near the open door that led to 
the leao-to in the rear , he began to fall back towards the position 
of tbe black, with a milliarj intuition which tau^ blm to con- 
centrate his forces. Betty alone stood her gronnd , by the side of 
the temporary table. Beplenishing the mug with a latge addilioB 
of the article known to the soldiery by (he name of "diokedog," 
sbe held it towards the pedler. The eyes of the washerwonun had 
for some lime been swimming with love and liquor, and taming 
themgood-4iaturedlyonBircb, she cried — 

"Faith, but yee're welcome, Hr.Pidlar, or Mister Birch, or 
Hisler BeeUeboob , or what's yeer name. Vee're an honest divil 
anyway, and Tm hoping that you found the pittieoats cohvanient. 
Come forward, dear, and fale the Bre; Sergeant Hollister woD*t 
be hurting you , for the fear of an ill tnm yon may t>e doing him 
hereafter — wlllyee, sargeant, dearT" 

"Depart, ungodly man ! ' cried the veteran, edging etill nearer 
toCosar, but lifting his legs alternately as ihey scorched with the 
heat; "depart in peace! There Is nonehereforthyserviee, and 
jou seek the woman in vsio . There Is a lender mercy that will save 
her from thy talons." The sergeant ceased to nltei ^oad, but the 
motion of his lips continued, and a few scattering words of prayer 
were alone audible. 

The brain of the washerwoman vras in snch a state of conftiaion 
that she didnotclearif comprehend tlie meaning of hersuitor, but 
anew idea struck her imagtaiation, and she broke fbrih — 

"Uit's me (be mansaaks,wbere'sthe matter, pray; aminot 
a widowedhody, andmyownpropertjt And yon tab of tindei^ 
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MIS, H^eanl; bat if a UulelBteof It anjvaj: iriio koinra but 
Hr.Bedicboob here It tnx to spake bU mlndT rm aure ills 
willing to heir 1 un." 

" WoDuii," said thepcdler, "basUeat; and 7011, (boliik man, 
mouDt — arm andmounl, and Ilj to the rescue of pur oflteer, if 
jon are worthjurUie cause Id whicbjou serre, aodwonld oot dis- 
grace Ibe coat jou wear." TfaepedlerTtnisliedfromlhesi^t ofthe 
bewildered trio wilb a rapidity that led tbem uacerlain iridUter be 
bad Bed. 

Od liearing the voice of an dd friend, C«Mr emerged from bis 
eoraer, and feariesri; advanced to tbespotwbereBeUf badreao- 
lalclj maintained ber ground, tboogb in a slate of utter meotal 
COD fusion. 

"IwlsbHarvej slop," said tbe black; "if he ride down a mad, 
i abonld like he eompan;; — I don't think Johnny Birch bait be 
own son." 

"Poor ignorant wrMcbl" eicbimed the veteran, recovering his 
voice wilb a long-dran broaibi "think yon that Qgnre vaa of 
flesh and blood t" 

"Harvey an'tlleihy," replied l>io black, "but he berry elebher 
inao." 

"Fooh! sargetnt dear," eiclaimed the washervonua, "talk 
rasoD tot ODce , and mind what the knowing one telii yee i call out 
the iMys, and ride ■ bit after Captain Jack ; rimimber, darling, that 
he told yee, tlie day, to be hi readinesa to mount at a moment's 
warning." 

"Ay, but not at aaiunmonafrom thefeul Qcnd, LotC^iaiu 
Lawton, orLienlenantUasoD, or Cornel Sklpwit, say lbs word, 
and who is quicker ia tlie saddle than II" 

"Well, sergeant, how often is it that jee've boasted to myself 
that llie corps wasn't a bit ateardlo face the divilT" 

"No more are we, in balile array, and by dayll^t; bnt ii'a 
fool-hardy and irreverent to tempt Satan, and on such a ni^t as 
(hist listen how the wind whistles through lbs trees; and hark! 
there Is the howling of evil spirits abroad." 

"I see him," said Ceesar, opening bb eyes to a width tliat might 
have embraced more Hun an ideal form. 

16* 
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"Wbefet" inlcrmpied the wtf^uDt, losUncllntT hjbg hti 
hand on Ihe hllt of hU sabre. 

"No — no," said the black, "Iseea JobnajBIrcheomeoDt ot 
be friTe — Iobiiiijwilkirora be buried." 

"Uil then ha niDat hm led an e*it life Indeed," HfdHD&isler; 
"Ibe biMMd In apfrit li« <nilet until tbe general moBter, but 
wfekadneaa diaturtts tbe soul in Ibis life aa well as In tfaat wblch la 
to come." 

"And what Is to come of Captain Jack T" cried Bellr, angrilj; 
" is ll feer orders thtt ;ea won't mind , nor a warning glren T 1 'II 
jlst git mf cart and ride down and tell him that y ee're afeard of a 
dead man andBealieboob; and ll Isn't succour be may be cipiet- 
Ing t^om yee. I wonder wbo'll be the orderly of the troop the 
morrow, thtat — his name won't be Hollijier, anyway." 

" Nay, Betty, nay," said the sergeant, laying bis band hmiliarly 
on her shonlder; "if there must be riding to-nigbt, let it be by 
him wboae duty ll Is to call out tbe men and to set an example. The 
Lord have mercy, andsendna enemies ofHesh and blood I" 

Another glass eonfinned the veteran In a resolulioa that was 
only ciclted by a dread of bis Captaln'a displeasure, and be pro- 
ceeded to summon tbe doien men who had been left under his 
command. The boy arrlring with tbe ring, Cvaar placed It eare- 
hiUy In Ibe pocket of his waistcoat next fals heart , and , mounting, 
ahnthlaeyes, seliedhia charger by ^te mane, and continued tn ■ 
alateof comparaliTe Insensibility, uolil tbe animal stopped at tbe 
doororthe warm stable whence he bad started. 

The movements of Ihe dragoons , being timed to the order of a 
march , were mnch slower, for tltey were made with a watchfulness 
that wu intended to guard against anrpiise from tba erll one 

UUMlf. 



KjiiiiPrt bv Google 



CHAITER XXU. 

B* ut joar toiigBi tbr g«n ■huia'i gntu; 
LaakiTMt, ipiakriir, Wcaai dlilardlfi 
Af plral fit* Uka liRiia'i butUgar. , 

CsBM^ ofSnttt, 

Thk silnatloD of Ihe partj la Mr. Wbartra's dwdHng vas «uC- 
fleieatlj awkward, during the hour of Cniar's abBeoM; foriudi 
was Ibe astoaishing rapldit; displaced bf his coocmt, lh«t the four 
miles of roadveregoneover, and the cventg ire haTe recorded had 
occurred, somewhat within that period of time. Of coarse, the 
gtnUemen slroTe to make Ibe IrkMine momenta D; as swiAlf as 
possible; but premeditated bappiness Is ceriainlj of the tout 
joyous kind. Tbe bride and bride^om are imniemariaitjr privi- 
leged to be duli, and but few of their friends seemed disposed, oa 
ihe present occasioa, to dishouoac tbelr eumple. The Eoglisb 
Colonel eihihiteda proper portion of his felicity, and he sat with • 
varying countenance b; IbesldeofSarah, who Be«ued to be pro* 
fltiog by Ihe delay, to gather fortitude for (he solemn ceremony. 
latfaemidstofthisembarraasingrileDce, Sr, SItgreaves addresfr- 
ed himself to Hiss Peyton , by whose side he had contrired to 
procure a chair. 

"Marriage , madam. Is pronottoced to be honourable In the 
sight of God sod man i and It may be said to b« reduced , In the 
present age, to the laws of Daiure and reason. TlieaiKlenIs, In 
lanelionlng polygamy, lost sight of tbepvoTlsloDS of nature, and 
condemned tiiousands to misery ; but with the increase of science 
have grown the wise ordiuoees of sodety , which ordain that man 
should be the husband ofbol one woman." 

Wellmere glanced a flerce eipressi<m of dlsguai at the snq;eoa, 
that Indicated bis sense of the tedlousnesB of the other's remarks; 
while Hiss Peyton, with a slight hesitation, as If feaiflil of touchii^ 
on forbidden snbjecta, replied — 

"I had tbott^t. Sir, that we were Indebted to the Chrislian 
religion for our monls on this subject.' 

" True, madam. It it somewhero prerlded In the proscriptions 
of the apostles, that the seies should hencefwth be on an oqualltj 
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IntUspaTtlenlar. Bat Id what degree conld poljganif affect holl- 
oessoflireT II wat probably a viM imngemeDt of Pan], wbo iras 
mncfa of a icbolar, and probRh); had frequent cooreieDcea, on 
this importaat nltJMt, wilb Luke, vhcm we all know to have been 
brad to the practice of medicine." 

Then Is no teUlDg how for the dlacnrsiTe bncf of BilgreaTes 
might bare led him, on ihia subject, had henotbeeninlemipled. 
But Lawton , who bad been « silent bnt a doss obsemr of oil that 
passed, profited by the bint, to ask abruptly — 

"Pray, Coloite) WeUmere, fai what manner is bigamy punished 
InEDglandT" 

The bridegroom started, .and his lip blanched. Becovering 
himself, however, on the InsUuit, he answered with s suavity that 
became so happy a man, — 

"Death! — as snch an olTence merits," hesald. 

"Death and dissection," continued the operator: "Itlssel- 
dom thai the lav loses bI|^1 of eventual utility In a malebetor. 
Mgamy, Inaman, isahelnonsolIeDee!" 

"MoTesothaacelibseyT" askedLawton. 

"More so," relumed the snrgeon, with nndislorbed simplicity: 
" he who Tsnains In a iln^e state may devote his life to science 
and the extension of knowledge, If not of bis ipedea; bat the 
WTCieh wbo profits by the conaUtnlianal tendency of the bmak sei 
to credulity and lendemesi, Incnts the widtedneas of a positive 
rin, helghtenedbj the baseness of deception." 

"Beallj, Sir, the ladies ara InBnltely obliged to yon , br«t> 
trlbuling ftdly to Ihem as part of their nature." 

" Captain Lawton , In man the animal is more nobly fbimed 
than in woman. The nerves are endowed with less sensibility; 
the whole frame isless pliable and yielding; isit, therefore, sni^ 
priatng , that ■ tendency to rely on (he faith of her partner is mors 
Batnral to wemaii than to Uie other sei? " 

Wellinere, as if unable to listen with any degree of patience to 
■0 ni-timed ■ dialogne, sprang Iram his seat and paced the floor in 
disorder. Piling his sltDstion, the reveraid gentlenao, who was 
patiently awaiting the ratum of Cnsar, changed the diseoniM, and 
■ In miuotes brou^ the black himiMlf. The hlUat was handed 
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toDr. Sitgreaves; for Miss Pejton bad etprcssl; enjoined Cssnr 
not to implicate her, ia any maaner, in Ibe errand on vbicbhe 
was despatched. The note eontained a summary alatement of the 
sereral sobjects of Ihe sorgeon's directions, and referred him 10 
the black for tbe ring. The latter was instantly demanded, and 
promptly delivued. A iransieni looli of nelaQcholy crowded tbft 
brovofthesargcon, as he stood a moment , and gazed siieotly on 
tbebanltle; nor didhe remember the place, or the occasioD, whilo 
he soliloquised as IbUows : — 

"PoorAnnal gay as inoocence and youth could make thee was 
thy heart, when Ihia cincture was formed to grace thynDpIiBl3;bQt 
ere the hour had came, God bad taken Ihee to himself. Years have 
passed, m; sister, butneverhaTelforgotten tbe companion ofroj 
infancy." Be advanced to Sarah, and, nncouBcions of obeerra- 
tian, placing Ihe ringon berHnger, con^naed — "Sbeforwhom 
ft was Intended has long been in her graie , and tbe youth who be~ 
Stowed tbe gift soon followed her sainted spirit: take it, madam, 
■nd God grant that itmay bean fustrament In making you as happy 
as yon deserve!" 

Sarah felt a chill at her heart as this burst of feeling escaped the 
Borgeon; hutWellmereolfering his band, she was led before the 
divine, and the ceremony began. The first words of this imposing 
office produced a dead stillness In the apartment; and the minister 
of God proceeded to the solemn eihortation, and witnessed Ihe 
plighted troth of the parties , when the invesdtnre was to follow. 
Tbe ring had been leR, from inadvertency, end the agitation of the 
moment, on the finger where Siigreavcs had placed it: — tbe 
slight interruption occasioned by the circumstance was over, and 
the clergyman was about to proceed, when a figure gliding into 
Ihe midst of the party at once put a stop to the ceremony. It was 
tbe pedier. His look was bitter and ironical, while a finger, 
raised towards the divine, seemed to forbid tbe ceremony to go an; 
farther. 

"Can Colonel Wellmere waste the precious moments here, 
when hiawih has crossed the ocean to meet hiniT The nights are 
long, ud the moon bt^ht; — a Sew hours will take Um to th« 
city." 
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the coDQteDsnce ofBiich, npreauve u llwas, produced do terror; 
bat the InMaDtibe reccvend from the surprise of Ms iDteimpUoD, 
■he tnniBit her sniions gue on the features of the nun to whom 
she had jnil pledged her troth. The; aSorded the most leirible 
coDfinnalloii of ill thil ihe pedler aCQriQed; Ihe room whirled 
nrnnd , and she fell lifeless into ihe omu of her auat. Thero is an 
lotliuetlve delicacy in womiD, that seems to conquer all other emo- 
tions; and the iiiseiislble bride vas immedialelj mavejed IhHn 
sight , leaviDg the room to the sole possession of Ihe other set. 

The confiision enabled the pedler to retreat with a rapidity that 
voold have baffled pDrsnil, had any been attempted, and Wetl- 
nereatood with every eye liied on him, in ominaassUenca. 

"Tlsfalae — 'lIsEdseashelll" ha cried, striking Us forc^ 
head. "I have ever denied her claim; nor will the laws of my 
country compel me to acknowledge it." 

"But what will conadeDce and the laws of God do?" aaked 
Lawton. 

"Tit well. Sir," aaldWelbnere, haughtily, and retnating 
towards the door — "my sitaation protects yoa now: bat a time 
may come — " 

He had reached Ihe entry, when a sli^l tap on his shoulder 
caused liim lo turn his bead ; — It was Captain Lawton, who, with 
asmileofpecuUsrmeaning, beckoned him to follow. Theatateof 
Wellmera's mind vas aneh , that he would gladly have gone any- 
where lo avoid the geie of horror and detestation that glared Drom 
every eye he met. They reached the stables betora the trooper 
■poke, when be cried alond — 

* ' Bring ont Boanoke I " 

His man appearod with Ihe ilmd caparisoned for its master. 
Lawton, coolly Ihrawing the bridle on the neck of the animal, took 
his pistols from Ibeholstera, and continued — "Hero are weapons 
that have seen good service before to-day — ay , and in hononrable 
hands, Sir. These were the plstola of my father. Colonel Well- 
mere; he used them with credit In Ihe wars with France, and gave 
them to me to fi^l the battles of my country with. In what bMler 
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my cm I WTTB ber (btn insitcnniastiiieiwntdiviio wooldktn 
bluted one ribar fUmt dio^len? " 

"Thia ityaiioiis inalmnit iluU mMt irithllsNinrd,'' ai«d 
the other, Hiiins ifae offered veApw; "the blood He on the heed 
of him vho sought It I " 

"AmenI but hold • momNit, Sir. Tod ire now free, andUie 
pusportaofWubinglonarelDyourpocket; I gin fon the Are; if 
I fall, there UaBteed that vill outstrip pvranii; andl wonldad- 
Tis« you to retreat wltboat mudi delay, lor otgii Archibald Sit- 
BTMTet would fi^i la each a eaoM — nor will the gnard above be 
very apt to ^e ijaarlcr." 

"Are you ready?" asked Wellmere, gnublog his teeth with 
rage. 

" Stand forward, Tom, with tbeli^ta; — Orel" 

Wellmere fired , and the bnllion Hew fram the epauleKe of the 
trooper, 

"Now the tun la mlDe," saidLawUni, deliberately levelling bis 
pistol. 

"Andminel" shouted a toIm, as the weapon wbs stmdi fkvm 
his btod. "By aU the devils in hell, 't Is the mad Virginlanl — fiU 
OD, myboya, and take him; IhislsapriMBothopedfor!" 

Onarmed, and surprised at he was, Ltwlon*s presence of mind 
did not desert Umt he Mt that be wtt in the hands of tbo*« from 
whom he was to expect no mei^; and, as four ofthe skinners fell 
upon him at once, be used Us gigantie sirengib to the utmost. 
Three of tbebsnd grasped liim by the neck and arms, with an In- 
tent to clog bis efforts, and pinion him with ropes. The first of 
Ibaae he threw trom him , with a violence tbai sent blm agaiwt the 
building, where he lay stunned with the blow. But the fouitb seised 
hlslegs; and unable to contend with such odds, the trooper came 
totheeatth, bringlogwltbhlmaliofbiBassailaDls. Thestmggle 
on the ground was short but iwrifie ; — curses and the most dread- 
ful Imprecations were uttered by the skinners , who in vain called 
onmoraoflhelrband, who were gating on the combat in nervehM 
horror, to assist. A diCBcoIty of breathing, from one of the emnb*- 
tsnta, was heard, aeeompanied hy the stifled mosnings of a 
strangled nun; and direelly mm oTlhe group arose on bis feet, 
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Uiaking himself free [rom ttiewildfraapof Hieolbers. Bolh Well. 
meniDd tbesematafLawIoahadllad; [hefonnerto thostablca, 
tndlbe UUer to give the ttann, leafing all In darknesg. Tlie figure 
tliat stood erect sprang into the saddle of the unheeded clurger; 
sparks offlre,IssaiDgftom the armed feet or the horse, gave a mo- 
DMBtiry il^t b; vhich the Captain was aeeo dashing IiIm the wind 
towards the highway. 

"Bf hell, bo'soffl" cried (he leader, hoarge with nge and ex- 
haustion; "fire I — bring him down — fire, orjou'U be too late." 

The order was obejed , and one moment of suspense foilewed, 
in (he vain hope of hearing the huge bame of Latrton tumbling 
from his steed. 

"He would not fall, if you had killed him," mattered one; 
"I've known tbese Virginians sit their horses with (wo or three 
baUs through them ; aj, even after the; were dead." 

A. fi'eshenii^ of the wind wafted the Iread of a horse down the 
Taller, which, bf its speed, gave assurance ofa rider govemlag its 
moiiOD. 

"These irabed horses tlwejn ilop when the rider blls ," ob- 
served one of the gang. 

"Then," cried the leader, siriklag bis musket on ttie ground 
in a rage, "ihe fellow is safe! — to jour bnsinesa at once. A 
short hairbourwiilbring down that caDliog sergeant and the guard 
upon OS. TwiilbelachjriflfaegunsdMi'ttnni them out. Quick, 
to jonr posts, and fire Ihe boose in the chambers ; smoking mins 
are good to cover evil deeds." 

"What is to he done with this lamp of earth I" cried another, 
pashiug the bodj that jet lay msensible, where it had been 
hurled by Ihe irro of Lawton, "a little rubbing would bring 

"Lcthlmlie," said theleader, fiercely; "had he been half a 
man, that dragooning rascal would have been in my power; — 
enter the house, I say, and fire the chambers. We can't go amiss 
here ; — there is plate and money enough to make you all gentle- 
meo — and reveoge too." 

The Idea of sitrer In any way was not to be resisted; lud, 
leaTing Ibelr companton, who began to show laint signs of life, 
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thtj niabed hiiiMiIloontlj (owards the dveUIng. Wellmere andled . 
hlmBelfodbeopportnnJlf , uid, slealingftvinlhesUblBirlthlils 
owo clurger , be wu ibh to gain the higbwaf nnnoliced. For u 
ioiUiU be he«<Ulad, vbether lo ride towards the fwial where ba 
knew the gtuid wu staUoned, and endeavour to rescue the fapiilj, 
or, pruriUng by his lihertj, and the exchange that bad beni 
effected bf the divine, to seek the mjaiuiaj. Shame, and (he 
eoDaciouBneBS of guilt, determined hin to take^latUr unine, 
and he rode towards New York, atung with tlie apprehension of 
meeting with an enraged woman , that he had matried dming his 
isl« vbit b> Engiand, hnt whose claims, so soon aa liis pastlon 
wa* sated, he liad resolved never wilUngl; to admit. In the 
tnmnit and agitation at the moment, the retreat of Lawton and 
Weilmere was bat little noticed; the condition of Ur. Wharton 
demsnding the care and conaolation of both the surgeon and the 
divine. The report of the Qre-arms Srst roosed the famll} to the 
sense of & new danger, and bat a moment elapsed before the 
leader, and one more of the gang, entered the room. 

"Sorrenderl joit servants of King George," shouted the 
leader , presenting his musket to the breast of Sitgreaves , " or I 
will let* little tor? blood from jour veiDS." 

"Gentlj — gentlf, my friend," said the surgeon; "jou are 
doubtless more eipert in in Qicting wounds than in healing them; 
the weapon that jou bold so indisereellj is eitremelf dangerona to 
animal life." 

"Yield, or lake its contents." 

"Whyand wherefore should I jleldT — I em a non-combatant. 
The articles of capitulation mast be straaged with Ciptstn John 
Lawton; though yielding, I believe, is not a subject on whidi 
yon will Rnd him particularly eomplying." 

The fellow had by this time taken such s survey of the group, 
as coDvineed him that Utile dsi^r was to he apprehended from 
resistance, and, eager to selie his share of the plunder, ha 
dropped his musket, and was soon busy, with the assislanee of 
his men, in arranging divers articles of plale In bags. The cottage 
now presented a singular spectacle; — the ladies were gathernl 
around Sarah, whojetcondnnedlDsensihle, In ooeofth* rooms 
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Qui bad asuped the notice of Uie inaTsaden. lb. Wbsrton stl 
ia ■ Mile of perfect imbeeUilj, tislenlns (o , baiDot proQtiDgbT, 
the nnmeuilDg words of comforl that fell fram the lips of the 
clergjauD. Singleton wu lying on a sofa , shaking villi debUilf , 
and inattentive to aamnindiDg objects; while the anrgeon was 
admlnlslerfng resloraUres, and laoUag at the dressings, villi a 
coolness that mocked the tumult. Cesar, and the atiendont of 
Captain Singleton, had Tetreated to the wood in tha rear of the 
cottage, and Kity Hajnes was Ojing about the boildiDg, bnsilj 
enplojed in forming a bundle of Taloablea, trom which, wlifa 
the mast scrnpulons honoslf , she rejected ever; article that was 
not reallj and iruljr her own. 

But to return to the part; at the Foot Coroen. When the 
veteran had gothiamen mounted and nader aims, a restless de- 
sire to participate In the glorj and dangers of the eipsdition came 
over the washerwoman. Whether she was impelled to the under- 
taking b; a dread or remaining alone, ora wiehloliasteDlnpersan 
to the relief of her favourile, vs will not venture to assert; but, 
as HolllBter was giring the orders to vrtieel and march , the voice 
of Beltj was heard , exclaiming — 

"Stop a bit, sargeantdear, till two of the bo|s git ont the 
cart, andru jnat ridewid jee; 'tis like there'll be wounded , and 
il will be mighlj cmranieal to bilng them home la." 

Alihough iDWardl; much pleased, with an; cause of delay, to 
a service that he so little relished, Uollister alTecled some dis- 
pleasnre at the detention. 

"Koihing but a cannon ball can take one of my lads from his 
charger," he said; "and It's not very likely tliat we shall bave at 
fair lighting aa cannon and mnsketiy, in a business of the evil 
one's iavenllng; so, Elixabeth, you may go If you will but the 
cart will not be wanting." 

"Now, sai^eant dear, you lie, anyway," said Betty, who 
was somewhat unduly goTeroed by her potations; "and wasn't 
Captain Singleton shot offhis horse but tin days gone by? ay, and 
Captain lack himself too ; and didn't he lie on the ground , face 
' uppermost, and back downwards, looking grimi and didn't the 
boys tlnkhim dead, and lum and tave the rig'larsihedaj?" 
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" Ton Uabiek again ."'cried tkevergeant, aercclfi "udso 
dMS txtj ona who sajs tliat ve didn't giin the day." 

"For a bit or so — only I mane forabfloraD," said the msb- 
enroman; "batHBJoTDanwoodle Inmed jou, and ao yon licked 
Iberiglara. BnttbeCapUinltvM thiirell, and I'm thinking thai 
there's no better rider going; ao, sargeant, il'i the cart will be 
eonTanleat. Here , two of yon , jiat hitch the mare to ths tills, 
and it's no whisky ihat yee'll be wantlngthe morrow; and pnlthe 
pteeeofJenney'a hide onder the pad; the baste Is nerertha bailer 
ior ihe rODgfa waja of the connty West Chester." The eonaent of 
the sergeant being obuined, tba eqalpage of Mrs. Flanagan vu 
soon In readiness to receive its hnrthen. 

"As it Is qnite uncertain whelher we shell be attacked in front, 
orlnrear," saldHoIllater, "BTeoryou shall mareli inadranee, 
and the remainder shall cover onr retreat towanla the barrack, 
should we be pressed. T is an awAiI moment to a man of Utile 
learalDg, Eliiabeth, to command la snchaaerrlce; formypart, 
1 wish devonUy that one of Uie olBcers were here; bntmy tmslis 
Id the I^rd." 

"Poohl man, away wid yee," laid the wisberwoman, who 
had got hertelf coraforlably seated; "thediTHabltofan tnimyis 
thereocar. Haith on, hnrry-skurry , and letthemarelrot, or 
it's bnt llltle that Captain Jack will thank yee for ihe help." 

"Although anlcamed in matters of commonlcaliDg with spi- 
rits, or laying the dead, Urs. Flanagan," aald the veteran, "1 
ban not scrred ihroogh the old war , and Ave years In this , not to 
know how to gnard Ihe baggage. Doesn't WashlDglon always cover 
Ihe baggage? 1 am nol to be told my dniy by a camp follower. 
Fall In as jon are ordered, and dress, men." 

"Well, march, anyway," cried the Impatient washerwoman; 
" the bUtk is there already , and It's tardy the Captaio will thank 
yee." 

"IreyonmirelbalitWM really a hlick man that bionght the 
orderT" aald the sergeinl, dropping in between the platoons, 
where he eoold converse wllb Betl J , and be at hand, loleadonaa 
cme^ncj, either on an advance or on a retreat. 

"Nay — and Tm snre of nothing, dear. Bnt why don't lb« 
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bo|i prick di^ horses and jogttnX; tfaemuefandg^naur, 
and it's no wann in this enraed yitlej, riding ai macli like a ftaaeral 
parlj as old rags Is to continental." * 

"Fairi; and soAlf , af, and pnidenlijr, Hrs. Flanagan; it's 
not rashness that makes the good officer. Uyre have to eneonDier 
■ spirit, it's more than likel; he'll nuke his attack bj surprise; 
horses are not rer; poverfol in the dark , lad I have a chariclei to 
lose, good woman." 

" Caractnrl and isn't it earsetor and lifb too that Csptaia hek 
faastoloteT" 

"Balll" cried the sergeant; "what is that loridog near the 
root of the rock, ontheleftT" 

"Sure, it's nothing, nnlsss it be nutter of Captain Jack's sowl 
that's come to hannt jee , for not being iwisker on the march." 

" Betlj, jonr leritj makes jon an nnBt comrade for sneh bh ex- 
pedition. Advance, oneof jon, and recoanoiire iliespoi; — draw 
swordsl — rearrai^, close to the front!" 

"Psbawt" shODled BeiiT, "is It a big (bol or a big coward that 
jee are? jist wheel from the road, bojs, and Fll shove the mare 
down upon It in tlie twinkling of an eye — and it's no ghost that 1 
fear." 

Bj this time one of the men bad letnraed , and dedwed there 
was nothing to prevent their advancing, and the party continued 
tbdrmarch, hntwith great deliberation and cantion. 

"Conrageand prudence are the jewels of a soldier, Mrs. FIs- 
nagan," said the sergeant; "without the one, the othermafbe 
said to be good for nothing," 

"Pmdeneewtthont courage: Is it that jron maneT — and it's 
so that I'm thinking mfself, sargeant. lUs baste polls tight on 
the reins iaj way." 

"Be patient, gmd woman; — hark! what is (hatT" said 

■ Tk« piper nninr Imed krContTMi wu laiiillliilr eallid cob- 
tinanUl uaiiCT. Thli tena "coBllnaiitiJ" vukplillad la ths amy, tbe 
Caagieia, tie tliipi of war, and, in ihart, to ilaoit tYtrj tUnj of 
lataicit vliicli baloagcd ta tha nav gaTcnineBt. It woaM mn to hut* 
baaa iaTaotml u Iba oppaitta q( Ui* Innlai poalliaa of tha ■otbei 
Hnatii. 



„Coi.)>^k' 



255 

HoUBter, ptlcUog sp hb cm at die report of Wellmera's ptsMt 
Til svMTlliatwu a bunuD pistol, andoaeftvaioiirreglioMt. 
— Hearrank, dose to tha trontl — Urs.FlanRgao, ImnsthiTO 
yoD." BoEaflDe, hiring reooTend all bio fienltleo, bjIwariDga 
Bonod tbat he oDdenMod, he placed bimEelfattha head <fUs men 
with an all of miliUrj pride, that the darimess preTODted the waib- 
erwomai) Irom beholding, A voliej oTmasketry now tattled in Ibe 
night wind, and tbe aergeani eulalined — 

"March I — qaicfctloio!" 

The neit instant the trampling ofaliorseirai heard comlog up 
the road, at a rate that anaounced a matter of li re or death; and 
Hollisler again balled his party, riding a short distance in &onl 
himself, to meet the rider, 

"Bland ! — who goes there 1 " shouted Uollister. 

"HalHollister, tsiljon?" criedLawton, "everready, and 
atyoDrpoBt; bulwhereis thegnard?" 

"At hand. Sir, and read; to foIloT jou through thick and 
thin," said the Teterao, relioTed at once froin responsiblUtj, and 
as eager as a bo; to be led against his eoemy. 

"T is welll" Slid the trooper, riding ap to his men; (ben, 
apeaking a few words of encooragement, ha led them down the 
valle; at a rale but little less rapid than his approach. The mlse- 
ruble horse of the sutler was soon distanced, and Bet^, thus 
ibrown out in the chase, turned to the side of the road, and ob- 

"There — It's no difficult to tell that Captain Jack is wid 'em, 
auywaj; and away the; go like so many aagurboysloahusking- 
fhilic; ^ well, riljisi bitch the mare to this bit ofafence, and 
walk down and see the sport afoot — It's no reasonable to eipose 
thebastetobehurted." 

Led on by Lawtott, the men followed, dcstituie alike of fear 
and rcDectlon. Whether ft was a party of the refugees, or a de- 
tachment from the royal army , that they were lo assail , they were 
profonndly ignorant ; but they knew that the officer In advance wai' 
4istinguisbed for conrage and personal prowess, and these are 
rirtnes that are sure to captinte the ibou^tless soldiery. On ar- 
rirlng near the gales of the Locnsis , the trooper halted Ms party, 
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and made Ui imogemeDls for the tsstnll. MnnmDUng, ba 
onierod el^t of Us men to foUov Us vumple, ud tnralnf to Hol- 
Uiter, sold — 

*' Stand joQ here, and guard the horses ; If aDjlfahii attempt la 
pass, slop it, orcntltdcnm, and — " The flanies at this mo- 
ment barst throngfa the dormer windows and cedar roof of the cot- 
tage, and a bright light gtared on the darkness of the night. "Od 1" 
■honted the trooper, "onl — glre quarter when joq hare done 
Jnsticel" 

There was a startling fierceness Id the roiee of the trooper that 
reached to the heart, even amid the horrots ofths cottage. The 
leaderof the skinners droppedliis plunder, and, for a moment, 
he stood in nerrelese dread ; then rushing to a window , he threw 
np the aaah ; — at this fostant Lawton entered, sabre in hand, into 
the apartment. 

"Die, miscreant!" cried the trooper, cleaTing ■ marauder to 
the jaw; but the leader sprang into the lawn, and escaped hii 
Tengeance. The shrieks of the females restored I.awtoD to hii 
presence of mind , and the etntest entreaty of the divine Indnced 
htm to attend to thesafetjofthefamllf. One more of the gang fell 
in with the dragoons, and met his death; hnt the remainder had 
taken the alarm in season. Occapied with Sarah, neither Hiss 
Sin^eton, nor the ladies of the honse, had discovered the entrance 
otthesktnners, thoagfa the Qames were raging aronod them with 
a tarj that threatened the bnilding with rapid destmction. The 
shrielu of Katj and the terriBed consort of Cnsar, together vUh the 
noise and nproar In the adjacent apartment, first roasedlOss Pej- 
toa and Isabella to ■ sense of tbeir danger. 

"HercifQlProridence!" eiclaimed the alarmed snot; "there 
Isadreadfnl contDsion in the honae, and there will be bloodalKd 
In coneeqnence of this aflUr." 

"Therearenonetofight," retomed Isabella, with a face paler 
than that of the other; "Dr. Sitgreaves is rer; peaceable in his 
disposition , and surel; Captain Lawton would not forget himself 
sotkr." 

"Ite MMthera temper is qnlek and flerj," coDUnned Mist 
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Pefton; "ud jaflrbrotherifEebleaDdweak uhcU, hulooked 
the whole oftcmooD Dushed and utgrj. " 

"GoodHMTenl" cried Isabella, vilh difflenltj mppoHlni; 
herself OD ibt coodi of Sarah ; " be Is gentle is the lamb by dMsk, 
(hougli Ibe IJon is aot bis eqaal wbeo rooged." 

"'WemDSIInterfere: our prescDce will qnell the Inmult, and 
possibly sawt ttu lire of a fellow-crealnre." 

Hiss Peyton, netted to attempt wbil she conceived a dnty 
vorthynf her seisodnalnre, advanced with the dlgnltyofinJKi^d 
female reeling, to the door, followed bj Isabella. The apartment 
to which Sarah had been conveyed was in one oflbewingsorUie 
hallding, aDdilcommanicated with the principal hall of Uie collage 
by a long and dark passage. This was now light, and across its 
termination sereral tignres were seen rashlng witii an impetawlty 
that prevented an examination of IheiT cmpIoymeDt. 

"Let ns advance," said Hiss Feylon, with a firmnesa hei 
faeebelied: " they must respect onr sei." 

"They shall," cried Isabella, taking tlie lead In Ihe enter- 
prise. Frances was left akne with her sister. A. few minnlea 
were passed in silence; when a lond crash, In the upper apart- 
ments, was sncceeded by a bright light that glared through the 
open door, and made objects as distinct to the eye, as if they 
were placed under ■ noon-day san. Sarah raised herself on her 
bed, and staring wildly aronod, pressed both her hands on her 
forehead , endeavouring to recollect herself — 

"lUa, then, ishearen — andyoaareoneofitshil^tsplrits. 
Oh! how glorloas Is its radiance I I had thought (he happiness I 
have latet] eipeilenced was too much for earth. But we shall meet 
again — ye* — yea — we shall meet again," 

"Sarah! Strihl" cried Frances, In temr; "my staler — 
my only sister — Oh! do net smile so horridly ; know me, or yon 
will break mj heart." 

"Hnsh," Mid Sarafa, rdsing her hand for sQeneci "yon 
may disturb his rest — inrely, he will follow me to the grave. 
Tbink f on there can he two wires in the graToT No — no — do — 
ono — one — one — only one." 
T!.tSps. 17 
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Fnoeea dropped ber head IdIo the Up of ker itoUr , ind wept 
Id agoDj. 

"Do ;oa ahed tun, sweet aogriT" coDlInned Birih, soo- 
thiDglj; "tbeD faMTen 1b notcumpt &om grief. But wbere i* 
UeDrjT He wai eieented , and he most be bere too; perbapilhej 
vlU come together. Oh, bowjojfnlTillbe themeetiiigl" 

Fnoces aprang on her feet, and paced the aptrtmeat. The 
eje of Sarah foUoired her in childish Bdmiration of her betatj. 

"Voa look like mf elster; hot all good and loTelf spirits are 
alike. Tell me, were fou ever married? Did jou ever let a stranger 
steal jour affections from father, snd brother, andflsterT If not, 
poorwretch, IpUjjoa, alihongh fou may be In heaven." 

"Sarah — peace, peace — 1 Implore jou lobe allent,"Bhrieked 
Frances, msbing to her bed , " or yoo will kill nis at jour feet." 

AnoUier dreadftil crash shook the boilding to lu centre. It 
was the blling of the roof, and the flames threw lh«Ir light abroad, 
so as lo make objeeta viaible aroand the cottage, Ibroogh (he 
windows of the room. Francea flew to one of them , and saw the 
confused group that was collecied on the lawn. Among them were 
her innt and Isabella, pointing with distraction to the Qery ediflce, 
and apparenllf ntf ing the dragoons lo enter it. For the first time 
she comprehended (heir danger; uttering a wild shriek, she flew 
through the passage without cooBlderation or object. 

A. dense and snSbeatlng column of smoke opposed her pro- 
gress. She paused to breathe, when a man caught her in his arms, 
andhoreher, InaBtateoflnsenBibililf, through the falling embers 
and darimess to the open air. The instant that FrancM recovered 
her recoUeclIOD, she perceived that she owed her lif^ toLawton, 
and throwing herself on her knees, she cried — 

"Saraht Sarah! Sarah! save mj sister, and majihe bless- 
ing of God await fon." 

Her strength (kiled , and she sank on the grass , In Insenslbt- 
litj. The trooper pointed to her figure, motioned to Satf for 
assistance , and advaneed onc< more to the building. The Ore 
had already communicated ta the wood-work of the planas and 
windows , and the whole exterior of the cottage was eovend with 
smoke. Theonlj entrance was thningb these dangen, andtven 
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the hardy and Impeluooa Liwton ptiucd h) eonelder. It wu for 
k momeDt oulf, when he duhed into the heat and daifcoeH, 
where, miMlng the entraoM, he wandered for a minute, and 
predpitaled himself back again, upon the lawn. Drawing a 
lini^ breath of pun air, he renewed Uie effort, and was again 
anaacMMfnl. Oa a thitd trial, he met a man Btaggetiognnder 
tlifl load of a homao bodj. It waa neither the place , not vas 
there Ume, toqoestlon, or tomakadistinetloDg; seizing halh in 
hii armt, with ^gaoUc strength, lia bore ihem Ihrongh the smoke. 
Hesoon perceired, to his astonishment, that it was the anrgeon, 
and the bodj of one of the akianers tliat be had saTed. 

"Archibald!" he exclaimed, "whf, in the name of jottiee, 
didronhringttiis mlsereanttolightagainf His deeds are rank to 

lliesnrgeon, wtio had been in Imminent peiH, was too mock 
bewildered to reply instantly, but wiping the molatnre trom his 
forehead, and clearing his hup from the npoorhe had inhaled, 
he said piteonslj — 

"Ahl it is all oTerl HadI been in Hme to ban stopped the 
elTiuion from the jngnlar , he might ban been saied ; fant the heat 
was coDdndTe to hemorrhage; llfo is eitjoct. Indeed. Welt, are 
there any more wounded?" 

His question wai pot to the air, for Frances had been remored 
to the opposite side of the building, where her tHendswere col- 
lected , and Lawlon once more had disappeared in the smoke. 

By this time the flames had disperwd mnch of the soflbcating 
TSpoor , so that the trooper was able to Snd the door , and in Its 
very entrance he was met by a man snpporting the insensible 
Sarah. Thero was bat barely time to teach the lawn again, before 
the Ore broke through the windows, and wrapped the whole 
hnQdiag In a sheet of Dame. 

"God be praised!" ^enlaled the preserrer of Sarah; "It 
would hare been a dreadful death to luTe died." 

llie trooper buned from gadng at the edifice, to (he speaker. 
andtohistilonisbmeDt, luteadofoaeofhisownmen.hebehelil 
tbepedler, 
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" Ha ! tlie sp J," he eu^aiioed ; "bjhesrens, jonerossinellke 
a Hpectre." 

"CipU[D Lawlon," said Birch, leaning Id momentarf et- 
banstioD agaioal the fence, to whfeh thej' bad reUred ttom the 
heat, "lam again in your power, fori can neither dee nor reel at." 

"neeaose, of America isdeariomeaelifb," said the trooper; 
"bnt she canaot require her childreo to forget gratitude and ho- 
Donr. Flf , nnhappj man , while jel you are nnseen , or it will ex- 
ceed my power to save yon." 

"Hay God prosper yoa, and make yon vleiorions over your 
eaeinles," said Birch, grasping the hand of the dragoon with an 
Iron strength , that Ms meagre Bgure did not Indicate. 

"Hold!" laid Lawlon; "hnt a word — are yoo what yon 
seem? — canyon — areyoa — " 

"jkroyalepy," Interrupted Birch, arerling hia fkce , anden- 
deaTouilag to release hia hand. 

"Then go, miserable wretch," said the trooper, rciinqDishing 
his grasp; "either avarice or delnsloa has led a noble heart 
astray !" 

The bright light trom the Oames reached a great distance 
anrand the ruins, bnt thewords were hardly past the lips of Law- 
ton, before the gsnoi form of thepedlef had glided over the TJsible 
space, and pinnged into the darkness beyond. 

The eye ofLawton rested tor a moment on the spot whore he 
had last Men this inexplicable man, and then tnmlog to the yet 
Insensible Sarah , he Ufied her In bis arms , and bore her, like a 
sleeping Inftint, to the care of her Mends. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

her (huH* tta fadiif ftili 



Tb* rtit it fun. 
How cbiDg'd tnK jentfa'i too flattariai w*m«l 
Wker* an bar fOad alaiiian goaal 
Alu! *»t ikiU Uiin thtm kg aou 
Od ■bsB fan iinil at; Ihb t " 

Cjimlhia'i firnpi. 

The walb of the cottage were all tbat was left of the baQding; 
and these bUekeued bj smoke, lod stripped of their piuiu and 
omamenti , were but dtearj' memoiials of the conteat end lecoiiij 
that had so blelj reigned withiD, The roor, together vitb the test 
of thevood-worii, had tombled into the cellars, and spile aod 
OElting light, ascending from their embera , shone tklntly through 
the wlodows. Ibe early Olghl of the skinners left the dragoons 
at liberty lo eiert themselves Id saving much of the ftamilore, 
which lay scattered In heaps on the lawn, giTing the Snlshlng 
touch of desolation to the scene. Whenever ■ suonger ray of 
light than common shot upwards, the composed figures of 
Sergesnt HolIIster and bis assoeiales, aiUIng on their horses in 
rigid discipline, were to be seen in the back ground of Ae picture, 
togetherwlth thebeast of Urs. Flanagan, whkb, having slipped 
its bridle, was qnletly grating by tiie highway. Betty herself had 
advanced to the spot where ibe sergeant was posted, and , with an 
hicredibledegree of composure, witnessed the whole of the events 
as they occurred. More than once she suggested lo her eompa" 
nion, that, as the fighting seemed to be over, the proper time 
for plander bad arrived; but the veteran acquainted her with his 
orders, and remained both inOeijble sod immoveable; until the 
washerwoman, observing Lawton come round the wing of Ifae 
building with Sarah , ventured amongst the warriors. The Cap~ 
tain , after placing Sarah on a sofa that had been Imrled tnm the 
building by two orhismen, retired, that the ladies might succeed 
Um in bis cue. Ulsa Peyton and her nlceeOew, with a rapture 
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Uiat ms blessed wKh a momeDtorf forgetfnlnem of all bot ber 
preserratlaD, to reeelTeSarah from Ibe trooper; bntthaneinteje, 
■Dd Qasbed ehetk , reitored Ihemiostantlj to their reeoUeclJon. 

"Sanb, mf child, mf tieloved niece ," Baidtbe foni)er,foM- 
tog the uneoDscioDg bride in ber arms, "700 are saved, aod 
maj tfae bleaslng of God await him vho has been the iostm- 

"See," said Sarah, geatif pnahlag her annt aside, and point- 
ing to the ^immerfog mlns, "tlie windows are IDnmlnated in 
honour of mj Brrival. They always receive a bride thng -- he told 
me (hey would do no less; listen, and jon will bear the bells." 

"Here Is no bride, norqoldng, nothing bnt wo," cried Fran- 
ces, in a msDDer bnt little lus frantic than that of her sfsler; 
"OhI mif Heafen restore jon to ns — tojoarself!" 

"Peace, foolish young woman," saldSarah, with a eroile of 
affected pity; "all cannot be happy at the same moment; perhaps 
yon have no brother , or hoslujid , lo eoasole you ; yon look bean- 
tiful, and yoD will yet find one; bnt," she continaed, drop- 
ping her voice to a whisper, "see that he has no other wife — 
't is dreadfhl to think what might happen, ahonld he be twico 
married." 

"The shock hat destroyed her mind," cried Uss Peyton, 
"mydilld, mybeanteonsSaiahisBpumiacI" 

"Ko, no," cried Ftaaees , "Itisfereii she Is light-headed — 
she must recover — she shall recover." 

The annt canght joytDlly at the hope conveyed in tbia eng- 
gestion, and despatched Eaty to request the immediate aid and 
adriceofDr. Sitgraavea. Ihe surgeon was Ibond enquiring among 
the men for professional employment , and inqnisitirely eiamining 
every bruise and scratch that be conid induce the slnrdj warriors 
to adnowledge they had received, A summons , of the sort eon 
vejed by Katy, was instantly obeyed, and not ■ ndnnte elapsed 
before he was by the ride of Mist Peyton. 

"TUs Is a melancholy tennhution to so joyfti] a eommencfr' 
meat of the night, madam," he observed, In a soothing manner; 
"hat war most bring its ittMidant miseries ; though donbtlesi It 
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«nu rapport! Ike CMiBe of Uberiy, «nd ImproTesUiebiinrlcdge 
orsnr^MlMlNiM." 

Mat Pejton could mike do reply, bnt pointed to ber nloce 
In agon J. 

"TlsfeTflr," answered PriDcea ; "seehowglnBjiibereTa, 
and look at her cheek , hovnughed." 

HieaiirgeoDatoodforanionieDt, deeply stndjJDg the outward 
HjDiploins of his palieat, and then he silentlf took her band Into 
his owD. It was seldom that the bard and abstracted fealares of 
SJigresves discovered an; Holent emotion ; all bis passion seemed 
schooled, aod hiicounteDance did not ofleDbetia]' what, indeed, 
bis heart freqaentlj felt. In the present Inslanee , howerer , the 
eager gaze of the aunt and abler qojdilj detected his emotions, 
lUIer laying his Bngen for a minute on the beanUful arm , which, 
bared to the elbow, and glittering wltb jewels, Sarah inffered 
Dim to retain, he dropped it, and dashing a hand over his efes, 
tamed sorrowftillf away. 

"HereisnofSTBr lo eiclle — 't fs a case, mj dear madam, for 
time and care only; these, with the blessing of God, mayelTecl 
a cure." 

"And where Is the wretch who has eansed this miof " ei- 
elairaed Sln^eton, rejecting the support of bis man, and making 
an effort Co rise ttom the chair, to which be had been driven by de- 
bility. "It is In vain that we overcome our enemies , If conquered, 
(bey can InWct aoch wounds as this." 

*'DoBt think, foolish boy," saidLawton, with a hitler smile, 
"that hearts can feci in a colony? What is America hat a satellite 
ofEnglaad — ttt move as she moves, followwhere she wists, sod 
shine, that the mother country may become more splendid by her 
radlanceT Surely yon forget Ibat It Is honour (nough for a colonist 
to receive min from the band of a child of Britain." 

" I fo^et not that I wear a sword," said Singleton, falling back 
eihaosted ; " hnt wu there no willing arm ready to avenge that 
lovely saiferer — to appease the wrongs of this hoaiy father?" 

' ' Heitber anas, nor hearts are wanting. Sir, In aneb a cause ; " 
bnstlingaptoUsidde; ''bntcbaneeoflenlimes helps thewicked. 



Google 



864 

By hMTens, Fd glte Boonoke Umself, for a dear Beld irith Ihe 
misereutl " 

"Nay! Captaladaar, do ba parting wftk the hone, any mj," 
aaJd Betty ; "it is do trifle (hat can be had by jist aaldag of Ibc 
right penoo. If yee're In need ofaflver, and the baste is aare of 
foot, and jumps like a sqairrel." 

"WomBD, flFtyhones, ay, the beat that were c*er reared on 
the hanks of the Potomac, weald he but a paltry price, broiie 
blowatavinain." 

"Come," said the snrgeiHi, "the aighl tlreaDdoDoaerrlce 
to George, or these bdiet, aad It is fncuinbeDt on na to remove 
them where Ihey can find surgical attendance and refteslimeat. 
Here is nothing bnt smoking raina and (he miasms of the swampa." 

To Ihia ratloDal proposiiion no objectioo could be raised , and 
the neeeasarj orders were issned hy Lawton to remoTe the whole 
par^ to (he Foot Comers. 

America fbmlshed but few and veiy indilTereat carriage makers 
at the period of wMcb we write , and every vehicle, that in Ifae least 
aspired to (hat dignity, was the manofkctDre of aLondOD mediuJe. 
When Hr. WhsrtOD left the city, he was oneofihe veiyfew who 
maintained the state of a catriage ; and, at the time Miaa Peyton 
and his daughters joined him in his retiremeat, they had been con- 
veyed to the cottage in the heavy chariot that had once ao impo- 
sin^f rolled through the windings of Queen Street, or emerged, 
with sombre dignity, into the more Epacioua drive of Broadway. 
This vehicle stood, undisbirbed, where it had been placedouils 
arrival, and the age of the horses had alone protected the faTonritea 
of Cesar from sequestration by the contending forces in their 
neighbourhood. With a heavy heart , thebhck, aasistedby afew 
of (he dragoons, pioceeded (o prepare It for the reception of (he 
ladies. It was a cumbrous vehicle, whose faded linings and taml^ 
ed hammercloth , togetherTithitapanels of changingcoloar, de- 
noted the want of that art which had once given it lustre and beauty. 
The "lion eouchant" of the Wharton arms was reposing on the 
reviving splendonrofahlaionry that told the armorial beariuga of a 
priuee of (he chnrch; and (be mi(re, that already began (o shine 
through Its American mask, was a symbol of the rankof !(■ original 
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mracr. lliecbdHf^ek maTsjed lUu SingMoa VMalMuft, 
for Uie atablft and ont-bnlldiiigi bad enlintf ctcapod llw Oamea ; 
itMrtotalf hadbeeDBopaitof the plan oflha maraQden to leave 
M ««U appoIUed a abid behind them, bnt the nddeuMMof (be 
■neck bjrLavloa not only diseonceHed their amageaudtt on lU* 
pirint, batonmeiiotttMsaUo. A guard wu Ml on Ibe ground, 
under tba command of HolUtter, who, baring diacorered that bb 
enemj wee of mortal mould, took Ua pooltlon with edmirable 
cot^eie, and no little akill, to guard ag^atl nupriee. Hcdrew 
offhl* imtll part/ to ench a disUoce from the mine, (bat it wn 
efhctnallj concealed in IhedarkBeea, tIiIIb al Uie aame time the 
liisht ceDlinaed enffldenttr powerftil to discoTer anj one who 
might approach the lawu with an intent to plunder. 

Satisfied with Ihie judkioue anangemeot, Captain Lawlon 
made his dispositions for the march. HIse Peyton, her two nieces, 
and lubtOa, weie placed In the cbarCot, while the cart of Urs. 
Flanagan , omplj supplied witb Muikeia and a bed , was hononted 
wilhtbe penon of Captaia Singleton. Dr. BtlgreeTes took ebai^ 
of the eheise and Ur. Wharton. What became of the rest of the 
familf, during that eventAil night , la onbtown; for Csaar alooe, 
of the domestics, wistobe found. If we except the housekeeper. 
BaTing disposed of the whole party in this manner , Lawloo gave 
theword toraardk. He remained himself, for a few minutes, alone, 
on the lawn , secreting Tarions pieces of plate and other valuabies, 
that he was fearful might tempt the cupidity of his own men ; when, 
perceiving nothing more that he conceived hltel; to overcome their 
honesty, he threw himself Into the saddle with the soldierly ioten- 
Uon of bringlDg up the rear. 

"Stop, stop," cried a ftomale voice: "wQl yon leave me alone 
to be murdered? the apoon is melted, I believe, and I'll have com- 
pinsatloQ, iflhere'slaw, or justice in this unhappy land." 

Lawton turned an eye in the direction of the aonnd, andper- 
ceirod a female eme^ing from the ruins, loaded with a bundle, thai 
vied In siie wltit the renowned pack of the pedler. 

"Who have we here," said the trooper, " riring like a phonii 
Icom Ibe flamea? Ohl bj the soul of Hippocrates, bnt it la tha 
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Identical abe-dMtor, of bmoiuneedk npaUUon. Well, good 
woma, iriutmeaiutliiionteryt" 

"Ontcrjl" eeboMEalj, panUDgforbreath; "li it itotdlt- 
pBragement enoogh lo lose a tilni spoon , bot I must ba I«n alone 
in this loDesome place, to be robbed, and perbaps mnrdered? 
Harreywonld not atm me so; nbea I HTedirithHarref , I was 
alvajs treated with respect, at least, Ifhevas a Utile eloae with his 
secrets, and wasteful of bis none;. " 

"Then, raedam, you once formed part of the household of Hr. 
HarTejBlrcht" 

" Toti may m j I was the whole of hie household," returned the 
other; " Uiere was nobody but I, and he, and theoldgeotleman; 
joa didn't know Uie old gentleman , petiapsT" 

"Thathappiness was denied me: how long did yoa Utc In the 
binilyoflHr. Birchl" 

"I dlsremember the pfedsetlme, but II must hare been hard 
on upon nine years : and what better am I for It all f " 

" Sure enough ; I can see but litUe beneBt that you have derlred 
fromlheassoclaljon, truly. Bat is there not something uuuedbUd 
(he movementa and character of this Ur. Birchf " 

"Dnnsnal Is an easy word for such uoaccounUbles!" replied 
Ealy, lowering ber rotce, and looking around bar; "be was a 
wonderful disregardful man, and minded a guinea no more thao 1 
do a kernel of com. But help me to some way of Joining Hlsa 
Jinitt, and Iwill tell yoa prodiglesofwhatHarvey baa done, llrst 
and last." 

"Ton will!" exclaimed the trooper, musing; "bare, gireme 
leaTS lo feel your arm aboTe the elbow. There you are not deGcient 
In bone, let the blood be as it may." Sosaying.hegave the spinster 
a sudden iriilrl, that effectually contused all her Aicullies, until she 
found herself safkly. If not comfortably, seated on thecrupperof 
Lawtou's ateed. 

"Now, madam, yon bare the consolation ofknowlng that yoa 
are as well mounted as Washington, The nag ta sure of foot, and 
wiD leap tike « paaUwr." 

"LetmegMdown," cried Baly, struggling to rdeaM hersrif 
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(ramhls Inmgnfp, ud yet afraid of Ming; "IMa knowarta 
piUivomaaontlionei bealdn, 1 cin't ride wilhont a plUlon." 

"8onir,gi»dmadiiii,'*BaMLavtOD; "tbraltfaonghBoanoke 
nerertUle before, be mnetlmeaiiMalidilDd. Be to fer from being 
atciiiUMaed la a pdr of beeb beating apoD liit Oaoks tike a dram- 
majoTonafieidday; aaii^lonefaoflliesparwillBerTehlnifora 
faitni^t, and it is by no muna viM to be liicklog In tlil* manner, 
for be ia a liorso that bnt little likea (o be outdone." 

"Let me down, I aay," sCTeomed Katy; "lahaUfallandbe 
kilted. Beddcs, I biTe nothing to bold on with ; my anna are fall 
ofraluables." 

"Tme," remmed the trooper, observlDgtbathebad bronght 
bundle and all from the gronnd; "I perceive that yon belong to Uie 
htggtge gnard ; but my svord-belt vill encircle your little Vaist, 
■a well as my own." 

Saty vae too mueb pleased wilh this complimeDl to make any 
reilstance, vhile be buckled her close lo his own bercolean ftaine, 
and, driving a spar into his charger, thejflewfrura tbelawa witiia 
rapidity that defied further dedal. Ailer proceedingfor some time, 
at a rate that a good deal dieeompoeed the splnBler, they orartook 
the cart of the washerwoman driTlng alowly over ihe Btones, with a 
proper consideration for the wonnds of Captain Siagleton. The o»- 
eurrenees of that erenttbi night bad produced an eieltemeDt in the 
young soldier, that was followed by the ordinary lassitude of reac- 
tion, and ho lay carefully enveloped in blankets, and supported by 
his man, but little able to convene , though deeply brooding over 
the past The dialogue between Lawton and his companion 
ceaaed wltb the eorameneement of Aelr motions , but a foot pace 
being more fhvonrable to speech, the trooper began anew — 

"Then, yon bare been an Inmato In tbe same house with 
Harvey Birch T" 

"Formore than nine years," saldEaty, drawing her breath, 
and rejoicing greatly that their speed was abated. 

The deep tones of tbe Uooper's voice were no sooner conveyed 
to the ears of the washerwoman, than, tnming her head irtiera 
she sat directing the movements of the mare , she put Into tbe dis- 
coone at tbe flnt pauae — 
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"BeUke, Am, gMd womtn, fee 're knowing irtietker or M 
he's idtb) to Bealzeboob," uldBettj'; "it'i Sargunt HolUatcr 
who's >• jing tbe same , and do fool la the aa^eaot , an; vaj." 

"It'aiicandtlousdUparagtineol," uiedKity, Tehemenllj; 
"BO kinder laultbanHarvej carries a pack; and fora gowod or 
a tidj apron, be will nerer take a king's bribing flrom a friend. 
Beeliebnb, Indeed] For what vonld he read the Bible , if he had 
dealings with the evil spirit? " 

"He's an lionest divil, anjvaj; as Iwu easing before , the 
gninea was pure. Bot Uien the saigeant thfoki him amiss , and 
it's no want of laming that Hister Uolliater has." 

"He's a fool," said Kalf , tartlj; "Harrey might be a man 
of substance, were he not so disregu^fnl. How often have I 
lold him, that if he did nolhing but peddle, and would pat his 
gains to use, and get married, so that things at lionie could be 
kept within doors, and Icbts off his dealings with the rig'lars, 
and all tneumbermenls, dial hewonld soon become an eicellent 
liver. Sargeant HoUialei wonid be glad to Iwld a candle to him, 
indeed." 

"Pooh!" said Betij, in her philosophical way; "yee'reno 
thinking Uiat Uisler HoUister is an otfirer, and stands neit (he 
cornet, in the troop. But thia pidlar gave warning of the brush 
the night, and it's no sure that Captain Jack would lure got the 
dsi, but forthereinffvcement" 

"Howaaj you, Betty," cried the trooper, bending forward 
on bis saddle; " had jou notice of our danger from BirchT" 

"The very same, darling; and it's hurry I was till the boys 
was in motion; not but 1 knew yee'r enou^ for the Cow-Boys 
anytime. But wid the dlill on yonr side , I was sure of the day. 
I'm only woaderlng there's so Utile plunder, in a business of 
Beelzeboob's conlriTiug." 

'Tm t^liged to yon for the rescue, andequidly Indebted to 
the motive." 

"Is It tbe plunder? Bnt little did 1 think of it Ull I saw the 
moTeables on the ground, some burnt, and some broke, and 
other some as good as new. It would he convanient to have one 
leatber-^d in the corps, anyway." 
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"B; huTens, 'twas Hmely anccour! Had not Soanoke been 
Bwifler than their ballets, I must have tallen. Tbe animal Is 
vorth his weight Id gold." 

"Its eoatlneatalTOii mane, darling. Gold weighs hear;, and 
Ib bo plenij In the states. If tbe nagnr hadn't been stajing and 
MghtlDg the aargeant wlUi his copper-coloaied looks, and a 
matter of blarnef 'bout ghosts, wu shontd hare been in tima (o 
hare killed all the dogs, and taken the rest prisoDers." 

"It is itTj well as It Is, Betty," »ald Lswlen: "a day will 
yet come, I trast, wbeo these polscreaDia ^all be rewarded, if 
not in judgments upon their persons, at kut in the opinions of 
their fellow^tUens. The time mnst arrive when America will 
learn to distingolsh between a patriot and a robber." 

"Speak low," saldEaty; "there's soDoe who think much of 
themselTes, thathave doings with Ihe skinners." 

"It's more they are thinking of themselves, then, than other 
people Uifnks o( Ihem," cried Betty; "a tlef's a Uef, any way; 
whether he stales for King George or for Congress." 

"I knoVd that e?il would soon happen," saldBaty; "ifae 
sun set to-night behind a black doud, and tbe house-dog whined, 
■lihongh I give him his snpper with my awn hands ; besides , it's 
not a week sin' I dreamed the dream about the thousand lighted 
eandles, and the cakes being burnt In the oven." 

"Well," said BeUy, "lt*B but little Idrame, anyway. Jisl 
keep an asy conscience and s plenty of the sluffin yee , and yce'H 
sleep like an inhnt. He last drsme I had was when Ae boys pat 
(he thistle-tops in the blankets, and then I was thinking Captain 
Jack's man was coTrylng me down, for the matter of Roanoke ; 
bnl it's no trifle I mind either In akin or stomach." 

"I'mBare," saldKaty, wlthastlfrereclion that drew Lawton 
back in Ills saddle, "no man should ever dare to lay hands on bed 
ofraine; It's undecent and desplsaUe condoct." 

"Poob! pooh!" cried BeUy; "IF you tag after a troop of 
horse, asmallbitofajokemuatbe borne: what weald become of 
the states and liberty, iftheboyshadnereraclane shirt or a drop 
to comfort them? Ask Captain Jock , there, iflhey'dflght, Mrs, 
Beelieboob, and they do clane linen to keep the viciwy in. " 
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"fin ailDgla wMnan, aad m; namaUHajDU," MidKa^, 
"tDd fd tbuk fou to UH no dl5par4gfiig tenn* when speiUag 

"You must lolente a little UeenM in tlie longne otMit. Fl*' 
(ugaD, madam," said Uie trooper; "Ihe drop ihe ipeafcs of b 
ofMnofaDeitriordiiiarf Eiie, and tben she haa uqoired Ifae free- 
dom of a soldier's maoner." 

"Pooh! Captain, darilog," criedBtltf, "why do ;ou bother 
Ihe woman? talk tike foonelf, dear, and, ifsaofoolDfatoogne 
that jee've got In jeer own head. Bnt Il'i hero awaf that the sar- 
geant nude a halt , thinking there mig^ be more dlvlla than one 
stirring, Ibe niglit. The clouds are as black as Arnold's heart, 
and dence the star is [here twlnkliog among Ihen. Well, the 
mare is used to a march after nigfatCill, and is smelling oat the 
road like a pointer slut. " 

" It waoli but little to the rising moon," obserred the trooper. 
He called a dragooa who was riding in advance , Issued ■ few 
orders and cauUoni relstlTO to (be comfort and safet; of Sln^eton, 
and speaking a consoling word to his friend hlauelf, gaie Roanoke 
the spur, and dashed bj the cart, at a rate that again put to (Ugbt 
all Uie philosophy of Catherine Hsjnes, 

"Good lack to jon, for a free rider and a bold I" shoaled llie 
washerwoman as he passed; "if yee're meetli^ Ulster Beelxo- 
boob, just back the baste up to him, and show him his consort 
that yee've got on the crupper. Tm Ihinicing it's no long he'd 
Urrytochat. Well, weli.lt'sblslifBthatwesBTed, bewasssTiag 
BO himself — though the plunder is nothing to Bignif;." 

The cries of Bel^ Flanagan were too familial' to the ears of 
Captain Lawton to elicit a raplf. Notwithstanding the oauaoal 
burden that Boanoke snstalned, he got over Ihe ground wllh groat 
rapidity, aad the distance betwean the carl of Hrs. Flauagsn and 
the chariot of Hist Pejlon was passed In a manner that, howerer 
itonswercd the intentions of the trooper, in no degree contrlbuled 
to tfae comfort of his companion. The meeting occurred but a short 
distSiiee from IheqaartersofLawIOD, sndat the same instant the 
moon broke from behind a moss of clouds, and threw its light 
upon objects. 
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Compired with the simple el^uHe and sobatintlil eomlbn of 
the LocoMfl, Ibe " Hotel FUuboii" preeentad luit • innj spee- 
taele. Id the place of carpeted Qoora end curtained vln<iknra> wen 
flie jawnlng eraclu of a radel j eoutmcted dwelling , and hoaide 
•Dd paper were inguiioaslj applied to snpplj the place of the green 
glass Id more Ihau helfthe lights. IhecaiteafLawtonhadaDtl- 
cipated ererf improremeat that their sltaalioD would allow, and 
blazing Bies were made before the paitj arrived. The dragoons, 
who had been chai^ with this duti, had connjed a bw neces- 
Bary artldes of forniture , and Hiss PeTton and her compaDlons, 
on alighting, found something like habitable apartmenta prepared 
for their reception. The mind of Sarah had coatinned to wander 
during the ride , and , with the ingenuitj of the insane , she ao- 
eominodated ever; eircnmatance to the feelings that were apper- 
moet in her own bosom, 

"It is impossible lo minister (oaroindthathaasualainedsadi 
■ blow," said Ltwtonlo Isabella Singleton; "time and God's 
merejabneeancnielt; bat something more may be done towards 
tiieliodllf comfort of all. Yon are ■soldiet's daughter, sod ased 
to scenes like Ibis ; help me to eidnde some of the cold air fhtm 
ttiese windows." 

MiSB Singleton acceded to his request, and irttUe Lawlon was 
endeavouring, from without, to remedy the defect of broken 
panes, Isabella was arranging a sobatiiate fbr a curtain within. 

"I bear tlie cart," Bald tlie trooper, in repi; to one of her 
Interrogatories. "Bettj is tender-hearted in the main; believe 
me, poor George will not onl; be safe , but comfortable." 

" God bless her fbr her cars , and bless jou all ," said Isabella, 
tferrent]}. "Dr. Sitgreaves has gone down the road to meet himi 
i know — what U thai gliUering In the moon r' 

Direetif i^poslte the window where ttief stood, were the oot- 
traOdinga of the brm, and the quick eye of Lawton eanght at a 
glance the object to which abe alluded. 

" T is the glare of flre-arms ," said the trooper, springlog from 
the window towards his charger, whlcli jet remained caparisoned 
at the door. His movement was quick u thought, but a flash of 
fire WIS followed b; the whistling of a buUet before be had pnH 
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Msdsd ■ alep. A load rtrUi bunt bom tke dwelliog, ud Iho 
CipUln spnng tab) Us saddh ; tke wbok mi llu bnsf mm <rf bat 
• momeiit. 

"Moont— moant, ud Mlowl" ahoiitad tba traopw; and 
belbre Ms Mhnilshed mm could nsdcrataBd the canse of iJam, 
Rotnoke had canted him fat Mfttf ortr the t«ac« wMdi lay be- 
tween him and Us fbe. Tile ca»e vas for iifc and death, bntthe 
dlsluce to tbe reeki was agaiD too short, and the disappointed 
moper saw bis intended vklim vanish tat ihelr delts , where he 
c«ald not follow. 

" Bf the lih of Washlngtoa," muttered Lawton, as he riwatlied 
his sabre , " I would haTe made two halves of him , had he not beeik 
io nfmbla on the foot — hot a Hme wQI come I " So sajlng, he 
retained to his qoarten with the indUteenee of a man who knew 
his Lfe was at any moment to be offered a saeriBee to bis ceanlr;. 
An eitraordinarj tomalt i> the henM todneed bfm to qakken his 
speed, and on arriving at the door, the paole-strfcken Katy In- 
fonnedbim that the hnllet, aimed at hla own life, had taken eftet 
tn the bosom of Hiss Sfagleloa. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Huh'l ware kl> Gaitnitt Upil but ■till tbair Unl 
Aai knnntlfal «p»Hln HiK'a ta «d( 
With IM* that caaU aal dla I ud atlll kli hul 
Ska prtMM to Ika kurt ao man tkat fait. 

Otttntdt of irgomlHg. 

Tbb brief arraDBements of the dragoons bad prepared two 
apartoenls tot the reception of the ladies , the one being ftilended 
as a sleeping tttom, and situated with (he olhw. Into the latter 
IsdMUawaslmmediateljeaimjedatberewDreqiMst, andplaced 
on a lade bed b; the aide of the aoeodsdotu Sarah. When Uss 
Pejion and Franeea flew to her aBriHanee, tbef ItoimdkerwIAa 
smile en her palHdBp, andacomposBreenberCHintenanca, Ihit 
indneed ttem to think her uninjured. 

"Godbeprrfsedl" eielaimed the trembling aont; "IherqMrt 
of flie-aiBS, and ;o«r tUI, had led me Into *a Ht«r, Soiely, 
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surely, there was eoongb of borror before; but this has becd 
spared 09." 

Isibells pressed her hand opon her bosom, still smlUng, but 
Kith a ghssUiness that curdled the blood of Frances , — 

"IsGeorgefirdlstaDt?" sbeasked, "IeI him linov — hasten 
him , that I maf see mj brother once igila." 

"Ft b as I apprehended ! " shrieked Miss Pejtou; "but jon ( 
smile — Bnrelfjon are not hurt!" ' 

"Quite well — quite happy," murmured Isabella; "herefsa 
femedj far everj pain," 

Sarah arose Trom the reclining posture she bad taken, and 
gazed wildly at her companion. She stretched forth her own hand, 
and raised diat of Isabella from her bosom. It was djed in blo od. \ 

"Bee," saidSarah, "butwill it not wash a waj lore T Uarrj, 
lOungwomsD, and then no one can eipel him Irom jonr heart, 
unless" — she added, whispering, and bending over the o^er, — 
"joufindaDotherthereberoreyon; thendie, ondgotohearen — 
there are no wltes in heayen." 

Hie lovely maniac hid her face nnder the clothes , and C0l^' 
Unued silent during the remainder of the night. At this moment 
Lawton entered. Inured as he was to danger In all iu fonns, and 
accostomed to ihe horrors of a partisan war , the trooper could not 
behold the rain before him nnmored. He bent over the fragile 
form of Isabella , and his gloomy eye betrayed the workings of bis 

"Isabella," he at length uttered, "I know yon to possess a 
conrage beyond tbe strength of women." 

"Speak," she said, earnestly; "if you haTC anything to say, 
speak fearlessly." 

Tbe trooper averted bis face as he replied — "None ever receive 
a ball there, andsnrvive." 

"Ihaie no dread of death, Lavlon," returned Isabella — " I 
(hank yon for not doubting me; Ifeltit, from the first." 

"These are not scenes for a form like yours ," added the troop- 
er: "'I is enough that Britain calls onr youth to the Geld; but 
when such loveliness becomes the victim of war, I sicken of mj 
trade." 
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"Hear me. Captain Ltwlon," uid Isal)elh, nUing benelf 
vilh dUBcultf , but rejeclingaid: "from earl; womanliood to iha 
present hour have I been an Inmate of camps and gaTrisoDS. 1 have 
lived to cheer the leisure of an aged lather, and think jod I wonld 
change those iija of danger and privation for anj ease? No! I 
have the coBBolatlon of knowing, in my djing moments, Ihatvhat 
vonun conldilo in such a canse , I have done." 

"Who coold prove a recreant, and witness anch a spirit? 
Hundreds of waniora have Iwitnessed in Iheir blood, batnevera 
firmer soul among them all." 

"T is the soul onlf ," said Isabella; "my sei and strength 
have denied me the dearest of privileges. But to yon. Captain 
Lawton , nature bat been more bonntiM ; yon have an arm and a 
heart to devote to the caase; and I know the; are an aim and a 
heart tlul will prove tme to the last. And George — and — " she 
paused, herlipquirered, and her eye sank to the Door, 

"AndDnnwoodle!" addedthetrooper; "wonld you speak of 
Dnnwoodie?" 

"Name htm not," said Isabella, alDklngback, and concealing 
her face In her germenta: "leave me, Lawton — prepare poor 
George for (his unexpected blow." 

The trooper continoed for a little while gaiing, in melancholy 
interest, at the connilslve shndderings of her frame, which the 
scanty covering could not conceal , and withdrew to meet bis com- 
rade. The interview between Singleton and his sister was painful, 
and, for a moment, Isabella yielded toaburatoftendemess; hot, 
as if aware that her bouts were numbered, she was Ibe Snt to 
rouse herself to exertion. At her earnest request , the room was 
left to hersdf , the Captain, and Frances. The repeated applied- 
lions of the surgeon , to be permiUed to use profeasional aid, were 
steadily rejected, and, at length, he was obliged unwillin^y to 
retire. 

"Baleeme," aald the dying young woman , "and letmelook 
on > face thai I kve, once more," Frances silently complied, 
and Isabella turned her eyes in sisteily affection npon Geo^ — 
"It nutters but little, my brother, a lew hours must dose (ha 
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"Live, lulwUa, mjilatcr, mfODlyatster." cried tbe jiniib, 
withaburst of sorrow ifailhe couldoDl coulrol; "mjfathert my 
poorfalher ^" 

"There Is iha stingor doth ; but he Is ■ soldier and a Cliristian. 
MissWbirioD, 1 would speak of what interests j6n, while yet I 
have strength for Ihe task." 

"Naf,"ssIdFraDceB, tenderly, " compose yourself ; letoode- 
slre to obl^ me endanger a Ufe that is prtcioua to — to — so 
many." The words were nearly stilled by her emoUooa, for tht 
other had touched a chord (hat thrilled to her heart. 

"Poor, sensitive girl!" said Isabella, regsrilliij; bcr with 
tender Interest; "but the world Is still before you, and why 
should 1 disturb the Utile happiness it may afford 1 Dream on, 
lovely Innocent I and may God keep Ihe evil day of knowledge br 
distant!" 

"Oh, there is even now little left for me to rajoy," taid 
Frances, burying her bee in the clothes; "lamhearl-strlckni, Id 
■II that 1 most loved." 

"No!" intermpted Isabella; "you bave one inducement to 
wish for life , that pleads strongly in a woman's breast. It Is a 
dclasloo that notliing but death can destroy — ." Eihaustlon com- 
pelled her la pause, and her auditora coDiinned In hreatblesa 
suspense, until, rtcoTering her strength, she laid her hand on 
that of Frances, and continued more mildly— "Miss TVharloa, 
ir there breathes a spirit congenial to Dunwoodie's, and worthy 
ofhislove, itis your own," 

A flush of Ore passed over the face of the listener, and she 
raised her eyes, Qashingwith an ungovernable look of delight, to 
the countenance of Isabella; but the ruin she beheld recalled bet< 
lerfeeliag«, and again her head dropped upon the covering of ibe 
bed. iMbella watched her emotions with a look that partook both 
of pity and admiration. 

•' Such have been Ihe feelings that I have escaped," she conLi- 
nued; "yes. Hiss Wharton, fiunwoodle Is wholly yours." 

"Be just to yourself, ray sister," eiclalmedlbe youth; "lei 
DO tomuitic gCDerosity cause you to forget your own character." 
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She heard Urn , and filed a gue of lender inleresl on his Tace, 
bnt itowlj shook her head as the replied — 

"ftisnotroDUDce, buttmth, that bids me spealc. Oh! bov 
mnchhiYelUvcd within an hoar! HiasWharloa, I was born 
under a bnmiiig snn , and mj feelings seem to liaTO imbibed its 
warmtii; 1 haTe existed for passion , onlj." 

"Sajnot so — say not so, I implore yoa," cried the agitated 
broiber: *'i)uii]( bow devoted lus been jout love to our aged 
father; how disialeresled, bow lender joDraOeclian tome!" 

"Yes," said Isabella, asmileofmildpieasarebeamiagonber 
conntenance; "tbal, Btleast, tsareQeclioavhichmajbe talicD to 
liie grave." 

Neither Frances nor her brother ioterropted her meditations, 
which continued for several miautes; when, suddenlj recollecting 
herself, she continned — 

"1 remain selfish evea to the last; with me. Miss Wharton, 
America and her liberties wasmjBirUest passion, and — " again 
she paused, and Frances thoaght it was the struggle of death that 
followed; hot reviving, she proceeded — " Whj should I hesitate, 
on the brinli of the grave ! Duuwoodie was my neit and m; last. 
But," burying her face in her hands, "it was a love that was 
unsought. " 

"Isabella!" eiclaimed her brother, springing from the bed, 
and pacing the floor in disorder. 

"See how dependent we become Quder the domialoaor worldly 
pride; it is painful to George to leam that one he loves had not 
feelings Boperior to her nature and education." 

"Sayno more," whispered Fiances; "you distress us both 
— say no more, I entreat yon." 

"In jastice to Dunwoodie I must speali; and for the same 
reason, mj brother, jou must listen. By no act or word has 
Dunwoodie ever induced mc to believe , he wished me more than a 
friend; nay, latteriy, I have had the burning shame of thinking 
that he avoided my presence. " 

"Would he dare I " said Singleton fiercely. 

"Pence, my brother, and tislen," continued Isabella, rousing 
herself with an effort that was linal: "here is the innocent, ths 
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JostlSable came. We an botli molherlesi ; bnl Out Biiiit — tbit 
mild, plaln-beirted , obserriag aunt, has given job iha Tictorr. 
Ob ! how mach she loses, vbo loses a female goardiin to her jonib. 
I have exhibited those Teeliogs vhieh jon have been Uu^( l« re- 
press. After this, caoIvIshloliTBl" 

"Isabeltal mf poor Isabella I joa wander in four mind." 

"Bat one word more — far I feel that blood, which erer Oowed / 
too awlftlf, rasbing where nature ever iniended it to go. Woman ( 
must be eoogbi to be priced; berlifeis one of concealed emotions; 
blessed are Ihej whose earlf irapressions make Ihe task free Erom 
hypocrisy, for finch only can be bappy with men like— like Don- 
woodie." Her Toice failed, and she sank back on her pillow is 
silence. The cry ofSingletoa brought the rest of the parly to her 
bedside, but deadi was already upon hercoaDteDance;herreniBiD- 
ing strength jnstsnlQced to reach the hand of George, and press- 
ing II to her bosam for a moment, she relinqnlshed her grasp, and, , 
with a slight eonvnlaloQ, eipired. 

Frances Wharton bad tboQ^^t that faU had done Its worst, in 
endangering the life of her broiber, and destroying the reason of 
her sister; buttbe relief conveyed by Ihe dying declaration of Isa- 
bella taught her Ihal another sorrow had aided in loading her heart 
with grief. She aiw the whole Imlh at a glance ; nor was the manly 
delicacy of Danwoodie lost nponber — ererything tended to raise 
him in hei estimation ; and, formonmiugibatdaly and pride had 
indnced her to strive to think less of him , she was compelled tu 
inbslltate regret that her own act had driven him f>om her lu 
sorrow, if not In desperation. It Is not In the nature of youth, 
however, to despair; and Frances knew a secret joy In the midst of 
their distress , thai gave a new spring to her existence. 

Hie snn broke forih, on the morning that succeeded this nlgnt 
of desolation, iDuncloBdedlustre, andseemed to mock the petty 
sorrows of those who received bis rays. Lawton had early ordered 
his steed, and was ready to mount as the first burst of light broke 
over Ihe hills. His orders were already given, and the trooper 
threw his leg across the saddle, in silence ; and, casting a glance of 
fierce chagrin at the narrow spuce that bad favoured the flight of 

u,„„„^„.„Coi.>^lc 



278 

die sUoner , he gave Boiooke Uie rein , and moved slowlj towards 
the Tillef . , 

The stillness ofdeath pervaded the road, norvas there a single 
Teaiige of the scenes of the night, to tarnish the lorellness or a 
glorloas raora. Strack with the eonirast between man and nature, 
the fearless trooper rode b; each pass of danger, regardless of what 
might happen ; nor did he roasc bimseir from his musiDg, until 
the noble charger, snnMng Ibe morning air, greeted the steeds o( 
the gnard under Sei^eant Hollisler. 

Here, indeed, was to be seen sad evidence of the midnight fraf , 
but the trooper glanced his eye over it with the coolness of one 
accustomed to such sights. Withoat wasting the moments in use- 
less regrets , he proceeded , at once , to business — 

"Have jonseen anjthlngT" he demanded of the orderlf, 

"Nothii^, Sir, that we dared to cbs^ npon," returued 
HoUister; "bat we mounted once, at ibe report of distant fire- 

"Tiswen,"3BidLawton, gloomily. "Ah! Hollisler, I woald 
give the animal I ride, to have liad jour single arm between the 
wretch who drew that trigger and these useless rocks , which over- 
hang everj bit of ground , as if the; grudged pasture to a single 

"Coder tbe light of day, and charging maa to man, lamas 
good as another; but I can't say that I'm over-rond of lighting with 
those that neither steef nor lead can bring down." 

"What sillj crotchet is uppermost, now, in that mjstiOed 
brain of thine, Deacon HollteterT" 

"I Lke not the dark object that has been mananvrCDg in Ibe 
skirt of the wood since the Tirst dawn of day; and twice, during the 
nigbt, it was seen marching across the fire-Ugbt, nn donbtwith 
eril intent." 

"Isityonballofblacb, at the foot ofthe rock-maple, that yon 
meaD? In truth it moves." 

"But without mortal motion," said the sergeant, regarding It 
with awfhl reverence : " It glides along , but no feet have been seen 
by any wUo watch here." 

"Had it vines," crledLawtoo, "itlsmloe; sUDdbst, until 
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Ijolo." The words vere hardly altered before Boanoke was Gjing 
across the plain , aod apparently Terifying the boasl of bis master. 

"Ttaosecorscdrocks!" ejacnlated the trooper, asbesawthe 
object of Ms pursait approaching the hitl-side; but, either from 
want of practice or from terror, it passed the obvlons shelter lliey 
offered, aodfledfnto the open plain. 

"I have you, man or derill" sboated Lawton , vUrliDg bis 
sabre froni its scabbard, "Halt, aod take quarter 1" 

Ujs proposition was apparently acceded to; for, at Uie sound 
of his powerful voice, the figore sank upon the ground, exhibiling 
a shapeless ball of black, without life or motion, 

"What have ve here?" cried Lawtou, drawingupbyitsside; 
"a gala suit of the good maiden, Jeanette Peyton, wandering 
aronnd its birthplace, or searching In vain for Its discomfiled 
mistress?" Ho leaned forward la his stirrups, and placing the 
poiatof his sword under the silken garment, by throwing aside the 
covering, discovered part of the form of the reverend gentleman 
who had Ded from the Loensts, the evening before, inhisrobeaot 

"In truth, Hollister had some ground for his alarm ; an army 
chaplain is, at anytime, a terror to a troop of horse," 

The clergyman bad collected enough of his disturbed faculties, 
to discover that it was a face he knew, and, somewhat disconcerted 
at the terror he bad manifested , and the indecent attitude in which 
he had been found, heendeavonredlorise, and offer some eipla- 
nalion, Lawton received his apologies good-humouredly. If not 
with much faith in their tmth; and, after a short commnnieatlon 
upon the state of the valley, the trooper courteously alighted, and 
Ibey proceeded towards the guard. 

"lamso little acquainted. Sir, wlih the rebel uniform, that 
I really was unable to distinguish, whether those men, whom 
yon say are yoitr own , did or did not belong to the gang of ma- 
rauders." 

"Apology, Sir, Isunneeessarj," replied the trooper, enriiog 
his Up; "it is not your task, $»% minister of God, to take note 
of Ibe tMdBf^ of a coat. Ite atandard under vUch yon serre . Is 
•cknowtedged hj as aD." 
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"I scrre noder ibe slandard of his gradoDs msjeslj George 
III.," returned the priest, vipiag the cold sweat&orobisbrow; 
"but really the idea of belog scalped has a strong tendeoej toniH 
iniD a new beginner, Uke myself." 

"Scalped I" echoed Lanloa, stopping short iu his walk ; then 
recollecting bimselF, be added with composure, — "If itts to 
Danwoodie's sqaadron ofTfrginia light dragoons (hat jou allnde, 
ft may be welt to iuforai yoa that they generally take a bit of the 
sknUwUhthesbio." 

"Obi I can have no apprehensions of gentlemen of your ap- 
pearance," Slid the divine, vilhasmirk; "it is the natives that 
I apprehend." 

"Natives! 1 have Ihe honour to be one, Idoassnreyon, Sir." 

"Nay, I beg that I may be nnderslood — I mean the Indians; 
they wbo do nothing but rob, and murder, anddcsiroj." 

"And scalp!" 

"Tea, Sir, andsealptoo," continued the clergyman , eyeing 
hts companion a little susplclonsly; "the copper-coloured, savage 
Indians." 

" And did jou expect to meet those nose-jewelled gentry In the 
neutral groandt" 

"Certainly; we understand in England that the interior swarms 
with them." 

"And call you this the interior of America?" cried Lawton, 
again hailing, and staring the other in the face , with a surprise loo 
naturally expressed to be counterfeited, 

"Surely, Sir, Iconceivemyselftobein tbelnterior." 

"Attend," saidLawton, pointing towards the east; "secyou 
not that broad sheet of water which the eye cannot compass? 
thither lies the England you deem woriiiy to hold donuDion over 
half the world. See yon Uie land of your nativity? " 

"T Is impossible to behold objects at the distance of three 
Ihonsand miles!" exclaimed the wondering priest, a little sos- 
pleioos of Us companion's sanity. 

"No! what a pity it is (bat the powers of man are not equal to 
his ambition How turn your eyes westward: observe that vast 
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eipanse of vater vUch rolls between die aliorefl or America and 
Cliina," 

"laae nDthlDgbntloDd," Mid ihe trembUngpriesI; "thete 
Is DO vsler to be seen." 

"TIs impoisible to bebold objects tt tbe distance of three 
thoosaod miles!" repealedLswIon, pursolog his walk i "IfjMi 
apprehead the savages, seek them In the tanks of your prince. Bum 
and gold hsTj preserved their lojaltj." 

"Nothing Is more probable than nij being deceived," said the 
man of peace , casting fuitlve glances at Ihe colossal stature and 
whiskered Troat of bis companion; "but the mmouns we have al 
borne , and the nncerlaintj of meeting with such an enemy u foar- 
self, inducedme to 11; at jour approach." 

"Twas notjndlclouslj deteimlned," said the trooper, "as 
Boanoke has the heels of joo greatly; and flying fromScylla, you 
were liable to encounter Chsrybdis. TUose woods and rocks cover 
Ihe very uiemles yon dread." 

"Tbe savages!" eiclalmed the divbie, Inslinellvely placing 
the trooper In the rear. 

"More than savages; men who, nnder the guise of patriotism, 
prowl throagh the eommnnlty, witha thirst for plunder that Is un- 
satlable , and a love of cruelty that mocks the Ingenuity of the In- 
dian. Fellows whose months are filled with liberty and equality, 
and whose hearts are oversowing with cupidity and gall — gentle- 
men that are yclep'd the skinners." 

"I have heard them mentioned in our army," said the 
frightened divine , "and had thought them to be the aborigines." 

" Ton did the savages Injustice." 

They now approacbed tbe spot occupied by Bolllster, who 
witnessed with surprise Ihe character of Ihe prisoner made by his 
CBptain. Lewlongavehisorden, and the men immediately com- 
menced lecnring and removing such articles of furniture as were 
thoughtwoTlby of Ihe trouble; and the Captain, with his reverend 
associate , who was mounted on a mettled horse , returned to the 
quarters of tbe troop. 

It was the wish of Singleton that the remains of his sister 
should be conveyed to the post commanded by bis father, and pre- 
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pantldDa were earlj nude to Ihb effecl. Tlie wounded Brillsb vera 
placed nnder Ihe conlrot of the ehapliin; and towards the middle 
of the day , Liwtoo saw all Ihe aiTangenieots bo far completed , as 
to render it probable that hiafew hours hewoddbeleft, with his 
small partj, in nndismrbed passesslon of ihe Comers. 

While leaning in the door-waj , gazing in mood; silence at the 
gronnd which had been the scene of the last night's chase, his ear 
caught the sound of ahorse, and the neit moment a dragoon of his 
own troop appeared dashing up the road, as if onbasioessof the 
last Importance. The steed was foaming , and the rider had the 
•ppearanee of having done a hard day's sen'ice. Without speaking, 
he placed a letter In the hand of Lawion , and led his chai^er to the 
■lahlc. The trooper knew the hand of the Major , and ran his e;e 
over the follawing : — 

"I rejoice 11 is (he oidei of Wa^blneron , that Ihe famllf of Ibe 
LncuBli are to be removed above tbe illgbEMndg. Tbey are In be 
admilled lolbeBOcIelyof Captain Wbarlon.wbo walla only for Ibeir 
leetlmony to bs tried. Yon will coninanieatelhlBOrder, andwllh 
proper delicacy [ do not doubl. The English are moving up tbe river; 
and themomenlyouaeclbeWIiarlonslaBarely, break ap, andjoin 
yourtroap. There wilt be Eood service lo be done wben wn meet, 
as Sir Henry la reported lo bave sent out a real aoldler la comDand. 
Reports must be iDa,de lo tbe Gonnnandanl at Peetskill , for Colanel 
SInglnlon la wtibdrawn to bead-quarleni, la preside Over Ibe enquiry 
apon poor ^Vbarlon. Freab orders havs been sent lo bang lbs pedlei 
ir we can lake hUn, but they are not from tbe commander-lD'Cbler. 
Detail a Bm»ll guard witb tke ladles, and gel Into Ibe saddle u seoa 



TUb eommnnicattoit enlirelf dianged the whole ■rrangemenl. 
There wu noloagerenymoliveforremovlng the body of Isabella, 
since ber hther was no longer with his command , and Singleton 
reloctanllf acqnleaetd in an immediate Intenneot. A retired and 
lovel J spot was selected, nearlhefootofthe adjacent rocka, and 
such rude preparations were made as the time and the situation of 
tiie country permitted. A few of the nelghbonring inhabitants 
collected bom curlosl^ and interest, and Miss Peyton and Frances 
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Tcpt in stneerilj over her gnve. Ths salenm offices of the church 
vera perfonned bf the minister vho had so latetjr stood foith to 
offlelile Id another and very different datj; uidLawloo bent his 
head, and passed hlshandacroeshisbroir, while Ihs words that 
accompanied the Brsi clod were nllerad. 

A new Btimidna was given to the Whartons b; the fntelligeoce 
convejedin theletterofDonwDodic; and Cesar, with bis horses, 
was once more put in requisition. The relics of the property were 
enimsted to a netglibour, In whom (hey had conSdeDce; *ad, 
aecompioied bj the nneonscioDfi Sarah, and alMnded bf foar 
dragoons and all of the American wonnded, Hr. Wharton's party 
took their departure. They were speedily followed by the English 
chaplain, with his conntrymen, who were COnTeyed to the water 
side, where a vessel was In waiting to receive them. Lawion 
joyfally witnessed these moveinents; and as soon as the latter 
vert out of sight, he ordered his own bugle to sonnd. Every 
thing was instantly in motion. The mare of Mrs. Flaoagan was 
again fastened to the caK; Dr. Silgreaves eibjbiled his shapeless 
form once more on horseback; and the trooper appeared in the 
■addle, rejoicing in his emancipation. 

The word to march was given ; and Lawton , throwing a look 
of euIlcD ferocity at the place of the skinner's eoncealmeDt, and 
another of melancholy regret towards the grave of Isabella, led the 
way , aeeompanied by the sargeon In a brown study ; while Ser- 
geant HoUister and Betty brought up (he rear, leaving a fresh 
southerly wind to whistle Ihrongh die open doors and broken 
windows of the "Hotel Flanagan," where the langb of hilarity, 
the joke of the hardy partisan, and the lamentations of the sorrow- 
ing, had so lately echoed. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

N» nrnil bloDu Iheii torpll ncki 



Bat vitenri ilui, ud itormy glgaoi iDTcit 

floldinltlu 

The roada of West-Cbesler are, at this hoar, below ibe tm- 
proTemenU of the country. Their condition ai the time of the tale 
bas dread; been allnded to in ibese pages; and ibe reader wili, 
therefore, easilf Imagine tbe task asaamed bj Cxsar, whea be 
undertook lo guide the translited chariot of the English prelate 
througli Iheti windings , into one of the less frequealed passes o( 
Ibe Highlands of the Hudson. 

While Casar Nid bis steeds were contending with these dilD- 
cuttles , the inmates of the carriage were too much engrossed with 
theii own cares to attend to those who served them. Tbe mind ol 
Sarah had ceased to wander sowildlf asat first; bnt at ever; ad< 
Taoce that she made towards reasou, she seeoicd la retire a step 
from animation; from being eicited and flighty, she was gradually 
becoming moody and melancholy. There were moments, indeed, 
when her aniioos companions thought that Lbey could discern 
marks of recollection; bat the express! on of eiqnisite wo that ac- 
companied these transient gleams of reason, forced them to the 
dreadru] altematiTeof wishing Ibat she might for erer be spared the 
agony of thought. The day's march was performed chiefly in 
alienee , and the party found shelter for the night In different farm- 
bonses. 

Tlie following morning the canlcade dispersed. The wounded 
dive^ed towards the river , with the inlention of taking wal«r al 
Peekskill , in order to be transported to the hospitals of the ijne- 
rican army above. The litter of Slagleton was conveyed (o a part 
of the Highlands where his father held his quarters , and where it 
was intended tbal the yonlh shonld complete his cnre ; the carriage 
of Mr. Whartou, accompanied by a wa^on conveying the bonse- 
keeper and wbai baggage had been saved, and could be tran^* 
ported, resumed Its route towards the place where Henr; Wbarloo 
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was held In dnresM , ud where he only wailed dieir arriTBl U> be 
put on trill forhis life. 

The counirj which lies between the wii^s of dteHmlMin and 
Long^Ulend Sonnd, Is, fbrthe Brsl fcrtj miles Trom their juQction, 
B suecessloa of hilis and dales. The land horderiag od the latter 
then becomes less abrupt, and gradually assnnies m milder ap- 
pearance , until it finally melts into the IotcIj plains and meadows 
oriheConDeciient, Bntas yon approach the Uudsoa, then^ed 
aspect iDcreases, antil yon at length meet with the formidable 
liarrler of the Highlands. Here the Neutral Ground ceased. The 
royal army held the two points of land that commanded the soutb- 
em entrance of the riier into the monntains; but all the remaining 
passes were guarded by th* Americaos. 

We have already elated that the pickets of the continental anny 
were sometimes pushed low into the country, and thatthehamlcl 
of Uie White Plains was occuIoDally maintained by parties of its 
troops. Atotber times, the advanced guards were withdrawn to 
the nortbern eitremityof the county, and, as has been shown, 
the intermediate country was abandoned to the ravages of the 
miscreants who plundered between both armies , sening neither. 

The road talten by onr party was not the one that eommnnic«(ea 
between tlie two principal cities of the slate, bat was a retired and 
uofreqaeotcd pass, that to this hour is but little known, and 
which entering the hills near the eastern boundary , emei^es int« 
the plain above , many miles from Uie Hudson. 

It woidd bare been impossible for the tired steeds of Mr. 
Wharton to drag the heavy chariot up iht tengthened and steep 
ascents which now lay before them; and a pair of country horses 
were procured , with but little regard to (heir owner's wishes, by 
(he two dragoons who still continued (o aecompauy the party. 
Wilb tbeir assistance, Cssar was enabled to advance, by slow 
and toilsome steps, into the bosom ofthe bills. Willing to relieve 
bcr own melancholy by breathing a freaber atr, and also (o lessen 
tiie weight, Frances alighted as they reached the foot of the moun- 
tain. She found (bat Katy had made similar preparations , with 
the like inlenlior) of walking to the snmmil. It was near the setting 
tt the sun, and , £rom the (op of the mountain , their gnard had 
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decIaTedlliBdlM end of their Jonnie; might be discerned, Frances 
moTed forward with the clastic step of jouth; sod, followed b; 
the hoasekeeper at a little distance , she soon lost sight of the 
sluggish carriage, that was slowlTtoitingaplhe hill, occasionally 
halting to ailow Uie cattle to breathe. 

"Oh, Hiss Faun J, what dreadful times these be!" saidKatj, 
vhen the J pansed for breath tbeinselTes; "Iknow'd that calamity 
was abont to befall, eTer sin' ^le streak of blood vaa seen in the 
eloBds." 

"IThere has been blood npon earth, Katy, though bat little 
Is erer seen in the clouds." 

"Not blood in the clondsl" echoed the housekeeper; "jes, 
that there has, often, and comets «Ui flery, smoking tails. 
Didn't people see armed men in the bearens, the year the war 
hegonY and, the night before the balde of the Plains, wasn't 
there Ihander, like Uie cannon themselves? — Ahl Hiss Fanny, 
I'm fearful that no good can follow rebellion against tbeLord't 
anointed ! " 

"These eTenia are cerlajnly dreadful," relamed Frances, 
" and enough to sicken the stoutest heart. But what can be done, 
KutyT — Gallant and independent men are unwilling to submit lo 
oppression; md I am fearfnl that such scenes are bat too common 
in war." 

"If 1 could hut see aaything to fight about," soldKaty, re- 
newiugher walkaslhe jdung lady proceeded, "I shouldn't mind 
it so mnch. 'Twas said the king w^ied all the tea for his own 
family, at one time; ^d then again, tliat he meant the colonies 
should pay oYer to him all their eomiDgs. Now this is matter 
enough to fight about — for I'm sure that no one, howererbe may 
be lord or king , ba^ right to the hard earnings of another. Then 
It was ail contradicied , and some said Washinglon vanled to he 
kiogblmself; so that, between the two, one doesn't know which 
lo beliere." 

"Beliere neither — for neither Is true. I do not pretend to 
understand, myself, all ibe merits of this war, Katy; battome 
It seems unnatural, that a country like this should be ruled by 
•nolher so distant as England." 
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"So I hare heard Hairej hj to bis Talher, that b deid and 
In his gim" nlDined Katy, approaching neaTer to the javag 
lady, aad lowering her TOice. "Hanj is the good time that I'te 
listened to thein talking, when all the neighbourhood was asleep; 
and such conTersatioos, Miss Fanny, thai joa can have no idea 
odI — Well, to saf the truth , Harvej was a mjslified body, and 
be was llhe the winds in the good book; no one could tell whence 
became, or whither be went," 

Frances glanced her eje at her companion with an apparent 
deshre to hear mora. 

"Tbtre are nunoon abroad nlatln to the character of Bar- 
Tey," sheuid, "ifaatlshonldbesotiTweretrue." 

"TIs a disparagement, ererywordoo't," criedSatj, teho- 
metitly; "Harrey bad no more dealings with Beliehub than yon 
or I had. I'm sure if Harrey had sold himself, be would lake care 
to be better paid; thongh, to speak the truth, he was always ■ 
wasteful and dlsregardful man." 

"Nay, nay," retnmed the smiling Frances , "I harenosuch 
injurions suspicion of hhn; bnt has he not sold himself to an 
earthly prince — one loo much attached to the interest of his natlYO 
Island to he always just to this country t " 

"Tolhekln^smajestyl" itpIledKaty. " Why, Hiss Fanny, 
yoDT own brother that Is fn gaol serres King George." 

"Tnie," said Frances, "bnt not in secret — openly, man- 
fully, and brarely." 

"T is said he is a spy, and why an't one spy ss bad as an- 
other?" 

*"T Is nntnie ; no act of deception Is worthy of my brother ; 
nor of any would he be gnllty, for so base a purpose as gain or 
pTomoUon." 

"Well, rm sure," saldKatj, a little appalled at the manner 
of the yoang lady, "If a body does the work, he sboold be paid 
fortt. Harvey Is by no means pariic'lar about getting his lawful 
does; and I dar'st to say. If the tmth was forthcoming, King 
George owes him money this very mlnnle." 

"Then yog acknowledge Us conoeiion with the British army," 
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said Frances; "1 confess there bave been momenls when I have 
thought diSerenllj." 

"Lord, HissFannf, Harre; is a man that do caknlatloD can 
be made on. Though I lived In his house for a long conconrse of 
jears, I have never known whether he belonged above ot below.* 
Theiime that Bnrg'jne was taben, be came home, and (here was 
great doings between him and the old gentleman, bat for the life I 
couldn't telllf'twasjoforgrief. Then, here, the other daj, when 
the great British general — Tm snre I have been bo flniTied with 
losses and tronbles, that 1 fo^et his name ~" 

"Andri," said Frances. 

"Yes, Ondree; when he was hanged, acrost the Tappaao, the 
old genCeman was near hand to going crazj abont tt, and didn't 
sleep for nightnor day, till Harve; got bacii; and (hen his monej 
was mosllf golden guineas; bat the sliinners tookit all, and now 
bebabe^ar, or, what's the same thing, despisable for poverty 
■nd want." 

To this speech Frances made no reply, bnt contlnoed her walk 
up the hill, deeply engaged in her own rcDections. The allnsiou 
lo Andrd had recalled her thoughts to the situation of her own 
brother. 

Ibeysoon reached the highest point in their toilsome progress 
to the summit, and Frances sealed herself on a rock to rest and to 
admire. Immediately at herfeetlay adeepdell, but little altered 
by cultivation , and dark with the gloom of a November sunset. 
Another hill rose opposite to the place where she sat, at no great 
distance , along whose rugged sides DDthing was to be seen bnt 
shapeless rocks , and oaks whose stinted growth showed a meagre 

To be seen In (heir perfection , the Highlands must be passed 
Immediately after the fait of the leaf. The scene Is then the Snest, 

for neither (he scanty foliage which the summer lends (be trees, 
nor the snows of winter , are present to conceal the minutest oh- 
jects from the eye. Chilling solitude is the cbarae (eristic of the 



,„„^„ .„ Gouj^lc 



sttmij; norUlIiemlDdatlibeiij, as In March, to look forward 
to a rniewed Tegetatioa ttiai U soon to check , viltumt Improilng 
IfasTlew. 

Hie daf bad bKO cloud; and cool, lod Ihin fleecj clonds hang 
around the horiiOD, often promising to disperse, bat as frequeati; 
disappointing Frances in the hope of catching a parting beam rrom 
tbe setting sun. At length a soliiarf gleam slracb on the base of 
(he moanlain on which she was gazing ; and moved gracefuilj op 
its side, nalil, reacbing the snmmit, it stood for a minute, forming 
■ crown ofglor; to the sombre pile. So strong were the rays, that 
vhat was before Indistinct now cleori; opened to the view. With 
a feeling of awe at being thus aneipectedlj admiiled , as it were, 
iBlotbeseeretsof ihatdeserlplace, Frances gued intently, until, 
aroonglhe scattered trees and fantastic rocks, something likeamde 
structnre was seen. Ilwaslow, andso obscured bf the colonr of 
ItsmateilalB, that bnt for Its roof, and the glittering of a window, 
it must have escaped her notice. While jet lost In the astonisb' 
meni created by discovering a habitation Id snch a spot, on ntmiDg 
her eyes she perceived another object that Increased her wonder. 
II apparently was a hnmaD figure, but of singular mould and 
unnsnal defonnily. It stood on the edge of a rock , a little above 
the hot; andit wasnodiffleulttask for our heroine to fancy it was 
gazing at the vehicles that were ascending the side of the monntaln 
beneath her. The distance, however, was too great to distinguish 
with precision. Alter lookbg at It a moment in breathless won- 
der, Frances had just come to the conclusion that it was Ideal, and 
that what she saw was a part of the rock llself, when the object 
moved swiftly fTom Its position , and glided Into the hat, at once 
removing every doubt as to the natnre of either. Whether it was 
owing to recent conversation that she had been holding with Katyt 
or to some fancied resemblance that she discerned , Frances 
thODght, as the figare vaulshed from her view, that it bore a 
marked likeness to Birch, moving under the weight of his pack. 
She cootiniied to gaze towards the mysterloQS residence, when the 
gleam of light passed away , and at the same instant the tones ol 
« bugle rang through the glens indhoUowa, and were re-echoed in 
every direction. Springing on her tttt, the alarmed girl heard th« 
JitSpg. 19 
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trampling of horses, and direcllf ■ par^ la thevdl-kaowii nnlTom 
ot the Tirgtnlam eama iweeping round tbe pobi ctfa rock near ber, 
and drev op at a short distatiGe. Again the bogle Bounded a Uvelj 
stnin, and before the agitaled Frances had time to tall; her 
thoughts, Donwoodie dashed by the parlf of dragoons, threw hin^ 
selffrom his charger, and advanced to her side. 

His manner «ai earnest and interested, bat in > sli^tdegree 
constrained. la a few words he eiplained, that he had been or- 
dered up , with a partj of Lawtoa's men , in the absence of the 
Captain bimself, toattendlhe trial of Heoiy, which was fixed for 
the morrow; andthat, anxious for their safely, in the rude passes 
of the mountain, he bad ridden a mile or two In quest of Die tra^ 
tellers. Frances explained, with trembling voice , the reason of 
ber being in advance, and tao^t him roomeotarilf to expect the 
arrival of lierfother. The constraint of his manner had, however, 
onwinin^j on her part, communicated Itself to her own deport- 
ment, andlheapproacbof the chariot was a relief to both. The 
Hajor handed her In , spoke a few words of encouragement to Ur. 
Wharton and Uiss Peyton, and again mounting, led the way 
towards tha plains of FIshkill, wbich broke on their sight, on 
tumlog the rock, with the effect of enchantment. A ^ort half 
hoarbronght tbemlolhedoor of the farm-4ioQse, niiich the care 
of Doowoodle had already prepared for their reception . and where 
Captain Wharlon was aniiouBij expecting their arrival. 



CHAPTER XXVI, 

TliaH Ilnki ar* itraiiEtliaii'd vltb ■ loUlH'i tall. 

Nor liM tbii cheak bean aTer bUacW wICli fau — 

Ba[ thii lad Ula of Ihlaa anemtei all 

Within ma Iliat I onca could bout ai man; 

Chill iranliliiif iivai laiia nym mj Iwmt, 

A«d tMnof cbilditb aana* ^oDr, (pace, 

TJir*n|b acarrad cbiDDtU, Ibat van Bark'd ij vdboiIi. 

The friends ofHcnry 'Wharton had placed so mnch reliance on 
his Innocence , that Ihey were unable to see the full danger of his 
situation. Aa the moment of trial, however, approached, the 
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niiBUiiiMB o[ (he ifDoih blntielf Incniued; and after spending 
mMt of Ibe night with hlsiQUetedbmlljr, beav(4e, on Ike fi^ 
lowtng morning, from a short aud disturbed clumber, lo a clearer 
aenseof hisGondilion, and a survejr of Uie means Ihalvereioci'- 
trlcate him from It irttii life. Tberaukof Aadri, and ifae Impoi- 
laaceoftfae measures he was plotting, together wilh the powerful 
iBlereeseiOD that had been made in his bebalT, oceasioued his eie- 
eulloa lo be stamped with greater noI«[lel]r than the ordlnarf 
eTeataoflhewar. Butspies were IreqneiiUf arrested; tndLhelft- 
staoces that occurred of summarj puntebmeut for thb crime vers 
nnmberless. These were facia that were well known lo both Dun- 
woodie and the prisoner ; and to their eiperienced jadgmenls the 
preparations for the (rial were indeed alatiuing. NoIwiihstaudiDg 
their apprehensions, ihe; succeeded so far in coacealing them, that 
neither Uisa Pe;ton nor Frances was aware of their eiient. A 
strong guard was stationed In ihtt oul-l>allding of the farm-boBse 
where the prisoner was qoariered , and sereral sentinels watched 
theavennes that approached the dwelling. Another was constantly 
near the room of the British otBcer. A conrt was already detailed 
(o eiaraine into the circaroalancai, and upon their decision the fate 
of Uenrj retted. 

The moment at length arrlred , and the different actors In the 
approaching InTestigation assembled. Frances eiperienced a feel- 
ing like suflbcallon , as , after taking her seat in ih> midst of her 
family, her eyes wandered over the group who were thus collected, 
Thejudges, three In number, Mt by themselves, clad in the vest- 
ments of their profusion , and maintained a gravity wmlhy of the 
occasion , and becoming in Ihelr rank. In the ctnire was a man of 
advanced years , and wbuse whole eilerior bore the stamp of eatly 
and long-tried military habits. ThlswastiieprtsEdeQt of the conrt; 
and Frances, after taking a hasty and unsatisfactory view of bis 
asMCiaies, tamed to his beuevaleDt countenance as to the har- 
binger of mercy to her brother. There was a melting and subdued 
eipreaslonln the features of the veteran, that, contrasted with the 
rigid decency and composure of the others, could not fail to at- 
tract her notice. Bis attire was strictly In conformity to the pre- 
scribed rules of the servioi to which he belonged; butwbile his hair 
19» 
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mierectuidiiiillUiy, UBBngers trilled, with a kind of conTtil- 
sl?« and nnconsciDiia motion, vilb ■ bit of crape that entwined tho 
hilt of the nrord on which bis bod j parti j reclined, and which, Ilko 
UmMlf, seemed ■ relic of oldertimes. There werg the workings 
ofaannqaietBool wIiMd; bnt bis mililarj ftront blended awe with 
Ihe pit; that its eibibition excited. His associates were ofRcers se- 
lected from the eastern troops , who held the fortresses of West 
Point and the adjacent passes ; the; were men who had attained the 
meridian of Ufe, and theejesonght in vain the eipressfon of anjr 
passion or emotion on which it might seize as an Indication of hu- 
man InOrmtlf . In their demeanoar, there was a mild, but a gran. 
Intellectual reserre. U there was no ferocit; nor harshness to ehill, 
neitheriras there compsssion nor Interest to attract. The; were 
men who had long acted nnder the dominion of a prudent reason, 
and whose feelings seemed trained to a perfect submission to their 
judgments. 

Before thes« aH>ilers of Us fate Benrj Wharton wu ushered, 
under the cnstod; of armed men. A profoond and avtnl sDencs 
succeeded his entrance, and the blood of Frances cfaiUed as she 
noted the gmre character of the whole proceedings. There was 
bnt little ofpomp In the preparations, to Impress her Imagination; 
bat the reserved, business-like air of the whole scene made it 
seem , Indeed , as If the destinies of life awaited the result. Two 
of the judges sat In grave reserve , fixing their enquiring e;es on 
the object of their inresUgatlon ; but the president continued 
gailDg aronnd with uneas; convulsive motions of the muscles of 
the face, that indicated a restlessness foreign to bis jears and 
dot;. It was Colonel Singleton, who, but the da; before, bad 
learned the fate of Isabella , but who stood forth In the disdiarge 
of a duty that his conDtrx.Te quired at his hands. The silence, 
and the eipeclation in ever; e;e, at length struck him, and making 
an effort to collect himself, he spoke , In the tones of one used to 
aulhorilj. 

"Bring forth the prisoner," bessid, with a wave of the hand. 

The sentinels dropped the polntsof (heir bayonets towards the 
judges, andHenryWhartonadvanced, with aGnnslep, Intothe 
centre of the aparLmcnt, All vas now anilely and eager cnrlosilii 
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Fnncu torntd t(a a moment Id gnUfbl emotloo , u Oa, d«ep ind 
perturbed brutlilDg of Dunwoodle reached her ean; but her 
brother igain eoaeentraled all her iatetest in one feeling ol iDteoBO 
care. lalhe back-gronndwereairangedlbelDmaleflDflhefamil; 
who omed the dwelling, and behind ihem, again, vas a row 
of Bhlofng faces or ebonjigUsleniDgwith pleased wonder. Amonpt 
these waa the faded lustre of Qesar Thompson's eonntenaDce. 

"Yon an said," coniinaed the president, "to be Uenr; 
Wharton, a CapUio in his Britannic majesl^a 60lh regiment 
of foot." 

"I am." 

"I like jonr candour. Sir; it partakes of the honourable 
feelings of a soldier, and cannot (ali to impress jour judges 
hTonrabl;.'* 

"It would be pmdent," said one of Us compmions, "to 
advise the prisoner that he is boond to anawer no more Ihan be 
deems necesaarf: althongh we are a court of martial law, jet, in 
Ibis respect, we own the principles of all &ee goTemmenta." 

A. nod of approbation from Ihe sHent mgmber waa bestowed on 
thIsremaA, and the president proceeded with caution, referring 
to the minutes he held Id bis bands. 

"It iBanaccnsatloD ^alnatfon, that, beinganolQeerofIhe 
enemf, jon passed the pickets of the American army at the White 
Plains, iDdlsgaise, on the 2Bth of October laat, whereb; jon ate 
suspected of views hostile to the Interests of America, and have 
subjected jDDTseif to the ponishment of a spy." 

The mild btit steady tones of Ihe speaker, as he slowly repeated 
the substance of this charge , were fnll of authori^. The aeeo- 
satton was so plain, thet^tsso limited, the proof so ohrions, 
and the penalty so well established, that escape seemed impos- 
sible. But Heniy replied w:th earnest grace — 

"That I passed your pickets in disguise, is true; but — " 

"Peacel" interropled the president; "(he usages of war are 
Item enough In themselves ; yon need not aid them to jonr own 
condemnation." 

"Hw prisoMT can retract that declaration , If he please," ro- 
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marked tndlher judge. "His confession, ITUken, goes (UHj (0 
prore the charge." 

*' I retnct nothing that is tnie," saldHeDrj, prondif. 

Tlie two Dameleis judges lieerd tiim in silent eomposare, yet 
there was no einltalioo mingled witli their gravilj. The president 
now appeared , however, toiakenewiaterest in the scene. 

"Your sentiment Is noble, Sir," he said; "1 onlj regret 
that a foniliful soldier should so Tar be misled bjlojalt; is to lend 
himMir to the porposei of deceit." 

"DeceitI" echoed Wharton; " I thought it pradent to guard 
against capture from my enemlei." 

"Asoldler, Captain Wharton, ihonld nerer meet his euemj 
but openly, and with aims In his hands. I haTe served two kings 
ofEngland, u 1 now serve mj native land ; bat never did I sp- 
proachafoe, onles* mtdertbellgfatof the sun, and with honest 
notice (hat an enemy was nl^." 

"Ton are at liberty to explain wliat yonr motives were in 
entering the ground held by onr army, In disgnise," said the 
other judge , with a sli^t movement of the muscles of his mouth. 

" I am the son of this aged man before you," coniinoed Henry. 
"Il wastoTisitUmthatfencoantered thedanger. Besides, the 
coonlry below is seldom held by yonr troops , and its very name 
implies a right to tilhtr party to move at pleassie over ils terri- 
tej." 

" Ils name , as a nentral groond , Is nnanthorlsed by law ; it 
b an appellation that originates with the condition of the conntry. 
But vbererer an army goes, it carries Its rights along, and the 
first is, the ability to protect Itself." 

" I am no easnist , Sir," returned the yon th ; "hut I feel that 
my father b entitled to my affection, and I would encounter greater 
risks to prove It t« him In liis old age." 

"A very eommeodshle spirit," cried the veteran; "come 
gentlemen, tbia business brightens. I confess, at first, it was 
very bad; but no man can censure liim for desirii^ to see his 
parents." 

"And bare yon proof that flacb only was yonr tnlflotiMf'' 
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"Tea — bere," laidHeniy, ■dmittinga ray of bope; "here 
bproof— mjfkther, m; sister. Major Dnovoodla, ■lllmowlU'* 

"Hun, Indeed," retncnedhis immoresblejadge, "we may 
be able to tare joti. It vould be well, Sir, to eiamine ftirlher 



"Certahilj," saidlbe prtddenl, wUhalscritj; "letlbe elder 
Hr. Wbarton approach and take the oath." 

Ibe father made an effort at compofUTe, and, adranclng 
with a feeble step, he complied with the Beceasarr fomu of the 

" Ton are the father of the prisoner T" lald Colonel Singleton, 
In a aubdoed toIco, afler pausing a moment in respect for the 
agitation of the witness. 

"Be iamf onljson." 

"And what do fou know of bis visit to jonr house, on the 
Sgibdaj of October lastl" 

"He came, asheloldjoa, to see me and his slsten." 

"Was he in diagolse?" asked the other judge. 

"Hedidnotwear theuoiformof theSOth." 

"To see his sisters, tool" said the president with great 
emodon. "Baveron dit^btera, Sirf 

"IbsTE two — both arebthls hoDse." 

"Hadheawig?" intermptedlheoOlcer, 

"There was some sncb tbiog, fdobeifeTC, npon bis bead." 

"And how long had jou been separated?" asked the pre- 

"One year and two mondis." 

"Did he wear a loose greal-coal of coarse materialsT" en- 
quired tlie officer, referring to the paper that contained the 
cbaiges. 

"There was an orer-coal." 

"And foa think that it was to see yon, onlj , that lie cami 
out?" 

"He, and mj danglers." 

"A boy of spirit," whispered the presldcDllo Ma silent com- 
rade. "I BeebniUltlebarmin such afinsk; 'twas imprudeat, 
but then it wu kind." 



.„ Couple 



296- 

"Do jou know Uul jout sen was IntniBted vllh do commlMlon 
from SItHsdi; CUdIoii, and that the visit Ui you was not merelj 
« doik to other designs!" 

"Bowculkaowit?" saidHr. Wharton, Inslann; "would 
Sir Henrj Intnisl me wilh sudi a business? " 

"Know TOD anfthiiigof this passi" eihibillng Ihe paper (bat 
DuDwoodie had retained wlien Wltarton was taken. 

"Nothing — upon mj hononr, nolhlng," cried (he falher, 
■hrinliing from the paper as from contagion. 

"On jour oatliT" 

"Mothlog." 

"EBTejoa other les[imoDj? — lhl9 does not avail jou, Cap- 
tain Whartoo, YouhavelKen taken in a silulation where jour iife 
is forfeited; tbelahourof proving jourinooccnce rests witli jour- 
seif. Take lime to reflect, and be cool." 

There was a frightful calmoess in the manuer of this judge that 
appalled Ihe prisoner. In the sjmpathj of Colonel Sioglelon, he 
could easilj lose sight of his danger; but the obdurate cod collect- 
ed air of the others was ominous of bis fate. He continued sUeut, 
casting imploring glances towards his friend. Dunwoodie under- 
stood the appeal , and offered himself as a witness. He was sworn, 
and desired to relate what he knew. His statement did not ina- 
leriallj alter Iho case , and Onuwoodie felt that it cuuld not. To 
him pcrsooatlj but little was known, and that little rather militaud 
against the safely of Beorj than otherwise. His account was listen- 
ed In in silence , and the significant shake of the head that was 
madebjlhesllenlmemberspoke too plainly wbat effect it bad pro- 
duced. 

" Still yoa Ihbk that the prisoner had no other object than what 
behasaTowed?" said the president, when he had ended. 

"None other, 1 will pledge nij life," cried the Major with 

"Will yoa swear It?" asked the Immoreable judge. 

"How can II God alone can letl the heart; but I have known 
Ibis gentleman from a boy ; deceit nerer formed part of his ebarao 
Ur. He is aboTe it." 
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*'Yoii u; (bit b« escaped, ud w*s lelAen in (^en armaT'* 
atld the presfdent. 

"liema; xaj, ha received a voimdia the combat. Toueee 
he jet maves his arm vith difflcoH j. Would be , think yon , Sir, 
hsTe Inisted himseir where he coold fall agaia into our bands , un- 
lesa coDscioos of ionoceoceT " 

"Would Aaiti have deserted a field of halUe, Major Dud- 
woadie, had he cncoaDlered such an event, nearTanr-town?" 
asked U* deliberate eiaminer, "Is it not nalaral to youth to seek 
^oryt" 

"Do yon call this glory?" eiclajmed the Uajor; "an igno- 
minious death, and a tarnished name." 

"UajoiDonwoodie," relumed iheolher, still with inTelerate 
grnvity, "JOB hare acted nobly; yonrdnly has been arduous and 
aevere, bat it lias been faithflilly and htaiourablydiadtarged; onrs 
must not be lew so." 

Daring ^le euuninatlon , the most Intense Inlertst prevailed 
among the hearers. With that kind of feeling which coaU not s»- 
parate the principle fh>m the causa , most of the auditor! Ihoo^t 
ihitirDoowoodleCtiled to move the hearts of Henry's judges, no 
oUier possessed the power. Caisar Ihmst liis misshapen form (bit- 
ward; and his features, so expressive of the concern be fell, and 
so different ttom the vacant curiosity pictured in the eouDtenanccs 
of the other blacks, canght the attention of the alleni judge. For 
the Brst lime ha spoke — 

" I.el thai black be brouj^I forward." 

It was too iste to retreat, and Casar found himself confronted 
with ■ row of rebel officers , before be knew what was uppermost 
in hia thm^la. The others yielded the eiamination (o the one whe 
Boggested It , and using all due deliberation he proceeded accord- 
ingly. 

" Yon know the prisoner T" 

"Ilinkheou^t." returned the bbck, in a manner as seolen- 
Uous as that ol bis euminer. 

"Didheglveyouihewig, whenhethrewitasidef 

"I don't want 'em," gmmhled Casar; "golaberryKOod hair 
he'self." 
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" Wtnyon enploj'ed Id MnTing so; letlera or messages wbQe 
Ctptala WharlOD was Id tout muier's hoojM? " 

"Idoiriut«Ielline,'* retaraad (he hlick. 

" Bnl wfait did (hey teS joa to doT " 

" SomeUme a od« Ung — someUma inoder." 

"Eaongh," said Colonel Singleton, wUhdignltj; "jon haro 
tbe noble sdiDOirledgineDl of a gmllemaD , whit more can 70U ot>- 
laiD from his slaveT Ciptsin Wharton, foa peralre Ihe nnfor- 
tODale ImpresaloD against jod. Have joa other testimonf to ad- 
duce? " 

To Henry there now renuJned bat little hope; Us conGdeoce 
Id his secnrit; was fast ebbing, but wilh an iDdeGnite eipeetatton 
of assistance from the loveliness of his sister, he fiied an earnest 
gue on the pallid features oF Frances. She arose, and withalot- 
terfiig step mored towards the jndges; the paleness of her cheek 
couliDuedbDlforamomeol, andgaTeplacetoaDushofGre, and 
withalighi, bntflrmtread, she stood before them. BslslDg her 
hand to her polished forehead , Franees threw aside her eiubennl 
locks, and dlsplajred a picture of beaut; and iunoceoce to their 
Tiew thai might have nioYcd eren slemer natures. The president 
shrouded his eyes for a moment, as if the wild eye and speaking 
conntenence recalled (he image of another. The movement was 
transient, and recorering himself, he laid, with an eunestiiess 
that betrayed his secret wishes — 

"To you, then, your brother prevloitslj communicated his in- 
tention of paying jour family a secret visit?" 

"No! — no!" said Frances, pressing her band on her brain, 
as if to collect her tiiougbts; "he told roe nothing — we knew not 
of the visit nntil he arrived : but can it be necessary to explain to 
gallant meo , that a child would incur hazard to meet his only pa- 
rent, and that in times like these, and in a situation like oorsT" 

"But was this the first time? Did he never even talk of doing 
so before T " enquired the Colonel , leaning towards her with pater- 
nal interest. 

"Certainly — certainly," cried Trances , catching the eipres- 
slan of his own benevolent countenance. "Thisis bnttheroorlk 
of bis visits." 
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"Iknovltl" eiddmed the Tetoran , rubbing bto baods with 
dcUgfal; "an adventaraas, warm-bearlcd Ian — I warrant me, 
gentlemen, a Serj aoJiJlRr fa ibe Beld! Id what dlsgoiaea did he 
come? " 

"In none, for none were then necesaary; the rojal troopa 
covered (he conotry and gave him safe passage." 

"And was this the fint of hlsTisfla ont of the uniform of bis 
regimentt " asked ibe Colonel , En a snppresaed voice , avoiding the 
peoelratii^ lookt of bis companions. 

"Ohl the TCfj flnt," eiclalmed the eager girl; "his first 
offence, Idoasaare jod, if offence itbe." 

"Bnt foa wiDle Urn — joa 'urged the visit; aoTely, joung 
ladi, jod wished lo sea joar brother," added tlw impatient 
Colonel. 

"Ibatwe wished it, and prayed for It, — ohlbowferreDDrwe 
prayed for It, — is true; bnt to have held commnnioo with the 
royal army wonid have endangered oar father, and wo dared not." 

"Dldheleave the house nntO taken, or hid lie intercourse willi 
uj ont of your owu dvellingi" 

"With none — no one, eieeptlng onr neighbonr, the pedler 
Birch." 

"With whomT" exclaimed the Colonel, luralng pale, and 
duinking as from the sting of an adder. 

Dnnvoodie groaned aload, and striking hla head with his band, 
eried, in pterdng tones, "He Is lostl" and rushed I^m the 
apartment. 

"Bnt Harvey Birch," repeated Frances, gadng wildly at (h« 
door throngfa which her lover had disappeared. 

"Harrcy Birch!" echoed aU the judges. Ibe two immoTenble 
memlKrs of the court exchanged looka, and threw an Inquisitire 
glance at their prisoner. 

"To yon, gentlemen, it can be no new intelligence lo hear thai 
Harvey Birch Is suspected of favonring the royal cause," said 
Henry, again adrandng before the judges; "for he has already 
been condemned by your tribunals to the fate that I now aee awaits 
myself. IwUl, therefore, explain, that it was hyhis asaislancel 
procured the disguise, and passed jonrpickels; bat to my dying 
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nomcnt , and wltb m j drtog breub, 1 wlD iTov, that my InUntlow 
vera u pore IS IhclDuoceDt being; before yon," 

"CapUtoWbarUn," Hid the president, solemnlf, "ibeene- 
mies of Araericao libertj have made ml^l; and aablle elTorU to 
oveithrov our power. A. more dangerom jaia for his means and 
education is not ranked among our foes Iban tbis pedler of West- 
chester. HeisiepT — artful, delosiTe, and penetrating, bejond 
iheabillties of an; chilis class. SitUenrjcoQldnotdobeilcTthan 
U> associate htm with the offlcer in his neit attempt. He would 
have saved Aodr^ Indeed , janog man , this Is a ewuwiion that 
mar vroit tatil to jan I " 

Hie honest indignalkm (hat beamed on Iba cooDtenanee of the 
aged warrior , wis met by a look of perfect conviction oa the part 
of bis comrades. 

" f have mined him I " cried Francea , clasping ber bands in 
terror; " do ]roo desert nst then be is lost, indeed I" 

"FoAearl — lovel; lnnoc«nt — fbibearl" said tlie Colonel, 
withstrongemotion; "jonlnjnrenane, bnl distress us all." 

"Is it then BDcb a ctimo to possess natural alTecllan?" said 
Frances, wfldlj; " woold Wasbiiigton — the noble , npright, int- 
partial WisbingtOD, judge ao barshlyf dclaj till Washington can 
hear his (ale." 

"His impossible," said the president, coveili^ his eyes, ai 
If to hide her beaatj from his view. 

"Impossibtel ohl bat for a week suspend yoarjndgmenL On 
mj knees I entreat jon , as yon will expect mercy youiself, when 
DO human power can avaQ yon, give him bat a day." 

"Itlslmposslble," repeated the Colonel, in a voice that was 
neariy choked; "our orders are peremptory, and too long delay 
bis been given alnady." 

Ue turned tirom the kneeling suppliant, but eonld not, or 
would not, eitiicaU the hand that sha grasped with freniled 
fervour. 

"Bemandyonr prisoner," said one of the judges to the offlcer 
who was in the charge of Henry. "Colonel Singleton, shallwt 
iritfadraw?" 

"Singleton! SingUlon!" echoed FrtQces; " (hen yon are a 
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father, ud know how to pitj ■ fathei'ft woes : joa cannot, will 
not, wound a be«rt thit is now near); crashed. Heu me, Colonel 
Sin^elon; is God will listen to joardjingprajers, hear me, and 
spare mj brother." 

"Remove her," said the Colonel, gentl; cndeaTonring lo ei- 
Irieate hla hand; bat none appeared disposed to obejr, Frances 
eagerly Birore lo read the eipression of his averted bee, and re- 
sisted an liis efforts to retire. 

" Colonel Singleton ! how lately was jonr own son In snffering 
ud in danger I nnder the roof of mf father he was cherished — 
nnder mj faiher'a roof he foand shelter and protection. Oh ! snp- 
poselhatsoD, the pride of ]onr age, the solace and protection of 
jonr infiml cbUdren, and then pronounce m; brother gnillj. It 
fon darel" 

" What right has Heath lo make an ciecttltoneT of me I " et' 
clalmed the veteran fiercely, rising with ■ bee Unshed like Are, and 
ereiy Tdn and artery swtdlen with sappiessed emolloa. "Bntl 
target myself. Come, genllcmen, lei ns monnt; our painfal 
dniymnstbedone." 

"Hoontnotl gonotl" shrieked Frances; "can yon tear a 
■on finm his parent? a brother Ihtm his sister, so coidlyT Isthls 
the eanse I have so ardently loted? Are these the men thai I havo 
been tangbt to reverence? But yon relent, jondohearme, yon 
will pity and forgive. " 

"Lead on, fcnllemen," said ibe Colonel, motioning towards 
Ihedoor, anderectlnghimielflntoanalrofaiilltaTy grandeur, )m 
Uw vain hope of quieting Us feelings. 

"Leadnolon, bat hear mel' eriedFranees, grasping his 
handconvnlslvely: "Colonel Singleton, yon are a father 1 — pity 
— mercy — mercy for the son I mercy (brtlie daoghterl Yes — 
you had a daughter. On this hosoinshepanred oat her last breath; 
these hands closed her eyes; these very hands, that are now 
dasped In prayer , did those otSces for her that yon condemn my 
poor, poor hrolber to require." 

One mighty emotion the veteran struggled with, andqneiled; 
but with a groan thai shook his whole frame. He even looked 
ttound in conscious pride at his victory; but a second burst of 



fMVDg conquered. IlUhead, wUtewithUiefroslorieTeDtj win- 
ters, MokupoDtheihanlderorthefranliesapplIuit, Hie svord 
that htd been bis companlOQ Id so many fields of blood dropped 
Trom bis Derreless hand , and as he cried — 

" Blaj God bless jon for the deed I" faeireptatoad. 

Long and Tiolent vai tbe ioddgence that Colonel Singlclon 
yielded to bis feelings. Oo recovering, be gave tbe senseless 
Frances into tbe ums of beraiml, and, tnrningxrilh an air of for- 
titude to bis comrades, be said — 

"SUll, genllemen, vebare oar dnif asofflcerstn discbarge; 
— onr feelings as men may be indulged hcreslter. Wbit Is your 
pleasure with (he prisonerT" 

One of the judges placed in bts hands written sentence, that 
he bad prepared while the Coloael was eng^ed wiib Frances , sod 
declared it to be the opinion of himself and his componioa. 

It bilelly stated thai Henry Wharton bad been detected In pan- 
ing tile Uses of the American arm; as a spy, and in disgnlse. That, 
thereby, aceordiaglo thelavsofwar, he was liable losufiTer death, 
snd that this eoDTt adjudged bim to the penalty; recammcndlng 
him to be executed by hanging , before nine o'clock on tbe follow- 
ing momiag. 

It was not nsnal to iaOlet capital panishmenti , even on tbe 
enemy , without referriDg the ease to the eommaDder--In-chlef , foi 
bb ipprolMtloD ; or, in bis absence, to the ofBeer commanding 
for the lime Iwlng. But, as Wasbinglon held Us head-^piarters at 
New^Windsor, on the western bank of the Bndstm, snDcfcnt lime 
was yot before them to receive hb answer. 

"This Is sboTt notice," said the veteran, holding the pen In 
bis hand, in a suspense that bad do object; " nut a day to fit one 
so young for heaven? " 

"Tbe royal offleers gave Hale* but an hoar,''relnmed his 
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esmnde; "weluTegraiitedlbeiisiiiltlinc. Bat WuhlngUNi liu 
IhepowertoeiUndit, or lo pardon ." 

"Then 111 WasfaingloDvilllgo," cried the Colooel , nlunilDg 
(he paper vllh his signalora; "and If the services of an old niio 
like me, or Hut brara bo; of mine, entitle me to bis ear, Ivill 
jet SATO llie f onlb," 

So sajing , he departed , ftall of his generous IntenlioDB In fa- 
Tour of Henry Whafton. 

The sentence o( tlie coart was commnnicated, with proper 
leademess, to the prisoner; and after giving a few necessary io- 
gtnicUoas to the ofllcer in command and despatching a courier to 
head-quarters wilhtlulrrqiort, Ibe remaining judges movnted, 
and rode to their ovn qnarters, wilhlbesanundmovedeKMrtor, 
but vilh the consciousacss of the same dispasafoMle integriiy, 
that Ihcy liad maintained throughoat tiie trial. 



CnAPTER XXVII. 



A FKW hours were paased bj the prisoner, after Us sentence 
was received , in the bosom of tils bmlly . Ur. Wharton wept la 
hopeless despondency over die nnlimely fate of his son ; and Ftsn- 
ces, after recovering irom her insensibUIIy, eiperletteed an 
angnlsli of feeling to which the bitterness of deaili itself would have 
been comparatively light. Hiss Peyton alone retained a vestige of 
hope, orpresenceof mind to snggestwhatinlghtbeproperloba 
done onder their clrcnmsbmces. The eomparatlve composure of 
the good aunt arose In no degreefroin any want of interest in the 
welfare of her nephew , but It was founded in a hind of iDitlncUTt 

did" Hid w* afM>ei|it>n.-»Oaatl«>iH, aBrdHlk ti hanimnkl* 
wban ■ wm d]« In ■ lanu like Ihit of Amtiica," «u hi« uiwar. 

Andii wat aiacntcl amid Iht taan of bll ancalM) Ilaia diad Dk- 
pitiad, ud wUb npnwchca in hli tn%\ and ^at oia «■ tb« vlclin af 
■aibitiOH, aod tfaa olbei of deration ta kli coaitt}. PaMarit; «illd* 
Jaitit* tilwaea Ibaw. 
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dcpcDdenc« on the characler ofWasUn^D. Be wis a nstlTe of 
the B«iiie coliHij wilh herself; and although his early inUilarj ser- 
Tkea, and her frequent visits to the IWiljofher sister, aod sub- 
sequent eMabUshment at its head, had prerenled their ever meel- 
Ing, still site was bmltiar wilh his domestic virtues, and well 
knew Ihal tho rigid inDexibtlity for which his pnJttie acts were - 
dislingnbhed formed no part oflii! reputation ia private life. Ha 
was known In TicBnia ass consistent, but jas t and lenient master ; 
and site felt a kind of pride In associs ting io her mind her country- 
man wilh the man who led the armies, and in ■ great measure 
controlled the destinies , of America, She knew that Benrf was 
iDDOCCnt of the crime for which he was eoudemncd lo suffer, and, 
with that kind of simple hith that is ever to be fbund in the most 
ingenuous cliancters, could not conceive of those constructions 
and interpretations of lav that inflieted punishment without the 
actual existence of crime. Bat even her confiding hopes were 
doomed to meet with a speedy termination. Towards noon , ■ 
regiment of militia, that was quartered ou the banks of the river, 
moved up to the gronod In front of the bonse that held odt heroine 
and her fhrailj, and deliberalelf pitched their tents, with the 
avowed intention of remaining until the following morning, to 
give solemnity and effect to the execution of a British spy, 

Duuwoodle had performed all that was required of him by his 
orders, and was at lilMrty to retrace his steps to his eipcctiog 
squadron, which was liiipallcotly wailing liis reinm, to he led 
against a detachment of the enemy, that was known to be slowly 
moving up the banks of the river, In order to cover a party of 
foragers In its rear. He wis aecompanied by a small party of 
Lawton*a troop, under Hie eipectation that their icstimany might 
be required to conTfcl the prisoner; and Mason, the lienlenaot, 
was in command. But the e(mress[on of Captain Wharton bad 
removed the necessity of eiamloing any witnesses on behalf of the 
people,* The Major, &om an UQwillinpess lo encounter the 
distress of Henry's IHeods, and a dread of trusting himself within 
its iniluence, had spent Uie time we have mentioned In walliiDg 

"tlie got* 
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by himself in keen tDiietj, at a short disUnce fhnn the dweUtng. 
Like Miss Fcykin, be had aome reliance on tlieDnercjafWash- 
lugton, although moroeals of terrific doabt and despondeac; 
were eontlDnallf crossiag hi* raiDd. To Idin the rales ofserTJce 
were Eunillar, and he was more accustomed to consider his ge- 
neral in the capacitj ofa rulet, than as eihlbiting the characte- 
ristics uf the Indivldoal. A dreadful instance bad loo reccDtlfOG- 
curred , which full; proved thai Washington was aboTe the weak- 
nessofsparinganotherinmercf tobimselT. While pacing, with 
biuTied steps, llirough the orchard, labouring under these con- 
stantlj recurring doubts, enlivened bf transient rays of hope, 
Uason approached , accoutred eompletei]' for the saddle. 

"Thinking jon might have forgotten the news bron^l this 
morning from below, Sir, 1 have taken the iibeny to order the 
detachment under arms," said the lieulenant, very coolly, cut- 
ting down with his sheathed sabre the mnllen taps that grew vllh- 
1d bis reach. 

"WhatnewsT" eriedtbeH^jor, slarting, 

•'Only thalJohn Bull Is out in Westchester, with a train of 
waggons, which if be fills, will compel us to retire through these 
cursed hills, in search of provender. These greedy Englishmen 
are so shot up on York Island, that when they do venlare out, 
they seldom leave straw enough lo fnmish the bed of a Yankee 

"Where did the express leave them, dldyonsay? Tlwlnlel- 
ligenee has entirely escaped my memory." 

"Ou the heights above BingSing," returned the lieut«iuit, 
with DO little amazemeul. " The road below looks like a hay-mar- 
ket, and all the swine are sighing forth their laBienlalions, as the 
corn passes them towards Kiugshildge. George Singleton's 
orderly, who biooghl up the tidings, eays that our horses were 
holding cDusnltalion if they should not go down without their 
riders , and eat another meal, for ft Is questionable with them 
whether they can get a full stomach again. If they are sallied 
to get back with their plunder , we shall not be able to Bnd s piece 
of poik at Uiristmas M enough lo liy itself." 

*' Peace, wiib all this oooiease of Singleton's orderly, Hr. 
7». Spy. SO 
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MaMD,' cried Dnnvoodle, impatientlT; "let him learn to wait 
■he orders of hie superiors." 

"I beg pardon in his name. Major Danwoodfe," said the 
gubaltem; "hat , like myself , he was Id error. Wcboth thoagbt 
it was the order of General Heath , to attack and molest the enemy 
irhencTer he ventond out of his nest, " 

"RecoUeet yourself, Lieutenant Hason," said the Uijor, 
"or I may hare to leach you that your orders pass through me." 

"Iknowlt, Major Dunwoodle — Iknow ft; andlam sorry 
that yoar memory Is so bad as l«foi^t that InererhaTe yet hesi- 
tated to ohey them." 

"Forgive me. Mason," cried Dunvoodle, taking hoih his 
hands; "I do know you for a brare and ohedlent soldier; forget 
m; humour. But this business— HadyonercrafrieDd?" 

"Nay, nay," interrupted the lieutenant; "fai^re me and 
my honest zeal. 1 knew ofiheordeis, and was fearM Uiat cen- 
sure might fall on my oEBcer, But reranin , and let a man breathe 
a syllable against the corps, and etery sword will start fh>m the 
scabbard of itself ; besides, they are still moring up, and it is a 
long road &om Croton to Kingsbridge. Happen what may, I 
see plainly that we shall be on their heels before they are housed 

"Oh I that the courier was returned ftDmhead-quarters," ei- 
claimed Dunwoodle. "This suspense is insupportable," 

"You have yourwlsh," criedMason; "here he is at the mo- 
ment, and riding like the bearer of good news. God send it may 
he so ; for I can't say that I particularly like myself to see a brave 
yotmg kUov dancing upon nodiing." 

Dunwoodle heard but very little of this (beUng decUration ; br, 
erehaif of it was uttered, he had leaped the ftnce, and stood before 
die messenger. — "'WhatnewsT" cried theMaJor, themomcnt 
that the soldier stopped Ids horse, 

"Good!" eiclalmed the man ; and feeling no hcsltodou to In- 
trast an offleer so well known as Hnjor Dunwoodle , Jie placed the 
paper b his hands, asbeadded, "but you can read it, Sir, for 
yourself." 

Duuwoodlepaiu«dnot to read; but flew, with the elaitjcsprfaig 
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of Jof , to tbe dtamber of tbe prUooer. Tbt sentiael knew bin, 
and be vas suffered lo pass wiUunt question. 

*'0b! P«}lon," cried Fraiicea , u be entered the apirtmenl, 
'■you look like ■ mnsenger from beivenl bring jou Udiogs of 
mercy?" 

" Here Frances — faere, Henry — here, dear eoasin JeaneUe," 
cried the yoalh, as with irembliDg hands he broke the seal; 
"here is (he letter Itself, directed (o the Captalo of the goard. But 
listen—" 

All did listen with iuleose aniioty; and the pang of blasted 
hope was added to their mltary, as Ihey saw the glow of delist 
lAicb had beamed on the eountenaneeofthcHsjcv gift place to a 
lo(d: of horror. The paper contained the senleoce of the court, and 
nnderneatb was mitten these simple words — 

"ApproTod — Geo. WasbiDglon." 

"He'flost, he'slosll" cried Frances, sJnUnglnto theamuof 
heroont, 

"My soiil my son!" sobbed the liUher, "there to mercy In 
heaTOD, if there is none on earth. May Washington nererwant that 
mercy he thus denies to my innocent cbUd ! " 

"Washington!" echoed Dunwoodie, gating around him in 
vacant horror. "Tes, 't is the act of WasbiDgtoD himself; these 
are his characters; his very name is here to sanctton tlie dreadfbl 

"Ouel, cnwl Washington I " cried Hiss Peyton ; "how has 
bmiUarity with blood changed his uamre I " 

"Blame him not," saldDonwoodie; "It is the general, and 
not the man; my life on it, he feels the blow he is compelled to 
inflict." 

"I have been deceived in htm." cried Frances. "Be to net 
Ihesavionrof hiacoontry; bat a cold and merciless tyrant. Ohl 
Peyton, Peyton I how have you misled me In iitoeharacterl" 

"Peace, dear Frances; peace for God's sake; use not SDcb 
tongnage. He is hut the gnardiao of the law." 

" Ton speak the tralh. Major Duuwoodie," saidHenry, reco- 
vering from tlie thoek of barii^ bis last ray of hope eiUnguIshed, 
and advaaciBg from his seat by IbaddetJUstather. "I,ibiaiii 
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to Bnffbr , Uame him noU Everj fndalgence fass been granted mo 
that I eaa ask. Oa the rarge ofUie gnve , I canoot eontlnac an- 
Jnat. Ax such a momgiit , with to recent an instuics of danger to 
your etoM from treisoD, I vondernut at WasliiDgton's imbeod- 
lof jnstlce. Nothlog oowiemaiDS but to prepare for that fatavtiich 
so speedily awilts me. To jou, Major Dnnwoodte, I make my 
fittt reqnest." 

"Htmell," HidtheMqor, giviDg ntterauce with difflcDlty. 

Henry tnnied, and pointing to the group of vreepingmonrnera 
near liim , he eontinned — 

"Be a son to this aged man; help his weakness , and defimd 
him from any usage to which the stigma thrown upon me may sui^ 
ject him. He has not many Mends amongst the rulers of this 
eountry; let your poweifoi name be found among ttiem." 

"It shall." 

"And this Itelpless innocenl," eontinned Henry, pointing to 
where Sarah sal, nnconsdoiis of vliat was passing, — "I had 
hoped for an opportnnity tu rerenge lier wrongs ;" a Hash of eieitO' 
menl passed over his features; "but such Ihonghta are evil — I 
feel them to be wrong. Under yourctre, Peyton, she viii find 
sympathy and Tet^ge." 

"She shall," whispered Dnnwoodle. 

"This good stmt has claims upon you already; ofherlwOInot 
speak: buthere," takiugthehandofFrances, and dwelling upon 
her connteuance with an expression of fraiemal aObctitm — "here 
is the choleest gift of all. Take her to your bosom , and cherish 
her as you would cultivate innocence and virtue." 

The Major could not repress the eagerness with which lie ei' 
tended his liand to reedvetlie precious boon; but Frances, diTink> 
tng from his touch, hid her face In the bosom of her aunt. 

"No, no, no!" shemnrmnrtd; "none can ener be anything 
to me who aid in my brother's destniction." 

Henry eontinned gazing at her in tender pity tta several mo- 
ments , before he again resumed a discourse that all feJt wis most 
pecnilarly his own. 

"Ihaveheenmistaken, then. Idldthinfc, Peyton, (hatyoor 
worth, your noble devotion to a cause that you have been lavght to 
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rarare, that toot Undneu to our fkllwr when la impriBonmeot, 
joDi MeDdaUp for me, — In short, Ibit Tonr duractar wu uniUr- 
shK>d snd Tahied by m; tteter." 

"It is — II ta," whispered Francaa, bnrytiiB her hee sUn deeper 
in the boaom of her aunt. 

"IbeUeTe, dearHcDrj," said Dnnwoodie, "ddsUasiibject 
that lud better not b« dwell opoa now." 

"Yoatot^el," retained the piisoner, with a bint smile, "bow 
much I have to do, andhowlitlletimeiBlefttadait to," 

"Isppreheud," continued the Uajor, with a ftce of Ore, "llial 
Hiss Wharton has Imbibed some opinfoss of me that wonld malie 
acompilancewiAjonrreqnesttrhsoineloher — opinions Ibatltti 
DOW too late to alter." 

"No, no, no," cried Frances, qnlckly; "Toaareeumerated, 
Peyton — with her djlng breath she removed m; doObta." 

"Generous iBsbenal" mnrmnred Dnnwoodie; "but aUil, 
Benrj, aparejoar lister now; nay, Bpareerenme." 

"Ispeali in piiyto myself," retamed the brother, gently re- 
moTiag Fraocea from the arms ofherannt, "What a lime la this 
to leave twosneh loTel; females without a protector! — Their abode 
is destrojed, and misery wQl speedily deprive Ihem of tbeir last 
malerrfend," looking at bis father; "can I die in peace with the 
knowledgeof the danger to which they will be exposed!" 

"Tonforgetme," said Hlas Fejion , shrinUng at tlie Idea of 
celebrating nnptUla at snch a moment, 

"No, my dear aunt, Ifoi^tyonnot, norahaUI, untiilcease 
to remember ; bnt jon forget the times and the danger. The good 
woman who lives In this house has already despatched a messenger 
tbr a man of God, to smooth my passage to mother worid, — 
Frances, If yonwonldwlsbme todie in peace, to fbel a aenirity 
that will allow me to lorn my whole thongbta to heaven , yon wiU 
let this clergyman anile yon to Dunwoodle." 

Frances shock her head , bat remained silent. 

"laskforno joy — no demonstration of a felicity that you wiH 
not, cannot hel, for months to come; bnt obtain a right to his 
powerltil name — give him an nndispated title to protect you — " 

Again the maid made an impreaslTe gesture of denial, 
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" For the lake of Ihit naeonsdom Bofferer — " polnltng to 
Sorib, "foryoorMke — fotmysafce — mfsiBler — " 

"PMce, Hent7, or jroa vUI break my heart," criedthfla^ 
tatedglrl; "not for worlds would I Blsaeh a moment engaga in the 
Bolemn rows that 700 whh. It would render me miaerable far 
Bft." 

"Ton love him not," BaidUenrr, reproachfuUf. "IceaHla 
ImpoTtnne fan to do what Is against jonr indiaatioDS." 

Frances raised one liand to conceal her ooaDtenance, as aha 
eitanded tbeothertomrdsDiuiwoodie, and said eainestlj — 

"flow foa are nnjost to me — before, yon were nnjut W 
jooiself." 

"Promise me, then," satd Wharton, mnsing awhile in silence, 
' that sa soon as the recollection of m j fate is softened , yon will 
give my friend that band for life , and I am satisfied." 

"I do promise," said Frances, withdrawing the hand that 
Dnnwoodle dellealely rellnqoiabed, wlthoat eren presnming to 
press It to his lips. 

"Wdl, then, mygoodannt," eonUntied Henry, "willyoa 
lean me for a short time alone wiUi my friendT I have a few me- 
lancholy commissions witb which to Intnist hbo , and would spare 
yon and my sister the pain of hearing Ifaem." 

** There Is yet time to see Washington again ," said Hiss Vvj- 
toa , moTing towards the door ; and then , speaking with eitreme 
dignity, she cmitinned — "I will go myself: snrely hemnstUsten 
to ■ woman from Us own colony I — and we are In some degree 
conneeted with his hmtly.'' 

"Why not apply to Hr. Hsrperl " said Frances , reeollectlag 
Ifaepartbtgwordsoftbrirgneatforthe first time. 

"Harper!" eehoedDunwoodle, taming towards her with the 
swiftness of li^tning, "whateffalmTdoyonknowhim?" 

"It is in rain," saidHeuy, drawing him aside; "Frsnces 
clings to hope with the (ondneu of a sisler. Retire, mybfe, and 
leave me with my tHend." 

Bnt Frances mad an eipresslon In the eye of Dnnwoodle that 
chained her to the spot. Aitarslniggllnglo command her Itelli^, 
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"And — and — dldjonkooir himT" 

"Naj," conlinned Fraocea, eilehlng her brealh u she nUr- 
BCMcd tbe intense inttreu of her loTCr, "we knew him doI; he 
came to us io the of gbt, aitranger, aod remaiDed with as during 
die HTete storm ; bat be seemed to take an interest in Henij, and 
promised him Us fHondslilp,'' 

"Wbatl" eielaUned tbe touDi, In astonisluBenl; **dU be 
know jour brother?" 

" Certslnlj; — it was at his request that Henry threw aside his 
disguise." 

"But," Bald DuQwoodie, taming pale with saspenM, "he 
knew bim not as an officer of the royal anny?" 

"lodeed he did," cried Hiss Feytoa ; " and be cautioned as 
sgalnst this Tery diager." 

DuDwoodie caught up the htaj paper, that still laj where It had 
fallen ft'om his own hands, and studied its characters inlentlj. 
Somethiog seemed la bewilder his brain. He passed his hand over 
bis forehead, while each eye was Bied on him in dreadM saspense 
— aD feeling afraid to admit those hopes anew that had once been 
BO sadly destroyed. 

"'What said heT wfaat promised heT" at length Dunwoodie 
asked, with feverish impaUence. 

" He bid Henry apply to him when in danger, and promised to 
requite the son for the hospitality of the father." 

"Said he this, knowing liim to be a British officer?" 

"Host certainly; and with a view to this very danger." 

"Then," cried the youth aloud, and yielding to his raptors, 
" then yon are safe — then will I Bare bim ; yes. Harper will ueter 
fbi^lbiswordl" 

"Bnt has he (he power?" said Frances; "can ha mora lln 
stubborn purpose of Washington ? " 

"CanheT Ifhacatuot," shouted the youth, "Ifhe cennot, 
who can? ~ Greene, and Heath, and young Hamilton, are 
nothing, compared to Ibis Harper. But," rushing to bis mbtress, 



and preulng her hands eoanlairelf , " repeal to me — ron m} 
joa hive his promtse T " 

"Snrelf, surely, Peyton; — hEsMlemn, deliberate promiie, 
knowing all of the drenmslaiieea. " 

"Beeteasy," cried Dnowoodie, holding berlohla bosom for a 
moment, "resteisy, for Heniy is safe." 

He waited not to explain , bnt darting tram the room , be left 
the family In amaiement. They conllnned la lilenl wonder , nntil 
iliey heard the feel of Us charger, as he dasbedthim the door wilfa 
the speed of an arrow. 

A long time was spent after this abmpt depaitnre of the yonlh, 
bytheanilons ttieDdahehadleft, Id disenssing the probability of 
Us success. The confidence of his maDnerhad, however, com- 
monicated to his anditors something of Its own spirit. Each fell 
that the prospects of Henry were again brif^tenlng, and with dteir 
reviving hopes they experienced a renewal of spiriis, which In all 
bnt Henry himself omoanted to pleasure; with him. Indeed, his 
state was too a wfb I lo admit of trilling, and for a few hours he was 
eoodemned lo feel how maeh more intolerable was suspense than 
even the eertaioty of Mlamily, Not so with Frances. She, with 
all the reliance of affection , reposed in security on ihe assurance 
ofDanwoodie, wlthaQtharassIng herselfwiih doubts that she pos- 
sessed not the means of satisfying; but believing her lover able to 
accomplish every thing that man could do, and retalnlDg a vivid 
recoilectioQ of Ihe manner and benevolent appearance of Harper, 
she abandoned herself to all the felicity of renovated hope. 

The joy of Miss Peyton wu more sobered , ind she look tn>- 
qnent occasions to reprove her niece for Ihe eiuberance of her 
spirits, before tbere was a certainty that their expectations were to 
be realised. But the slight smile thst hovered sround the lips of 
the virgin contradicted the very sobriety of feeling that she In- 
culcated. 

"Wliy, dearest annt," said Frances, plsyftiUy, In reply to 
one oflierftwinKit reprimands, "vanldyoubsveme repress the 
pleasure that I feel at Henry's deliverance , when yon yourself have 
so often declared It to be impossible that such men as ruled in our 
Gonnliy could sacrilice an innocent man?" 
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■'Ntr,Ididb«IlenItlmpouible, 1117 eUld, ana 70! think lo; 
bnt BtlU ttMTS Is a diKntion to be ahami In jof ■■ well u in 
Mtnw." 

Fnneea reeoDeeted the dedaralioa or Isabella , and tnniad an 
aje Slled with teara of gntltada od her eieellent annt, at aha re- 
plied— 

"Trae; but then are'ftellDBa that vUI not jleld to reaioo. 
Ah! henareihoteaiaiutera, wbo have come to witness the death 
of a fellow creature, niOTbif around fon Geld, as IfliEe wsf to them 
DDthiDf! hut a mfflltir; show." 

"ItiahntlittlemoretotiiehiTeliDgaoldier,'' saldHeni?, eiw 
dearoarlBg to forget hi* nneaslnesa. 

"Ton gaze, my love, asifyouthou^tamiUtacyshowof some 
Importance," said Hiss PejtoD , observing her niece to be lookJof 
trom the window with a ftted and abstncled attention. Bnt Fran- 



From the window irtiere she stood , the pass that they had tra- 
velled throng the Hf^ands was easllf to be seeu ; and die mono- 
tain which held on its snmmil the mjeterlons hut was directly be- 
fore her. Its side was mgged and barren; huge and apparenily 
impassable barriers of rocks presenting themaeltea through ihe 
stUDiedoaks, which, stripped oftheirfolioge, were scattered over 
ils surface. The base of the hill was not half a mile from the honse, 
and the ol^ject whkh attracted ihe notice of Frances , was Uie fignre 
of a man amer^ng tkom behind a rock of remarkable fbrmation, 
and as suddenly disappearing. This mancenne was seiers] times 
repealed, a* If it were the Intention of the ftigi live (for tach by his 
air he seemed to be) to reconnoitre the proceedings of the soldiery, 
and assnre himself of the position of ihh^ on the plain. Notwith- 
standing the distances, Frances instantly imbibed the opinion that 
It was Birch. Perhaps this Impression was partly owing to die air 
and Bgnre of the man , but In a great measnre to the Idea that pre- 
sented itself on formerly beholding the object at the snmmit of the 
moontain. That they were the same figure she waa confident, 
although thiawanted the appearance whieh, hitheotfaer, she had 
labeofor the pack of the pedler. Harrey had so conneeted UmseK 
with the mysterians deportment of Hatpar, within her imsginalioo. 
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that, nDderdrenmaiaiieworieMaiJMiMllMiKhmaiBwUlihabe 
hidlibonradiiiieekeTUTiTal, ilwvtwldbaTekeptkaraiuplcianB 
to herseir, Fnaces , iherefora , sit rnmiDattDg on this tecond ap- 
pearaace la Bilciiee , and eDdaaTanring to trace vhat poariblt con- 
neifoD this extiaoTiliiiarf man aanld hare vilh Ika lutnnea or her 
own fomiljr. He had eerlainljr uni Sarah , in aome degree , trom 
the hlovAathadpartiallf alighted on her, and in no InatUM had 
he proved himself la be Iiostile to their iDleresla. 

AflcrgaxiiigforBlongtlffleatthepoliitwIiereshehad laM seen 
Ihefigare, inihevaiDeipeetalioiiof itare-appearaBee, the tam- 
ed to her frienda in the apartment. Hisa Pejtoo was alltlog bj 
Sarah, who gaye soma slight additional signs of observing what 
passed , bat who still contioned Inaenstble to either joy or giief. 

"ISQppoae, bjiUs time, mfloTe, that 70U are well acquainted 
with the manaarrea ot t regiment," said lliss Pejtoa; "itiano 
bad qndilj tn a soldier's wife, at all events." 

"I am not a wife yet," said Franees, eolonring to the ejes: 
" and wa hara Hllle reason to wish for another wodding In onr 
fami^." 

"Franenl" eidaimed her brother, starttog tnm Ids seat, 
and pacing the Hoor in rlolent agitation, "tonch not the chord 
^ain, lentreat yon. While my falo to uncertain, I wonldwish 
(o be at peace with all men." 

"Iben let the uncertainty cease," cried Frances, springing 
Ulbedoor, "for here comes Peyton with IbejoyltalinlelUgeneeot 
yourieiease.'* 

The words were banlly ottered, before tlie door opened, and 
the Major entered. In his air there was tbe appearance of neillier 
snccess nor defeat, but Ibere was a marked display of veiallon. 
He look the hand that Frances, hi (he ftalness of her bearl, eUend- 
ed towards him , hnllnBlanttrrdlnqaUtlDgit, threw himsdf into 
adialr, in eddent fatigoe. 

"Ton have failed," aaldWhaHm, with a bound of hia heart, 
bat an appearance of cimiposBre. 

"HaToyotifeenHarperl" cried Frances , tnnalngpale. 

"I have not; I crossed tbe river In one boat as he moal have 
hecB CMtlng to Ihiieide, Inanolber. 1 ittuned withont dday, 
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and trae«d hEm ba eerertl miles Into the HiiMiDds, bjUie weiiern 
pus, but there T nnaeeonnubly lost bim. I htn relamed here 
to relieve joiit nDeaeinew; but see him I vill this ofght, lod 
hrinB a nspite for Heniy." 

"Bm swion WishiugloaT" asked Hiss PeTtoo. 

ADDWoodie gazed at her a moment la abslracled musing , and 
with some reserre — 

"Hie CommandeMn-chlef hsd left his qnarlers," 

"Bnt, Peyton," cried Frances , iDretnmiDglemir, "ifthe; 
Bhoald not see eadi other, it will be too late. Harper alone will 
notbesnfflcient." 

Her loTer tamed his eyes slowly on her aotloDs coanleDaoee, 
and dwelling a moment on her featores , said , BtUI mnsing — 

"Ton say that he promised to assist Henry." 

"Certainly, of his own accord, and In requital forthehospi- 
lalily be had recelTed." 

Dnowoodle shook his head , and began to look gnwt. 

"1 like not that word hospitality — It has an empty sonnd; 
there most be somrihing more reasonable to tie Harper, 1 dread 
some mlsdke; repeat to me all that passed." 

Frances, in a harried and earnest voice , complied with his 
requeiL She rdatod parUciilariy Hit manner of his arrival at the 
Loenats, the receptloD that he received, and the events that 
pissed, as minntdy as her memory coald supply her with the 
means. As she alloded to the conversation tliat occurred between 
her Euher and his guest, the Major smiled, bnl remained silent. 
Sbe tlWB gave a detail of Henry's arrival, and the eventa of the 
fiiUowlBg day. She dwelt npon the part where Harper had desired 
her brather to throw aride his dlsgoisa, and recounted, with 
wondetftal aecnracy, his remsAs upon the hazard of the step that 
the jondi had taken. She even remembered a remarkable ex- 
fivtsiMi of his to her brother, "that he was sat^rftom Harper's 
knoiriedgaof his person, thanhe wouldbewithontit." Frances 
mentioned, with the warmth of yoathfiil admiratlDn, the bene- 
volnl diaracter of his deportment to benelf , and gave a mlnnte 
lelation tf his adiens to the whole bmily. 

Dnnwoodie at fint listened with grave atlentloa ; evident saHfr. 



„.„ Couple 



ftction roHowed u Aa proceedod. Wben ahe Bpoks of bcndT, 
Id eonnectloD with their gaest, he nniled vilh pleasare, tnd u 
sbeeondnded, he nclaiined, wfthdeHght — 

"WeareMfel we^resefcl" 

Bnt he waa Inlempled, u will be seen Id the foUowlDg 
ehipler. 

CHAPTER XXVin. 

Tba Bvlat 1<ITM tb* (IiHim of Bight, 

Thi Ucli Mlntai Iha daj, 
Tha tInU dor* iriU no at hind - 

In a eomitry settled, Oke these slates, by a people who fled 
their native land and mneb-IaTedflratides, ylctiniBor conadeneea 
and rellgioiis leal, none of the decencies and solemnities of a 
Christian death an dispeaised with, when drenmslaneea will ad- 
DiK of their exercise. The ^od woman of the honse was a strict 
adherent to the forma of the etmrdi to wbich she bdonged ; and 
having herself been awatcened to a sense of her deprarlty, bj tho 
minlBtij of the difine who harangued the people of the adjoining 
pariah, she Ihooght It was from his eihortationa only that sal- 
vation conid be meted oat to the short-lived hopea of Henry Whai^ 
ton. Kot that the kind-hearted matron was ao ignorant of the 
doctrines of the religion which she prohssed, as (o dt^end, 
theoretically, on mortal aid for protection; bnt she had, to nse 
her own phraae, "sat so long nnder the preaching of good Mr. 
— ," that she bad naconseionaty imbibed a practical reliance on hU 
assistance , for that which her faith shonld have taught her conid 
come from the Deity alone. With her, the consideration of death 
was at all times awltal ; and the Instant that the sentence of the pii- 
Boner was proronlgated , she despatched Cnsar, monnled on one of 
berhasbaod's best horses. In qnest of her clerical monitor. lUs 
step had been taken witboot consulting either Henry w Us 
Mends i and it was only when the services of Cnsar were raqnirad 
OD some domestic emergency, that ahe explained the nature of his 
absence. The yoalh heard her, at Brat, with an nnconqnerable 
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rdneUnca to admit of inch ■ Bpiiitnil gtiiA; bnt u oniTtow ot 
the tbings of this life boeomei lew vivid , onr pngndiees «od babits 
cMse to retain Ibelr Iaaa«DC«; ud a dvil bow of Uuolu was flnallj 
giTcn, in raqoital for Ifae eonaiderale can of the weH-meaDlng 
womtn. 

Ibe black relnniBdearlj from Ids sip«dmon, and, ai well as 
could be gatiiered from hlawnnewfaatiacolieteDtnanidTe, ami- 
nister (rfGod mi^t be eipected to airive In the coane of the day. 
Hie loterraplioD that we mentioned In oar preceding chapter was 
occasioned b; the enlnnee of the landla^. At the inlercestfon of 
Damroodie, orders had bean glTea lo the scnlind iriio guarded the 
door of Hnuj'b room, that (he members nf the prisoner's bmily 
shonU, Stan times, lUTefkveacceBStohisapartmenli Caaarwas 
tndndedbi this arrangement, as a matter of ctmvcnlence, bjrtlie 
oncer In command ; bnl strict enqnirj and eiamiaatioD was made 
toto the errand of sfei; other applicant tot admission. The Major 
bad , howerw , indnded himself amimg the relatives of the British 
offleer; and one pledge, that no rescue ahoold be attempted, was 
giren in his name fbc them all. A short eooversationwu passing 
between the woman of the bonse sad the corporal of the gnard, 
before the door that the soDtlDsl bid slresdy opened In anticipation 
of the dedrion of his noiHCommissiODed commandant. 

"'WoDld jon refose the consolations of itligion to a fellow 
enatnre about to suffer dea^il'* said the matFOD, with earnest 
■eal. *' Would jon phmge a son! into tite fleij (bnace, and a 
minister at band to point oat the strait and nairow path?" 

" m tell joa what, good vomsn," returned tiie corporal, geutijr 
pushiog her awaj; "I've no notion of mj back beii^ a hi^waj 
for SDT mu to walk to heaven npon. A pretty Bgnre I should 
make at the pickets, for disobejing orders. Just step down and 
•ak LieuicDRDt Hason , and yon may bring in the irtiole congrega- 
tion. WehavB not lakea tbegiurdfiom tbefool-eoldieisbiitao 
boar , aod I shouldn't like to have 11 said thai we know less of onr 
duty ihaD the mllitis." 

"Admit the woman," said Duowooilie, sternly, abserriDg, for 
thefitsttime, that one of bis own corps was on post. 
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The coqioral nlsed his hand to hb cop, and fell back to si-^ 
lenee ; die soldier stood U his unu , and dn matroD enlerad. 

■' Here Is a raTsrand genllenisi] beloir, come to soothe the part- 
ing Bonl , Id the place of onr own dMne , irtio is engBgcd with an 
■ppolnbuenl [hat conld not be put aside ; 't is to buiy old Mr. — .'' 

"Showhimin," said Henrr, with feverish impatience. 

"BntTfll the sentinel letbim passT IvonldnotvlshaUcMd 
of Mr. — to be nidelf stopped on the thresbold, and he a Btnnger." 

All e7es were now turned on Dnnwoodis , who , looking at feif 
watch, spc^ a few words with Henrj, in an mder tone, and 
haiteMd from (he apartment, followed b; Frances. Iba tubjad 
of their coDversatlon was a wish expressed b; the priMoer for ■ 
elCTg^man of his own persuasion , and a pnmitoe from the H^or, 
that one should be sent fhim FishkUl town , throng vhkdi be waa 
abont to pass, od his wsf to the ferry to inttre^ the aipeUed r^ 
tnm of Harper. Hasoa soon nude Us bow at the door, and 
willingljcom^dwithtlMwisfaeBof thelandladf, andtfaedlyine 
waa Invited to in|ke hla appearance aeeordln^f . 

The person who was nshered into the apartmeal, preceded by 
Cssar , aad followed by the matnin , waa ■ man beTond the middU 
age , or wbo might rather be said to appnaeh (he do*B-4iH of life. 
In stature he was shove the aizeof ordinary men, Ihoogbbise^ 
cessive leanness might cootrihute in decetving as to bis bei^t; 
his connteiuQce was sharp and unbending, and eveiy mosela 
seemed setin rigid compression. Nojoy, orrelaiaUoo, appeared 
evertohsvedweltonfestaresthatfrowDed habitually, as if in de- 
testation oftboYlcea of raankind. The brows were beetling, dark, 
andfbrbldding, givfog the promise of eyes of no less repelling ei- 
pression; but the organs were concealed beneath a pair of 
enormous green goggles, through wfalcb they glared aroond with a 
Gerceness that denounced the coming day of wrath. Aliwasfbu- 
tldsm, uncbaritableness , and denunciation. Long, lank hair, « 
miitnre of gray and black , fell down his neck , and In some degreo 
obscured the sides oF his face , and , partfng on his forehead, Ifell In 
either direction In straight and formal screens. On the lop of lUt 
nogracefiil eihibltion was laid, impending forward, soasioorer- 
bang in some oieainre the whole fobiie, a large tiU of three eqad 
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cocks. His CMt ms or a rvttj bUck , aad liii bTeeebes and sImIi- 
ings were of the same eolonr ; Us shoes without lustre , and bilf 
concealed beneath hn^ plated bacfcles. 

He stalked Into the room, andgiTiagasllffaod wltb his bead, 
took the chair offered blm bj the black , la dignified silence. For 
several minales no one broke this omiaoas panse tn the coDTersS' 
lion; HenrffeellDgarepagDaDce to his guest, diat he was Taiolj 
endesTonriog to conquer, and the stranger himself drawing fbrth 
occasional sighs and groans , thai threatened a dissohttion of the 
nneqnal connectioti between Us snblbnated seal and id nngainlf 
tenement. During this deathlike prepantion, Hr. Wharfani, with 
a feeUngnearif allied to that of bis son, led Bareh from the apart- 
ment. HisretreatwasnoiicedbfthediTiM, in a kind of scornful 
disdain , who began la hum the sit of a pcqinlar psalm tone , gt- 
Ting it the fall richness of the twang that diBtlngnlshes theEasttm * 
psalmody. 

"Casar," said Sfiss Pe jton , "hsnci Ibe genHemaa some re- 
fttshmeat; be most need it sfler bis ride." 

"My strength is not In the things of lifb," ssld the dhine, 
speikingina hollow, sepnlchra! voice. "Thrice bare I this da; 
heldforthinmf master's service, and fklnted not; stilf It Is pru- 
dent to help this frail teoemenl of claj, for, earet;, 'thelabourer 
ia worthy of bis hire.'" 

Opening a pair of enormons Jaws , he took s good meaaare of 
tbe proffered brandy, and suffered It to glide downwards, with 
thit sort of tkdllty with which man is prone to sin. 

"lapprebend, then, Sir, thai fbtigne will disable yon from 
performing the daties, which kindness has indaced yon to aU 

"Woman!" exclaimed the stranger, with energy, "when 
was 1 ever known to shrink tlvm a duty? Bnt 'judge aol , lest ye 
bejndged,' andEincynot that It is given to mortal eyes to fathom 
tbe Intentions of [he Deitj." 

"Nay," relnmed the maiden , medJy, and sUghlly disgnsted 
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witli bis jti^oD. "I pretend not lojn^ of either events, orUie 
iDtentioDt of tOf (dlow-creatims, maeh less of Ihoae of Ornnl- 

" Tit veil, wonun — 'ileireU,'' cried Ihe minister, waritig 
hit lieidirith eopeKllious disdaioi "humlUtj Iwcameththjsei, 
and lost coadilioa; lliia weakoess drivetb Ihee on headiong, lUte 
' UDto tile besom of destractioD.* " 

Sniprised at tiile etLraordlnarj depottment , bat yielding to 
tbat habit wlilch nrges us to speak reTerentlj on sacred subjects, 
even when perhaps we had better eootlnae silent, Hiss Pejton re- 
plied— 

"ThereisapoweraboTe, that csu snd will sastsin all in well- 
doing, if we seek its snpportin hnmilitj and truth." 

The stranger turned a lowering look at the speaker, and then 
composing himself into an sir of self-abasement, he continued in 
the isme repelling tone, 

"It U not ever; one that crieth ont for mere;, that will be 
heard. The wajs of ProvldeDcc are not to lie judged bj men — 
• Uanj an called, but few chosen.'' It is easier to talk humilitjr, 
than to Ceelit. Are yon so hmnble. Tile wonn, as to wish to 
glorify God by your own damoaUonT Ifnat, away with you for a 
publican and a phariaee 1 " 

Such gross fanaticism was nneommon in America , agd Hiss 
Peyton began to fmblbe the impression (hat her guest was de- 
nnged ; bnt remembering thai he had been sent by a well-known 
divine, andoocofrtpniatJon, she discarded the Idea , and, with 
some forbearance, dMerved — 

"1 may decdve myself. In believing that mercy is proffered to 
all, bnt It k so soothing a doctrine, that Iwonldnot wlllin^ybe 
DodecelTed." 

"Mercy is only for the elect," cried ihe stranger, with an nn- 
BGcoontahle energy; "and you are In the 'valley of the shadow of 
death.' Are you not a follower of idle ceremonies, which helong 
to the vain church, that our tyrants would gladly establish here, 
altHig with their stamp-acts and tea-lawsl Answer me that, w^ 
man; and remember, that Heaven hears your answer: are yon 
not of that Idolatrons communioaT " 
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" I wonhip at the altan of my fathen," Hid Visa Peyton, mo- 
tlooJDg to Uanrf for lUaMM ; " but bow to no otbet idol than nj 
own InflimiliflS.'' 

■'Tes, yes, IkBowye, letf-iigliteofu and papal aayean — 
fbUowenof Ibnu, ■ndliateiwnlobotAiehpreBeUDg; think yon, 
woman. Hut holy Paul had nolaa in hla hand to proponnd the word 
to the beUavarst" 

"Uy prBsaiiu dtoiorbs yoa," said Ifisa Peyton , rising: "I 
wOl leare yon With my nephew , and olhr those prayers fa priTate 
thU I did wish to ndnele with his. " 

SoaayiDg, sha withdrew, followed by the landlady, who was 
not a Utile dweked , and aomewhat aarprlsed , by the intemperate 
teal of hw new acqaaintanee ; for , allhoa^ tl>e good woman be- 
Uered that Hlsa Peyton and hw wM.t chnrch were on Uie liigh road 
to deslnielioii, aha was by no means accnBtomedlobBarsaebof- 
ftnslve and opoi arewala of their bt«. 

Henry had with diOenl^ repressed die tadlgnatlon eidted by 
this iiBpTOTiAtd attack on hlq meek and imresiatingannt; bntaa 
the door eloied on her retiring Bgore, he gave way to his feellnp - 

"I must confess, Sir," be exclaimed wlUi heat, "thatlni»- 
ce^rtagamlniatoTofGod, I thon^t I was admitting aChriaUan; 
andonewbo, byfedlnghiaown weaknesses, knew how to pity the 
frailty of others. Ton have woonded the meek spirit of an excel- 
lent woman , and 1 acknowledge bat little beUnaUon to min^e In 
prayer with so inlcderaat a spirit." 

Tbt minister stood erect, with ^ve eomposnre, following 
with his eyes, loaklndofseomftdplty, the retiring hmales, and 
snBeredlheeipostnlatlonoftbe yooth tobegiren, atlfnnworlhy 
of hla notice. AthtrdTidea, however, spoke — 

"ftnch a dHMDcialieD would have driven many women into 
Bta ; bal it has answered the pnirose well enough as it Is." 

"'Wbo'a thatT" eried the prisoner, In amatement, gating 
aronnd Oie room ta qnest of the speaker. 

"Itial, Captain Wharton," said Harvey Birrii, remotlnglfae 
Bpeclacles, and eihitiiting his plerdng eyes, shining nndere pair 
oi false eye-brows. 

" Good Heavens I — Harvey I " 
TiuSpg. 
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"SUeneel" uld Iht pedlH, tcdenulf ; "'tbanamenatto'be 
mentioned, and leut otall hwe , wllUn (be heart ottbeAmericaa' 
ana;," Birch panaedand gaxed aiuDiid him tbr a moment, vitb 
an emotion eiceeding the liase passion of feir, and Ihea contiDned 
in a gioomf tone, "There are a thousand baiters In that rer; 
name , and little hope vcnld there be lefl me of anolher escape, 
should I be again taken. This is a fearfbl ventare that I am ma- 
king; bnt I conid not sieep in qniet, and Imowthaian innocenl 
man migbt die the death of a Aog, when I might aave htm." 

"No," said Henrj, with a glow of generons feeling on liis 
cheek ; " if the risk to roorself be so heavj, retire as yon came, and 
leave me to m; Ikte. Dunivoodie is making, even now, powerfal 
eiertlons In taj behalf; and if be meets with Ur. Harper in the 
coarse of llie night, mjliberatioa it certain." 

"Harper!" eciioed the pedler, remaining with bis bands 
raised, in theactof replacinglfae spectades; "what do ;on know 
of Harperl and why do jon tliink he will do you swviceT" 

"Ihave his promise; — ;on remember our recent meeting in 
my father's dwelling, and he then gare an Doasked promise to 
assist me." 

" Tea — but do you know himT that is — why do yoa think be 
has the powerT or what reason havfl yon for believing be will re- 
member his wordT " 

"If tfaere ever was tfae stamp of Imib, orslmple, honest bene- 
volence In the connteoaoce of man, ilsbone in his," saidHeniy; 
"besides, Dnnwoodle has poweifni friends in the rebel army, and 
ilwooldbebetterthatl take the chance where I am, than thna to 
eipoae yon to certain death. If detected." 

"Captain Wharton," said Birch, looking guardedly •roand, 
andspeakingwith Impressive lerionsness of manner, "If I tail yon, 
' all fail yon. NoHarpernorDnnwoodle can save your ll(^; naless 
yon get ont with me, and that within thehour, you die to-morrow 
on the gallows of a murderer. Tes, such are their laws ; the man 
who ^hta, and kills, and plunders, is honoured; bnt he who 
serves bis country as a spy, no matter how faithftiUy, no matter 
bow honestly, lives to be reviled, and dies Uke the vilest cri- 



„.„Couj^li: 



"Tonfo^l, Hr.Blrcb," Mldlhefomh, ■ Dtde lodisntntlj, 
" (hit I aiD not a trescheions, InrUng sp;, vfao deeelTCS to btUaj t , 
bnl iDDOcent of tbe charge Imputed to me." 

The Mood nnhed oTcr the pale , ine«BTereatun*ofUiepedler, 
uDtllhisftcewasoDegloworSre; hat it pasied qaleklj awaj, and 
be replied — 

"Ihsvetold jon tralh. Caaar met me, as be was gdng od bla 
errand this morniiig, and vith him I hiTe laid the plan which , if 
exeeatedaslwish, viUsarejon — otherwise yon are loat; and I 
again tell yon , that no other power oa earth , not OTen Wasfaing- 
lon, caosaTeyoa." 

"lanhmit," aald tbe prisoner, jieldtng (« his eaneat manner, 
and goaded b; the fean that were thus awaheaed anew. 

The pedler beckoned him to be silent, and walking to the door, 
opened it, with the stiff, formal air, with which he had entered tlw 
apartment, 

"Friend, let no one enter," he said to Ifae sentinel; "wean 
aboni to go to prayer , and would wish to be alone." 

" 1 don't know that any will wish to interrupt yon ," retamed 
the soldier, with ■ waggish leer of his eye; "but, should tbey be 
so disposed, I bsTe DO power to stop them, tttbeybeof theprison- 
er'sMends; I have m j ordeis, and mnst mind them, whethertbe 
GngUshman goes toheBTCD, ornot." 

"AndBCions sinner!" said the pretended priest, "luTe yOQ 
not the fear of God before yonr eyes I 1 tell yoo , as yon will dread 
puDisbmeDt at the last day , to let none of the idoUtrona commu- 
nion enter, to mingle in the prayers of the righleons." 

"Whew — ew — ew — what a noble commander you'd make 
Ibr Sergeant HoDlater; yoa'd preach hiro dumb in a roIl-«al]. 
Harii'ee, HI thank yon not to make such a noise when yon hold 
forth, aa to drown our bugles, or yon may get a poor fellow a 
short hom at his grog , for not tuviog out to the erening parade i 
ifyonwaDtlobealone, have yon no knife to stick over the door- 
bteh , that yon must have a troop of horse lo guard your meeting- 
booset" 

The pedler took the Uot, and dosed the door tmmedlatctyi 
using the preeaoUoD sn^esled by (he dragoon. 
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"Ton oTCiraet pur part," ufd jaoog Whirton, tn constant 
tpfttkeaaianot^twnTj; " jooi ml fa too iDtempwile." 

"For a foot Hldier and Ihem Eastern mlUtta, It nf^t be," 
saldHarref, tnmfaig a bag npside down , that Cxsar nov handed 
Mm; "bnt theaa dragoons are fellows tbat jon must br^ down. 
A bint heart, Cipt^n Wharton, would do bnt liule here; bnt 
come , bwe Is a Mack sbrond tor yonr good-4o<^Qg connlenaDce," 
taking, at Ae same time, a pan^mant madi , and fitting it to th« 
fteeofHenrj. "Tha master and the man mnat change places for 

"I don't link he look a bit like me," said Otsar, with 
dtegwt, as ht sitrTeTed his yonng master with Ma new com- 
plexion. 

"Stop a minute, Cnsar," said the padler, with the hirUng 
drollery that at tbtiet formed pari of his manner, "till we get on 
Iha wool." 

"He weisa Hiui ebber now," cried the discmimted AMcan. 
"Atlnkcolonredmaallkeasbeepl InebberMeslehalip,HarTey; 
ha moat as b^ u a sansage I " 

Great pains bad been tailing tn forming the different articles 
osad in the disgoiie of Captain Wharton, end when arranged, 
imder the skilM superintendence of the pedlar, they formed to- 
gether a trsnsformation that wonld easily escape detection , (hm 
any but an extraordinary obserrer. 

Hie mask was stoflM and shaped in snch a mannw as to pro- 
sane the peenUarities, as well as the colour, of the African risage, 
and the trig was so artfully fbrmed of black and vhlte wool, aa in 
imitate tke pepper-and-salt colour of Cesar's own bead, and to 
ciacl plandils fiom the black himself, who tbon^ It an eicdlenl 
Gomilerfelt in erery thing bnt quality. 

"llnre is bm one nun in the American army who could detect 
yon, C^taln Wharton ," said the pedler, sorv^rtiQ bis work with 
•Hfsftetton, "andbelsjnstnowontofoarway." 

"And who ta he?" 

"The man who made yon prisoner. He would aee yonr while 
Ain through a ^ank. Butsalp, bothofyon; your clothe* must 
be eiebanged from head to foot." 
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Cbmt, tIu hid racdved rolnoU Instraettmi from die pedler 
in their niamiiig Interriew, Immediitdf commaatad Uirawing 
aside his coarMgiTDiBiils, which Uie foath took np ud pTopaied 
to Imrest himself wttb; tmobJe, hoverer, to lapnu a few ri^ of 
loatfalDg. 

In the mamier of tlie pedler llien was an odd mtctare of eara 
and hamonr; the former was Ute rasnit of a perfect kaoiriedge of 
tlieir danger, and the means oeceasarj to beasedlnaTOldlDgit; 
and the latter proceeded from the luaTtddildy Indicrona eircmn- 
sttnees before him , acting on an iDdilbreoee iriiieh sprang f^om 
btbit , and long bmiliarilj with saeh seenea as ths present. 

■*Here, Captalo," he said, taking np some looscvotri, and 
beginning to staff the stockings of Cesar, iriiidiwere already on 
the leg irf the prisoner; "some judgment is necessary inshiping 
lUs limb. Tou wiU have to display It on horseback; and the 
sonlhem dragoons are ao naed to the brittle -shim, that doold 
they notice yonr veil tnmad calf, they'd know at once it neTtr 
belonged to a black," 

"Gollyl" aaidCasar, with a chnt^le , that nhiblled a month 
open from ear to ear, "maasy Harry breeches fit." 

"Anything but jour leg," said the pedler, cooUy porsolng 
the toilet of Henry. "Slip on the coat. Captain, orer all. Upoo 
ray word , yoa'd pass well at a pinksler IWillc ; and bore , Cesar, 
place this powdered wig over your cnrls , and be caielbl and ImA 
ont of the window, wheneverthedoorist^cn, and on no accoonl 
apeak, or you will betray all." 

"I a'poae Harrey tiok a color'd man an't goi a tongne Ifka 
Oder folk," grumbled the black, as he took tia staUon assigned 
to him. 

Every thing now was arranged br aeHoo , and the pedler very 
deliberately went over the whole of bis Injaociions to the two aelors 
in the scene. The Captain he coigored to dispense with hla erect 
military carriage , and for a season to adopt the hnmble pacea of 
hia father's negro ; and C»sai he enjoined to silence and disguise, 
BO long aa he eonld possibly malnlalo them. Urns prepared , he 
opened the door, and called aloud to the sentinel, who bad retired 
to the bilhest mdof the pass^ , in order to avoid recetvlng any 
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of that Eplribul eomfort vfakh be felt was Ibe sole pn^eitj ot 
anolliH. 

"Lei tbewomu of ibelunue be colled," sddHarrcj, In the 
Hlemn kej of his assomed duractcr; "and let ber come lione. 
The prisoner is in a happy train of meditation , and moBl not be 
led from his devoUoDS." 

Cvsar Banlf his I^eebetveen his hands; andvhenlbe soldier 
looked Into the apartment, ba thon^t ne saw his charge Id deep 
abstraction. Castiog a glance ot hnge conlempt at tlie divine , he 
called alood for the good voman of the honse. She hastened at 
Ibesnmmons, Kith earnest zeal, entertaining a secret hope that 
she was to be adaiitted to the gossip of a deatlt-bed repentance. 

"Sister," said the minister, in the anthoritatlra tones ef a 
master, '.'hiTe yon in (be honse 'The Christian Criminal's last 
Moments, or Tbonghts on Eternity for them who die a Tfalent 
Death?'" 

"I never heard of the bcokl" said the matron in astonish- 
ment. 

"T Is not nnlikely; there are many hooks yon hare never 
beard of; it Is Impossihle for this poor penitent to pass In peace, 
wllbont the eoosolstlons of that volome. One boor's readuig in 
it, is worth an age of man's preaching." 

"Bless me , what a Ireasore to possess ! — when was It pnt 
oot?" 

"It was first ptit ont at Geneva in the Greek langaige, and 
then translated at Boston. Itisaboofc, woman, IbatshonUbe 
in the hands of every Christian , especially such as die opoo the 
gallows. Have a hoise prepared instantly for this black, who 
shall aceompany me to my Brother — , and I will send dawn the 
Tolame yet in season. — Brother, compose thy mind; yon are 
DOW In the narrow path to glory." 

Casar wdggled a little in his chair, bat be had sofficlent re- 
collection to conceal his bee with hands that were , in their mm, 
concealed by gloves. The landlady departed, tocomplywiih this 
very reasonable request , and the gronp of conspirators were aesio 
left to ibemsebet. 

.^illuiuweii," aouiihe pedlsr; "bntthe difficiUt task is to 
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ieedvc the offlMf vbo eomnunds theguard — heisliwummtio 
tawtoii, and hu learned some of the Captain's own cnDning In 
these Ihlngs. Kemember, Csptaln Whartoa," eontinned he, 
with ID air of pride, "Ifaat dov is the moment vdwn amy thing 
depends on ow eoolnesB." 

*' Mr tale can be made but little wone than it b at present , m; 
north; fellow ," said Henry ; "but for yonr sake 1 will do ell tbat 

"And wherein can I be more forlorn and perseealed than I 
DOW ami" asked the pedler, with that wild incoherence which 
often crossed his manner. "But I hsTe promised one to safe 
;oa , and to him I neTer bave yet broken my word." 

"Andwhoislw?" ssidHenry, with awakened inierest. 

" No one." 

The man soon letnrned, and aDDoanced that the horses were 
■1 the door. Harvey gave the Captaio a glance, and led the way 
down the stairs, GrsI desiring the woman to leave the prisoner to 
himself, in order that he might digest the wholesome mental food 
that be had so lately received. 

A nunonr of the odd character of the priest had spieed from 
the seDtioel et the door to his comrades ; so that when Harvey and 
Wharton reached the open space before the bailding, they foond 
a dozen idle dragoons loitering abont, with the waggish intention 
of quilling the fanatic, and employed in affected admiration of the 

*'A fine horse!" said the leader in this plan of mischief; 
"but a little low in Hesh; I sappose Ikom hard iahonr in yonr 

"Uy eaiiingmaybelalMursome to both myadf and this ftitb- 
ftal beast , but then a day of settling Is at hand , that wilt reward 
mefof allmyonlgoingsand iDcomings," said Birch, pntting his 
foot In the stirrup, and preparing to monnt. 

"Ton woA for pay, then, as we figbl for't?" eried another 
of the party. 

"Even so — 'la not the labourer woithy of htoilreT"* 

"Come, aoppose yon ^e as a little preaching; we hare a 
Manre moment just now, andtboe'sno talluig bow mueh good 
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}0Q mlglit do a tet of reprobates Uke na , in ■ few words; hcra, 
mouDttbis horseblock, and take your teit where jon fdeise." 

The men now gathered in eager deti^ aroiwd the pedler, 
who, gUudng his eje npressirelj towards die Captain , vho had 
been suffered to mount, replied — 

"Donbiless, torsDchlsinj duty. Bat, CKsar, joucanrfde 
Dp the road and deliver the note — the nohapp} prisoner will Im 
wanting the booii, for liis hours are numbered." 

"Xj — aj, go along, C«scr, and get the botA," shouted 
half a doien voices , all crowding eagerl j aroand the Ideal priest, 
in anticipation of a frolic. 

The pedler inwardi; dreaded, that, in their unceremonions 
handling of himself and garments , his hat and wig might be dis- 
placed, when detection would be certain; he was therefore fain 
to compljr with their reqaest. Aacending the horseblock, after 
hemming once or twice, and casting several glances at the Captain, 
wbo continued immoTeable , be conunenced as follows : — - 

'*! shall call jour attention, my brethren, to that portion of 
Scripiare which you will Bnd in the second book of Samnel, and 
which is written in the following words: — 'And the king 
lamented over Abner, and said, Died Abner as a 
fool dieth? Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet 
put into fetters: as a roan falleth before wicked 
men, so fellest thou. And all the people wept again 
over him.' Cesar, ^ride forward, I say, and obtain Uie book 
as directed; thy maslw Is groaning in spirit even now for the want 
of it." 

"An eicelleni teitj" cried the dragoona. "Go on — go ou 
— let the snowball stay; he wants to l>e ediSod as well as 
another." 

"What are jou at there, scouodrela?" cried Lieutenant 
Hason , as lie came In sight from a walk he had taken to sn«er at 
the evening parade of the regiment of militia ; ' ' away with every 
man of yon to your quarters , and let me find that eaoh horse is 
cleaned and littered, when 1 cMne round." The sound of the 
officer's voice operatnd Uke a chann , and no priest eodU desire 
■ more silent congregation, although he might possibly faav* 
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lulled for one that wu mwe nnmerona. Huod had not done 
Epeaking , when it was reduced to the image of Gksbt odIj, The 
pedler look that opportuoitr to mount, but he hud to picserre the 
gnrltj of his movemecls , fur the remark o( the troopets apw the 
condJIioa of Iheir beasts waa but too ]nst, and a doieo dragoon 
horses stood saddled and Inidled at hand, readj to recfliTe Ihdr 
riders , at ■ momeut's warning. 

"Well, hare yan bitted the poor fellow within," uidHsson, 
" Uiat lie can take his last ride nnder the cnrit of dlTlnilj, old 
gentleroanT" 

"There to evil In thj coDversaiion , profooe man," cried the 
priest, raising his bands, and casUng his ejes upwards in hoi; 
horror; "so 1 will depart from thee unhnrl, as Daniel was libe- 
rated fi'am Uie lions' den." 

"Off with fon, for a hypocritical, psalm-slaging, canting 
rogne in disguise," said Hason, scomrallf ; "bj ibe life o( 
Washington! It worries an honest feLow to see such Toracions 
beasts of pray ravaging a country for which he sbeds his blood. 
If I had jon on a Virginia plantation for aqnarterafanbonr, I'd 
teadi yon to worm the tobacco , with the turkeys." 

"lleaveyoo, and shake the dust off my shoes, thaino rem- 
nant of Ihis wicked tiole may temish the vestments of the godly." 

"Start, or I will shake the dust from yonr jacket, designing 
koafel A fellow to be preaching to my men 1 There's HoUisterpnl 
the devil in them by his eiborting; the rascals were getlingtoo 
conscientious to strike • blow that would rase the skin. But hold I 
whither do yon travel, master blackey , In such godly company t" 

"He goes," said the minister, hastily speaking for his com- 
panion, "to letnm with a book ofmnch condolence and virlne to 
the sinful yonih above, whose soni will speedily become white, 
even as his outwards are black and nnseemlj. Would yon deprive 
a dying man ofthe consolation of reLgion?" 

"No, no, poorfellaw, liia fate is bad enough; afamonsgood 
break&st his prim body of an aunt gave ns. But hsrk'ee, Mr. 
BereUtlons, if ibcyonih must die secundum artem, letltbe 
wider a gentleman's direclions; and my advice Is, that jou never 
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tnistllMlikdetoDofToiiniinoiigiu«||dn, or t will tike the akla 
(A tnd leaf e jou naked." 

"Oat upon Ifaee for a renJer and scoffer of goodness I" said 
Birch, moring siovif, and with adDeobserTaDceofclericaidi^ 
oily, down tlie road. Mowed by the Imaginary Cesar; "Imtl 
lean thee, and that beliind me that wiil prove IliyeoadHnnalioD, 
aod take from (hee a hearty aadjoyfoldeliTeraDce." 

"Damn him," mauered the trooper; "the fellow rides lilie a 
ilake, and liiB legs slick out like the eoclis of bis hat. I wish 
I had him helov these hilts, where the law is not over parti- 

"Corporal of the guard! — coiporal of the guard 1" shooted 
the sentinel in the passage to the chambers, "corporal of the 
guard! — corporator the gnard I" 

The subaltern Dew np the narrow stairway thai led to the room 
of the prisooer, aod demanded Ihe meaning of the ontcry. 

The soldier was standing at the open door of Ihe apartment, 
lookiag Id with a sospicious eye on the supposed British officer. 
On observing his lieutenant, he fell back with habitual respect, 
and replied, with an air of pouJed thought — 

"Idon'tknow, Sir; but jast now the prisoner looktdqaeer. 
Ever since Ihe preacher has left him , he don't look as he nsed b> 
do — bnt," gazing Intently over the shoulder of his officer, "it 
most be him, tool There is Ihe same powdered bead, and ilie 
darn in Ifae coat , where he was hit the day we had Ihe last brush 
with the enemy." 

"And then all IMa noise is occasioned by your doubling whe- 
ther tlial poor gentleman is your prisoner, or not, is it, sirrahf 
Who Ihe devil do yon ihink it can be else?" 

"I doo'I know who else it can be," relumed the fellow, snU 
lenly; "but he Is grown thicker and shorter, ifitishe; end, see 
forjourself. Sir, he shakes all over like a man in an ^ue." 

This was but too tme. Cstsar was an alarmed anditor of this 
short eoaversatlMi, and from cengralnlatlng himself upon the 
dexterous eaeepe of hia young masler, his thoogbts were very na- 
turally beginaing to dwell upon Ihe probable consequences to hia 
own person. The panse that saccMded the last remark of the 
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MDtloel, Id do d^ree contribatMi to iherMtarMianofUahen^ 
liM. UenUnuit Huon ma iHuiad lo wmlnlng with hU own 
ejes the snsptcled person or thg bbdt , and C«s«r ww awan of 
the bet , bf stealing a look throo)^ a passage aoder ona of his 
aims , ilut he had left expressly for the purpose of reconnoilriag. 
Captain LawloB would have discovered the frandimmediatalf, but I' 
HasoD was bj DomeaoBaoqiiiek-si^ledutuscoiiimander. He 
therefore taraed rather contemptuoDsly to the aoldier, and, 
speaking io an under tone , observed — 

"That anabaptist, methodlsiical, qnaker, psalm-ilnging ras- 
cal has fH^tened the bof , with his farrago abont Oamea and 
brimstone. I'll itep in and cheer him with a little rational eon* 



"I hsTe beard of fear making a man white," said the soldier, 
drawing back, and staring as if Ida ejea would start ^m their 
•ocketa; "bntitfaasehanged theroralCaplainloabiaekl" 

Thelrnthwas, Hut Caesar, ootble to hear what Mason ottered 
in a low TOico , and baring tvtrj fear aroused la him bf what had 
already passed , incantioualy removed the wig a little Irom one of 
his ears , in order to hear the better, wilhont In tlie least remem- 
bering that ilB colour mi^l piore fatal to his disgnise. Ihe sen- 
tinel had kepi iiis eyes fastened on iiis prisoner, and noticed the 
action. The aKention of Hason was instantly drawn lo the same 
object, end forge ttii^ ail deUcacy for a broUier offlcer in distress, 
or, in short, footling erery Ihingbnt the censare that mi^t alight 
on his corps, the lienlenant sprang forward and seiied tlie leniBed 
African hj the throat; for no sooner bad Oesar heard bis colour 
named, than he knew hisdiscavery was certain; and at the flrst 
sound of Mason's heavy boot on the floor, lie arose from his seat, 
and retreated precipitately to a comer of Ibe room, 

"Who are youT" cried Hasan, dasfaiag the head of the old 
man against the angje of the wall at each inteirogatory , " who the 
devilareyon, and where is the EngllshmanT Speakl thonthnn- 
derdood. Answer me, yon jackdaw, or I'll hang yon on the gaU 
lows of the spy," 

Casar conlinned flrm. Nettber the threats nor the blow* conld 
eitnct anj reply, nntU the Lleaienanl, by a very natural tnnaitlon 
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Id Uie aUadi, sent Us benj boot forward m ■ ArecltMi Oat 
brought it Id ouet contael with (he moat senBltife ptrt of (he negro 
— his sbiD. The most <didanle heart could not hiTe eueted 
hirtherpaliaice, and Cesar instantlj gave in. The first words he 

spoke WMB — 

"GoU;! Hassal yoa tlnklgotnofeelin'!" 

"Bf Heavens!" ahonled the Liealenaol, "itlsflietiegn)him- 
Hlfl BcoBiidrell wfaeie[s;oDr master, and whowas thepriest?" 
While speaking, hemade a aioTement, as if about to renew (be 
attack; bntCcsarcriedaloadtbr mercy, promising to tdl all that 

"Who wasttie priestT" r^eated the dragoon, drawing back 
big formidable leg, and holding it in threatening saspense — 

"Harvej, Harvejl" cried Cssar, dancing from one leg (O die 
other, as he tbou^t each member In turn assailed. 

"Harre; who, joa black nllainT" cried the impatient Lieu- 
tenant , IS he eiecuted a foil measure of Tengeanee b; letting bis 
leg flj. 

"Bird)!" shrieked Ctesir, falling on his knees, the tears 
rolliDg in large drops orer his shining face, 

"Harvcf Birch!" edioed the trooper, hurlii^ the black from 
him, and nishUigJhHn the room; "Toannil toanns' FifljgDi' 
Dcas for Uie life of the pedler spj — give no quarter to either. 
Mount, mount! to arms! to horse 1" 

During the nproar occasioned b; the assembling oT the dra- 
goons , who all rushed tumoltnonslj to their horses , C«sar rose 
from the Qoor , where he bad been thrown bj Mason, and began to 
eumlne Into bis injuries. Happil; for himself, be had alighted on 
hiahead, and consequently sustained no material damage. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Amy want Sllpia, 






Thk road which it vu DeeesBarf Tor tbe pedler «nd th« Eof^li 
Captain lotiaTd, Id order to reacfa Ihesbellerof the Mils, laf. Ton 
halfwnile, in full view friim the door of the building that bad ao re- 
cently been the prison of the latter ; nnialng far the whole dIstaDce 
orer the rich plaJn, that spreads to the Tery fool of the raonatains, 
which here rise in ■ Dearljr petpeniliculBr asceni tt'om (heir bases ; 
it dwn tnraed short to the right , and was obliged to fbUow tbe 
windings of nation , as it won its wa j Into the bosom of the HI^ 
lands. 

To preserre the supposed dififarenee in their stations , Harrer 
rede a short distance ahead of his companion, and maintained the 
sober, dignified pace, that was sailed to his usnmed character. 
On Ihfllr right , ^e regiment of foot , that we have alread; meo- 
tiooed, laj in tents; and the seniioels who guarded their encamp- 
ment were to be seen moring with measnred (read nnder the skirts 
of tilt hills ihemselTes, 

Hie first impnlse of Henr; was, certalnlf, lo ni^e the beast he 
rode to his greatest speed at once, and by a conp-^e-maln not only 
aeeomplishhisescspe, butretlerehlmselffrom the torturing sns- 
pense of his rituallon. But Ihe forward movement that the jonth 
made for this purpose was iDStanlly cheeked by the pedler. 

"Holdup!" heeded, deiteronsly reining bis own borse across 
die path of the other; "woutdyoBralnasbolhT Fall Into tbe place 
of a black , tbUowIng his master. Did yon not see their blooded 
chargers, ill saddled and bridled, standing in the son before the 
bouseT How long do yon thii± that miserable Dntch horse yon ore 
onwoiddh(MUsspeed,lfpnrsaedbytheTi^nians? Ereryfoot 
that we can gain, wllbonl giring the alarm , eonnta a day in our 
lives. Bide steadily after Die, and' on no sccoUni look back. 
They ate >■ nbtle a> (dim, aj, and u raTenous for'blood as 
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Hrary relocluillT restnliMd hia impitieriM, and Mowed Ota 
direction of llie prdler. His JmagiDatioii , hoverer, contliiiiallx 
alumed him with the fancied soundi of pnrsnit; thongli Biitb, 
who oceasionallf looked back under the preleace of addressing his 
companion, assnred htm that all continued quiet and peaceful. 

"But," said Benry, "it will not Impossible fbr Cesar lore- 
main long undiscovered. Had «e not belter put onr horses to the 
gallop, and by the time thej can reHect on the cause of oar flight, 
we can reach the comer of ihe woods? " 

"Ah! jon little know them. Captain Wharton," relamed the 
pedler; "tbereisasergeaotatthismomentiookingaflerus, as If 
be tfaonght all was not right; ttte keea-ejed fellow watches me like 
a tiger lying in wall for his leap. 'When I stood on the horse-block, 
he half suspected that something was wrong. Naj, check four 
beast — we must let the animals walk a little , for he is laying his 
bandon Ihe pommel of his saddle. If he mounts, we are gone. The 
fool-soldiers conld reach as with their muskels." 

"What does he now?" asked Henrj, reining his horse to a 
walk, but at the same time pressing his heels Into the animal's 
sides, to be in readiness for a spring, 

" He tarns from his charger, and looks Ibe other way ; now trot 
on gently — not so fast — not so fast. Observe the sentinel In the 
Held, B little ahead of na — he eyes as, keenly." 

"Nerer mind Ihe footman," said Henry, impatiently; "he can 
do notliing hut shoot ns — whereas these dragoons may make a 
caplife again. Surely, Barrey, there are horse moving down ttie 
road behind us. Do you see nothing particular?" 

"Homph!" ejaculated the pedler; " ther: Is something par- 
ticular indeed, to he seen behind the thicket on our left. Turn 
jour head a little, and you may see and proSt by It loo." 

H«iry eagerly seized this permission to look sstde, and tb« 
blood curdled to his heart as be observed that they wen passing 
a gallows, which unqnesdonably had been erected for his own 
eiecntion. He turned his face ttom the sight In nndlsguised 

"There is a warning to be prudent," said the pedler, In Ihe 
■ententions manner that he often adopted. 
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"It Ib a tcnlBe right, fudeed!" cried Henij, for a moment 
tellf Dg his e jes vith hU band , as IT to drire a Tision from befora 
Urn. 

The p«dler moTed his bodjparttr arouud, and spokevith ener- 
getic hot gloom; billerness — "And jel , Captain 'Wharton , jon 
see It where the aeltiog sun ahlneg fhll upon jod; the air jon 
bteathe Is clear, and fresb Itom the hills before joa. 'Ertrj et«p 
that jou lake leavea that haled gallows behind; and ererj dark 
hollow, and ererj aliBpele» rock to tbemoiiDlains, offers jona :^ 
hiding-place ttf>m the rengeance oryonr enemies. But 1 have seeD 
ihe gibbet raised , when no place of refuge offered. Twice have 1 
been buried in dui^ons, where, fettered and in chains, I have 
passed nights In torture, looking forward to the morniug'a dawn that 
was to light me to a death of Infamf . The sweat bos started from 
limbs that seemed already drained of theirmoistnre; and if Iren- 
tured to the hole Uiat admitted air through grates of iron to look 
out upon Ihe smiles of nature, which God has bestowed for the 
meanest of his creabires, thegibbet basgtared before mjejes, like 
an eril conscience harrowing the soul of a djring man. Pour times 
have I been In tbeir power, besides this last; bnt — twice — dldl 
Ihluk mjhonr bad come. It is hard to die at the best. Captain 
Wharton ; but to spend jour last momeols, alone sud onplUed, lo 
know that none near fon so much as think of the fate that is to joa 
the closing of all ihatis earthly; lo think, that In a few hours jou 
are to be led ttota the gloom irtiich , as joii dwell on what follows, 
becomes dear to }on , to the face uf da;, and there to meet all e;es 
filed upon 70a, as If jou were a wild beast; and lo lose sight of 
ever; thing amidst the jeers and scoffs of your fellow-creatures — 
that, CapUIn Wharton . that indeed is lo die!" 

Henrj listened In amaiemeni, as his companion altered this 
speech with a vehemence altogefhor new to him; both seemed Ut 
have ForgotleD their danger and their disguises. 
" Wfaatl were jou ever so near death as IhalT" 
"Have I not been the hunted beast of these hills for three jears^ 
pasti" resumed Harrej; "and once Ihereven led me to the foot 
of the gallaws itself, and I escaped only b; on alarm from the royal 
boopB. Had they been a quarter of an hour later, I most hiTS 
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died. Then wu I placed In the midst of uuheDai nn, and 
gaping women and cbildran , u a monster to be euned. ' Wben 1 
would pray to God, mj ears were f ctaolted with the history ofmj 
erbnef; and when, in all that nmlUlnde, I looked aroand for a 
sln^ bee that showed me any pf ly, I eould Oad none — no , not 
even one; all carsed me aa a wretch who would adl lila eooalry for 
gold. The SOD was brighter to my eyes than common — bat it was 
the last time I ahonld see 11. "Die fields wen gay and pleasant, 
and every thing seemed as if this world was a kind of beaveo. Oh ! 
bow sweet life was to meatiiutmomeiid Twasa dreadfttlfaoar. 
Captain Wharton , and such as you have neier known. Toubave 
friends to feel for yon, butt had none bat a fkther to mourn my 
loss , when he mlgbt hear of it; bnt then was no pity, no eooaols- 
tion near , to soothe my angoisb. Every thing seemed to have de- 
serted me. I even thooght that HR had forgottoi that I lived." 

"Whott did you f^l that G«d hhnsdf bad tbrsaken yon, 
Harvey?" 

"God never fbisakesblsflervants," relumed Birth , wlthre- 
verenca, and eihU>iiing natonlly a devoUm Ikit Utberto be bad 
onlyasaomed. 

" And wbo did yon mean by hbT" 

The pedlei raised himself in his saddle lo the sfiff and npii^t 
posture that was snited to his onlward appMranee. The look of 
fire, that All a short lime ^wed on bis conatenanee, disappeared 
In the stdemn lines of unbeodii^setf-abaBement, asd, speaking as 
if addressing a negro, Iwreidied — 

"In beaven there is no dlsUnctlon of coloar, my bntheri* 
tberefore yoa have a predous efaarge witUn you , that you mnst 
hereafter render an account of;" dropping bis voice — "this b 
the last sentinel near the road ; look not back , as yon value your 
life." 

Henry remembered his sftnation, ud instantly assnmed ths 
hunble demeuMnir of Us adopted (Wader. The unaeeoontable 
energy of Ihe pedlar's manner was soon forgotten in the sense of 
his own immediate danger; and with Ihe recoUectlMi of his critical 
situalirai, relumed all Ihe aaeariness that he bad mowientarlly 
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"Whilseo jou, HsnejT" he cried, observing ihapedlerlo 
gaia towards the bnildiog they luid left, Willi omlnons iateKSt; 
" vbit see jou at the bouse ?" 

"TbRt wUch bodes no good lo ns," retamed ibe pretended 
priest. "Throw aside the mask and wig; yon will need «II your 
senses withont mnch delay; throw them in the road : there are 
none before us that I dread , but there are those hehind who will 
file us a resrful race ! " 

"Nay, then," cried the Captain, cBstingibclmpIenientsof his 
disguise into the highway, "letusimproTeourlime to the utmost. 
We want a full quarter to the tarn ; why not push For it, at once?" 

"Be cool; they are in alarm, but they will not mount withont 
an officer, unless Ihef see us fly — now he comes , be moves lo the 
SlabteBi trot briskly; a doieo are in their saddles, bntlbe officer 
slopsto tighten his girths, they hope to steal a march npon us; he 
{smoouted; now ride. Captain Wharton, tot year life, and keep 
almybeels. IfyonqDilme, yon will be lost!" 

A seeood reqnest was noDecessary. The Instant that Harvey 
pat bis horse to the speed. Captain Wharton was at his beels, 
urging the miserable animal be rode to the ntmosl. Bireb bad 
selected bis own beast; and although rastly inferior to the high-fed 
and blooded chargers of the dragoons, still It was much superior Ut 
the little pony that had been thought good enongh to carry Casar 
Thompson on an erraind. A very few jnmps convinced the Captain 
that bis companion was fast leafing him, and a fearful glance 
thrown hehind, informed the fugitive that bis enemies were as 
speedily approaching. With that abandonment that makes misery 
donbiy grievous, when II is to be supported alone, Benry cried 
aloud to the pedler not to desen him. Harrey instantly drew up 
and suiTered his companion to run alongside of his own horse. The 
cocked bat and wig of the pedler fell from his head the moment Ibal 
his steed began to move briskly, and this development of their 
disgnise, as it might be termed , was witnessed by Ihe dragoons, 
who announced their observalion by a boisterons shout, that 
•eemed to be uttered in the very ears of the fugitives ; so hmd was 
the cry, and so short the distance between them. 

"Had we not better leare our horaesT" said Henry, "and 
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mabf for tlie UQs acroie the fields? — Ibc fence will stop our 
pursuers." 

"That waj lies the gallons," returned Oie pedler; "Iheserel-- 
Ions go Ihm Itet to oar two , and would uiiud (he fences no mom 
than we do these rats; hut it is a short quarter to the turn, anJ 
there are two roads hehind the wood. They iniij itand to choose 
until the; can take the track, and we shall gain a little upon them 

"But this miserahte horse is blown already," ciied Henry, 
urging his hcasl with the end of his bridle, at the same time that 
Harvey aided his efforts by applying the lash of a heavy riding whip 
ho carried; "he willneverstandjlfor halfamilc farther." 

"A quarter will do; a quarter will do," said the pedler; "a 
siaglc quarter will save as, if jou follow my directions." 

Somewhat cheered by the cool and conGdcnt manner of his 
companion, Henry continued silently urging his horse forward. A 
few moments brought them to the desired turo, and as tbey 
doubled round a point of luw under-brush , the fugiti>'cs caught a 
^mpsB ot their pursuers scattered along the highway. Mason and 
the sergeant, being belter mounted than the rest of the party, 
were much nearer to their heels than even the pedler Ibonghl could 
be possible. 

At the fool of Ibe hilts, and for some disliDce up the dark valley 
that wound among the moDQtains, a thick underwood ofsspliogs 
bad been suOered to shoot up, vhere the heavier growth was felled 
for the sake of the fuel. At the sight ofthb coicr, Henry again 
urged the pcdlerto dismount, and to plunge into the woods; but 
his request was promptly refused. The two roads , before mei>< 
lioued, met at a very sharp angle, at a short distance Irom the 
turn, and both were circuitous, so thai but little of eithercould be 
seenatatime. The pedler took the one which led to the left, but 
hdd it only a moment ; for , on reaching a partial opening in Ihe 
thicket, be daried across into the right-hand paib, and led tlie way 
up a steep ascent, which laf directly before them. TMsmsnceuvre 
saved them. On reaching the fork, the dragoons followed the 
track, and passed the spot where ibe fugitives had crossed to the 
other road, before thej missed the marks of the footsteps. Their 
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loud cries were beard bj Heorf and the pedler, as Ibeir wear; and 
breathless aoinials toiled np the bill, ordering Ihcir comrades In 
the rear to rida in the ri^l directicHi. The CaplaiD agaia proposed 
lo leave their horses and dash into Ihe thicket. 

"Not jet, not jet," said Birch, in a low voice; "iheroad 
falls from the top or this hill as It rises ; first let as g^n the top." 
While spealiing, Ihej reached the desired summit, and both 
threw themselves from their horses, Heorjr plunging into the thidi 
tindcrwood, vhlch covered Ihe aide of the mountain for some 
distance above them. Harvey stopped to give each of iheir beasts 
a few severe blows of his whip , thai drove ibem headlong down 
Ihe path on Ibe other side of the eminence , and then followed bis 

Thepedlerentereddio thicket wilhalitUe caution, and avoided, 
as much as possible, nisllingor breaking the bronchos tnhiswaj. 
There was but lime only to shelter his person from view, when a 
dragoon led up the ascenl , and on reaching the height , be cried 

"laawoneof Ibeir horses turning Ihe hill this minute." 

"Driveon; spurforward, mylads," shouted Htson; "give', 
tiie EngUahman quarter, bat ent down the pedler, and make an ' 
end of him." 

Henrj felt his companion gripe his arm hard, as he listened In . 
agreattremor to thiscry, which was followed by the passage of a ) 
dozen horsemen , with a rigour and speed that showed too plainly 
how little secarilf their orer^tired steeds could have afforded them. 

"Now," said Ihe pedler, rising (him Ibe cover to reeoonoilre, 
and sUndiDg for a moment in suspense, "all that ve gain is clear 
gain; for, aswegoiip, theygodown. Let us be stirring." 

"Bat will they not follow ns, and surround this monnlaia?" 
saidHenry, rising, andimilaling the laboured bnt rapid progress 
ofhia companion; "remember, Ibej have ,[6ot as well as borse, 
and at any rate we shall starve in the hills." 

"Pear nothing. Captain Wharton," returned Ihe pedler, with 
confidence; "this is not the moualain that I would he on, bntne- , 
cessily baa made me a deitcrons pilot among these bills. I vlll '^ 
lead jouwhsra no man will dare lo follow. See, Ibesnn Is already 
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setting tjeMad the tops of the western mouDtaias, and it vlll be 
twohoarsto thorlslQgoflheiiioon. Wbo, tfalokfon, wUlfoUow 
us tn, oa a November night, amoog these roclis and pre- 
cipices?" 

"Listen!" eiclaimed Ilenrj; "the dragoons are shonliog to 
eacli other; the j miss ns already." 

"Come lothepointof this rock, and yon ma; see them," said 
Har?ey, composed]; setting himself down to rest. "Nay, Ibe; 
eao see us — oltserre, tliey are pointlog up with their lingers. 
There! odb has fired his pistol, but Ibe distance is too great for 
even B musket." 

"They will pursue us," criedlbeimpatientHeury; "lelusbe 
moving." 

"They will not think of such a thing," returned Ibe pedlcr, 
picking Ibe chieker-berries that grew od the thiu soQ where be sat, 
andvery deliberately chewing tlieni, leaves and all, to refresh bis 
mouth. "What progress conid they make here, in their heavy 
boots and spurs, and long swords? No, no — they tnay go back 
and tarn out (be fool, bat Ibo horse pass through these de&les, 
wbenibeycankeepthesaddle, with fear and trembling. Come, 
fallow me, Captain Whnrton; we have a troublesome march be- 
fore us , but 1 will bring ^on where none will think of Teotnrii^ 
this night." 

So saying, Ihey both arose, and were aoon hid from view 
amongst the rocks and cBTcms of the mounlalD. 

The conjecture of the pedler was true. Mason and Us men 
dashed down the hill, in pursuit, as they supposed , oftheir^i^ 
tims, but on reachingtbe bottom lands, they found only the de- 
serted horses of (he fugitives. Some little time was spent In ex- 
amining the woods near them, and in endeavooring to take the 
trail on such ground as might enable the horse to ptusue, when 
one of the party descried the pedler and Henry seated on Ibero^ 
already mentioned. 

"lie's off," muttered Mason, eyeing Harvey, with fnry; 
"he'solT, and we are disgraced. By heavens, Washlngtoo will 
Dottrnstus with the keeping ofainspected lory, ifwelettbe ras- 
cal trifle in this manner with the corps ; and there sits the Gnglislt* 



,„„^„.„Coi.>^lc 



341 

mm, too, looUiig dnni upon as irilli a smile of beneToIence ! I 
fancy (hU I can see ft. Well, well, m;lad, joa are comlbrtablj 
floated, IviUconress, and that Is some Hud g belter than dancing 
apoD nothing; butjooare not lo the west of the Harlaem river jet, 
and I'll trj ;onr wind before jou tell SirHenrj what jou bare seen, 
OT I'm no soldier." 

"Shall I liro, and frighten the pedlcr?" asked one of the 
men, drawing bis pistol from tiie holster. 

" Ay , startle the birds from tbef r perch — let ns see how Qitj 
can use the wing." The man Gred the pistol, and Mason con- 
tinued — " Tore George , I believe the scoundreb laugh at us. 
But homeward, or we shall have them rolling stones upon our 
heeds , and the Rojal Gazettes teeming with an account of a rebel 
regiment routed bj two lojalisls. They bare told bigger lies than 
that, before now." 

The dragoons moved snileot; alter their officer, iriio rode to- 
wards their quarters, musing on the course it behoved him lo 
pursoe in the present dilemma. It was twilight when Mason's 
parlj reached the dwelling, before the door of which were collected 
a great number of the officers and men, busilj emplo]%d In 
giving and listening to the most elaborated accounts of the escape 
of the spy. The mortified dragoons gave their ungratelbl tidings 
with the sullen air of disappointed men ; and most of the oncers 
gathered round Hason, lo consult of the steps that ought to be 
taken. Hiss Peyton and Frances were breathless and unobserved 
Usieners to ail that passed between them, from the window of the 
chamber imniBdiately above their beads. 

" Something must be done, and that speedily," observed the 
commanding olScer of Ihe regiment, whidh lay encamped before 
tlie boose ; " this English olScer is doubtless an instrument in [he 
great blow aimed at us by the enemy lately; besides, our honour 
ii involved In his escape." 

"Let us beat the woods I" cried several at once; "bymom- 
ing we shall have them both <^n," 

"Soniy, softly, gentlemen," returned Ihe Colonel; "no man 
can travel these hills after dark , unless used to the passes. No- 
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thiog but horse can do servtee fn this business , and I presume 
Lieulenant Uasoo hesiUles to more without the orders of bts 
Major." 

"IcertalnlTdarenot," replied the snhalteni, griTel; shaking 
his head , noless jon will take the responsibllitf oF an order; bat 
Major Danwoodie will be back again in two hours, and we can 
carry the tidiogs throogb the bills before daylight; so that by 
spreadiugpatrols across, from one rlvertotheolher, and offering 
a reward to the conotrj people, their escape will yel be impossible, 
unless they can join the party tiial is said to be out on the Hud- 
son." 

"Averj plausible plan," cried the Colonel, "and one that 
must succeed; hut let a messenger be despatched to Duawoodle, 
or he may conlinne at the feiry until it proves too late; though 
doubtless the mnaways will lie in the mountains to-night." 

To this suggestion Mason acquiesced , and a courier was sent 
to the Unjor with the Important iutelligenee oF the escape of Henry, 
and an Intimation of the necessity of his presence to conduct the 
pursuit. Aiter this arrangement, ^le otBcers separated. 

When Miss Peyton and her niece Qrst learnt the escape of Cap- 
lain WbaitOQ , it was with difficultj they could credit their senses. 
They both relied so implicitly on the success of Dunwoodie's ei- 
erlioDS, that they thought the act, on the pan of their relative, 
eitremely imprudent; but it was now too late to mend it. While 
listening to the conTersalion of the officers, both were struck with 
the increased danger of Henry's situation, if re-captured, and 
Ibej trembled to think of the great eiertioos that would be made 
lo accomplish this object. Miss Peyton consoled herself, and 
endeavoured to cheer her niece, with the probability, that the 
fugitives would pursue Ibeir course vlih unremitting diligence, so 
that they might reach the Neutral Groan d before the horse would 
carry down the tidings of their flight. The absence of Dun wood fe 
seemed to her all-important, and the artless lady was aniionsly 
devising some project that might detain her kinsman , and tiins 
give her nephew the Imgeat possible time. But very different were 
ti)e reflections of Frances, She conld no longer donbl that the 
Bgnre she had seen on the hill was Birch , and she felt certain that,' 
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instead of fljing to the fricndlj forces belov , her brother woald be 
Ukoa to the niysleiioas hut to pass the iilgbt. 

Frsaces sod her sunt held a loDg sad aniiDtled dlseassloo bj 
themselTes , vhea the good spinster relactADllj jielded to the re- 
presentatiou ot her niece, and, folding her Id ber arms, she 
kissed her cold cheek , and, ferrenlljblesslngber, alknred her to 
depart on an errand of fraternal love. 

CHAPTER XXX. 



Shib leDgtii'nlBg ■■ 1 go. 

ColdimiEli. 

The night had set In dark and ehilling, as Frances Wharlon, 
vllh a healing heart but light step , moved through (he little garden 
that la; behind the farm-house which had been her brother's 
prison , and took her vaj to the foot of the mountain , vhere she 
bad seen the Ggare of him she supposed to be the pedler. It was 
«iill earl;, but the darkness and the drear; nature of a November 
evening would, at ao; otbermomcnt, or with less Inducement to 
eiertjou , have driveo her back In terror to the circle she bad left. 
Without pausing to reflect, however, she flew over the ground 
with a rapidli; that seemed to hid deGance to all impediments, 
nor stopped even to breathe , until she had gone half the distance 
to the rock that she had marked as the spot where Birch made his 
•ppearancc on that ver; morning. 

Tbe good treatment of their women Is the surest evidence that 
■ people can give of their civilisation; and there fs no nation which 
hasmoretoboast ofin this respect than tbe Americans, Frances 
felt but Utile apprehension ft-om the orderl; and quiet troops who 
wereuking their eveoiog's repast on (beside oflhehighwa;, op- 
posite to lbs Qeld through which she was fl;ing. The; were her 
touotrjmen , and she knew that ber sei would he respected b; the 
Eastern militia, who composed this hod;; but In tbe volatile and 
recklesi character of the Southern horse she had less eonSdence, 
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Ontn^ of any descripUoD were seldom eommitled b; the retllj 

Americaa soldi crj ; but she recoiled wiilinqnisiiedelicacf, from 
even the appearance of hnmillaUon. When, therefore, she heard 
ibe footsteps of a horse moTiug Elon-lf op tbe road , sbe shrank 
Uniidlf into a little thicket of vood which grew around the spring 
thatbabbledbomthesideofabillockDearher. Thevidette, for 
suchit proved to be, passed ber without Doticing her form , which 
was so enveloped as to be asbtUecoDspfcnous as possible, ham- 
ming a low air t« himself, and probably Ihiaking of some other 
fair ihat he had left on the banks of [be Potomac. 

Frances listened aaiionslf to the retreating footsteps of fats 
horse, andaslheydiednpcn her ear, sheventared from her place 
of secrecy, and advanced a bhort distance into the Geld, where, 
startled at the gloom, and appalled with the dreariness of the 
prospect, she paused U> rellect on what she bad ondertoken. 
XhrowlDg back tite hood of her cardioal, she sought the support 
ofa Uee, and gaicd towards the sammltofthe mountain that was 
to be the goal (^ber enterprise. II rosefrom the plain like a bnge 
pyramid, giving nothing to the eye but Its ouUine. Tbepinnacle 
could be faially discerned in front of a lighter back-ground of 
clouds, between which a few glimmering stars occasionally twin- 
kled In roomeutarybiightaess, and then gradually became ohscnred 
by the passing vapour (hat was moving before the wind, at a vast 
distance below the elands themselves. Should she return, Henry 
and the pedler would most probably pass the night fn fancied 
security upon that very hill , towards which she was straining her 
eyes, in the vain hope of observing some light that might encou- 
rage her to proceed. The deliberate, and what to her seemed 
cold-blooded, project of the officerfor the re-capture of the fugi- 
tives, still rang in her ears, and stimulated herto go on; but the 
solitude Into wbich sbe must venture, Ihetinie, tbe actual dan- 
ger of the ascent, and the uncertainty of her finding the hot, or, 
what was siill more disheartening , the chance that it might be ot- 
cupled bynnknown tenants, andlhoseof the worst description — 
urged her to reireaL 

The increasing darkness was each moment rendering objeeli 
less and less distinct , aud tbc clouds were gathering more gloomt- 
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1} Id the rear or the hiD, nnlll Its form could no longer be dis- 
cerned. Frances Uireir back ber rich curls with both bands od her 
templcE, in order l« possess her eenses lo tltelr utmost Iteenness ; 
but the towering bill was entire! j lost U> the eye. At length sbe 
discovered a faint and twinkling blaze In the direction in which she 
ihonght (be bnllding stood, tliat, bf its reviving and receding 
lustre, might be taken for the glinunerlng of a fire. Bntlhede* 
iusion vanished, as the horizon again cleared, and the star of 
evening sbone forth fromaclond, after struggling bard, as if for 
eiistence. She now saw the monnttin lo the letl of the place 
where the planet was shining, and guddcnlf ■ streak of mellow 
light buret upon the fantastic oaks that were tbinlf scattered over 
its snnimit, and gradaallf moved down its side, until the whole 
pile became distinct under the rajs of tbe rising moon. Although 
it would have been physlcallj impossihie for our heroine to ad- 
vance withont the aid ofihe friendly light, which now gleamed on 
the long line of level land before her, yet she was not encouraged 
lo proceed. If she conid ace the goal of her wishes, she conld 
also perceive the difficulties that must attend her reaching IL 

While deliberating Id distressing Incertitude, now shrinking 
with the timiditj of her sei and years from the enterprise , and 
BOW resohing to rescue her brother at every hazard. Fiances luriw 
ed her looks towards the east, In eamesc gaze at the elonds which 
constantly threatened to involve her again In comparative dark- 
ness. Had an adder stnng her, she conld not have spmngwilh 
greater celerity than she recoiled from die object against which she 
was leanitig, and which she for the first lime noticed. Ibe two 
uptight posts, with a cross beam OD theirtops, and a rude plat- 
form beneath, told bat too plainly the nature of the structure; 
even the cord was swinging lo and fro In the night air, Frances 
hesitated no longer, but rather flew than ran across (he meadow, 
and was soon at the base of the rock , where she hoped to find 
something like a fttb to the summit of the mountain. Here sho 
was compelled to psnse for breath , and she improved the lelsnre 
D J surveying Ibe ground about ber. The iscentwas quite abrupt, 
bat she soon found a sheep-path (hat wound among the BheNing 
rocks and through the trees , so as lo render her labour much less 
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tiresome lli»ii it olhenrlse wonld have been. Tlirawingafcarrul 
glance bebind, the determiDed gfrl commeDced her jonniej up- 
wards. ToQog, sciiTe, and impelled bj her generous motiTe, 
she moYed np the bill viib elastic steps, and veij soon emerged 
from the cover of Ibe woods into an open space of more lei'el 
ground, tbat had endenllj been clearedof its timber for the pur- 
pose of GultiTatioQ. But either the war or the sterilitj of the soil 
had compelled the adventurer to abandon Ihe advantagea thai he 
had abtaincd over the wilderness, and already the bushes and 
briers were sprlngiug up afresh, as ifthe plough had never Iraced 
lis nirrowB through the mould which nourished them. 

Frances ftlt her spirits invigorated b; these faint Testiges of 
Ihe labour of man, and she W3ll[ed up Ihe gentle acclivit; with 
renewed hopes of success. Ibc path now diverged In so many 
different directions, that she soon saw it would be nselcss to 
follow their windings, and abandoning it at the first turn, she 
laboured forward towards what she thought was the nearest point 
to the summit. The cleared gronnd was soon past, and woods 
and rocks clinging to the precipitous sides oftfaemounlaiD, again 
opposed themselves to her progress. Occasionally, the path woB 
to be seen running along the verge of the clearing, and then sirl- 
king oft into the scattering patches ofgrsss and herbage, but in no 
instance couid she trace it upward. Tufts of wool hanging lo the 
briers, BuIGcientlf denoted Ibc origin of these tracks, and Frances 
righUy conjectured that whoever descended the mountain , would 
avail Iiimself of their eiistence (o lighten the labour. Seating hei^ 
self on a Stone, the wearied girl again paosed toreslandtoreOect: 
the clouds were rising before Ihe maon, and the whole scene at 
her feet lay pictured in the softest colours. ^ 

The white tents of Ibe militia were stretched in regular lines, 
Itnmediately beneath her. The light was shining in the window 
of her annt, who, Frances easily fancied, was watching the 
mounUin , racked with all the anilely she might be supposed to 
feel for her niece. Lanterns were playing about in the stable- 
yard, where she knew the horses of the dragoons were kept, and 
believing them lo be preparing for ihcir night march, she agaia 
sprang upon ber feet , and renewed her toil. 
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Oar heroine iii to uccnd more than a quarter or a mile Tar- 
(her, althoogh she had alreadj coDqoercd tvo-thirds of ibe height 
of the monnlaJa. DnI ahe wis nov vilhont a path , or any gaida 
to direct her in her cooree. Fortunately the bill iras conical , like 
mosloftbemoaatainsln IhatrsTifG, and, by advancing np wards, 
■be was certain of at length reaching the desired hut, which han^ 
IS it were , on the very pinnacle. Nearly an liour did she struggle 
with the numerons difficolties that she was obliged to overcome, 
when, having been repeatedly eihauslcd with her elTorls, and, 
in several instances , in great danger from falls , she succeeded In 
gaining the small piece of table land on the summit. 

Faint with her eiertions, which had been nnusnally severe 
for so slight aflame, shesanlion arock, to recover her strength 
and fortitnde for the approachiog interview. A few moments 
■nlllced for tliis purpose , when she proceeded in qnest of the hat. 
All of the neighbouring hills were distinctly visible by the aid of 
the moon , ind Frances was able , where she stood , to trace the 
ronie of the highway, from the plains into the mountains. By 
following this line with her eyes, she soon discovered the point 
whence she bad seen this mysterious dwelling, and dircclly op- 
posite to that point she well knew the hut mast stand, 

Iht chilling air alf^ed through the iealless branches of Oie 
gnarled and crooked oaks, as with a step so light as hardly lo 
rustle ifaa dry leaves on which she trod , Frances moved forward 
lo that part of the hill whore she expected to Hod this secluded hs- 
bitaiion; bnt nothing conid she discern that In the least resembled 
a dwelUng of any sort. In vain she eiamfncd every recess of the 
rocks , or inquisitively explored every part of the summit that she 
thought could hold the tenement of the pedler. No bnt, nor any 
Testige of a human being, could she trace. The idea of her solitude 
■(nick on the lerriiieil mind of the afTrighted girl , and apfwoacbing 
t» the edge of a shelving rock, she bent forward to gate on the 
signs oflife in the vale, whenaray of keen light dazzled hereyes, 
and a warm air diOused itself over her whole frame. Recovering 
from her surprise, Frances looked on the ledge beneath her, and 
It once perceived that she stood directly over the object of ber 
■eareh. A hole through ita roof afforded a passage to the smoke, 
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vblch asitblewislde, shoired ber a clear and cheeriy fire cnclc- 
Ung and sDsppIng on a rude hearth of itoac. Tlie approach to the 
front of the hut was bj a windiag path around the point of the rock 
OD whtch she stood , and bjr this she adyanced to its door. 

Three sides of this singular edifice , if such it could be called, 
were composed of logs laid altematelf on each other, to a little 
more than the height of a man; and the fourth was formed bj the 
rock against which it leaned. The roof was made of the bark of 
trees, laid in long strips from the rock to its earcs; theGssores 
between Qie lags hadbeen stalled with claj, which inmanjplaces 
had fallen out, and dried leaves were made use of as a sabstilutota 
keep ont the wind. Asingle window of four panes of glass was in 
front, butaboardcareftilly closed it, in such a manner as to emit 
no fight, from the fire within. After pausing some time to view 
thisslngnlarconstrucledhiding-placo.for such Frances well knew 
it 10 be, shcapplicdherefe to a crevice to examine within. There 
was no lamp , or candle , but the blading fire a( dry wood made the 
tntenor of the hut light enough to read hj. In one comer laj a bed 
of straw, with a pair of blankets thrown carelessly over it, as if lefl 
where they had last been used. Against the walla and rack were 
snspended, frompegsforced into the crevices, various garments, 
and SDchas were apparenlly filled for all ages and conditions, and 
for either set. British and American uniforms hang peaceably by 
the side of each other; and on the peg that sopporled a gown of 
striped calico , such as was the usual country wear , was also de- 
pending a well powdered wig: in short, the attire was numerons, 
and as various as if a whole parish were to be equipped from this 
one wardrobe. 

In the angle against the rock, and opposite to the fire whidi was 
burning in the other corner, was an open, cupboard, thathelda 
plale or two, a mng, and the remains of some broken meat. Beforo 
the fire was a table , with one of its legs fractured , and made of 
rough boards; these, with a single stool, composed the fumitara, 
if we eucptarewarliclesfor cooking, Abookthat, by its shape 
and size, appeared to be a Bible , was lying on the table, unopened. 
But it was the occupant of the hnt in whom Frances was chiellf 
interested. This was a man, silting on (he stool, with his bead 
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lesDlDg on his hand , in sncb a maoDer as to eoDCul his featnres, 
(Dd de«plj occDplsd Ed cinmitiiiig some open papen. Od the labia 
lajB pair or CDrlooslyaDd richly monoled horseman's pislols, aod 
the haadle of a sheathed rapier, of exquisite vorkmanshlp, pro- 
traded from between the legs of the geDtleman, one of whose 
hands carelesslf rested on its guard. The tall Statare of this nn- 
eipeeled tenant of tbo hnt , and his form, mnch more athletic than 
thai of either Harrej or her brother, (old Frances, without the aid 
of his dress, that it was neither of those she songhL Aclosesnr- 
tout was buttoned high In the throat of the stranger , and parting at 
his knees , showed breeches of buIT, with milliaiy boots and spurs. 
His hair was dressed so as to expose the utole face ; and . after tbe 
fashion of that da J, it was prottisetj powdered. Aronndhatwas 
laid on the stones that formed a paved Door to the hnt, as If to 
malie room for a large map, which, among the other papers , oc- 
cupied the tablo. 

This was an nneipccied eront to oar adveQlurer. She had been 
(0 confident that the lignre twice seen was the pedler, that on 
learning his agency in her brother's escape, she did not in the leasl 
doabt of finding Uiem both in the place, which, she now dis- 
eorered, was ocenpled hj another and a stranger. She stood, 
eamesllf laolilng throngh the erefica , hesitating Aether (o retire, 
or to wait with the eipeclation of yet meeting Henry, as the 
stranger moved his hand from before his eyes , and raised his face, 
apparently In deep rousing, when Frances instantlj recognised 
the benevolent and strongly marlted, but composed, reatnres of 
Harper. 

All that Dnnwoodie had said of his power and disposiUon ; all 
that he had himself promised her brother, and all the conQdcnce 
that had been created by bis dlgDlDed and paternal manner, rushed 
across the mind ofFrances, who threw open the door of thebnl, 
and falling at his feel, clasped his knees with her arms, as shti 

"Save him — save — save my brother; remember joDrpro-X 
mlse, andsaTehim!" ) 

Harper had risen as the door opened, and there was a slight , 
noremfitt of one hand towudi his pistols , but it was cool , and 
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Insloulf checked. He raiseil tlia hood of the urdinil whidi had 
bllen over her features, and eiclaimed, with some nDeesiness — 

"Miss Wharton! Hut foa cannot be alone?" 

" There is none here but mjr God and jrou ; and bf his sacred 
name, I conjure jou to remember jour promise, and save mj 
brother!" 

narper gentlf nised her from her knees, and placed her on the 
Biool, begging her at the same time to be composed, and to ac- 
qoaiDthim vith the nature ofher errand. This Frances Inslantlj 
did, ingenuouslj edmittiag him to ■ knowledge of ail her views In 
TisitingihatlonespolatsQchaQhoDr, and bf Iierself. 

II was at all times difficult to probe the thoughts of one who 
held his passions in such disciplined subjection as Harper, but 
still there was a lightiog of his thoughtful eje, and a sligjil nn- 
bending of his muscles, as the hurried and aniions girl proceeded 
Id her narrallTe. His interest, as she dwelt npon the mannerof 
Henri's escape , and the flight to the woods , was deep and mani- 
fest, and he llsieacd lo the remainder of her tale with a marked 
eipresslon of beneTolent indulgence. Her apprehensions, that 
her brother mi^t still be too late through the moanlains , seemed 
to have mocb weight withhim, for, isshflcoaclnded, he walked 
a turn or two across the hut, in silent musing. 

Frances hesitated, and Dnconsciouslf plajed with the handle 
of one of the pistols , and the paleness Uiat her fears had spread 
overber&neCeatnreahegaa to give place to a rich tint, as, after a 
short pause, she added — 

" We can depend much on the friendship of H^jor Dunwoodle, 
but his sense of honour is so pure, that — that — notwithstanding 
his — his — feelings — his desire to serve as — he will coneeiTe It 
to be his dutj to apprehend raj brother again. Besides, ho (hints 
there will he no danger in so doing , as he relies greatlj on jour 
interference." 

" On mine ! " said Harper, raising hlsejes In atirprise. 

"Yes, on jonrs. When we told him of joarldnd language, 
heat onee assured us all, Ihatyouhad the power, anditjonhad 
promised, would have the indinatlon, to procore Henry's pardon." 

"Said he more?" asked Harper, who appeared slightly aneuj. 
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"Nothing but reiterated (MunDccs of Hcnrj's ufcly; even 
now be is Id quut of joti." 

"Hiss Wharton, that 1 bear no meao part Id the DDhsppj 
■truggle between England aod America, it might now be nseless 
lodenj. You owe your brollier's escape, ihisniglit, to mjr know- 
ledge of liis innocence, and the remembrance of my word. Major 
Duawoodie is mistilten, when lie seys Ibat I miglit openly have 
procured his pardon, loow, indeed, can controibisCite, Bud I 
pled^ to you a word vrhich baa some Influence with Washington, 
that means shall be Uben to prevent his recapture. Bui from you, 
also, I exact a promise, that (his inteniow, and all (bat has passed 
bclwccnus, remain conSued toyourown bosom, uu([| you have 
my permission to speak upon the subject." 

Frances gave the desired assurance , and he continued — 

"The pedler and your brotticr will soon be here, bntlmust 
net be seen b j the royal oQlcer , or (he life of Birch migbt be the 
forfeiture." 

"NeYcr!" cried Frances , ardently; "Benryconld never be 
BO base as to betray the man who saicd him," 

"It is no childish game that we are now playing. Hiss Whar- 
ton. Heo's lives and fortunes hang upon slender thieads, and 
nothing must be icfl to accident that can be guarded against. Did 
Sir Henry Clinton know that the pedler held communion with ine, 
■ndundersuehcircumstanees, the Ufb of the misersble man would 
be laken insianily ; therefore , as yon value human blood , or re- 
member the rescue of your brother, be prudeut, and be silent. 
Communicate what yon know to Ihcm both, and urge ihem to 
instant departure. If they can reach the last pickets of our army 
before morning, it shall be my care that there are none to intercept 
them. There is better work for HajorSunwoodie than to be ex- 
posing the life of bis friend," 

WbUe Harper was speaking, be cirefiillj rolled np the map 
he bad been studying, and placed It, together wl^ sundrj pa< 
per* that were also open , into his pocket. Ha was still occupied 
in this manner, when the voice of the pedler, talking in anusnallj 
load tones, was heard directly over (heir heads. 
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, "Sland Airthcr Ihis waj, Captain Wharton, and you can 
see the Icnts, ia the mooashine. But let themmouDtand ride; 
1 have a nest, here, Ilut will bold us hath, and we will go in at 

"And where is this oestT 1 confeBB thai I liare eaten but 
litllo Ibe two last daj's , and I crave seme of the cheer that you 
mcDiloD." 

"Hem!" said the pedler, eietling his Toice stiii more; 
"hem — Ibis fog baa given me a cold[ but move alow — and be 
careful not to slip, or joa ma; land on the bajonet of the sen- 
tinel on the flats ; 'tb a steep hill to rise, but one can go down it 
with ease."/ 

Harper pressed his finger on his lip, to remind Frances of her 
promise, and taking bis pistols and hat, so that no vestige of 
his visit remained, be retired deliberate]; to a far comer of the 
but, where, lilting several articles of dress, heentereda recess 
in the locli, and letting them fall again, was bid from view. 
Frances noticed, b; the strong fire-light, as be entered, that it 
was a natural cavity, and contained nothing but a few more articles 
of domestic use. 

The anrprise ofHeniy and the pedler, on entering and finding 
Francesia possession of.thehut, maybe easily imagined. With- 
out waiting for eiplanationa or questions , the warm-hearted girl 
flew into Uiearms of her brother, and gave a ventlo her emotions 
in tears. Out the pedler seemed struck with very different feelings. 
Bis first looh was at the Gre, wbich had been recently supplied 
with fuel : he then drew open a small drawer of tbe table , and 
looked a little alarmed at findiag it empty — 

"Are yon alone, Miss Fanny?" he asked, in aqnick voice; 
"you did not come here alone?" 

"As you see me, Hr. Birch," said Frances, raising herself 
from hei brother's anns, and turning sa eipiessive glance towards 
the secret cavern , that the quick eye of tbe pedler Instantly under- 
.stood. 

"But why, and wherefore are you.here?" eiclalmed her as- 
l04tl$tted brother; "andhowiuiew jonofthisplaceatallT" 

Frances enured at once Id tQ a brief detail of whM Iu4 oecnmt 
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ai the house since thdr depirtare , and the motives vliich Indaced 
her to seek them. 

"But," saidBiroh, "iriiTfoUow luheie, whenve were left 
OD the opposite hillT" 

Frances related the ^mpse that she had caught of the hut-aod 
thepedlcr, in tier passage through the Highlands, as well as her 
View of him od that ilaf , and her immediate conjecture IhatUie 
fiigitiTes would seek the sbeller of lliis habltatiou for the uigbu 
Birch eiamined her features as, with open iDgennonsness , she 
related the aimple lacidents that had made ber mistress of his 
secret, and, aa she ended, he sprang up od his feet, and, 
strikli^ the window with the stick Id his hand, demolished it at 

"TisbutlittleluinrjorcomfottthatlkuDW," tiesaid, "but 
even tlial little cannot be enjofed In saftlrl Uu Wharton," ha 
added, advancing tiefore Fanny, and speaking with the bitter 
melancholf that was common to him, " I am hunted Ibrongh these 
hillslikeabeastof the forest; but whenever, Uredwithmjrioib, 
I can reach this spot , poor and drear; as It Is , I can spend mj 
■olilarj nights lu safetf . Will yon aid to moke the life of a wretch 
stiUm ■ "" ""■ 



" Major Dun woodle — " said the pedler, slowly, turning an 
eye upon ber that read her soul. 

Frances lowered her head upon ber bosom, for a moment, in 
shame ; then cleTating her fine and glowing face , she added with 
enthusiasm — 

"Never, never, Harvey, asGodmayhearmy piayersl" 

The pedler. seemed satisfied; for he drew back, and watching 
his opportnuitf, unseen by Henry, slipped behind the screen, 
and entered the cavern. 

Ftauees aoil her brother, who thought his companion bad 
passed through the door , continued conversing on the latler's si- 
tuation for several minutes, when the former urged the necessity of 
eipeditlon on his part, in order to precede Dnnwoodie, fhim whose 
tenseofduty theyknew they badnoeaeape. The Captain took onl 
Tit Sfg. a 
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UspocLet-biHik,aDilwtalsa revUnovillilifspHicUi Ihenfold- 
iog the paper, he handed it U) his sUler — 

"FrancH," he said, "yoD faare this niglit proved Toursdf 
to be an [Qcom parable woman. As you iove me, give that un- 
opened 10 Dnnwoodie , and nmember Ibat two hoare nay save my 
lite." 

"1 viU — I «fll; butwby delay? why not !]y, and improva 
these precious momeals?" 

"Your aisiersajB well. Cap lain Wharton," eiclaimed Harvey, 
who bad re-entered unseen; "we must goat once. Here is lOod 
to eat, IB we tmvei." 

"BntwboistDsee this rair creature in saretyT" cried the Cap- 
tain. "Icanneverdeaert my sister, In auch a place as this.'' 

"Leavemel leave mel" aald Frances; "1 etn descend as I 
came up. Do not doubt ma; jou know not my courage, normj 
■tTeBglh."' 

" 1 have not known you , dear girl, it is true; but now. as I 
learn your value , can I quit yon here? never, never." 

"Captain Wtiarton," laid Birch, throwing open tlie door, 
"you can triHe with jaur own lives. If you liave many to spare; I 
have btU one, and must nnrse It. Dolgoaloneornol?" 

"Gd^ go, dear Henry," saidFranees, embTacinghim; "go; 
remember our father; remember Barah," She waited not for his 
answer, but gently foned him through the door, and cloMd it wllfa 
her own liands. 

For a short lime there w«fl a warm debate Intwwn Henry and 
thepedler; liut the latter finally prevailed, and the breathless gid 
heard the successive plunges , as they went down the sides of Ibe 
mounlaiD at a rapid rate. 

Immediately ader the noise of their departure had ceased. 
Harper re-«ppeared. HetooktbearmofFranceslnalience, and 
led her Oom the hut. The way seemed fhmlllar to him; for, 
ascending to the lodge shove them, he led hla companion across the 
table-land, tenderly pointing out the litde difBcnldes In dieir route, 
■nd cauUoning her against injury. 

FnncM Ml, as she walked by the dda of Qtis exlraordlnary 
intD , that aba wia mpported by one of no common iiamp. Tho 
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GraiDess of his step, and the composure orblsmaaner, seemed to 
indicate a mind setlled and resolved. Hj laking a route over the 
backer the bill, Iheydescendedvith great eipedition, and but little 
danger. The distance it had taken Frances an hour to conquer, 
was passed bj Harper end his companioD iu ten minutes, and Ihef 
entered ilie open space already mentioned, lie sirack Into one of 
the sheep-paths, and crossing the clearing viih rapid steps, Ihcj 
came Baddenly npoo a horse, caparisoned for a rider of no mean 
raulc The noble beast snorted and pawed the earth, as bis master 
approached and replaced the pistols in the holster. 

Haiper then turned, and taking the hand of Frances, spoke as 
follows : — 

" Ton bsTB this night sared your brother. Miss T\'harton. It 
would not be proper far nie to explain whj there are limits to my 
ability to serre him , but if you can delaiu the liorse fur two hours, 
he is assnredly safe. After what you hare already done, I can be- 
lieve you equal to any duly. God has dented to me cliildren, young 
lady , but if it had been bis blessed will that my marriage should 
nolbafe been childless, snch a treasure as you iselT would Ihave 
asked from his mercy. But you are my child ; (H~wha dwell In Ibis 
broad land are my children, and my care, and take the blessing of 
one who hopes yet to meet yon In happier days." 

As be spoke, with a solemnity that lonched Frances to the 
heart, he laldhis hand impressively upon her bead. The guileless 
girl turned her face towards him, and the hood again falllug back, 
eiposedherlovely features to tbe moonbeams. A tearwasglisten- 
ing 00 either cheek , and her mild blue eyes were gazing upon him 
in reverence. Harper bent aud pressed a paternal kiss upon her 
forehead, and eontinned — "Any of these sheep-paths will take you 
to the plain ; but hers we must part — I liave much to do , and far 
to ride; forget me in all butyourprayers." 

He Ihenmounted his horse; and lifting his hat, rode towards 
the back of the mountain, descending at the same time, and was 
EOOD hid by the trees. Frances sprang forward with a lighlened 
heart, and taking the first path that led downwards, in a few 
minutes she reached the plain in safety. While bnaied In stealing 
through the meadows towards the house, the noise of horse ap- 

u,„„„^„.„Coi.>^lc 



356 

I)rMdkIng sbrtled her, and she telt how much more vus to be ip- 
prcheaded from maD , in some siUiatioBS, thui from solitude. 
Hiding Iter fonn In Ihe angle of a fence near the road , she re- 
mained quiet for a moment, andvatched theirpassage. A.small 
partj of dragoons, vhose dress was dilTereiit from the Vit^oians, 
passed at a brisk Irot. Thej veto followed bj a genllemau , en- 
veloped in a large cloak, whom she at once knew to be Harper, 
Behind Iiim rode a black in llverf , and two jouths In nnifonns 
brought op the rear. Instead of taking the road that led b; the 
eDcampment, the]' turned short to the left, and entered the htlls. 
Wondering who this unknown but powerftilfMendofhcrbro- 
thercouldhe, Frances glidedacross the field, andusingduepre- 
caolloDS in approaching the dweUing, regained her resident Uft- 
diSGuvered and in safety. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

KsDce, baibtol cniuilagi 
A ai prompt ns, pUIn ind hair InncwiBC* i 
lam your iriffl, if yon will marry ba. 

Tenpttt. 

Oh joining Miss Peyton, Frances Icamt that Dunwoodie was 
not yet returned ; altiiough, with a view to relieve Henry from tho 
importunities of the supposed fanatic, he had desired a very re- 
spectable divine of their onu church to ride np from the river and 
olTer his services. This gentleman was already arrived , and had 
been passing the half hour he had been there , in a sensible and 
well-bred conversation with the spinster, that in no degree touched 
upon their domestic aHairs, 

To the eager enquiries of Miss Peyton , relaUve to ber succest 
in her romantic eicursion, Frances couid say no more than that 
she was bound to be silent, and to recommend the same precau- 
tion to the good maiden also. There was a smile playing around 
thebeantii^lmontli of Frances, while she uttered this (inunction, 
which eatisfied her sunt that all was as it should be. She was ur- 
ging her niece to take some refreshment alter iier fatiguing eipedi- 
lion when the noise of a horeemao riding to the dooi , announced 
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the refwDoribe Major. Be liid been fonod bflhe'coDiier, who 
was despatched bj Mason , Impalientlf waiting the return of Harp- 
er to tlie tetr], and Immediatelj (lew to the place where his rriead 
bad been conGned, tormented by a Ihonsand conflicting fears. 
The heart of Frances bounded as she listened to his approaching 
footsteps. Ilvaotedyet an hour to the termination of the shortest 
period that the pedler hod (kted as the time necessary to eflect bis 
escape. Even Harper, poverfiil and well disposed as be )C- 
tiDowledged himself to be, had laid great stress upon the Impor- 
tance ofdetaininglheVirgfniansdnilnglhatboQr. She, however, 
bad not time to rally her thoagbis, before Danwoodle entered one 
door, as UIss Peyton , with Ibe readiness of female instinct, re- 
tired throngh anotiier. 

He coBnteoanee of Peyton was flushed , and an air of Teution 
and disappointment perraded his manner. 

"Twas imprudent, Frances; nay, itwasunliind," he cried, 
throwing himself in a chair, "to Qy at tbe very moment (bat I had 
assured Mm of safety I 1 can almost persuade myself that you de- 
light in creating points of difference in our feelings and duties." 

"In our duties there may very possibly be a dilTcreace," re- 
turned bis mis^ss, approaching, and leaning her slender form 
against liie \vall; "but not in our feelings, Peyton. Vou must 
certainty rejoice in the escape of Henry!" 

"There was no danger Impending. He bad the promise of 
Harper; and It is a word never ta be doubled. Oh! Frances! 
Frances! bad yon Icnown the man, you would never hnve dis- 
tfusted his assurance; nor wonid you have again reduced me to 
this distressing altematire." 

"What altemativeT" asbed Frances, pitying his emotions 
deeply, but eagerly seizing npon every cireamslance to prolong 
the inlerriew. 

"Wbataltenialivet am I not compeDed to spend this nighl In 
the saddle to recapture your brother , when I bad Ihongbt to have 
laid my bead on iia pillow, with the bappy consciousness of con- 
Lribuliog to his releawT Ton make me seem your enemy; I, who 
would cheerfully sbed the last drop of blood In your service. I 
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repeal, FraDe«s, Itvasrash; it iras aokind; UuasiMd, sad 
mistake." 

She bent lovards htm, ud limidlf taokoae of his faaDds, 
^hQe with the other she gentlf removed the curls from bis burnins 

"AVhygoBtsU, dearPejlon?" sheasked. "Youhivedooe 
much for jour countrf , and she cannot exact such ■ sacilfice as 
this at jour hand." 

"Frances! Miss Wharlonl" eiclairaed the jonlb, sprfnfpng 
on hU feet, and padng ilie floor vilb a cheek that burnt throng 
its broirn covering, and an efe that sparkled iritb wounded In- 
tegiilf ; "it is notmj countrj, butmj bononr, that requires the 
sacriGc«, Has he not Hed from a guard of mj own corpsi Bui Tor 
this, I might have been spared the blow! But if ihe eyes of the 
Virginians are blinded to deception and arliGce, their horses are 
BiriR of foot, and their sabres keen. We shall see, before to- 
morrow's sun, who will presume to hint Ibat the faeantj of Ihe 
sisterfumishedamask to conceal the brolhcrl Tcs, jes; Ishould 
like, even now," he continued, laughing billerly, "to hear the 
villain who would dare to surmise that such treachery existed ! " 

"Pe;ton, dear Peyton," said Frances, recoiling from his 
angrjeje, " jou cnrdle mjr blood — would yon kill my brotberT" 

"Would I not die for him!" eiclsimed Dunwoodie, as he 
turned to her more mildly; "jon know I would; but I am dis- 
tracted wllh Ihe cruel surmise lo which this step of Henrj's sub- 
jects me. What will Washington think of me, sbontd he learn 
that I ever became your husband I " 

"If that alone impels jon to act so harshly towards my bro- 
ther," returned Frances, with a slight tremor Inherrolce, "let 
it never happen for bim to leam," 

"And thisisconsolaUon, Frances!" 

"Nay, dear Dunwoodie, I meant nothing harsh or nnhlnd; 
but are yoa not making us holb of more Gonsequence with Wash- 
ington than the truth vrill justify?" 

"I trust that mj name Is aot ea^rely onknown to the com- 
mandeMn-ebler," said theMajor, alltlla proudly; "norareyoo 
as obscure as your mod^sly would make yon. I bdievB jou, 
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Fraoeei , vhen jov ga; Ihat fon pitj me , mi It must bo m; task 
to conUnDO vortbi of fiach feelings. But I waste the precious duh 
ments; vemmtgothraagh the biUs to-night, that wa maj be re- 
freshed in lime for the dat; of lo-iudrrow. Haeon is alreadj 
walling mj orders to mooai. Frances, 1 leave yon with a beav; 
heart; pit; me, but feel no concern for your brother; he must 
■giia become a prisoner, buteverj hair ofhishead is sacred." 

"Stop! Dnnnoodie, Iconjnre yon," cried Frances, gasping 
for breath , as she noticed that the band of the clock stili wanted 
many minnleg to the desired hour; " before yon go on your errand 
otraslidioDsdaly, read this note ihatHeniy has left foryou, «nd 
vhich, doobtless, helhonght be was writing to the friend of bis 
joulh," 

"Frances, I eicnae your feelings ; but the time will come when 
yon will do me justice." 

"Thai lime is Qow," she answered, eiteading her hand, un- 
able any longer to fUgn a displeasure thai she did not feel. 

"Where got you this note?" exclaimed the yonlh, glancing 
his eyesorer its ctmieats. "Poor Henry, you are indeed my 
friend! Ifany onewlsbesmehapplness, itlsyonl" 

"He does, he does," cried Frances, eagerly; "he wishes you 
every happiness ; believe whathe tells you; every word la true." 

" I do believe him , lovely gtrt , and he refers me to you for its 
conGrmallon. Would that I coald trust equally to your affec- 
tions ! " 

"Too may, Peyton," said Frances, looking up with ianocent 
confidence towards her lover. 

"Thenrcadforyourself, andTeriiyyonr woidi," inlerrupUd 
fionwDodie, boldiogthenole towards her. 

Frances received It in astonishment, and read the following: — 

"Uh is loo precious 10 be IrogledtuDDCBrtalnllM. Heave you, 
Peyton, nuKnotTn lo all but C«sar, and I recommeHd bin la your 
mercy. Bat Ihers is a cars that 'vrelgha me lo tbe earlh. Look at 
my aged and inSnn parent. He will be reproached far Ihe sopposed 
crime of Iila son. Look al Iboie helpless stslars Ibal 1 leave beblnd 
me wilhoat a pioleclDr. Prove to me Ibal yon love ni all. L«t Ibe 
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The paper fell ftom the' hands of Frances, and she endtuTonred 
toraiseherejes to the faceofDnoiFODdlB, hut the; sank abashed 
te the Qoor, 

"Ami wortfajoflfaiseoDfidenceT Will joa scad me ont this 
nlgfal to meet my own brother? orvill U be the oDicer of Congress 
io quest of (he officer of BrltainT" 

"And wonid you do less of yoar datj becaose I am jour vife. 
Major DDDvoodie? in vhat degree vonld It better the coodition of 
Henrjt" 

"Denrj, I repeat, is safe. Tbe word of Harper is his gua- 
raniee; bat I vlll show the world a bridegroom," coDtlDoed the 
joulh, perhaps deceiting himself a little, "who Is equal to the 
dutj of arresllDg the brother of his bride." 

"And will the world comprehend this rcGnemsnt?" said Frao- 
ce>, with a muslos air, that lighted a thoosaod hopes in the bosom 
of her loTcr. Id fact, the temptatloD was mighlj. lodeed, there 
seemed no olher waj to detain Dnnwoodie until the fata] hour had 
elapsed. The words of Harper himself, who hadsointelf toldher 
thatopenlf he could do but little for Henry, and that every thing 
depended upon gaining time, were deeply engrared upon her 
memoiy. Perhaps there was also a DcciLng thought of the possi- 
bility of an eternal sepsradon from her lover, should he proceed 
and bring back her brother to punishment. It Is diflicnlt at all 
times to analpe human emotions, and they pass through (he sen- 
sitive heart of a woman with the rapidity, and nearly with the 
tivldoess of lightning. 

"Whydojouheallale, dear Frances," cried Dnnwoodie, who 
was studying her varying eoontenance; "a few mfniiles might give 
me a husband's claim to protect you." 

Frances grew g^ddy. She turned an anxious eye to the clock, 
■nd the hand seemed to linger over its bee, as if with intent to 
torture her, 

"Speak, Frances," murmurcdDnnwoodle; "maylsummon 
my good UnswomaaT determine, for time presses." 
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She endeaTonrei] to replj, but could onlf vhlspcr someihlng 
that vas loan dlble , butwhldi herlonr, wllhthe piiTnegeorim- 
mcmarial enslam , constraed Into asscDl. He tnrned and flew to 
the door, when bia mistress recoTeTed her voice — 

"Slop, Pejton; I cannot enter Into sneb a aolemneDgagemeDt 
with a Traad apoD my cDnselrace. I haTe seen Henry since bis 
escape, and time Is all important to him. Here is my hand. If, 
with this Icnowledge of the consequences of delay, you vUl not 
rejeelft, fl is freely yours." 

"Reject it!" cried the delighted youth; "I take it as the 
richest gift of HeaTen. There Is time enough far as ait. Two 
hours vill take me thTOn^ the hills; and by noon, to-morrow, I 
will return with Washington's pardon for your brother, and Denry 
will help to enliTen our anplials. 

"Then meet me here in ten mlnntes," said Frances, greatly 
rcliered by nnbnrthen[ng her miud, and filled with the hope of se- 
cnriDg Henry's sal^ty, "end I will Tclnm and take those tows, 
which will bind me to you for ever." 

DuDwoodie paused only to press her once to bis bosom, and 
Dew to cnmmnnicate his wishes to the priest. 

Hiss Peyton receiTed ibe aTowolofher niece with InfinlleastO' 
nishmenl and a little dJEpleasure. It was violating all the order 
and decorum ofa wedding to get It np so hastily, and with so little 
ceremony. Bat Frances, with modest Grmness, declared that her 
resolution was taken; she had long possessed the consent of her 
friends, and their nuptials, fur months, had only waited her 
pleasure. She had uow promised Dnuwoodie, and it was her wish 
to comply; raoreshedarenotsay without committing herself, bj 
entering into eiplanations that might endanger Birch , or Barper, 
or both. Unused to contention , and really much attached to her 
kinsman, the treble objections of Miss Peyton gave way to the 
firmness of her niece. Hr. Wharton was loo conipletely a convert 
to the doctrine of passive obedience and non-resistance, to with' 
stand any solicitation from an offlcerofUnnwoodle's inflnence in 
the rebel armies; and the maid returned to the apartment, accom- 
panied by her father and aunt, at the eipiration of the time that she 
bad Gied. Dunwoodie and (he clergyman were already there. 
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Frances , BlleDll j , and without the itTcclatioD of reserre , placed 
Id his hand (he wedding ring of her owd mother, and after some 
little lime spent iu arriuiglng Hr. Wharton and herself. Miss 
PejtoD saflered the ceremonj to proceed. 

The clock stood directlj before the ejes of Frances , and she 
turned niaDTajiiDilDusglanee at the dial; hnl the solemn language 
of the priest soon caught her attention, and her mind became fn- 
(ent npoD the tows she was uttering. The ceremon; was quicklf 
over, and as the clei^man closed the words of benediction , the 
clock told the hour of nine. This was the time that Harper had 
deemed so important , and Frances fell as if a mightj load was at 
once removed &om her heart. 

Danwoodie folded her in his arms , saluted the mild annt again 
and again, end shook Hr, Wharton and the divlDe repeatedly by 
the hands. In the midst of the felicitation, a tap was heard at the 
door. It was opened, and Mason appeared. 

"Weareintbesaddle," said the Lieutenant, "and, with jonr 
permission, Iwillleadon; as you are so well mounted, you can 
overlebe us at your leisure." 

"Yes, yes, my good fellow; march," cried Uunwoodle, 
gladly selling an eicuse to linger; "I will reach yon at the Brst 
halt.- 

The subaltern retired to execute these orders ; he was followed 
by Mr. Wharton and die divine. 

"Now, Peyton," saidFrances, "it is indeed a brother that yon 
seeli; I am sural need not caution you in his behalf, should you 
untorinnately find him." 

"Sayfortnoalety," cried the youth; "for I am determined he 
shall yet dance at my wedding. Would that I could win blm to our 
eausel it Is the cause of his country; and I coidd fight with more 
pleasure, Frances, with jonr brother by my side." 

"Oh! mention It notl you awaken terrible refleclions." 

"I will not mention it," retamed her husband; "bntlmust 
now leave you. But the sooner I go, Frances, the sooner I shall 
return." 

The noise ofaborsemanwas heard approaching the house, and 
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Dunvoodie was jet taking leare ofliis bride and her i&nt, vhen an 
olScer was sbowQ inlo the room bj his own man. 

The gentieman wore the dress of an ajd-de-camp , and the 
Major at once knew him to be one of the militar; famil; of 
WashinglOD. 

"Major Dnnwoodie," be said, after bowing to the ladies, 
"ihe Commander-in-chief has directed me to give joit these 

He eiecoled his mission, and, pleading dnty, took Ids learo 
immedfatelj. 

"Here, indeed!" cried the Major, " Is an nneipecled Inm in 
(be whole aTair; bnl I naderatand it. Harper has gotmj letter, 
and already wc feel his indneaee." 

"Baye jon news affecting HenrjT " cried Frances , springing 
to bis side. 

"Listen, and jon shall jndge." 



"Upon Ihersceliit of Ihls, yea will concentrate your squadron, 
so aa Id be in front of a covering rarly which the enemy has senl up 
In fionl Of bis foragora, by len o'clock lo-moTrow, on the belgMs 
•r Crolon , where yon will llnd a body of fbol lo support yon. The 
eacaiie of Uia Engtlah spy baa been repoitod 10 me, bul his arreiil la 
nnimiMirlanl, compared wlih the duty I now assign y*a. Von will, 
Iherefora, recall yonrnten, if any sroinpnianlt, and endeavour 10 
defeat llie enemy forthwiili. 

" Your obedient Servant, 

"Geo. WAaHiMOTOir." 

"TbaokGodl" crted Danwoodie , "m; bands are washed of 
Henry's recaplnre; lean now more to mj duty with bononr." 

"And wllb prudence too, dear Peyton ," saldFrances, with a 
bee as pale as death ; " remember, Dunwoodie , yon leave behind 
yon new claims on year life." 

The yoaib dwelt on her lovely bat pallid features with raplare ; 
and, aa he folded her to bis heart, eiclafmed — 

"Foryonrsalie, I will, lorely Innocent." Frances aobbed a mo- 
ment on his bosom . and be lore himself from ber presence. 

Hiss Pejlon retind with her niece, lo whom she conceited 
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U neceuary, belbre thej Bcparatcd for die niglit, to gtre >d ad- 
moDihwj lechiN on tbe anbjecl of nutriinoniBl duEf. Her Id- 
strnclloii wu modesUr received, if not properly digested. Wtt 
ragnt that hislorj has not handed dovn to d» this precious disser- 
tation; but the result of all our Investlgatioa has been to learn 
that it pactook lii^lj of tbose peculiarities which are said to 
tiuetnre the rules prescribed to govern bacheiors' ciilidren. We 
shall now leave the ladies of the Whartoa famllj, and rcturo to 
Captain Wbarlon and Harvey Birth. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 



Thr pedler and his compaoioD soon reached the valley, and 
after pausing to listen, and hearing no sounds which amtoDDoed 
that pursuers were abroad, they entered the highway. Acquainted 
nith every step that led through the mountains, and possessed of 
sinevs inured to toil , Birch led Ihe way, with the tcnglhened 
Strides that were peculiar to the man and his profession ; his pack 
wasalooe wanting to finish the appcarapceofUs ordinary business 
air, At times, when they approached one of those little posts 
held by the American troops, with which the Highlands abounded, 
he would take a circuit to avoid the sentinels, and plunge rearlessly 
Intoa thicket, orasceod aro^edbill, that lo the eye seemed int- 
passable. But tbe pedler was fiimiliar with every turn in their 
dilBcull route, knew where the ravines might be penetrated, or 
where tbe streams were fordable. In one or two instances, Henry 
thought that their further progress was absolutely at an end , but 
the Ingenuity, or knowledge, of bis guide conqnered every dilS- 
cully. After walking at a great rate for three hours , they suddenly 
divei^ed from tbe road , which iadioed to the east, and held their 
course directly across tbe hills, in a due south direction. This 
movement was made, the pedler Informed his companion, in 
order to avoid Ihe parties who constautly palfolled io the southern 
entrance of tbe hl^latids , as well as to shorlen the distance, by 
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uavelliag {n a straight line. After reachiag Ibe stunin]! of a hill, 
Uarve; seated himself bf the side of a little ran, and openii^ > 
woUel, that he had slungirhere his pack was commonlj suspended, 
he Invited bis comrade to partake of the coarse fare it contained. 
Uenrj bad kept pace with the pedler, more bj the eiciiement 
nalnral tohis situation, than bjr the equolitj of his pbysical powers. 
The idea of a lialt was unpleasant , so long as there Misted a pos- 
sibility of the horse getting below him , In time to Intercept Ibeir 
retreat Ihrou^ the neutral ground. He, therefore, stated his 
apprchensioDS to bis companion, aadui^dawlshto proceed. 

"Follow mf example, Captain 'Wbartoa," said tbe pedler, 
commencing his frugal meal; "If the horse hare started, it will 
be more than man can do to head Ibsin ; and if ibef have not, 
woA Is cut out for them , that will drive all thoughts of 70a and 
me from their brains." 

"Tou said yourself, that two boon' detention was all-Im- 
portant to ns, and If we loiter here, of what use will he tbe ad- 
vantage that we may have already ubtalnedT" 

"The lime Is passed, and Uajor Dunwoodie thioks little o{ 
following two men , when hundreds are waiting for him , on the 
banks of the river." 

"Listen!" interrapled Henry; "there are horse at this njo- 
mCDt passing the foot of the hill. I hear Ibem even laughing and 
talking to each other. Uist ! there is tbe voice ot Dunwoodie him- 
self; lie calls to bis comrade In a manner that shows but liule un- 
easiness. One would think that Ibe situation of his friend would 
lower his spirits; sorely Frances coold not have giicn him the 
letter." 

On hearing the first eiclamatlon of the Captain, Uirch arose 
from his seat, aod approached cautiously 10 the brow of the bill, 
taking care to keep bis bodyin the shadow ofthe rocks, so as to 
be unseen at any distance, and earnestly recoimoitred the group 
et passing horsemen. He continued listening, until their quick 
fbotsteps were no longer audible, and then quickly returned to 
his seat, and with Incomparable coolness resumed bis meal. 

"Voo hare a long walk, aud a tiresome one, before you, 
Caplain WbtrtoD; jod bad better du as 1 do — you were eager for 
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food B[ the hut aboie Fishkill , but tnveltiDg Menu to ban worn 
do WD your appeUie." 

"1 tbuujchi myself safe ifacn, bul tbeiafomiMioaofinjsisler 
filli uie with uueasiDess, and I csddoI eat." 

"YoQ have less reasou to be Irotihled now than at auj time 
since Ibe night before you was laken , when you refused uit advice, 
and au olTer to see you in safely," retamed thepedlcr. "Major 
l>unwoodic Is not a nian to laugh and be gay, when his friend is in 
dimculiy. Cume , then , and eal , for no horse will t>e iu our way, if 
wo can hold our legs for four hours longer, and the sun keeps 
hehiud (he hills as long as common." 

There was a composure in the pedlcr's mauner thai encouraged 
his companion; and having once dcierraincd to submit to Harvey*) 
govertiineut , he sulTcrcd himself to be persuaded luto a tolerable 
supper, if quanlily be considered without any reference tu the 
quality. After completing tbcir repast, the pedler resumed his 
journey. 

Henry followed in blind submission to his will. For two hours 
more they struggled with the difOcuil and dauf^rous passes of the 
Highlands , without road, or any other guide than the moon , which 
was travelling the heavens, now wading through flying clouds, and 
now shining brightly. At length they arrived at a point where the 
mounlaius sank into rough and unequal hillocks, and passed at 
once from the barren sterility of the precipices, to the Imperfect 
culture of the nenlral grouud. 

The pedler now became more gnardcd in the manner in which 
they proceeded, and look divers precautions to prevent meeting 
any moving parlies of the Americans. With the stationary posts 
he was too familiar to render it probable be might fall upon any of 
them unawares. He^roundamongthehlllsanil vales, nowkeep- 
ing the highways and now avoiding them, with a precisian that 
seemed insliactive. There was nothing elallle In his tread , but he 
glided over the ground with enormous strides, and a body bent 
forward, without appearing to use exertion, or know weoriness. 

The moon had set, andafaintstreakof light was beginning to 
show iteclf In the east. Captain Wharton ventured to express a 
sense of fatigue, and to eniiulre if they were not yet arrived at a 
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pirl ur ihe couDlrjr , vhere it might bo safe to applji at soiue of tlie 
iaFm-houses for admissiOD. 

"See iiere," Baid tlie pedler, pointiag to a hill, tt ■ short 
distnnee Id their rear; " do jou not see a disd waHiiog oa the Jioint 
oflhalrock? Turn, soas tobriog thedaylJglilin the range — uov, 
see, be moves, sod seems to be looking earnestly at somelhiug to 
thecastwatd. Thatis arofal scaliael; two hundred of the rig'Iar 
troops lie on that hill, no doubt sleeping on their arms." 

"Tlieii," cried Hcary, "let us join tbem, and out daogcr ji 

"Sodlj, Eonir, Cnpiain Wharton," said the pedler, driif, 
"you're once been in tlie midst oF three hundred of tbem, but 
there was a man who could take you ont; see you not yon dark 
body, OD the side of lliB opposite hill, justabovelbecarQ'StatksT 
There are ibe — the rebels (since that is the word for us loyal 
subjects) , wailJag only for day , to see who will be master of the 
ground." 

"Nay, then I'eiclalmed the liery youth, "I will join the troops 
o^n1y prince, and share (heir fortunes, belt good or be it bad." 

"You forget Ifaat you fight wilbaholter round yourneck; no, 
no — I hsTB promised one whom I must not disappoint, to carry > 
you safe in; and unless yon forget wbatlhave already done, and 
what I have risked for you , Captain Wliarlon , Jou will tuni and 
follow me to Uariaem." 

To this appeal the youOi felt nnwiUingly obliged to submit; 
and they continued their course towards Ihe city. It was not long 
before tbe; gained the banks oF the Hudson. Aftersearchingfora 
shorttime under tbe shore, Ihe pedler discovered a skilT, that ap- 
peared to be sn old acquaintance ; and entering it with bis com- 
panion, he landed him on tbe south side of the Croton. Here Birch 
declared they were in safety; for the royal troops lield the conti- 
nentalH albay, andlhefonneTwereouIin too great strength, for 
Ihe light parlies of Ihe latter to trust themselves below that river. 
Ml the inunediale banks of tlie lludson. 

Throughout the whole of this arduous Oi^t, the pedler had 
mauifested a coolness and presence of mind thatnolbing appeared 
lodlsturb. All bis facullies seemed to be of more Ihauusualpcr- 
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him. Heary had followed him like a child in lead iiig- strings, 
BDd he nov reaped bis reward, aa he feUaboimdoriiieaBurcat 
liis heart, oa beariog that he vas relieved from apprebeusiOD , and 
penniUed to banish ever; doubt of security. 

A steep and laborious ascent brought thero from the level of 
the tide- waters to the high lands , that form. In this part of the 
river, the eastern banlis of the Hudson. Keliring a little from the 
highwaj, under the shelterofalhickel of cedars, the pedler threw 
bis form on a flat rock, and announced to his companion, that 
the hour for rest and refreshment was at length arrived. Ihe day 
was now opened, and objects could be seen in Ihe distance, with 
disiJnciDess. Sencath them lay the Hudson, stretching to the 
south in a straight line, as far as the eye could reach. To Ihe 
north , the broken fragments of the Highlands threw upwards their 
lofty heads, above masses of fog that hung over the water, and 
by which the course of the river could be traced into the bosom of 
bills, whoseccnicalsnnunils weregroupinglogetber, onebehind 
another, in that disorder wMcb might be supposed to have suc- 
ceeded their gigantic, bntfrullless, efforts to stop iJie progress of 
the flood. Emerging from these confused piles, the river, as if 
lejoicing at its release from the struggle , expanded into a wide 
bay, which was ornamented by a few fertile and low points that 
jntied humbly Into its broad basin. On the opposite, or western 
shore, therocksof Jersey were gathered into an array that hu ob- 
tained for them the pame of the "palisadoes," elevating them- 
selves fur many hundred feet, as if to protect the rich country Id 
Ihelrrearfrom the inroads of the conqueror; but, disdaining such 
an enemy, the river swept proudly by their feet, and held Its an- 
deviating way to the ocean. A ray of the risingsundartednpoD 
the slight cloud that hung over the placid river, (nd at once the 
whole scene nas in motion, changing and assuming new forms, 
and eihibiting frcsit objects Id each successive moment. At the 
daily rising of this great curtain of nature, at the present time, 
scores of while sails and sluggish vessels are seen thickening 
on the water, with that air of life which denotes the neighbour- 
hood to the metropolis of a great end flourishing empire; but !« 
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Btiii7 ud the pedler it dlBpUied onlr the sqciro prds and loflj 
misti of • tessd of«», riding ■f««mflesbelovtlieni. Before 
the fog had begun to more , the toll span were Men aboTs It, and 
fmn MM of them a long pendanl was feebly borne abrotd in the 
carreotofnl^ldr, that atinqufrcred along Ibe riror; balasihe 
cnioke arose , the black hull , tbe crowded and eompHcated mass 
ofilgging, and the bearjfards and booms, apraadlDg their arms 
ahr, were sueceasiTel} brought iDto Tlew. 

"There, Captain Wharton," said thepedlei, "thetelsBBaT* 
reating- place for jon ; America has do arm that can reach jon , ir\ 
joa gain (he deck of that ship. She Is sent np to corer the for^rs, 
and sapport the troops ; the ilg'Ur officers are fond of the sound 
of canDon from their shipping." 

Without condeseendlog (o replf lo (he saretsm conreyed fn . 
tbtsspeech, orperhapa ootnoUdnglt, Henrjjojtkillf aeqaleaced / 
Id the proposal , and It was eccordiiiglT arranged between them, 
that, as soon as they were refreshed , he should codeavoor lo gel 
OB hoard the vessel. 

WhOe bnsilf occnpied in tbe Teiy Indispensable operation of 
breaking their iiut, our adT»lnrers were startled with 0ie sound 
of distant flre-anns. At Srst a few seiUering Aott were fired, 
which were succeeded hy a long and animated roll of mnsketiy, 
and then quid and hsavy volleys followed eaeh other, 

"Tonr propbecy Is made good," cried the EDgUih officer, 
springli^ npon his fiMt. "Our troops and the rebels are at It; — 
1 wonld give lii nsaths' pay to see the charge." 

"Omphl" rehimed his emnpanlon, wlthont ceasing hta meal; 
" Ibey do very vrii to hwk at Crom a distance : I can't say bnt the 
company of (his bacon, cold as it is. Is more to my taste, jnst 
now, dunahotfirefromtheeoDlinenlals." 

"The diseha^es are heavy for so small a force; but the fire 
seems irregnlar." 

"The scattering gnos are flvm theConneclleatmlHtia,'* stld 
Barrey, raising hb head to listen; " the j rattle it off Bnehr, ind 
are no tbds at anurk. The volleys aretheriglars, who, yon 
know, flrebyword — asiongosthejcan." 
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"I UbenotUicwamitliotwIulrou call s scattailiig On," tir- 
claimed the Captnio, movliig abont wilh uDBBsineu ; "ttUiD(w« 
like tbe toll ofadruDi, than the BhootiDgof BkirmUhcTB." 

" No, no ; 1 said doI skriromagen," raEurned Ihe other, raiBiag 
biiiisei[upoDakaee, and etauug Ui eat ; " bo long aa Utej Btand, 
the; are too good for llie best troops in Uie rofal army. Eceb man 
does hit work , aslf Ggbtingbj thejob; and ilian thejr ihioit while 
Ihef fight, and don't send bullet* among the clouds, that vera 
meant to kill men npon earth." 

"Ton talk and look, Sfr, asifjou wished them Buccess," said 
Henrj, EternI;, 

"I wiBh success to the good cause onlf, Captain Wharton. I 
Ihouf^t jou kaev me loo well , to be nncertaio which partj I la- 
»oured." 

"OhI 7011 are reputed lojil, Hr.Birch; but the toUgjb bare 
coaMdl" 

Both now listened intentlj, for a liule while, during which ths 
irregalar reports became less brisk , and saddenlj bear; and r»< 
peated Tollejs followed. 

"Tbej'Tebeenat thehajonet," saidlhepedler; "therig'lars 
hare tried the bayonet, sod the rebels are driven." 

"A} ! Hr.Birch, the hajonet Is the thing for theBriUah soldier, 
afleralU Ihejdeligfattn thebajonetl" 

"Well, to my notion," said the pedler, " there's bntlitWe de- 
list to be taken in anj such fesrftil weapon. I dare ea; the mlUtia 
are of mj mind, forhalf of Ihem don't carr; the nglj' things. Lord! 
Lord! Captain, I wish joa'd go With me once into the rebel camp, 
and hear what lies the mm wUI tell about Bunker Hill and 
Burg'jne : you'd think they loved the bayonet as mnch u they da 
their dinners." 

Ihere was ■ chuckle, and an air of affected Innocency about hi> 
companltni , that rather annojred Henry , and he did not deign to 
reply. 

Hie firing now bacame desultory, occasionally iutenningled 
withbearyTolleys. Both of the fugitlres were standing, listening 
with much anxiety, whenamin, armed with smasket, wiasseen 
iteming towards ^em, under the shelter of the cedar bushos, that. 
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partltDj eorered tin bill. Heorf first obtened llilt BUipfdourij 
looUag sinngar , nd insUiill; painted him oat U> bl> compuloii. 
Birch started, anil cwtalnly made an iadicadoD of sadden flli^t; 
but recollecting ttimself, he stood, in sullen silence , nnlil the 
stnoger vu wilhin a fev jards of them. 

"T is friends," said the fellow, ciubbiag his gan, but ap- 
parently afraid to Tenlare nearer. 

"Tou had betUr retire," said Birch, "here ore ilglars at 
faacd; weareDotnearDmnroodle's hone now, and joa will not 
iind me an easj priie la-^y," 

"Damn Major Dunwoodie and his horse," cried the leader of 
the skinners (for it was he); "God bless king Gcorgel and a 
speedy end to the rebeliion, say I. iryouwonldshovmc the safe 
wayialo therefagees, Hr. Birch, I'll pay yon well, and ever after 
stand yonr friend , in the bargain." 

"The road is as apeo to yon as tome," said Birch, turning 
n-oualiim in ill-concealed (Usgust; "if yon want to find Ui« refo- 
gees, yonknowwell where they lay." 

"Ay, but fm a little doubifulot going in upon them by myself; 
now, you are welt known to them all , and It will be no detrimeat 
loyoujust loletmegoin withyou." 

Henry ImtcrfeKd , and after holding a short dialogue with the 
fellow, be entered into a compact with bint, that on condition of 
surrendering bis aims, he might join the party. The man com- 
plied iuslantly, andBirch received bis gun with eagerness, nor did 
be lay il upon bis shoulder to renew their march , before he bad 
carefully eumioed the primiDg, and ascertained, to his satisfafr- 
tioD, that It eonlaioed a good dry ball-cartridge. 

As soon as this engagement was completed, tfaey commenced 
tbeirjouroeyaDew. Ry faliowlDg thebanltoftbertver, Birchled 
the way free from obserration, nnUI Ihey reached the point opposite 
to the frigate, when, by making a signal, a boat was induced to ap- 
proach. ' Some time was spent , and much precaulioa used, be- 
fore the seamen would Imsl ihemseina ashMw ; but Henry baring 
Gnally sneceeded In maUng the oQcer who commanded the party 
credit his assertiom, he was able (o rejoin his companions fn arms 

u,„„„^„.„Coj.>^lc 



in 

kittttlj. Before Uking leave of Btrch, the Captain handed him 
his pnrae , which wu tolereblj well sapplied for Uw Ifinei ; Uw 
pedler reeeired it, md ntchiDg an oppartaniij, be convened it, 
nniioticed bj the akiimeT, to a part of bis dress that was inge- 
nionsli eoDlriTcd to hold such li«astires. 

The boat polled from the shore, and Birch turned od bis heel, 
drawing his breath lilie ddo relieved , and shot op the hilb with ihe 
strides for vhich he was famous. The skinner followed, and eacli 
party pnrsaed the common coarse, casting trequeot and suspicions 
fiances at the other, and both maintaining a most impenetrable 

Waggons were moring along the river road, and OMislonal 
paniesof horse were seen escorting the fruits of the inroad towards 
the city. As the pedler had news of his own , he rather avoided 
falling in with inj oF tbese patrols , than sought their protection. 
Bnt, otter travelling a few miles on the immediate banks of the 
river, daring which, notwithstanding the repeated eHorts of the 
skinner to establish something like sociability, he maintained a 
most determined sileoce, keeping a Una hold of the gun, and 
■lwaT> maialaining a jealons watchftihiess of his associate, the 
pedler suddenly struck Into the highway, with an Intention of cross- 
ing the hills towards Uariaem, At the moment ke gained the 
path, a body of horse came over a little eminence, and was open 
him before he perceived them. It was too late to retreat, and after 
taking a view of the materials dial composed this party , Birch le- 
joieed In the rencontre, as a probable means of reherii^hbn from 
his nnweleome emnpanlan. Ihere were some righteea or twenty 
men, moaoted and eqalpped as dragoons, thoagfa neither their 
appearance nor manners denoted mnch disdpline. At their head 
rode a heavy, mlddle^^^d man, whose features eipreased as much 
efsDlmalcoarage, and as little of reason, as eoald be desired for 
such an oeenpalioo. He wore the dress of an otQcer, but thwe 
was none of that neatness In his attire, nor grace In hte movemeats, 
that was usually fonnd about the gentlemen who bore the royal 
commission. His Ibnbs were firm , and not pliable, and he sat 
his horse with strength and confidence , bnthisbridlehand would 
have been ridiculed bv die meanest rider amongst the ^rgioians, 
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is be eipMted , this leider IniUnUf balled Iba pedler. Id a voice 
b} no muiia mote conelUitlDg Uun bii sppearance. 

*'BejI mrgeallenien, irtilchwijsofast?" hecrted. "Hu 
Wasbington sent jou dowD u spiest" 

"lamanimiaeeiitpedler," retnniedHarTej, meeklj, "and 
am going below, to h; in a trtsb stock of goods." 

"And bov do ;ou expect to ggt below , my iDDoceot pedlerT 
Do ;on ibink we bold the forta at Klagsbri^e to cover such ped- 
dling rascals as jou. In four goings in, and comings ont?" 

"IbelieTe I hold a pass that will carry me ibrougfa," uidihe 
pedler, handing him a paper, wi^analrofgreat Indifference. 

The officer, for such be woa , read it, and cast a look of sni^ 
prise and eorloailj at Hairef , iriien be bad done. 

Then tnrnlDg to one or two of bis men, who had offlclooslj 
■topped the way, he cried — 

" Why do yon detain the maat giveway, and let blm pass in 
peace : bnt who bare we here? jom' name is not mentioned In the 

'•No, Sir," said the skinner, IHUng Us hat with hamUlty; "I 
hare been a poor deluded man , who has been serving In the rebel 
army; but, thank God, Tve lived to see the error of my ways, and 
am now eome to make reparation , by enlisting under the Lord's 
anointed." 

"Umpht adesener — askloner, rU swear, wanting to turn 
cowboy] In the last brush I hid with the aconndiels, I could 
hardly tell my own men ^m the enemy. We are not over well 
supplied with coats, and as for comitensncea, the rascals change 
sides BO often , thai you may as well count their fkees for DOlUngt 
bat Inv^ on, we will contrive to make use of you sooner or 
later." 

UngradoD* as was this reception, if yea could judge of the 
skinner's feelings from hia maoper, it nevertheleas delighted him. 
Be moved with alacrity towards the dty, and really was so happy 
to escape the bralal looks and frightful manner of his Interrogator, 
as to lose sight of ail other considerations. But the man wbo per- 
formed the hiQcUona of orderly in the Irregular troop , rode np to 
the side of bis commander, and commenced a close and apparently 
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■ confidenOtt ^modim wtlh bb prlntipal. Thef spoke in vhb- 
pen, and cut tkreqnent ind searching (^cn at the skiiuier, tmtil 
the fellow began to think himseir an object of more than commOD 
ellentlon. His BaUsfaction at Ibis distiacUon was Bomewhat 
bd^teoed, at obaening a smile ou the face of ilie Captain, wblcfa, 
slthaa^ It might be thought grim, certaialydeDOled satisfaction. 
This panlominie occupied the Ume tfaej were passing a hollow, 
and eondaded as tliej rose anoUieT hill. Here the Captain and 
bis Serjeant both dismounted, and ordered the partjlo halt. Tbe 
two partisans each took a pistol fhtm liis hoUter, a moTemeni 
iliat eiciled no luspicioD or alarm , as it was a precaution alwap 
ebserred, and beckoned to the p«dler and the skinnecto fallow. 
A short walk brought tliem to a spot where the hill orerhung the 
river, the ground falling nearly perpendieularl; to the shore. On 
the brow of the eminence stood a deserted and dilapidated barn. 
Many boardi of its corering were torn from their places, and Us 
wide doors were Ijing , the one in front of the building , and the 
other half waf down the precipiee, irtiiiher the wind bad cast it. 
Entering this desolate spot, the refugee officer verj coolljlook 
from Ills pocket a short pipe , which, f^m long use had acquired 
not onl; the hue bat the gloss of ebonj, a tobacco-box, and a 
small roll of leather that contained steel, flint and tinder. With 
Ibis apparatus, be soon furnished his mouth with a companion, 
that habit had long rendered necessary to reflection. Bo soon aa 
a laige column of smoke arose from this arrangement, ^e Captain 
signlQcantl; held forth a baud towards his assistant, k small 
cord wai produced (^om the pocket of the Bergeanl, and handed 
to the other. The refugee titrew out vast puSs of smoke, tinlil 
nearly all of bis head was obscnred, and looked round the bnQding 
with an Inquisitive eye. At length he remoTed the pipe , and In- 
haling a drau^l of pure air, returned it to its domicile, and pro- 
ceeded at once to business, k beayy piece of limber lay across 
the girths of the bain , but a little way from the southern door, 
which opened directly upon a ftill view of the river, as it stretched 
fir away towards the hay of New York. Over this beam the re- 
fugee threw one end of the rope, and, regaining It, joined tbe 
two parts in his hand. A. small and weak barrel, that iranled • 
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head, tlie ttsns of which wereloMe, and ■( one end BUndEug 
apart, vaa leftonthefloor, piobablyas useless. The sergeiat. 
Id obedienM to a locric from his officer, placed it beneath the beam. 
Al! ibese arraDgemenla vere made irlUi Immoveable composure, 
and diey now teemed completed to the officer's petfecl satisfaction. 

"Come," he said coolif to the sklDner, who, admiring ih« 
preparations , had stood a silent speclalor of their progress. Ue 
obeyed; and It was not until li«foand his neekeloth lemoYcd, and 
hat thrown aside, Uiat he toolt the alarm. But be had so often 
resorted to a similar eipedlent to extort information, erplnuder, 
that he by no meaiu felt the terror an onpractised man wonid liave 
saffered at these omlnana morementa. llis rope was adjusted to 
his neck with the same coolness that formed the eharacierisUc of 
the whole movement, and a fragment of board behig laid npon the 
barrel , he was ordered to monnt. 

"But It may fall," said the sltinner, for the first time begin- 
ning to tremble. '*I will tell yon anything — ereo how to enrprlse 
our party at the Pond, wilhoat all this trouble, and It is commanded 
by my own brother." 

"I want no informathin ," rttnmed his eisentloner (for such 
be now really seemed to be), (browing the rope repeatedly over 
the beam, first drawing it ti^t so as to annoy the skinner a little, 
and then casting the end from him, beyond the reach of any one. 

"This is joking too far," cried the ^nner, in a tone of re- 
moDslrance, and raising himself mi his toes with (he rain hope 
of releasing himself from the cord, b; sllpplaghis head throagh 
the noose. But the eantlon and eiperlence i4 the reftigee officer 
had guarded against this escape. 

"What have yon done with the horse you stole from me, 
rascalT" muttered Uie officer of the Cow-boys, throwing out co- 
lumns of smoke while he wailed for a reply. 

"Be broke down In the chase," repUed the skinner qnlckly; 
"but I can tell yot) where one Is to be fbnnd that is worth him and 

" Liar ! I will help myself when I am in need { yon had better 
call upon your God for old, sa your honr Is short." On conclndlog 
this consoling advice . he struck tha barrel a violent blow with Ua 
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huvybot, indlheikoder ataTWtlewliienrjdireetloii, leivfng! 
Ifae sUniier whirling Id the ilr. Ai hi* bends wen niHoafioed, 
he threw ihem upwirdi , and held himMlf nup«id<d bj main 

•UQlgtfa. 

"Come, Captain," he>aid,eoailngl]r, alittiehusldmneteep- 
ii^ into his voice , and his luiees beginning to aiaike with Iremor, 
"end the joke; 'tis enough to make a langh, and mj urns iMgio 
to tire — I un't hold on mach longer." 

"Harfcee, Ur.Pedler," saidthere(hgee,inaToicetlulwould 
not be denied , " I want not ^ our eompan;. Throng that door lies 
fonrroad — nurcht oBerto touch l^t dog, and joa'U awtng in 
his place , thoogh twenty Sir Henries wanted Tonr service*." So 
sajlng, he retired to the road with the Bergeoot, as (be pedler 
predpltalel; retreated down the bank. 

Birch went no farther than a bnsh that opportunel; offered 
itself u a skreeoln bis person, while he fielded to an nucooquei^ 
able desire to wttnesa the (enninalion of tUi eitnordinarj scene. 

Left alone, the skinner began to throwfbaifnlgiances around, 
to espy the hiding-places of his lonneDtors. For the firat time the 
hoirid idea seemed to shoot throng his bndn that sometUng 
serious was intended hj the Cow-bo;. He called entreatlngl]' to 
be rrieased, and made rapid and incoherent promises of important 
information, mingled with aETecled pieaeantrr at thetr conceit, 
^ch he would bardif admit to himself contd mean anythii^ so 
dreadM as It seemed. Bnt as be heard the tread of the horses 
moling on their course , andln valnlookedaronndforhnmsnaid, 
Tiolent trembling seUed his Umbs , and his eyes began to start thim 
hig head with terror. He made a desperate effort to reach the 
beam; bat, too much exhausted with his previous exutlons , he 
eaugbtthe rope inhis teeth, in a vain effort Ic sever the cord, and 
fell ts the whole length of bis arms. Here his cries were tamed 
bito shrieks — 

"Belp! cntlheiopel Csplaln! — Birch! good pedler! Down 
witbtheCongressI — Sei^eantl — for God's salie, help! Hurrak 
for the king 1 — Oh God I oh God ! — mercy — merey — mercy." 

As his voice became enppressed, one of his hands endeavmired 
to make Its wake between the rope and his neck, and partially 
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■Bceeedsd, but Ike olte Ml qqlreriDg b; bis side. A. eon- 
nlalTe ehuddering passed over bis iriiole Inoie, and he hung ■ 
hideous corse. 

Birch coDUnued gazlDg on tUs scene vlth aUnd of iufshutjoii. 
At lu close he placed his hands to his eara, sDdnisbedtoirards 
the tiighwi}. Still the cries for mercj rang through his brain , and 
It was man; weeks before liis memor; ceased to dwell on the 
horrid CTeDt. Ihe Cow-bo js rode steadily od tlielr route, as if 
nothing had oecarred; and Ihe body was left swinging in the wind, 
until cbsnce directed tht footsteps of some straggler to the place. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



Whiui the Bcenes and efents that we hare recorded were oc- 
earring. Captain Lswton led Ills small party, by slow and wary 
marches, from the Four Comera to the fhml of a body of the 
enemy; where he so eoccessfuliy mannuvred , for a short time , as 
completely to elude all iheir efforts to entrap liim , and yet so dis- 
gnised his own force as lo eidte the constant apprehetuloD of an 
attack from the Amerlcaoi. This forbearing policy, on the side of 
the partisan, was owing lo positive orders received ft'om his com- 
mander. When Dun woodie left his detacbmeot, the enemy wen 
known to be slowly advancing, and he directed La wlon (o hover 
around them , until his own return , and the arrival of a body of 
foot , mig^t enable him lo intercept their retreat. 

The trooper dischai^d his duty lo the letter, but with no lillle 
of the impatience that made part of his character when restrained 
from the attack. 

Dnrlug these movements , Betty Flanagan guided her little cart 
withindefaUgsbleiealamoi^ the rocks ofWest Chester, nowdls- 
eossingwith (he seigeant the natnre of evil spirits, andnoweom- 
bating with the snrgeon sundry poials of practice that wne houriy 
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uidof between Ihem. But themomeHtatleagttiaRimdftatwH 
la decide the lempourj muKr; of the Beld. A. dettchmeat of tfae 
eastern militia mored ont from their ftitDesees , aod approached 
the eaeni;. 

The joncliOD between Liwton and his aaiillaries was made at 
midnight, and an Immediate eonsnltation was held between him 
and At leader of the foot soldiers. After liatening to the state- 
ments of the partisan, who rather despised the prowess of his 
enemj, the commandant of the party determined to attack the 
British, the moment dajligfat enabled him to reconnoitre Ihelrpo^ 
sitiDn, without waiting for the aid of Dunwoodie and his horse. 
Sosoonas this decision was made, Lawton retired from the build- 
lag where the eansultatlon was held, and rejoined his own small 
command. 

The few troopers who were with the Captain had fastened their 
horses in a spot adjacent toaliaj-etack, andlaid their own frames 
Dnder Its shelter, to catch a few hours' sleep. BulDr. Sltgreaves, 
Sergeant Hollister, snd Betty Flanagan were congregated at a 
short distance by tbemselTCS, having spread a few blankets upon 
the dry surface of a rock. Lawton threw his huge frame by the side 
of the surgeon, and folding bis cloak about him, leaned his head 
Dpon one haod, and appeared deeply engaged in contemplaUng 
the moon as It waded through the heaTens. The sergeant was 
silling upright, la respecirol deference lo the snrgeon, and the 
washerwomao was now raising her head, in order to vindicate 
someofherfavourilemaiims, aDdnoweomposingitononeofher 
gin-casks, In a vain eOort [o sleep. 

"So, sergeant," continued Sitpeaves, fbllowing np a pte- 
rloos position , "If you cut upwards, theblow, by losing the ad- 
ditional momentum of your weight, will be less destructlTe , and 
at the same time effect the true purposes of war, that of dli^lii^ 
your euemy." 

"Pooh! pooh! sargeantdear," said the washerwoman , rat- 
sing her bead from thebjankel; "where's the harmoftakingaUfe, 
jlstia the wayofbattleT Is it Iherig'larswhott showfiiYour, and 
they fighUng? Ask Captsia Jack there, if the conntiy conld get 
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tbe liberty , and the bop no strike Uidr m^t. I wooldn'l have 
ibem disparage the whisk; so much." 

" It U not to be expected that an igDOiant female like yonnelt, 
Mn. Flanapn ," ratomed the stugeoD , vith a ealmnesB that onlj 
rendered bis conUmpt mote atiogjng to Betty, "can comprehend 
the disUnctlona of surgical science; neither ere yon accomplished 
in the sward eierclse; so that dissertations npan the Judidans 
use of that weapon conld avail yon nothing, either in ihoory or In 
practice." 

"It's bnt little I care, any way, for sncb botherments; bat ~^ 
lighting is no play, and s body ehonldn't be parUclar how they t' ^.( 
strike, orwhoUieyhil, so it's Uie inimy." \ ^, 

"Are we likely to have a warm day, Captain LawtonT" 'v. 

"Tismorethan probable," replied the trooper; "these mi- 
lltia seldom fail of making ■ bloody field , either by their cowardice 
or their ignorance. And the real soldier is made to snflkr for their 
bad condacu" 

"ArejoniU, John?" said the snrgeoo , passing his hand 
along the arm of the Captain , nnti] it Instinetirely settled on his 
poise; bnt the steady, even heat annoonced neither bodily noi 
mental malady. 

"Sick at heart, Archibald, atlhefolly ofonr miers, in belie- 
ring that battles are to be fought , and victories won, byfellows 
who handle amnsketas they woold a flail; lads who wink when 
they pull a trigger, and form a line like a baop-pole. The de- 
pendence we place on these men spills the best blood of the 

The snigeon listened with amazement. It was not the matter 
but the manner that surprised him. Ilie trooper had uniformly 
eihibited on ihe eve of battle an animation and an e^emess to en- 
gage , that was directly at Tariaoce with the admirable coolness of 
his manner at other limes. Bnt now there was a despondency In 
the tones of his voice, and a listlessness In his air, that was entirely 
dilfereoi. The operator hesitated a moment, to reflect In what 
manner ho could render this change of service In farthering his (•• 
Tonrite system available, and dien continued — 
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"Itiranldbewise, JahD, to 4dvfMlli«OiI<HieltokNpa(Iong 
■bot; aapenlballwilliliuble— " 

"Hal" eidaimed the trooper impatientlj; "Id the rascals 
Binge tiirir vfafskera ■! the mmxles of tb« British muskets , if they 
UD be driven there: bat enough of them. Archibald, do jou 
deem that mooD to be a worid like this , couUiniDg creatures like 
DuiieWet?" 

" Nothiog more probable , dearJobn; we knowitssiie, and, 
leaBODJDg tromaDalogf , mayeasilj MDJecinreiisttse. Whether 
or not Its lahabituitB have attained to that perfection 1q the scien- 
ces wbieh we have acquired , mnst depend greatlj on the slaU of 
its loeiety, aad In some measure npon its physical influences." 

"I care nothing about their learning, Archibald; bat 'tis a 
wondarflil power that can create such wotids , and control ihem in 
their wandaringa. I know not why, hut there Is a feeling of me- 
Uncholj eiclled wlltiin me aslgaieon that body of light, shaded 
as it Is hy your faocied se« and laud. It seems to be the reatii^ 
place of departed spirits 1 " 

"lake a drop, darling," said Betty, raising her bead once 
more and proffering her own bottle ; "*t is the night damp that 
chills the blood — and then the talk with the enrsed militia is no 
good for a fiery temper; take a drop, dariiog, snd yee'i sleep 
'till the morning. I fed Roanoke myself, forlthoogfatyeemiglu 
need hard riding the morrow." 

" 'T is a ^oriOQs hearcu to look upon ," continued the trooper 
in the eame tone, disregarding the offer of Betty, "and 't Is a 
thousand pities that such worms as men should let Iheir vile pas- 
sions debce snch goodly work." 

"You speak the Imth , dear John; there is room for ill to 
live and enjoy themselves In peace , if each could be satisfied with 
his own. Still war has ib advantages; it parllcnlariy promotes 
theknowIedgeofsBtgerj; and — " ^ — '— 

"There' is ■ star," contianed Lawton, still bent on his own 

Ideas, "stru^ng lo ^tler ihroi^h a few driving clouds; pa- 
haps that too is a worid , and contains Its creatiiiee endowed with 
reason like ourselves; think yon, that Ihey know of war and 
UoodshedT" 
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"iri might be so bold," Mid S^gnnt BolUster, meehinf- 
ealiy itising his b*ad to his cap, '"t is mentloDcd In tlie good 
book, tliat the Lord mide the sun to Btind siUI vhiie Josima was 
elurgEng the enemy, in order, Sir, asIsnppoBe, that Ihey might 
luve dajllght to tnra their Hank, or perhaps make a feint la the 
rear, or some snch manceiiTre. How, IF the Lord wonld lend 
Ihem a hand , fighting cannot tie sinful. I have ollea been non- 
plashed , thoDgh , to find that (hef nsed Ihem chariots instead of 
heavj dragoons , who are , In all compaiisoD , better to break a 
liDeofinTantt?, and who, fbrlhe matter of thai, conld tarn anch 
vheel carriages, and gelling in the rear, pis; the TerjdeTll with 
them, horse and all." 

"Itbb«e«iiBe jon donotonderstand theeonstrnctionofthose 
ancient Tehicles, Sei^eant HoUIsler, thai jon jndge of them eo 
erroneonslf ," said the aargeon. "Thej vere armed wlthsliatp 
weapons that protmded ^m thidr wheels , and which broke np 
thecolnmnsoffool, like dismembered partides of matter. Idoal>t 
not, if similBT Instramenls were affiled to the cart of Urs. Flana- 
gan, that great confusion might be carried Into the ranks of tbt 
enemj thereby , this very day." 

"Ii's bat liille that the mare wonld go, and Ilia rig^ara tiriDg 
aiher," gnunbled Betty , from nnder her blaokel; "whenwegol 
the plonder, the time we drove tfaem throogh the Jarseysitvaa, 
I had to tuck the baste np to the dead ; for the divll the foot wonld 
she more, foreneni the tiring, widher eyes open. Roanoke and 
Captain Jack are good enongh far the red coats, letting alonemyself 
and the mare." 

A. long roll of the dmms, from the biH oecnpied by the British, 
announced that theywere on thealert; and a corresponding sipal 
was Immedialely heard from the Americans. The bogle of the Vir- 
ginians struck np its martial tones : and In a few moments both the 
bills , the one held by the royal troops , and the other by their etH 
emles, were alive with armed men, Dayhadbegnnlodawn, and 
preparations were malcing by both parlies , to glte and lo recelTS 
Ibe attack. In numbers Ihe Americans had greatly the adTantage ; 
bnt in discipline and •quipments, the superiority was entirely 
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The ground did not admit of the moYemcDtB of hone; and the 
011I7 dntj that eonld be assigiiBd to the dragoons wis (o watch the 
moment of Tictorj, and endeavour to improve the succesa to the 
nlmosl. Lawtonaoongot his warriors into the saddle; andleaTing 
them to the charge of Uolliater, be rode himself along the line 
of foot, who, in varied dresses, and imperfecil; armed, were 
farmed to a shape that in some degree resembled a martial arraj. 
Agcomfbl smile lowered about the lip ofthe trooper as he gaided 
HoaiuAe vlth a skilftil hand through the windings of IheiiranUs; 
and when the word was given to march, he turned the flank of the 
regiment, and followed close in thenar. The Americans had to 
descend into a Utile hollow, and rise a hill on Its opposite aide , to 
approach the enemj. 

Hie descent was made with tolerable steadiness, until near 
the foot of the hiil, when the royal troops advanced in a beantiful 
line, with Iheir flanks protected bj the formation of tiie ground. 
Tite appearance of the British drew a Srefh)m the militia, which 
was given with good effect, and for a moment staggered the re- 
gulars. But they were rallied bf their officers, and threw in volley 
after voUey with great steadiness. For a abort lime the fire was 
warm and destructive, until the English advanced with the bayonet. 
Tills assault the militia had not snfflcieat discipline to withstand. 
Their line wavered, then paused, and finally broke into companies 
and firagments of companies, keeping up at the same time a 
scattering a od desultory fire. 

Lawton witnessed these operations In aiience , nor did be open 
his month until the field was covered with parties of the flying 
Americans. Then, Indeed, he seemed stung with the disgrace 
IhoB heaped npon the arms of his conntry; spurring Boanoke 
along the side of the hiil, he called to the fugitives. In all Uie 
aljength of fafs powerftil voice. He pointed to Uie enemy, and 
Bsinred his countrymen that they had mislaken the way. Ihare 
was such a mixture of indifference and Irony In his exhortations, 
that a few paused in suipiise — men joined them , until roused 
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bf ilie eiamplt oT On iraoftt . voA Btiimilated b; their ovn spirit, 
ibej denwDded (o b« led agihist Quit foe odm more. 

"Come OD, tlKD, mr biave frieoda!" shoaled the Imoper, 
tnrntog Us hone's head lowtrds the BriUih line, one flank of 
vhich wosvetynear falm; "cone on, end hold your 6re udIM il 
will scorch their eje-brows," 

' The meD eprans forward, and followed hlseiimple, neitker 
giving Dor recefriDg a Ore uDtil ihej had come within a verr short 
distance of the enemj. Ad English sergeant , who had been con- 
cealed by a roefc , enraged with the andacity of (he officer wbo thns 
dared their aims, stepped frombeliiad his cover, and advaocing 
within a few janta of the trooper , leTelied bis mnsk et — 

"Fire, and yon dlel" cried Lnrloa, epairlDg hie charBer, 
whicfa leaped forward at that tnaunt. The actioa and the tnoe <tf 
his voice shook the oerves of the EnglishniiD, who drew bis trigger 
with an nncenalD aim. Boanobe sprang with all his feet bvn the 
earth, and, plunging, fell headlong and lifeless it the feet of hli 
destroyer. Lawton kept his feet, standing face to face with his 
enemy. The latter presented his bayonet, and made a desperate 
thmst et the trooper's heart. The steel of their weapons emitted 
sparks of Are , and the bayonet flew fifty feel in the air. A I the 
iMit moment lis oimer lay a quivering corpse. 

"Come on!" shanted the trooper, as a body of English ap- 
peared on the rock, and threw in I dose fire; "come on." he re- 
peated, and brandished bis sabre fiercely. TImu his gigantic form 
fell backward, tike 8 majestic pine yieidinelo the aie; bolsiill, 
as he slowly fell , he eontf nned to wield bis ubre , and once more 
the deep tones oi his Toico were heard uttering, "Comeonl" 

The adianeing Americans paused aghast, and tamlDg, they 
sbindoned the Bold to the royal troops. 

It was neither the inteDtloQ nor the policy of the English com- 
Bundertopnrsaehissaccess, for he well knew lliat strong parties 
of the Americaaswonld soon arrive,' accordingly, he only tarried 
(0 eollccl bis wonnded , and forming in a square, heeunmenced 
bis retreat towards lbs ihipidiig. Within twenty minnlea of the 
fall of Lawton , tke pomid «u deserted by both EneJisli ud 
Americans. 
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WbCD the InbiblUnbi of the conotrj wen eaOed npOD to Mtef 
the Beld , Ihef vere neecuaril; attoidMi bj (neh Bor^eal Khisen 
■9 wen (bmislMd bj the low stile of the profeuioD la the interior 
at that daj. Dr. Silgrenes enlertaiaed quite u prafoand ■ cod- 
tempt for the raediul alteDdauIs of the militia, u ilie Captain did 
of the troops themselves. He wandered, therefore, aioiuid the 
field , casting manj a glanee of dleappiobatlon at the slight opert- 
liODt that came under bis eye ; but when, araong the flying troop*, 
he found that his comrade and friend was nowhere to be seen , be 
hastened l>aek to the spot at which Holllster was pasted, loenqnira 
if the trooper bad retnmcd. Of conrse, the answer was In the 
negattre. Filledwithalbonsandnneisj CMijectnTU, thesntgeon 
withonl regarding, or indeed without at ill reHectii^ npcm anj 
dangers llkai might lie is his waj, strode orer the grannd at an 
enormous rale , to the point where he knew the final stnig^e had 
been. Once before, tbe sn^eon bad rescued bto fiiend from 
death in a similar tltnotion ; uid he felt * secret jo j in his own con- 
scions skill, as be perceiTedBettr Flanagan seated on tbe ground, 
holding In her lap the bead of a man whose sin and dress be knew 
could belong onlj to the trooper. As he approached the spot, tbe 
surgeon became alarmed at ^e aspect of the wisherwomsD. Her 
little black bonnet was thrown aside, and her hair, which was 
■Iread; Btreabed with grey , bung around her ftce in disorder. 

"John! dearJohnI" said the doctor, lendeHj, as be bent and 
Uid big hand npiHi Um senseless wrist of the trooper , fhtm which 
it recoiled with an IntnitiTe knowledge of bis hte; "John! dear 
Jobnl where are jou hurt! — eanlhelpfonf" 

"Vee talk to the senseless claj," saidBetty, rocking her body, 
and unconsclonsi]' placing with die raven ringlets of the tnxqier'B 
hair; "It's no more will he bear, and it's but liule will he mind 
jee'r probes and jee'r med'clnes. Och hone, och hone! — and 
where will be the liberty nowT or who will thera be to fij^t tha 
battle, or gain the day?" 

"lobnl" repeated the surgeon, sdll unwilling to belle*e the 
evidence ofhisnnening senses, "dearJohn, epeak to me; aaj 
what yon will, that you do but speak. (Hi, GodI he Is deadt 
would that I bad died with him ! " 
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■"nere Is but HUe use la ItTlag and figbling DOW ," said Bettf : 
"boIlihlmuidtiiebaBtel see, there U the poor cratar, and here 
Uthemaaterl Ihd the horse with m;own hands, the day ; and 
the Uit male that he ate vas of mj omi eookiDg. Oeh hone! 
och hooet — that Captain Jack shonld live to be UUed bj the 
riglarsl" 

"Jobnl m} dear JohnI" said the snrgean, vilh convnlslTe 
sobs , " thy honr has come , and nuaj a more prndent man anr- 
litesthee; bnl none better, nor braTCr. Oh! John, tbon vert 
la me a kind Mend, and Ter; dear; It Is onphilosophfcal to grieve ; 
bntforthee, John, Imnstveep, eren In bitterness of heartl" 

The doctor bnrled his (aet la his bands, and for seferal ml- 
nntes sat yielding to an nngovernable barat of sorrov ; vbUe the 
va^enroman gare Tcnt to her gri«f in ivords ; moving her body in 
a kind of writhing, and playing with different parts of her fa- 
Tonrite's dress with her lingers. 

"And wholi tbpre be to Incoarage Ibe hoys nowT" she said t 
"Oht CaptalnJackl Captain Jack! yee was the sowlofthe troop, 
and It was bnt little we know'd of the danger, and yee flghtlng. 
Oeb I ba was ao maly moath'd tlut quarrelled wid a widowed wo- 
man for die matter of a bnrn in Ibe male, or the want of a break- 
fast. Taste a drop, darling, and II may be, 'Iwfll rerlre yee. 
Och! and he'SnlTlrtaate agin; bere'a the doctor, honey, blmyee 
used to blarney wid, wapelag as if the poor sowl would die for 
yee. Oehl he's gone, he's gone, andthelihertytsgonewidhim." 

A tbnndering sound of horses' feet came rolling along the road 
which tad near Ihe place where Lawton lay , and directly the whole 
body of ^rgiuiaos appeared, withDnnwoodleat Ibelr head. The 
news of the Captain's fate bad reached him; for the lostantlhathe 
sew the body he halted iho squadron, and dismoanting approached 
ihespol. The couatenance of Lawton was not in the least distorted, 
bat Ihe angry frown which bad lowered over his brow during 
Ibe battle was Bied eren In death. His fhime was composed , and 
fa) sleep. Dnnwoodie took bold of bis hand, and gaied a moment 
inalleiMie; his own darii eye kindled, and the paleness which bad 
oTcnpread Us fbatures was sncceeded by a spot of deep red In 
^therdwek. 
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"Willi his owoEvordiriU I Bnoge Uml" iie cried, eodea- 
TODiing to take the we^oo froni the huid of Lawlon; but the 
graip resisted his utmost strai^lh. ■* It shall be bailed with him : 
SltfreaTW , take care oF our Mend , wtiile 1 lerenge Us death." 

The Major baBienedhick to his charger, and led the waj in 
pnrsuitof the eaem;. 

While DoDwoodle had been thns eogtgcd , the bodf of Lawton 
1*7 ia open tiew to the vhole sqaadran. He was a uniTenal 
favonrile, and the sight {uflamed the men to the utmost; nelthei 
otQcen nor soldiers possessed that cooioess which la necesaar; to 
ensure success in mUiiarj operaiioos; bat thej sparred ardently 
after their enemies , burDiog with a wish for TeDgeaace. 

The English were tUrmed in a hollow sqnare, which coi^< 
lained their wounded , who were f^r from numerous , and were 
mardiing sieadilj aeross a yerj uneven connirr as the dragoons 
approached. The horse charged Id colnmn , sod were led by 
Dunwoodle, who, burning with revenge, thou^ to ride throng 
their ranks , and scalier them at a blow. Bnt the enem; knew 
their own strength loo well, aod standing firm, thej received the 
chai^ on the points of their bajonets. The lione of the Tlrgt-' 
nians recoiled , and the rear rank of the foot tltrowing Id a close 
fire, the Major, with a few men, fell. The Englteb coDllnaed 
their retreat tlie moment ihejwereeitricated from Iheir assailants; 
and Dnnwoodie, who was severel;, but not daogeronsly wounded, 
recalled his men from ftirther attempts, wbich, In that Btooy 
country, ronstnecessarilybe fruitless. 

A. sad duty remained to he fulfilled. The dragotms retired 
slowly through the hills, conveylogtheirwouuded commander, and 
thebodyofLawlOQ. The latter they lulened anderthe ramparts 
of one of the Highland forts , and the former they cons^ned to the 
tender care of his afiUcled bride. 

Many weeks were gone before the Major was restored to snffl- 
cient strength to be remand. Dnrfng those weeks, how often did 
he bless the moment that gave him a right to the serrices of bis 
beautiful nurse I She hung around hi* couch with fond atlantlMi ; 
administered with her own bauds every prescription of the Indeb- 
tigable Sllgreaves ; and grew each hour in the affections ind esleOD 
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of her hosbuid. An order from WashtaigloD sood sent the troopi ! 
Into winter quarters, and pennisatoa vu gifeo bt Donvoodie to 
repair to bis ovn pluitalioii witb the rank oriieut.-colonel, fa order 
to complete the resloratloD orMs health. Captain Singleton made 
one of the part}; and the whole famil; retired from the active 
icenes of the w, to the ease and plenty of the Hqor's own estate. 
Before leaving Fishkill, howeier, letters were coDvejed to them 
throu^anDDlinownhand, acqaainting them wilhHenrj's aafetj 
and good health ; and also that Colonel Wellmere had left the eon- 
tioent for Ms native island, lowered In the estimation of ererjIuH 
nest man in the rojal armj. 

It was a hippy winter forDuowoodie, and smiles once more 
began to pUj aroond the lovely month of Frances. 



GBAPTER XXXIV. 

IIMitfoni aniiillki, and j<weli ak***, 

HaitMit, b ilnpU IjIbmIb RHWi, 

Tb*c«alT*gftb<slitt«rinBriBii 

And SBowdDD'i kalEfaC !■ ScMluri king! 

Ladg oftkt £atr. 



The eommeneementofthe foUovIng year was passed, ontbe i 
part of the Americans, In making gicat preparations, Inconjunc- ' 
tion with their allies, to bring the war to a doae. In the south, 
Greene and Bawdoo made a bloody campaign, that was highly 
honoursble to the troops of the latter, batwhich, by terminating 
entirely to ths advaolage of the former, proved him to be the better 
ggneralofthe two. 

New Toik was the point Uiat was threatened by the allied ar- 
mies; and WasUnglon, by oidtlng ■ constant apprebenslon for 
the safety of that city, prevented sneh reinforcements from being 
Hot to CorowaUit as would have enabled him to improve his 
tnecsss. 

At length, ae autumn approached, every Indication was given 
that the final moroenl had arrived. 

Tlie French ftarces drew near to the roysl linei, pasring through 
lbs Neutral Ground, and threatened an attuklD the directloB of 
85* 



„„*.„Coi.i>^1u 



K^; 



S88 

KiDgsbridge , vfailB lii^ bodies of the Amerieias wen acting to 
concert. Bj hoTering aroinid the British poBls, and drairJDg nigh 
In the Jerseys, thej seemed to threatea tlie rofal forces from tbat 
quarter also. The pTeparatlons parlooli of the Datnre of iMlh a 
siege and a storm. Bnl Sir Henrj Clinton , in the possession ol 
fntercepled letters from Washinglon, rested seenrelf within fats 
fines, and untionslj disrt^rded the solicitations of Cornwallis for 

II was at Uie close of a storm; daj in the month of September, 
that a large sssemblage of officers was collected near the door of a 
building that wassitnatedlntheheart of the iLoerJcan troops, who 
held the Jerseys. The age, thedress, and thedignltyofdeport* 
ment, of most ofthese warriors indicated them tobeofliigfarank; 
lut to one In particular was paid ■ deference and obedience thai 
announced him to be of the highest. His dress was plain , but it 
bore (he usual military distinctions of command. He was mounted 
onsnoble animalota deep bay; and a group of young men, in 
pyer attire, evidently awaited his pleasure, and did his bidding. 
Many a hat was lifted as Its owner addressed this offleer; and when 
he spoke, a profound attention, exceeding the respect of mere 
professional etiquette, was eihlblted on every countenance. At 
length the general raised his own bat, and bowed gravely to all 
■round him. The salute was returned, and the party dispersed, 
leaving the officer without a single attendant, except Us body sei^ 
vants and one ald-de-camp. Dismounting, he stepped bad a 
few paces, and for a moment viewed the condition of his horse with 
the eye ofone who well nnderstood the animal, and tbeneastinga 
brief hut espressive glanceaCbtsaid, be retired Into the bniidlng, 
followed by that gentleman. 

On entering an apartment that waa apparently fitted for his n- 
ception, he took a feat, and continued for a long time in a thought* 
fol Bttilude, tike ane In die habit of communing much with himself. 
During this silence, the aid-de-camp stood In eipectation of hi* 
orders. At lengtii tbegeneral raised his eyes , and spolce in thosa 
lowplacldloaeglhtf seemed natnral to him. 

"Has the man wh»n I wished to see arrived , Sir?" 

" He waits the pleasure of yonr excellency." 
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" I will receive him here , and atone, if 7011 please." 

The aid bowed aod withdrew. In a few mioales tlie door again 
opened , and a flgnre gliding Into the apartment, >tood modeailj 
at a distance from ilie general, without Bpeating, His entrance 
was unheard by the officer, wlio sat gazing at the Bre, itjll ab- 
sorbed in his own meditations. Sereral mtnntes passed, when he 
spoke to biDBeifin an under tone — 

"To-morrow we must raise the curtain, and expose our plans. 
Ha; heaven prosper them ! " 

A slight mavement mede b; the stranger cangfat his ear, and he 
turned his head , and saw that be was not alone. Be pointed si- 
lenllflo the fire, towards which the figure adnneed, alUioughthe 
mnliilude ofhis garmenis, which seemed more calculated for dls- 
guiseihaneomfort, rendered Its warmth unnecessary. A. second 
mild sud conrleona gesture motioned to a vacant chair, but the 
itranger refused It with a modest acknowledgment. Another pause 
followed, and continued for some time. At length the officer 
arose , and opeolng a desk thai was laid npon the table near which 
heMt, took from it a small, but apparenll; heaiy bag, 

"HarrejBirch," hesaid, taming to the stranger, "Ihetime 
has arrived whm our conneiion must cease; henceforth ud for 
em we must be stringers." 

The pedlcr dropped die folds of the great coat that concealed 
his features, and gaied for a moment earnesil; at the bee of the 
speaker; then dropping Iiis head npon bis bosom, he said 
meekly — 

■'Uitheyonreiceliency's pleasure." 

"It is aecessarf. Since I hare Oiled the slatloo iMch I now - 
bold. It has become mf duty to know man; men, who, like your- 
self, have been my Instruments in proenring Intelligence. Tou 
have I Inisled more than dl; t early saw In yon a regard to truth 
and principle thai, I am pleased to say , has nerer deceived me — 
yon alone know ray secret agents In the city, and on your fidelity 
depend, not only their fortunes, but their live*." 

Re paused, as Iflo reflect. In order thai ftil) JosUce might be 
done to the pedler, and then continued — 

" I believe you are one of the very few that I have employed who 
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hBTE acted hilhfdil J to onr eaose ; and while f on htn paued as a 
apjof ^leeDMiij, have nerer gtren iDteliigenu thatyoD were not 
pemiiUed u diTolge. To me, and to me odIj of aQ Um world, 
joD seem to have acted with a atroDg attachmeat to tin llbertiM of 
Ameriu." 

During thiaaddren, HsrrcT graduailj raised Us bead (hun his 
bosom, HDlilil reached the bluest point of eleralioii; ahinttJuge 
gathered in his cheeks, and, as the officer conelnded , It was dif- 
fused over liis iriiole coQDteDaDce ia a deep ^o«, while he stood 
prondlj swelling with his emotions , bnt with ejes thai modestif 
ssDght the feet of the speaker, 

" It is now my dat j to pa j jon for these seniees ; hitherto joo 
havepostpoQedrecelTingjonr reward, and the debt has become a 
heavy one — I wish not to nndervalne yooi dangers; here are ■ 
hnndred doubloons ; youwill remember die povurtj of onr eonntry, 
and sltribnte to it the snuUness of your pay." 

The pedler raised his eyes to the comttenance of the speaker ; 
bnt , as the other held forth the money . he mored back , as if re- 
fusing the bag. 

**It is not mnch for your services and risks, I acknowledge," 
continued the general, "hutit isall thatlhavelooffer; attheeod 
of the campaign, itmay be In my power to increase It." 

"Does your eicelleney think that 1 hale eipoted my life, and 
blasted my character, formoney?" 
"Ifnot formoney, whatthen?" 

"What has brought yoar eieeLency into the field? For what 
do yon daily and hourly expose yonr precioos hfe to battle and the 
halter? Whatls thOTeabontme tomonrn, when such men as you 
risk their all for our eonntry? No — no — no — not ■ dollar of 
yonr gold will I touch ; poor Ameiica has need of it all ! " 

The bag dropped from the band of the officer, and fell at the 
feel of the pedler , where it lay ne^ected daring the remainder of 
the Interview. The oEBcer looked steadily at the face of his compa- 
nion, and eontiniied — 

"nwre aremsDy motives which mightgovem rae, thattoyon 
an tinknown. Our situatioiis are different; I am known as the 
Uader of amtles — bnt jon mnst descend Into the grave with the 
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Kpnlttlon of ■ fbe to four naUve land. Bemember that die Tdl 
wbicli eoiMealB <fODr trne duracter cannot be raised ia jean — , 
pertiapa never." 

Bir^ again lowered bis bee , bat tbere vas no yielding of die 
soul In Uw moTement. 

" Toa wiU soon be old j tbe prime of jora iajt is already past; 
vha t have jon to anbsist on t " 

"Tbesel" Mid the pedler, stretehlng forth his hands, that 
were already embrowned with loiU 

"Bnidiosemar Ml joa; t^e enough lo eecute a snpport to 
jonr age. Bemember joor risks and cares. 1 have told joa that 
the characters of men who are mnch esteemed in life depend on 
four secrecy; what pledge can I gire them of jonrGdetity?" 

"Telllhem," saidBirch, adraiiclng, and imconscioosl]' rest- 
ing one foot on the bag, "tell them that I voald not take the 
gold!" 

The composed features of the officer related Into a BmHe of 
benevolence, and he grasped the band of the pedler firmly. 

"Now, indeed, Iknowyou; and although the same reasons 
which ha?e hitherto compelled me to eipose yonr valuable life will 
still exist, and prevent my openly asserliiig yonr character, in pri- 
vate lean always be yonr friend; fail not to apply to me when la 
wantoraofferiiig, and so longasGodgiveth tome, solongwilll 
freely ahare with amanwbofeelssonobly and acta so well. If sick- 
nesB or want shonld ever assail yon , and peace once more emilcs'^^ 
upon our efforts, seek the gate of him whom you have often met as / 
Harper, and he will not blush to acknowledge you In his true cha- f 
racier." 

" It Is little (bat I need bi this life ," said Haney ; " m> long as 
God gives me health and honest Industry, I can never want in this 
country; but to know thai yonr excellency Is my Mend, Is a bless- 
ing thai 1 prize more ttian all the gold of England's treasury." 

Tbe officer stood for a few moments in the attitude of intense 
thought. He then drew to him the desk, and wrote a few Ihies on 
apleceofpaper, and gave it to the pedler. 

"IbatPrevIdeDce destines this country to some great andglo- 
' lious bte I must heileve , while I witness tbe patriotism that per- 
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fadotbebowmsof her lovMt ettlzBU," he Mid. "It man be 
dreadfnl to a mind like joon to descead Into the gnve , branded 
ss 3 foetolibcrtj: baijoa already Iloov the lives that would be 
ucriQced, shonld year real charBcler be revealed. It Is Impos- 
sible to do yon justice now, but 1 fearlessly enlrnst yon with this 
cerliBcate; should we oever meet again , it may be serviceable lo 
your children." 

"Childrenl" eidoimed the pedler, "caolgive loafhmily Ihe 
infamy of my name I ", 

The officer gaied at the sin»ig emotion he exhibited, with pain, 
and he made a sli^t morement towards the gold; but it was ar- 
rested by the expression of his companion's face. Harvey saw the 
intention , and shooli his head , as he continoed more mildly — 

"His, indeed, a treasure thai your eieeUency gives me ; Etis 
safe loo. There are men living who could say that my life was 
nothing to me, compared to your secrets. The paper that I t«dd 
yon was lost I swallowed when taken last by the Virginians. It 
was the only time I ever deceived your eicellency , and it shall be 
die last: yes, this Is, indeed, a treasnre to me; perhaps," he 
continued, with a melanchaly smile, *' It may be known after my 
death who was my friendi bnt if it shonld not, there are none lo 
grieve forme." 

"Bemember," said the officer, wlLh strong emotion, "that 
In me yon will always have « secret friend : bnt openly I eaonot 
know you." 

"Iknowii, I know it," said Birch; "I knew It when I took 
the service. 1 is probably the last time that I shall ever see your 
eicellency. Hay God pour down his choicest bleswngs on your 
head!" Be paused, and moved towards the door. The officer 
followed him with eyes that eipressed deep interest. Once more 
the pedler turned, and seemed to gaie on tiff placid, but com- 
manding features of the general with regret and reverence, and 
then, bowing low, hewiUidrew. 

The armies of America and France were led by their illuBtrioBt 
commander against the enemy under Comwallis, and terminated 
« campaign in triumf b that bad commeuced In difficulties. Gnat 
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fitUaln soon after boeime dlsgiutod with titewir, and Ote lnd»- 
pendeiica of the Statet via aduoirieilged. 

As jean rolled bj. It becaine a subject of pride among Ihe 
dillbteut aelois in Ibe war, and their deecendants, to boast of 
fbtir efforts in the cause which had coafessedlj heaped so manj 
blessinga Dpon their caunirj; bat the name ofHarver Birch died ~^ 
awa; among the multitade of agents , who were thonght to have / 
laboured in secret against the rigbts of their eoantrjmen. His 
image, however, was often present to the mind of the powufnl 
chief, 1^0 alone knew his trae diaracter; and sereral times did 
he cause secret inqolries to be made into the other's bta , one of 
which onlf resulted in an; success. By this be learned that a 
pedler of ■ dillbrent name, but similar appearance, was tolling 
through tbe new wttlemente that were springing up in erety di- 
rection , and tbat be was slnig^g with Ihe advanee of yeats and 
apparent pOTertf . Death pmented ftiither enqniriea on the part 
of tbe ofltcer, and a loi^ period passed befbre the pedler was again 
heard of. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

S**e *i)lM* HuipiUB , tbat witk tIaudMi ImuS 

Tbe linl* tjnnt of Ua fiilds wltb.uol — 
Stma But* , iDglorlam Mlltan h»i nay itati 

Boa* CroBwell, fnllCleu at Mi uaattj'i Ur»J. 

Or.j. 

It was ihirtr-three jean after tbe intwriew which we hate just 
related, that an American army was onc« more airajed against 
the troops of England; but the scene was transferred from tbe 
banks of the Hudson to those of (he Nlapra. 

Tbe bodj of Washington had long lain mouldering in tbe tomb ; 
btU as tlms was fast obiiteraliag the sli^t impressions of political 
enmltj or personal cotj, his name was hourlj tecalving new 
lustre, and his worth and integritj eaehiMHnenl bMsme more 
visible, not onlj to his Gaantijmai, bal tn Ihaworid. He was 
alreadj tbe acknowledged hero of an age of reason and trath; and 
joanja jonng heart, amonsst those who forawd the pride of our 
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■nqr fai IU4, «u ijkmiBg irith fte reeaHcMlan «f the one gnat 
Dime of America, and fniranDj fceaUng wJIk the sanguine ei- 
pecUtloo a( cmnUtiBg, In mou dcfiw, its reniMni. In no one 
wete thtM Tktaana h^ee nme vMd than in tbe bosom of a fOiuig 
officer who sload on tbe Ub)»-toA, contemplating tfa« great ca- 
taract, on the etNiing of iho SSIk of iaij at that bloodf year. 
Tbe penon ef ibb youth na tall and findy moulded. Indicating 
a just proportion between Binngth and actiriiy; l>is deep bladi 
eyes were of a aeardiing and daniing bri^iiie£s. At times, as 
they gaied npon the Dood of waters that rushed tumalluously at 
his feel, there was astern and darioglooli IhilBasbed from them, 
iriiich denoted tbe ardonr of an enthnsiost. But this proad ci- 
preufon was softened by tlie line* of a month , artmnd wludi there 
played a suppressed arohness, that partook at feminiie beauty. 
His hair ihone in the setting snn like ringlets of gold , as the air 
from the falls gently iWTed the rich enrls from b f orebead , wbose 
whiteness showed that exposure and heat alone bad given tbelr 
darker hae to a face gjowiiig with health. There was another officer 
Btandingby the side of this favonredyoath; and both seemed, by 
the interest they betrayed, tobegailng, for the first time, at the 
wonder of the western world. A protbond silence was observed by 
each , pniil tbe compiDion of the officer that we bare described 
suddenly started, and pointing eagerly with his sword into the 
abyss beneath, eiclaimed — 

* ' See ! Wharton , there Is a man crossing In the rery eddies of 
the cataract, and Id a sklETno bigger than an eggshell." 

"He has aknipsaek — Ills probablyasoldier,'* returned the 
oAer. "Let ns meet him at the ladder. Mason, and learn his 
tidings." 

Bome time was expended In reaching the spot where tbe ad- 
veoinrer was intereeptad. Contrary to the eipectatlona of tbe 
young soldiera , ha proved to be a man far advanced In life , and 
evidently no fdlower of the camp. His years might be seventy, 
end Ibey were indicated more by the thin hairs of ailver that ley 
scattered over his witiAM brew, than by any apparent faOnre of 
hia syalem. His frmewts meagre and bent, bntitwas Iheattl- 
tiide of habit, lot Us sinews were stmog with tbe loll of half « 
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eenlnrj- HIb dreu wasmein, iDdmuitfesIedtlieeMDenijof its 
ovner, bjlheinunbersDdDatimor ttsrepaira. Onhisba^wu 
■ ecantUj ftiniisfaGd pack , Uul lud led to the misuke in Ms pro- 
fewion. A few words of Mlatalion , aod , ou the put of tlie joung 
men, of surprise, tbit on« to aged should venture so oetr the 
wliirlpooisofthecataract, were etchauged ; when the oid nun en- 
quired, with a Toice that began to mBDifeit the tremor of tge , ibe 
oevs from the contending armies. 

"We whipped the red-coals here the other daj, among the 
grass on (he Chippewa plains," said the one who was called Ua- 
son ; " since when , we bave been plajiog hide-and-go-«eek with 
tbe ships ; bot we are now marching back from where we started, 
shaking onr heads, indassuilf aslhedeTil." 

"Perhaps joa hare a son among the soldiers," said his com- 
panion, with a mUdndemeanoar, and an air of kindness; "it so, 
ten me liis name and regiment, and I will lake joa to him," 

Tbe old man shook his bead , aod , passing bis band over his 
stlrer Jodts , witb an air of meek resignation , be answered — 

"No; I am alone in lbs world!" 

"Ton Aonld have added, Captain Sanwoodle," cried his 
careless comrade, "if jon could find eilber; for neari; batr aor 
arm} bas marched down the road, and maj be , by this time , under 
the walls of Fort George , for anything that we know to the 
eontrarj," 

The M man stopped suddenly , and looked earnestly from one 
of his companions to the other; the actitn being observed by Iht 
soldiers , they paused also. 

"Didlhearri^t?" die stranger uttered, raising bis hand to 
screen bis eyes ftvm the rays of tbe setting sun; "irtiat did he 
call yon?" 

"Uy Dame Is Wharton Dnnwoodle," replied dka youth, 
itmiling. 

Tbe stranger moUoned silently for him to remove his Itat, which 
the youth did aecordlngly, and his fUr hair blew aside like enrls of 
lilk, and opened the whole of hla ingenuous eonnlenanee to tbe in- 
spection of the other. 

- Google 
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"TlsUkaourDitivelandl" exdilmcd the old man villi v^»> 
mence, "improYingvlUitiDici God has blessed both." 

"Wbj do yoa stare tboB, Llealeiiaiii Mason?" cried CapUln 
UopDoodie, Uugbing a little; " you sbow more aaleDishmeattliBB 
nbta yon saw tbe falls," 

"Oh, the falls!— they an a thtDgtobeloakedaloDamoua- 
sbioj nlglil, bf jour aaut Sarah and that gay old bachelor. Colonel 
Singleton ; but a fellow like myself never shoTS surprise , unless 
it may be at such a touch as this." 

The extraordinary vehemence of the stranger's manner had 
passed away ts suddenly as It was eihiblted, but he listened to 
this speech with deep interest, while Dunwoodie replied a littlo 
gravely — 

"Come, come, Tom, nojokes about my good aunt, 1 beg; she 
Is kindness itself; tndlhaveheardit whispered that her youth was 
not altogether happy." 

"Why, ts to rumour," said Mason, "there goes one in Acco- 
mac, that Colonel Singleton offers himself to her legularty every 
Valentine's day; and there are some who add , that your old great 
aunt helps his sDiu" 

"Aunt Jtuetle!" Mid Dunvoodie, laugbltig; "dear good 
soul, she thinks but little of marriage in any shape, I bdierc, since 
the death of Ur. Sitgreaves. There were some whispers of a 
courtship between them formerly , but II ended in nothing but cl- 
viliUes, and I suspect that tbe whole story arises from the intimafj 
of Colonel Singleton and my father. Ton know they were comrades 
in the horse, as Indeed was your own falher." 

"I know all that, of course; but yon must not tell me that the 
parUcular, prim bachelor goes so often to General Dunwoodie't 
plantation merely for the sake of talking old soldier with your fa- 
ther. The last time I was there, that yellow, sbup-nosed boose- 
keeper of your mother's took me Into the pantry, and Slid that the 
colonel was no despisable match, as she called it, and how the 
sale of his plantation in Georgia lud broug^ him — oh. Lord' I 
don't know how much." 
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" Quite likely," relarned Uie Ciptato ; " Katj Barnes Is do lud 
calentaUir.'* 

Tbe; Itid stepped dnrlog tbis conTeTMtion , in oneerUiDlr 
vbether Ihdr new campanion was lo be left or not. 

The old man listened In each word is it wu uttered , with the 
most intense Interest; bnt, tovards thecoDclasianaf ttiedlalogae, 
the eanest attention of his catintenance changed (o t kind of 
inward smile. He shook his head, and, passing bl> hand orer his 
forehead, seemed to be thinking of Other times. Mason paid bat 
UllleatlenUon to the expression ofhlsfeatnras, and continued — 

" To me is seifishnesa embodied I " 

"BerselBabnesa does bnllilHe harm," relnmed Donwoodle. 
" One other greatest difflenlties Is her *TenIon to the blacks. 8h« 
saya, that she nerer saw bnt one that she liked." 

"And who was hot" 

"His name was Cctar; be was a home-servant of my lata 
grandfather Wharton. Ton don't remember him, Ibeliere; he 
died die same fear with his master, while we were children. Katy 
jeariy rings hts reqnlem , and , npon m; word , I heilere he de- 
serred It. I have heard lomeibing ofhis helping mj English nncle, 
as we Call General Wharton, In some dilBcnltj tliai occurred in the 
old war. I&j mother alwap speaks of him with great afFtetion. 
Both Cesar and Katj came to Tlisln* ^Ih my mother when she 
married. Mj mother was — " 

"Anangell" Intertnptedtheoldman, In a voice that startled 
the young soldiers hy Its abniptness and energy. 

"Didyonknowher?" cried the son, with a glowofpIeasnTS 
on his cheek. 

The reply of the stranger was lotemipted by sudden and heavy 
eiplosions of artillery, which ;were Immediately fbllowed by eo»- 
linued Tolleya of snuii inns, and in a tew minutes the air was filled 
with the tnmnlt of a warm and vrdl-eontestad battle. 

The two (oldlers hastened with precipitation towards &t camp, 
accompanied by their new acqaalnlance. The eieilement and 
■oiiety created by At approaching light prevented a contlnnanca 
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of (he eaattra*aoa, and ihe thne bdd Ibefr w«7 to On inif , 
DuklDg ocMsioQsI eoDJectures on the unse of the Are, and the 

jjrotMbUitjofagenertlengapiinenl. During their short end bor- 
ried welk, CiptAiaDnmroodte, however, threw several fHendlf 
glances at Ihe old man , who moved over the gronnd with aitonlsh- 

_^li^ energy forUsjears, for the heart of the fouih wad warmed by 

"'an euloglum on a mother that he adored. In a short lime , thav 
joined the regiment to which the officers belonged, when the 
CapUln, aqueeiing the stranger's hand, eameslljhereed thathe 

"wonld make enquiries after him on tlie following mormng, and 
tlut he might see him In his own tent. Here thej separated. 

Every thing in the American camp anoounced an approaching 
struggle. At s distance of a bw miles , the sound of cannon and 
mosketry was heard shove the roar of the cataract. The traops 
.__were soon in motion, and a movvmenl made to support the diTislon 
of the army which was already engaged. Ni^t had set in before 
the reserve and irregulars reached the foot of Lundy's Lane, a road 

^ .that diverged from the river and crossed a conical eminence, at no 
great distance from the Niagara highway. The summit of this hill 
was crowned with the cannon of the British, and in the flat beneath 
was the remnant of Scott's gallaiil hHgade, which for a hmg dme 

"^d held an unequal contest with distinguished hravery. A new 
line was interposed , snd one column of the Americans directed to 
charge up the hill, parallel to the road. This column took th« 

"English in flaok, and, hayonetting their artillerists, gained pos- 
session of the cannon. Ihey were immediately joined by their com- 

^rades, and the enemy was swept fhim the hilL But large teln-. 
forcemeuls were joining the English general momentarily, and 
their troops were too brave to rest easy under the defeaL Repeated 
and bloody charges were made to recover the guns , but in aU ihey 
were repnised with slaughter. During the last of that strokes, 
the ardonr of the yanihful captain whom we have mentioned urged 

Jiim to lead his men some distance In advance, to scatter a daring 
party of Ihe enemy. He saceeeded, but In returning to the Una 
misaed Us lieutenant from (he staUcHi that he ought to have oo- 
cnpled, Soonafterthisrepulse, whiehwasihelut, orderswera 

^na to the sbaUered troths to return to the oamp. The Briliah 
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were Bowhere to be smd , and prepanlioiw wen OMde to take In 
sadt of Uk wonnded is could be moved, jil Ibis momeDt Wlur- 
lOB Danwoodie, impelled bf tSectlm for bis Mend, sebed a 
lifted Ibsee, and [aktng two of hi* men, went bimBciria quest 
of his bod;, where he was Bapposed to have fallen. Hisoo was 
found on die side of the bill, seated wiUi great composure, but 
unable (o walk from a &actnred leg. Bunwoodie saw and dew U> 
tbesidflofhiscomnde, eiclalmlng — 

"Ah! desrTom, I hDewIshonld fiodjoalhe Dearestmauto 
the enemy." 

"Softly, softlj; handle me teDderlj," replied the lientenanti 
'■no, there is a bnve fellow still nearer than mjself, audwhohe 
can tie 1 know not. Benuhed oatofoursmoke, near my platoon, 
to make a prisoner or some such thing, but, poor fellow, he 
never came back; there he lies josl over the hillock, I have spoken 
to him several dmes , bat I f^ey be Is past answering." 

Dunwoodle went (o the spot, and to his aatonishmeni beheld 
tbe aged stranger. 

"It Is the old man who knew my mother!" cried tbe yonlh; 
"for her sake he shall have hooonrible borial; lift bim, and let 
htm he carried In ; his bones shall rest on native soil." 

The men approached to obey. He was lying on bis back , with 
his face exposed to tiie glaring light of (ha taset; his eyes were 
closed, as if In slumber; his lips, snnken with years, were 
slightly moved from (heir natorol position, bat it seemed more 
like a smile than a convulsion which had caused the cliange. Jk. 
soldier's musket [ay near Iiiin ; his bands were pressed upon his 
breast , and one of them coatained a substance that gllUered bke 
^ver. Dnnwoodle stooped, and removing the limbs, perceived 
the place where the bullet had fonad a passage tn his heart. Tbe 
subject of his last care was a tin boi, through which tiie f^tal lead 
bid gone; and the dying moments of the (Ad man most have 
passed in drawing it from his bosom. Dunwoodie opened it, 
and found a paper In which, to his astonishment, he rfad the 
Mowing: — 
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"ClretnataneMsrpoIIUesl tnp«ria«ce, wU^ Involve tbe lives 
an! ftorlDim tt BaiiTi k>T« bitheito k«pl Mcrel whml Ikis papar 
BOW TCTeaU, HkTvsr Bird has Ibr yean bseo a bllhftil aod na- 
rsqnlWd Mrraat af Ua eoqnbr. Tbn^ Bian doca oat, tueg God 
rawanl Ub ht Us cndoell 

" Gift. WAiHWeTOH." 

II vu Uw IFT OF TBI :isuTittL CRouND, vho died 19 ha 
badlired, devoted to his contili;, and a maiijr toiler liberties. 
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